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As part of my new year’s celebration, it has 
become my practice to reflect on and, in some 
small way, to show my gratitude for all the 
blessings afforded me over the previous year. In 
this issue of “Alumnus” magazine we embody 
that concept with an underlying theme of 
gratitude throughout.

We begin with highlights of our Annual 
Alumni Gala, p 2. What a wonderful feeling to 

return to an in-person gala–with incredible food, music, awards, memories 
made and bonds forged. (Relive or experience the 2022 Alumni Gala 
for the first time on our YouTube page). Association scholarships were 
awarded to 38 current students, some of whom provided “Alumnus” with 
their future plans and a word of thanks to the association and scholarship 
donors (p. 4).

Just as CCNY provided for you, the College continues to meet the needs 
of its students. Benny’s Pantry, a City College and Foundation for City 
College outreach initiative, continues to grow (p. 7) and provide fresh 
meals for those in need. And our cover story (p. 8) is about an exciting 
new center made possible by a generous contribution to the College from 
the Leon Levy (class of ’42) Foundation.

Gratitude for CCNY and our alumni community can sometimes come 
from unexpected places–we capture two of those moments on p. 13–one 
provided by the president-elect of Harvard and the other from the Chief 
Librarian at the CUNY DSI. And pages 14-16 contain two beautiful 
stories on the challenges and opportunities provided by CCNY’s School of 
Engineering to female students back when women were still not allowed 
to study in many institutions.

Lastly, I am grateful for YOU and this generous alumni community. Thank 
you for being a member of our organization and for sharing your stories, 
remembrances, and successes with me and the “Alumnus” magazine 
team. We love hearing from you–please keep your stories coming! Email: 
dcovington@ccnyalumni.org.

I hope to see you at one of the Association’s many events this spring. Stay 
safe and stay connected!

—David Covington
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CLASS NOTESGALA HIGHLIGHTS

142ND ALUMNI GALA CELEBRATES GRADUATES, UPWARD 
MOBILITY AND INSTITUTIONAL LEGACY
By Katie Herchenroeder

As more than a half century of graduates filled the Great Hall for the Alumni Association’s Annual 
Gala, Association President Lawrence S. Greengrass, ’73, reflected on his own time at CCNY, and how 
it felt to be in a room full of his peers.

“As alumni of the great City College of New York, we are part of something that is bigger than 
ourselves,” he said. “We share a unique bond that we should all be proud of.”

The 142nd Alumni Gala brought together old and new friends, fostered unique connections, and 
formed memories over music. Attendees celebrated 175 years of City College, and honored some of 
the many graduates who have gone out into the world and continued to represent the institution’s 
legacy. Hosted by Dr. Jay-Sheree Allen, ’11, a family medicine physician and 2020 Townsend Harris 
Medal awardee, the event was held in person with a virtual option.

President Vincent Boudreau took the stage to note all that CCNY has recently accomplished. “The 
Wall Street Journal” ranked the college number one nationally for best value; "The Princeton Review" 
named CCNY as the third-best national public college; the Grove School of Engineering is working 
toward bringing innovations to market; scholarships and entire programs are being dedicated to 
advancing social justice and furthering applicable careers.

Boudreau called on the crowd to be ambassadors of the school, some of the best advertisers for all 
that is possible on Convent Avenue. “You’re sitting in a room that is the architectural manifestation of 
that founding mission that embodies the hope we had for you when you were at City College and for 
the students at the college today,” he said.

This manifestation was lively in the room—in the first building erected on the campus—as those who 
graduated decades apart sat at tables together, sharing laughs in the same hall where world changers 
have gathered for more than a century. 
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Part of the gala’s yearly tradition is handing out Townsend Harris Medals. Each year, the Alumni 
Association vets nominations from a special committee, and chooses no more than seven alumni for 
outstanding postgraduate achievement in their chosen fields. Established in 1933, the award praises 
graduates in the name of the founder of City College. This year, the honorees spanned age and 
discipline, showing the breadth of education alumni hold: Emmy-nominated Francee Covington, ’70, 
who will be featured in “The Five Demands,” a documentary about the 1969 takeover of City College 
in pursuit of racial justice; twin sisters Cleonis Ellen Golding, ’62, ’65 and Constance Elaine Golding, 
’62, ’65, who were two of the just 11 freshmen of color in the 1958 day-session class; journalist, author 
and teacher Stewart Kampel, ’59; researcher, geologist and innovator Dr. Henry Posamentier, ’70; Eye 
specialist Dr. Allen Taylor, ’67, known for his pathophysiology; and Dr. Leonard Susskind, ’62, founding 
director of the Stanford Institute for Theoretical Physics.

