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PART 1: 

Introduction to Relativizers 

 Relativizers are special words in English that are used to give a reader more 
information about a noun. The most common English relativizers are who, whom, that, which, 
whose, where and when. Relativizers add information to nouns in two specific ways. Below, 
I’ll explain the two uses of this kind of word, with examples.  

The Two Uses of Relativizers: 

Use 1: Relativizers may add specific information that helps to identify a noun.  

Examples: 

1) Roberta, who is a third year university student, is sitting at that table. (In this 
sentence, the relativizer “who” is used to give additional information that identifies 
the subject of the sentence.) 

2) All security matters were handled by the director of the palace guard, in whom the 
king placed great trust. (Here, the relativizer “whom” is used to give extra 
information about the director of the palace guard, helping people understand his 
relationship with the king.) 

3) The tree, which was very close to the house, was struck by lightning. (Here, the 
relativizer “which” is used to add extra descriptive information about the subject of 
the sentence, a tree.) 

4) Yesterday, when it was still raining, I stayed in my house. (“When” is used to add 
more information to “yesterday,” the time period the sentence takes place in.) 

5) My biology teacher, whose husband is a doctor, knows a lot about human biology. 
(“Whose” adds information about my biology teacher.) 

6) Quebec, where most of the world’s maple syrup comes from, is beautiful in the 
summer. (“Where” is used to add an extra fact about the Canadian province of 
Quebec.) 

Use 2: Relativizers may also limit nouns into specific categories.  

Examples:  

1) Roger is the student who is giving a presentation in this class today. (The 
relativizer “who” limits the subject “Roger” into the category of students giving a 
presentation in this class today. This is a very narrow category with just one person 
in it.) 

2) That is one of the women with whom I spoke yesterday. (Here, the relativizer 



“whom” limits the noun “woman,” showing that the woman is part of a group of 
women I spoke with yesterday.) 

3) Here is a hospital in which one of America’s presidents was born. (The relativizer 
“which” is used to limit the noun “hospital” to the category of hospital that a U.S. 
president was born in.) 

4) Here is a hospital that one of America’s president’s was born in. (“That” is used to 
limit “hospital” to the category of houses where U.S. presidents were born. Notice 
that examples 3 and 4 have the same meaning.) 

5) That’s the woman whose house I bought. (“Whose” limits “the woman” to the 
category of women that I purchased a house from.) 

6) This is a place where live music often plays. (“Where” limits “a place” to the 
group of places that have live music playing frequently.”) 

7) The Cambrian Age was a time when dinosaurs ruled the earth. (“When” is used to 
limit the Cambrian Age to a category of times when dinosaurs dominated our planet.) 

 This gives you a basic idea of how relativizers are used. You can used these rules to 
improve your TOEFL writing. This can also help you understand the relativizers in TOEFL 
reading passages better. 

 

 

PART 2: 

Hard Relativizers: That, Which, Who, and Whom 

 I’ve just given you an overview of relativizers, words that add extra information 
about a noun in a sentence. That, which, who, and whom can be especially tricky relativizers. 
Sometimes, that and which have the same meaning and use. At other times, these two 
relativizers are used very differently. The same goes for who and whom. Below, we’ll look at 
these two pairs of relativizers, and see exactly how they should be used. 

The Difference Between “That” and “Which” as Relativizers 

“That” as a categorizer: “That” can ONLY be used to categorize a noun.  

Examples: 

1) Don’t buy a car that doesn’t have a warranty. (“That” is used to categorize “car” 
into a group of cars that don’t have warranties.) 

2) Let’s go to the restaurant that serves 100 different kinds of cheese. (“That” 
categorizes the restaurant into a one-item category--- a unique restaurant that serves 



100 different kinds of cheese.) 

“Which” as a specifier:“Which” can be used to add specific information to a noun. When 
“which” is used in this way, it nearly always appears in an intervening clause, a clause that 
appears in the middle of a sentence and has a comma at its beginning and end.  

Examples: 

1) Grapes, which can be either red or green, are a kind of fruit. (“Which” is used to 
add extra information about color to the word “grapes.”)  

2) The telescope, through which you can view stars, is on the table near the window. 
(“Which” is used to add extra information about the use of “the telescope.) 

