
Greetings and congratulations on behalf of the Alumni Association membership to the Class of 
2021 and welcome as talented graduates of the City College of New York. 
 
You and your families are justifiably proud of your graduation accomplishment. You may be the 
first college graduate in the family, or the first sibling. Whichever it is, your accomplishment is a 
source of personal and family pride. 
 
Your degree represents the aspirations, the dreams fulfilled and validates the many sacrifices of 
your parents and possibly other family members. It reinforces the faith they placed in you. It 
establishes your achievement as a benchmark for others in your immediate and/or extended 
family to emulate. 
 
It also is a personal sense of pride, confirmation, and recognition of your capabilities, as well as 
a harbinger of the type of success that possibly awaits you. Take time to absorb and assess this 
personally and celebrate the accomplishment with family. 
 

However, your graduation has also occurred during the Covid-19 Pandemic and is somewhat bittersweet. The Coronavirus 
Pandemic is the equivalent of a global health tornado, upending lives, dreams, spreading sickness, sadness, economic 
hardship, hunger, ruin, uncertainty and even death. It has completely reordered what you thought post-graduation held 
for you. It has injected pervasive sadness and layered uncertainty over your plans. 
 
You have benefited by experience how you perform under sustained stress and pressure.  You know yourself better now 
as a result and this will be an asset as your career evolves. 
 
Remember as a graduate of CCNY, you come from a long and distinguished tradition, dating back to 1853, when the 
Alumni Association was established by the first graduation class. We are the oldest alumni association connected to a 
public college in the U.S. 
 
Our alums include 10 Noble Laureates. We have played a major role in shaping NYC, the state and nation. We as 
graduates from the CCNY are among the second largest number of alums nationwide that have moved into the middle 
class and above. Your place awaits you! 
 
It is important that you confront the pandemic challenge and persevere over what now appears to be an overwhelming 
obstacle. Remember previous alums graduated during WWI, WWII, recessions, depressions, the Korean conflict, the 
Vietnam War, and the tragedy of 9/11 and became successful.  These tragic events created the opportunity for graduates 
to use their talents to contribute to overcoming these major obstacles, improving our city, state, nation, and the world. 
 
You are also graduating when our democracy is being seriously tested.  Some citizens believe our democracy is 
guaranteed.  That is a misperception.  The strength of our representative democracy is a by-product of civic engagement 
by each citizen.   
 
Besides pursuing your career, you need to become a guardian of this democracy.  You must consistently cast your vote 
and work to protect the vote of other citizens. 
 
The CCNY baton is now being past to the Class of 2021. I know that you are up to the challenge and will continue the 
proud tradition of being “New York Tough, Smart, Strong, Discipline and Loving.” 
 
We also invite you to join the Alumni Association and some of our affiliates through this link, which will increase your 
professional network and maintain a relationship with prior and current graduates, while perpetuating the “1853 
Tradition.” Your first-year membership is our gift in recognition of your graduation. Learn more at www.ccnyalumni.org. 
 
Congratulations again!!! 
 
Gary Calnek 
President, CCNY Alumni Association 
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