In addition to celebrating these accomplished graduates, the Alumni Association presented the John 
H. Finley Award, in honor of a New Yorker who has proven exemplary and dedicated service to the 
city of New York. This year’s recipient was Bronx native Anthony Romero, the executive director 
of the American Civil Liberties Union and the first member of his family to graduate from high 
school. He holds degrees from Princeton University and Stanford University. Noting his admiration 
for City College, he said, “CCNY has been at this for 175 years. You are an anchor in our city, in our 
communities; you are a beacon of learning and hope amidst the chaos and the ferment of the world 
outside.” 
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At the 142nd Annual Alumni Gala in November, scholarships were given out by the Alumni Association 
to 38 well-deserving CCNY students. The awards ranged from $1,000 to $6,000 and students were 
nominated by academic departments. Some of the award recipients shared their plans, and what it 
meant to win the award, with “Alumnus.” 

Angelica E. Pomales, born and raised in the Bronx, is pursuing her master’s in the Art 
Education Program with Teaching Certification, and graduating in spring/summer 
2023. She currently works as a visual arts teacher for students K-8, and hopes to work 
at an arts organization. With her scholarship money, she will help her parents and pay 
off her CCNY student loans. This accomplishment motivates her further by showing 
how far she has come and how much she is capable of offering. She gives back to her 
community by participating in surveys and art shows for CCNY. She loves to represent 
her communities, which include the CCNY Community, Women's Rights, Latinas/LatinX, 
LGBTQIA+, New Yorkers, and “Bronxites.” 

 
Amber Dimaculangan, ’22, born and raised in Queens, graduated in the fall from the 
School of Education. She plans to pursue her master’s in mathematics and education 
and become a math teacher for teens. She will use her scholarship fund towards the cost 
of her final semester at CCNY. The award motivates her and encourages her to continue 
down the path of education, and support students from all walks of life. She contributes 
to the CCNY community by employing her mathematical prowess for tutoring those who 
need help with math courses.
 

Liliana M. Robledo, born in Puerto Rico, is currently pursuing her bachelor’s in Childhood Bilingual 
Education, and will graduate in January 2024. Her future plans involve becoming a teacher, and helping 
students who struggle with the English language in their path of learning. She will use the scholarship 
fund on resources to prepare her for her career. The award is meaningful to her because it proves that 
despite her struggles, her hard work is making a difference. She will keep going and push herself to be 
even better. After graduation, she plans to work in a dual-language classroom. 
 

Yasmin Solomon, from the island of Jamaica but currently living in Harlem, graduated 
from the School of Education in fall 2023. She plans to pursue graduate studies in 
special education and literacy. She will use her scholarship funds to assist with her rent 
for next semester, so she can work fewer hours and not have to worry about juggling 
work and school. This award motivates her to continue her journey in the field of 
education. She gives back to her community by tutoring students who struggle with 
reading. 
 
Ornella Bonhomme was born in Haiti and has been living in Brooklyn since 2010. She 
will graduate from the Bernard and Anne Spitzer School of Architecture in 2025. This 
award allowed her to feel seen as a student. It encourages her to push forward with 
her education because she feels supported by those around her and wants to make 
their endorsements worthwhile. Once she graduates, she hopes to continue immersing 
herself in the world of architecture and interior design because she is truly passionate 
about it. She is currently the event planner for the American Institute of Architecture 
Students chapter. She is grateful for the help and advice she has received from the 
Alumni Association. 

STUDENTS CELEBRATED WITH SCHOLARSHIPS AT GALA
By Aisha Hussain

GALA HIGHLIGHTS



WINTER 2023 . ALUMNUS | 5

CLASS NOTESALUMNI AFFILIATE GROUPS 

RECENT AFFILIATE EVENTS

Just this past fall, our affiliate groups gathered together to celebrate achievements within the CCNY 
community and launch new ways for alumni to stay connected.
         
Art lovers were treated to several receptions held by the CCNY’s Art Alumni Group for an exhibition 
of students’ artwork in the Cohen Library archives gallery that ran from September 1 to October 7.

 
The Architecture Group’s 2022 Alumni Event, held at the Spitzer School 
of Architecture, allowed attendees to network, meet newly appointed 
Dean Marta Gutman, and celebrate career achievement, faculty, and 
staff honorees: Wayne Benjamino, ’80, licensed architect with 40 years 
of diverse experience, Professor Catherine Seavitt Nordenson, ’07, 
director of the Master of Landscape Architecture program at the Spitzer 
School, Willy Zambrano, ’90, founder and design principal in charge 
of Zambrano Architectural Design, Hillary Brown, professor emerita of 
architecture at the Spitzer School, Jerrilynn Dodds, CCNY School of 
Architecture professor from 1990 until 2007, and the Spitzer School’s 
Associate Dean Dr. Michael J. Miller.
 