“Which” as a categorizer: “Which” can also be used to categorize a noun rather than add 
information. However, this only works if “which” is in a prepositional phrase.  

Examples: 

1) This is a hole through which mice are getting into the house. (“Which” is used to 
categorize “hole” into a group of holes that mice use to enter a house.) 

2) Her boyfriend is the person in which she most often confides. (“Which” is used to 
categorize the noun “person” into a category of one--- the category of the single 
person who she confides in most.) 

“Which” and “that” in very similar sentences: Sometimes “which” and “that” can be used 
in sentences that are otherwise identical. In this case, the sentences have similar but slightly 
different meanings.  

Examples: 

1) The picture, which hangs on my kitchen wall, is a Pablo Picasso original paining. 
(This means that there is a Pablo Picasso painting hanging on your kitchen wall, and 
there may be other paintings hanging on your kitchen wall as well.) 

2) The picture that hangs on my kitchen wall is a Pablo Picasso original. (This means 
there is only one picture hanging on your kitchen wall, and it’s a Pablo Picasso 
original.) 

The difference between “who” and “whom” as relativizers 

“Who” as a the subject of a sentence or clause: “Who” may be the subject of a sentence or 
clause. (“Whom” may NOT be the subject of a sentence or clause.)  

Examples: 

1) Who said that? (“Who” is the subject of the question.) 



2) Go talk to the person who is knocking at the door. (“Who” is the subject of the 
clause “who is knocking at the door.”) 

“Who” and “whom” as objects of sentences or clauses: “Who” and “Whom” may both be 
used as objects of sentences. When “whom” is used as an object, the tone of the sentence will 
seem more formal.  

Examples: 

1) Informal: Who did he see? OR Formal: Whom did he see? (“Who/Whom” is 
considered to be object of the question, because the answer to the question word 
“who” would be the object of a sentence. Possible answers include “He saw his 
supervisor,” or “He saw nobody.”) 

2) Informal: That woman is the person who he saw. OR Formal: That woman is the 
person whom he saw. (“Who/Whom” indicates the object of the verb “saw.”) 

“Whom” as a prepositional object: In a prepositional phrase, you must use “whom” and not 
“who.”  

Examples: 

1) Professor Dawkins, in whom many people trust, is a respected authority on 
environmental science. 

2) I am the student with whom Professor Dawkins met this morning. 

 

PART 3: 

Demonstratives in English 

 As you’ve just learned, relativizers either categorize a noun or add information to it. 
Demonstratives have a different purpose. Sometimes, demonstratives point out the existence 
or location of a noun. Demonstratives can also act as a substitute for a phrase or sentence, to 
avoid repeating the phrase or sentence twice. These kinds of words have a third use too--- 
they can connect two clauses in a sentence. 

The most common demonstrative words in English are that, this, and which. That and 
which can also be relativizers. 

“That” vs. “This” for distance and listing: 

Distance: 

“This” can refer to things that are physically closer to the speaker or writer.  

Example: 



I am writing you a letter from this house that I live in. 

“That” can refer to things that are physically farther from the speaker.  

Example: 

She lives in that apartment building over there, across the street. 

“That” can also imply that something is more emotionally distant from the speaker or 
writer.  

Example: 

The weatherman has predicted rain today. I know that is true, but I don’t care. 

“This” implies that an idea is more emotionally close to a speaker.  

Example: 

God is real. I know this is true, and it’s one of my most important beliefs. 

Listing: 

When you are listing two or more items and using demonstratives to point out the 
existence of the items, you can use “this” first, and then use “that” for the remaining 
items.  

Example: 

On my trip, I am packing this umbrella, that suitcase, and that backpack.” 

You can also alternate between “this” and “that” when listing items, but you still 
need to start with “this.”  

Example: 

I’ll have this sandwich, that drink, this appetizer, and that dessert. 

Pointing out the existence or location of a noun 

Examples:  

I want to buy that red car over there.  

Who is this person you keep talking about?  

Additional note:  

“Those” is the plural form of that, and “these” is the plural form of “this.” The 
plural forms of those/these follow all the same rules for distance as that/this. 



Examples:  

that mountain over there/those mountains over there 
this book right here/these books right here 
this person that I know/these people that I know 
that person I don’t know/those people I don’t know 

 

“Which” for selecting something from a group  

“Which” is used for sentences that talk about selecting or choosing an item from a group of 
items.  