City College’s Business and Economics Alumni Society launched their mentorship program at 
a kickoff event at the end of September. Then, in November the BEAS hosted a program about 
building better money habits, like investing, managing accounts, and building wealth at the Bank of 
America Tower near Bryant Park.
 
At the 14th Annual Simón Bolivar Award Dinner, the Latino Alumni Group reunited in Shepard Hall to 
honor two Rising Star awardees, Jacqueline Rodriguez, ’10, and Christopher Villaverde, ’14, and Jorge 
B. Merced, ’05, recipient of the Simón Bolivar Career Achievement Award. All net proceeds benefit 
the affiliate group’s Scholarship Fund.
 
The Center For Worker Education Alumni Group held a fundraiser bake sale for their Scholarship 
Award in their student lounge.
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The Alumni Association is connected to several unique special interest groups, called affiliates, 
included within the membership. The groups are each governed by a voluntary Board of 
Directors with officers and conduct activities to benefit both their fellow alumni and today’s 
current students. These affiliate organizations bring together graduates from all walks of 
life, focused on similar interests, goals, or educational specialties. Their activities tend to be 
focused in the tri-state area, but are flexible in scope.
 
The Association currently consists of fifteen affiliate groups: Alumni Varsity Association, 
Architecture Alumni, Art Alumni, Asian Alumni, Black Alumni, Center of Worker Education 
Alumni, Communications Alumni Group (CAG), Education Alumni, Latino Alumni, Political 
Science Alumni, ROTC Alumni, Science Alumni, Young Professional Alumni, Business/ 
Economics Alumni Society (BEAS) and Engineering School Alumni.

 
To inquire about joining an existing group or starting a new affiliate group, please 

contact membership@ccnyalumni.org.
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MESSAGE FROM THE ALUMNI PRESIDENT

HATE CRIMES WON’T BE TOLERATED
With an unfortunate rise in anti-semitic hate crimes, CUNY has taken a step forward in order to protect its Jewish 
students. According to the Chancellor Félix V. Matos Rodríguez, CUNY has expanded its Campus Climate Initiative 
with $750,000 to implement new programs, and will build a portal to contain a public record of all anti-semitic 
incidents that take place on any CUNY campus. These are  important steps to continue ensuring that Jewish students 
feel safe whilst they pursue their education on CUNY campuses. 

The Alumni Association of The City College of New York has also decided to speak up on the issue. The AACCNY is a 
separate and independent organization. The AACCNY does not speak for either City College of NY or City University 
of NY. With that being made clear, President Larry Greengrass made a statement on behalf of the AACCNY: 

Alumni Association of CCNY Statement on Hate Crimes

In recent years, our nation has witnessed a sharp rise in hate crimes, conspiracy theories, 
and violence aimed at African Americans, Asian Americans, Hispanic Americans, and Jewish 
Americans. In addition, despite the words most of us learned in school, from the Statue of 
Liberty, “Give me your tired, your poor, your huddled masses yearning to breathe free...,” hate 
and violence, often stoked by political leaders against immigrants including legal asylum 
seekers, has increased exponentially.

The result of this hate is not a fair and genuine discussion over political philosophies or policies. 
Vigorous, honest, and respectful debates are healthy in a democracy. But the crimes of violence 
and abuse directed against so many Americans, should not be tolerated in any civil society. 
Sadly, discriminatory attacks against certain groups have also increased on college campuses 
all over the country. All of us need to take action to stem this tide, to respect different points of 
view through legitimate discussion, and call out those who violate basic social norms. Standing 
on the side lines, thus enabling wrongful behavior, should also not be accepted. Every day, we 
can all find ways to counter prejudice and intolerance. Hate can escalate when discriminatory 
attitudes and actions go unchecked. We fight bias by challenging it, including when it takes 
place online, and by working to create inclusive and equitable environments where we all live 
and work. By speaking out, educating, and advocating, we should all respond to bias-related 
incidents and crimes, and help communities across the country become safer, more inclusive 
places.

The Alumni Association of The City College of New York, an independent 501(c)3, which traces 
its roots to 1853, states in its mission statement that it seeks “...to advance the principles of 
public higher education without regard to race, creed, color, or national origin...” Accordingly, 
the Alumni Association, representing the alumni of this magnificent institution which has 
transformed the lives of so many and which continues to be recognized as a world leader in 
advancing the social mobility of students, reaffirms the principles of its mission statement. 
In addition, we urge all alumni and the greater CCNY community to stand up and speak out 
against all forms of discrimination that we encounter. What better way to fight against hate, 
than to educate. And what better way to educate our young, than to promote and support 
both The City College of New York and our Alumni Association.