 Examples: 

 Which outfit should I wear today? 
 Order the meal which is healthiest. 
 I’ll decide which design is best. 

Substituting “that,” “this” or “which” for a phrase or sentence: 

 You can use “that,” “this,” or “which” as a substitute for a phrase or sentence that 
you have just said/written and don’t want to repeat. In the sentences below, certain phrases 
and the demonstrative words that replace them are both in bold. 

 Examples: 

This is strange. It is unusually warm for this time of year.  

(In this case, “this” is a substitute for the phrase “the unusual warmth for this time 
of year.” You could also say “The unusual warmth for this time of year is strange. 
It is unusually warm this time of year.” But then you would needlessly repeat a lot 
of information. 

The hotel normally has vacancies during the week. You know this.  
(Here, this is a substitute for the whole sentence “The hotel normally has vacancies 
during the week.”) 

That’s interesting. It says here that Southern Italy has a special kind of folk dance 
called the taranta.  
(That is a substitute for “(the fact that) Southern Italy has a special kind of folk 
dance called the taranta.”) 

You don’t have to tell me that I should finish my homework. I know that!  
(In this example, that = I should finish my homework.) 

It was 30 Celsius on Christmas, which is strange.  



(Which= the phrase “(the fact that) it was 30 degrees Celsius on Christmas.”) 

Special notes:  
Here again, “that” and “this” indicate different physical or emotional distance. Note 
that “which” can ONLY substitute for a phrase or clause, not a whole sentence. 
Because of this, “which” appears in the middle of the sentence and is preceded by a 
comma when it is used as a relativizer. 

Using “that” to connect two clauses in a sentence 

 Certain reporting verbs, such as “see,” “think,” “say,” etc… are followed by clauses 
that could be complete sentences. These clauses show the words, thoughts or ideas of the seer, 
thinker, speaker, etc…. If you want to emphasize the words/thoughts of the subject of the 
sentence, you can add “that” or as a word to connect the reporting verb to the clause that 
describes words or thoughts. 

 EXAMPLES: 

 She thinks that she will get good grades in all of her classes. 
 Scientists theorize that dinosaurs went extinct because of a natural disaster. 

(Note: In the above cases, it’s also possible to say “She thinks she will get good 
grades in all of her classes,” and “Scientists theorize that dinosaurs went extinct 
because of a natural disaster.” Adding that gives the sentence more emphasis. Note 
that this type of demonstrative ONLY works with the word “that.”) 

(GO TO THE NEXT PAGE FOR REVIEW ACTIVITIES) 
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RELATIVIZER EXERCISES 

Relativizers that give extra information, Exercise 1: 

Read the sentences below. In each sentence, identify the relativizer, and state what extra 
information it gives. The first one has been completed for you. 

1) Lorenzo, who is an excellent soccer player, often visits me. 

 Relativizer: who 

 Information added: Lorenzo is an excellent soccer player 

2) The building, which is thousands of years old, has been declared an UNESCO world 
heritage site. 

3) The married couple, with whom many people have spoken in the past, have not been seen 
in days. 

4) Monica Bellucci, who is originally from Italy, plays French characters in many American 
movies. 

Relativizers that give extra information, Exercise 2: 

In the sentences below, add an intervening clause that contains a relativizer and additional 
information. Make sure you use “who,” “whom” and “which” at least one time each. The 
first one has been done for you. 

1) Bill Gates lives in California, U.S.A. >>>>>>>>>>>> 
Bill Gates, who owns the Microsoft Corporation, lives in California, U.S.A. 

2) Nestle owns the Italian drink brand Pellegrino. 

3) Taylor Swift appears often on American television. 

4) My mother has her birthday today. 

5) The Leaning Tower is a famous European landmark. 

6) Dancing With the Stars is one of my favorite TV shows. 

7) The Rolling Stones are a classic rock and roll band. 

8) Death and taxes are two unavoidable things in life. 

9) The waiter brought out our food. 

10) Climate change is a phenomenon many scientists are studying these days. 

 



 

Relativizers that categorize, Exercise 1: 

Read each sentence below. Identify the relativizer that is being used. Identify the noun that 
the relativizer categorizes. Describe how the noun is categorized by the relativizer. The first 
one has been done for you. 