Larry Greengrass
President, Alumni Association of CCNY
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City College and the Foundation for City College’s ongoing outreach initiatives to provide fresh, 
nutritious meals to those in need continues to expand, including a massive effort that resulted in 
hundreds of meals being distributed the week of Thanksgiving 2022. Eight hundred twenty-five 
meals were offered this year, including vegetarian options. 

The meals are provided by Benny’s Pantry, which got its start in a small office in the Colin 
Powell School for Civic and Global Leadership in 2016. Support from the Foundation for City 
College, and an additional $20,000 seed grant from the Carol and Milton Petrie Foundation in 
2019 enabled a move to the North Academic Center. It has since expanded to three additional 
locations: The Towers, the CCNY Facilities Department and the Division of Interdisciplinary 
Studies at the Center for Worker Education, CCNY's downtown campus. Since then, Benny’s 
Pantry has operated full-time with an all-volunteer team, including throughout the pandemic, 
and even opened its doors to all CUNY groups.

Every year since 2020, the College and Foundation have partnered with Black-owned school 
food management company Red Rabbit to deliver the meals to different community partners, 
including PSS Manhattanville Center, Wilson Major Morris Community Center, Greater File Chapel 
Baptist Church, and Living Redemption.

This partnership also enabled Migrant Kitchen to donate 100 turkeys to CCNY community 
partners during the Thanksgiving season.

Benny’s recently entered into a partnership with the Migrant Kitchen Initiative, an organization 
dedicated to ending the hunger crisis in New York City, and now prepares fresh meals and 
delivers them to Benny’s Pantry every Thursday.

GRATITUDE FOR BENNY’S PANTRY AND VOLUNTEERS 
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The newly created Daniel Patrick Moynihan Center at City College is gearing up for its first cohort of 
Fellows in 2023-24. Inspired by the legacy of the late New York Senator and City College student, 
Daniel P. Moynihan, the Moynihan Center is dedicated to advancing public scholarship and public 
service, and will cultivate leaders who blur the boundaries between critical thinking, public service 
practice, and popular communication. 

“We have grand ambitions for the Moynihan Center,” said Carlo Invernizzi Accetti, professor of political 
science and the Center’s inaugural executive director. “Not only will the Center amplify new voices 
and inspire new leaders, but through its programs, its community partnerships, and a series of public 
events, it will challenge our students to reimagine what a career in public service can mean.”

The Center is launching with a foundational grant of $7.5 million from the Leon Levy Foundation to 
support its first five years of operations. Philanthropist Shelby White created the Leon Levy Foundation 
in 2007 from the estate of her husband Leon Levy, ’42, a CCNY alumni who died in 2003. The Center 
continues to fundraise toward a goal of $10 million for its first five years. 

The Moynihan Center is based in the Colin Powell School. With nearly 4,000 of CCNY’s 15,000 
students, the Colin Powell School is the largest student division of CCNY. The Center fits perfectly with 
the Colin Powell School’s distinctive mission aimed at transforming one of the nation’s most diverse 
student populations into tomorrow’s global leaders. 

LEON LEVY FOUNDATION BRINGS MOYNIHAN CENTER TO LIFE 

Shelby White and Leon Levy at Ashkelon in Israel, the archaeological expedition that the couple 
supported—and participated in every summer—for many years.
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According to Colin Powell School Dean Andrew Rich, the Center will not only be a home to students, 
but also to mid-career academics, journalists, and public service leaders, and will invigorate debate 
and exchange at an institution with a long tradition of combining the intellectual and the political. 
“The focus is on big conversations in New York City, nationally, and internationally. The Moynihan 
Center will further establish City College as a fulcrum for public discussions about big ideas and 
critical issues,” said Rich.
 
The Center will be organized around two signature fellowship programs—the Public Scholars 
Fellowship, targeted to early-to-mid-career professionals, and the Public Service Fellowship, targeted 
to students—and will ultimately be housed in Shepard Hall, the landmark neo-gothic building and 
centerpiece of City College’s Harlem campus. Public Scholars will receive unrestricted awards of up 
to $100,000, and will have dedicated office space on campus, where they will spend one year writing, 
teaching, and mobilizing innovative, heterodox ideas about critical issues in public affairs. Student 
fellows will receive awards of up to $10,000, including a stipend to subsidize a summer internship at 
one of several partner public service institutions.