1) The Chunnel is the name of the passage through which drivers travel from England to 
mainland Europe. 

 Relativizer: which 

 Noun being categorized: passage 

How the noun is categorized: As the passage that drivers use to get from England to 
the rest of Europe 

2) The man with whom she is travelling is her father. 

3) The people who work here don’t like it when you ask a lot of questions. 

4) The African Union is a group of countries that is similar in some ways to the European 
Union. 

5) Normandy is the beach on which Germany was invaded in World War II. 

 

Relativizers that categorize, Exercise 2: 

Finish the incomplete thoughts below by adding a relativizer and categorization in bold. Use 
“who,” “whom,” “that,” and “which” at least one time each. The first two sentences has 
been completed for you. 

1) She is a woman who knows what she wants. 

2) The soldier that guards the army base is here. 

3) Rome is a big city. 

4) Newsweek is a magazine. 

5) The cat ate its dinner. 

6) Police wear uniforms. 

7) Elvis Presley is a singer. 

8) Warren Buffet has never run for elected office. 



9) Blood flows through the body. 

10) Many people are afraid of the number 13. 

 

“That” vs. “Which,” Exercise 1: 

In the sentences below, “that” and “which” are used as are used as categorizers. Name the 
nouns they are categorizing, and describe how the noun is being categorized. The first two 
have been done for you. 

1) Her office is in the building that is taller than the others. 

 Noun being categorized: building 

How the noun is categorized: It is categorized as a building that is taller than other 
buildings. 

2) His office door is the door on which his name is written. 

 Noun being categorized: door 

 How the noun is categorized: It is categorized as the door with his name on it 

3) This is the book in which you can find current information on Belgian tourist attractions. 

4) Here is the box into which you may place get-well cards for Julia, who is sick in the 
hospital. 

5) Then men that will be repairing the bridge have arrived. 

6) This is the soccer ball that Alesandro Nesta autographed. 

8) This is the basketball on which Michael Jordan placed his autograph. 

9) The dog that bit me had rabies. 

10) This is the rock below which the tarantula is hiding. 

 

 

“That” vs. “Which,” Exercise 2: 

Look at the instances of “which” below. Identify the noun that “which” is referencing, and 
say whether “which” is categorizing the noun or adding information to it. Also say what 
information is being added to the noun, or how the noun is being categorized. Remember that 
addition of information is usually (but not always) done in an intervening clause, a clause 
that is in the middle of a sentence and has a comma at the beginning and end. The first three 



have been done for you. 

1) Caramel, which is made from condensed milk, is a popular candy ingredient. 

“Caramel” is having information added to it. The added information states that 
caramel is made from condensed milk. 

2) The chocolate in which caramel is dipped is also made from milk. 

 “Chocolate” is being categorized as chocolate that caramel is dipped into. 

3) Many caramel-filled candies are manufactured in the American city of Hershey, 
Pennsylvania, in which a famous candy company is headquartered. 

“The American city of Hershey, Pennsylvania” is having information added to it. The 
added information states that a famous candy company has its headquarters in 
Hershey, Pennsylvania. 

4) Fondant, which is made from only four ingredients, is a simple French dessert. 

5) Gold, a precious stone for which people pay a lot of money, used to be the main basis for 
the world economy. 

6) This is the chapter in which Sherlock Holmes finally solves the mystery. 

7) That large bridge is a bridge on which many car accidents have happened. 

8) We finally arrived at the base of the mountain, which was one of the world’s tallest. 

 

 

“That” vs. “Which,” Exercise 3: 

Read the pairs of sentences below. One sentence in the pair will use “that,” and the other will 
use “which.” Otherwise, the sentences will have the same words. Explain the difference in 
meaning between the sentences. The first one has been done for you. 

1) 

A) The photo album, which has pictures of my parents’ wedding, should be put in the 
drawer. 

B) The photo album that has pictures of my parents’ wedding should be put in the 
drawer. 

Sentence (A) means that one photo album that contains your parents’ 
wedding photos should be put in the drawer. There may be other photo 
albums that also contain other pictures of your parents’ wedding that are not 



mentioned in the sentence. 

Sentence (B) means that there is only one photo album that contains photos 
from your parents’ wedding. That unique album should be placed in the 
drawer. 

2)  

A) Aloe vera plants, which can be used to me make medicine, are on sale at the 
supermarket right now. 

B) Aloe vera plants that can be used to make medicine are on sale at the supermarket 
right now. 

3) 

 A) I went to visit the museum, which is near my house. 

 B) I went to visit the museum that is near my house. 

 

 

“Who” vs. “Whom,” Exercise 1: 

Look at the sentences below. State whether their tone is formal or informal. The first three 
have been done for you. 

1) Please tell me who you saw. 

 Informal 

2) Whom did you marry? 

 Formal 

3) She’s the person who I always talk to and the one in whom I trust. 

 Informal 

4) He is a student whom I advise. 

5) Who did you convince to do that job? 

6) Whom did you fight in the boxing ring last week, and with whom will you fight next week? 

7) Who is going to help whom? 

7) In whom did you confide the secret name of the person who you voted for? 



8) Who do you see as the person in whom we should entrust the most responsibility? 

 

“Who” vs. “Whom,” Exercise 2: 

Assume that all of the sentences below are written in informal tone. Fill in the blanks with 
either “who” or “whom.”  The first wo have been done for you. 

1) The people surrounding the president right now are the ones who must guard him with 
their lives.  

2) I professional background drummer. This week, Pearl Jam is the band with whom I’ll 
perform. 

3) He is an honest man in ___________ people trust. 

4) ______ did you carpool with on the way to work? 

5) Who are you, and ______ are you here to see? 

6) Around _______ did the bee fly? 

7) Did you look into ______ would be the best candidate for the job? 

8) _______ won’t be coming to the party tonight? 

 

 

“Who” vs. “Whom,” Exercise 3: 

Assume that all of the sentence below are written in formal tone. Fill in the blanks with either 
“who” or “whom.” The first tow have been done for you. 

1) Whom will you visit? 

2) Who is in charge of the committee? 

3) We dissected the mice ______ were the subject of our experiement. 

4) Whom should we hire, and with _____ should we make our hiring decisions? 

5) I have not yet decided ______ will accompany me. 

6) I have not yet decided ______ I will notify. 

7) ______ did the boss choose for the special project? 

8) We are trying to determine ________ committed the crime. 



DEMONSTRATIVE EXERCISES 

ACTVITY 1: That vs. This (distance and closeness) 

In the sentences below, “that” or “this” (and plural these/those) are used to indicate either 
physical or emotional closeness or distance. After each sentence, say whether the sentence 
expresses emotional distance, physical distance, emotional closeness, or physical closeness. 
The first four have been done for you. 

1) Let’s go to that store on the other side of town. Physical distance 

2) We do need political reform; that much is true. But I don’t agree with the rest of your 
opinion. Emotional distance 

3) Come over here and look at this sculpture. Physical closeness 

4) These are my favorite books. Emotional closeness 

5) What are these children doing in my office? 

6) Is this where I should get off the bus? 

7) Aren’t those trees beautiful? 

8) It will take me about 4 hours to drive to that city. 

9) You think I’m handsome? Well, this is true. 

10) My favorite Olympic swimmer was disqualified? That’s not fair! 

11) I failed my exam? This doesn’t make sense! 

12) Those shooting stars look like they’re getting closer. 

 

ACTIVITY 2: That vs. This and These vs. Those: List order 

Recall that “that” and “this” go in a certain order when you are listing relativized nouns. 
You have two options for order: either start with “this” for the first noun and “that” for 
every noun that follows, OR alternate between “this” and “that,” with “this” as the first 
noun. The same rules go for the plural versions of the words, “these” and “those.” Below, 
you will see several sentences where the list order is incorrect. Make corrections in bold. The 
first one been done for you. (The answer shows two possible corrections, but you will only 
have to do one correction for each sentence.) 

1) We should visit that art museum, this science museum, this history museum, and this 
restaurant. 

POSSIBLE CORRECTION 1: We should visit this art museum, that science museum, 



that history museum, and that restaurant. 

POSSIBLE CORRECTION 2: We should visit this art museum, that science museum, 
this history museum, and that restaurant. 

2) Please put that pepperoni, those olives, those mushrooms, and that sausage on the pizza. 

3) For your homework, do this math problem, this math problem, and that math problem. 

4) This player, that player, that player, and this player will be cut from the team. 

5) I’ve read those books, that magazine, those comics, and that newspaper. 

 

ACTIVITY 3: Pointing to the existence or location of a noun 

“That,” “This,” “These,” “Those,” and “Which” can be used to point out the existence of a 
noun. Please recall that “which” is ONLY used to point out nouns that are part of a choice or 
selection of things. Please complete the sentences below using that/those/this/these/which 
correctly. The first two have been done for you. 

1) Let’s visit those stores over there, but first let’s finish eating our meal at this restaurant. 

2) Which stores are you talking about? The ones to the left or the ones to the right? 

3) I’m talking about ____________ stores on the right, the ones near _______ garden. 

4) There is a garden over to the left and another garden over to the right, see? I can’t tell 
______ garden you’re talking about. 

5) _________ garden, the one I’m pointing at. 

6) Oh, I understand. Well, let’s finish _______ meal. Aren’t ________ vegetables delicious? 

7) That depends on ______ vegetables you’re talking about. I love __________ steamed 
cabbage, but ________ peas are not so great. 

 

ACTIVITY 4: Substituting for a phrase or sentence: 

You can use “that,” “this,” or “which” as a substitute for a phrase or whole sentence that 
would otherwise be repeated in your writing or speech. Remember that “which” should be 
used in the middle of a sentence after a comma. “That” and “This” should appear at the 
beginning of a sentence, after a semicolon, or after a conjunction such as “because” or 
“and.” In the sentences below, replace the repeated phrase with “that,” “this,” or “which.” 
The first two have been done for you. A few different possible corrections are shown in the 
first two examples, but you will only need to do one correction in your own answers. Be sure 



to use “which” at least once in your corrections. 

1) All Master’s degree candidates must write a research-based thesis, and writing a research 
based thesis can be difficult. 

POSSIBLE CORRECTIONS: 
 All Master’s degree candidates must write a research-based thesis, and this can be 
difficult. 
All Master’s degree candidates must write a research-based thesis, and that can be 
difficult. 

All Master’s degree candidates must write a research-based thesis, which can be 
difficult. 

2) In my Master’s program, there is an unwritten rule that if your advisor approves of your 
thesis, the committee is supposed to also approve you. The fact that there is an unwritten rule 
that if your advisor approves your thesis, the committee is also supposed to approve it is 
unusual. 

 POSSIBLE CORRECTIONS: 

In my Master’s program, there is an unwritten rule that if your advisor approves of 
your thesis, the committee is supposed to also approve you. This is unusual. 

In my Master’s program, there is an unwritten rule that if your advisor approves of 
your thesis, the committee is supposed to also approve you; that is unusual. 

In my Master’s program, there is an unwritten rule that if your advisor approves of 
your thesis, the committee is supposed to also approve you, which is unusual. 

3) OK, so she wants me to remodel the house before she moves in. I guess the fact that she 
wants me to remodel the house before she moves in makes sense. 

4) I like it when the US dollar loses some of its value. The fact that I like it when the US 
dollar loses a little of its value makes sense, because I am paid mostly in Euros, Peruvian 
Pesos, and Japanese yen. 

5) It’s supposed to snow a lot Christmas week, and the fact that it’s supposed to snow a lot on 
Christmas week is not unusual in this part of the United States. 

6) California is having a drought right now. You know California is having a drought right 
now. 

7) It’s my birthday today! I can’t believe you forgot it’s my birthday today! 

ACTVITY 5: Connecting two clauses in a sentence 

Recall that the word “that” can be used to connect two clauses in a sentence. When “that” is 



used to connect two clauses, it is usually also possible to make the sentence without using 
“that.” However, adding “that” as a clause connector can place emphasis on the whole 
sentence, especially on the second clause. In the sentences below, add “that” to connect the 
two clauses and create a sense of emphasis. The first one has been done for you. 

1) The Amish church believes that modern technology should only be used if absolutely 
necessary. 

2) I told you it would not rain today, but I was wrong. 

3) Remember no matter how cold the winter gets, it will be spring eventually. 

4) They say opposites attract. 

5) However, studies show it’s not true--- in fact, similar people are more likely to be friends 
or get married. 

6) The deer came out of the woods because they saw the humans had left. 

 