“Enthusiasm for this initiative has been simply astounding,” said 
Michael Miller, a distinguished lecturer in political science and 
deputy director of the center. “The tweet announcing the Public 
Scholars Fellowship received well over a thousand engagements 
and tens of thousands of impressions in a single day, reflecting 
how timely and absolutely necessary this opportunity is.”

Michelle Morazán, managing director of the center, expects 
a similar level of excitement when the student fellowship is 
announced this month: "City College students are strivers 
committed to academic excellence and bringing upward mobility 
and power back to their families and communities. The Public 
Service Fellowship will support these goals, addressing the 
historical lack of diversity across the spectrum of professional 
public service and preparing our students to bring innovative 
solutions to the complex social issues they constantly face."

Moynihan, a Harvard professor and a four-time senator, grew up in Manhattan. He attended high 
school in East Harlem and worked on the docks. He attended CCNY in 1943 before enlisting in the 
Navy for officer training. He continued his studies at Tufts University where he received both his B.A. 
and M.A. A Fulbright Scholar, he studied at the London School of Economics. Upon his return to the 
U.S. he began working in politics while finishing his Ph.D. at Syracuse University. His career in politics 
was storied, both academically and as a statesman. He co-authored “Beyond the Melting Pot,” about 
immigrant assimilation, with Nathan Glazer in 1963. Moynihan authored more than a dozen books.         

“Once you go to freshman convocation you are forever a City College alum, so Senator Moynihan 
is proudly one of ours, even though he finished his degree elsewhere,” said Rich. “He was a public 
intellectual and a statesman, with a combination of qualities that are often missing in policy debates 
today.”  

With the launch of the Moynihan Center, City College will ensure that the next generation of public 
servants and public intellectuals will continue in Moynihan’s tradition of critical public engagement, 
and will reflect the diversity of viewpoints and lived experiences represented at City College today. 

Inaugural Executive Director 
Carlo Invernizzi Acetti
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Resources available to alumni and the public from CCNY 
include archives that have been recently digitized by faculty 
members and librarians. Included are “The Collected 
Papers of U.N. Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon.” Professor 
Jean Krasno of the Colin Powell School unveiled the 
digital project at the first post-pandemic in-person talk 
and luncheon following the 8th Annual Sternberg Family 
Lecture given by the former Secretary-General Ban Ki-
moon. 
 
This multi-year project was developed under Krasno’s 
leadership, a renowned scholar on the history of the 
U.N. and director of the M.A. program in International 
Relations in the Department of Political Science at CCNY. 
The collection includes speeches, interviews, memos, press 
conferences, code cables, reports to the Security Council 
and General Assembly, and photographs. It offers an 
organized, historic record of how former Secretary-General 
Ban Ki-moon managed his leadership role within the 
constraints and opportunities of the office. The collection 
can be viewed at https://ccnydigitalscholarship.org/
bankimoon.

The collection of former U.N. Secretary-General Kofi 
Anan is also accessible via https://www.jstor.org/site/ccny/. 
The Department of Humanities and the Arts announced 

the digital publication of a collection of letters and essays 
by Wilfred Mendelson, “Mendy,” (1915-1938) who was 
one of 13 CCNY students, faculty and staff volunteers 
who died fighting in support of Spain's democracy during 
the Spanish civil war (1936-1939). These individuals are 
memorialized by a plaque located on the upper level of the 
North Academic Center Rotunda. Four years after Mendy’s 
death, his classmates and fellow volunteers gathered to pay 
homage to and memorialize him with the publication of 
“Let My People Know: The Story of Wilfred Mendelson 
(‘Mendy’), Student Leader, Organizer, Journalist, Anti-
Fascist Soldier Who Fell in Spain July 28, 1938.” 

The book was edited and annotated collaboratively by 
Iberian Cultural Studies Associate Professor Isabel Estrada, 
Stefano Morello, NEH Digital Humanities Fellow, and 
the students in the Spring 2022 course “Activism and the 
College Experience” at City College. The course sought 
to examine political activism on the CCNY campus 
in the context of the transnational conflict between 
totalitarianism and democracy that preceded WWII, 
while introducing students to digital humanities tools and 
methodologies. Estrada said that the project has received 
a very large number of views. The book is available at 
https://cuny.manifoldapp.org/projects/let-my-people-
know.

DIGITIZED PROJECTS AVAILABLE TO ALUMNI AND THE PUBLIC
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Former U.N. Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon



For those interested in CCNY’s history, the Archives 
and Special Collections Division of the City College 
Libraries, presents six illustrated texts created in support 
of the 175th Anniversary of the founding of the Free 
Academy, now The College of the City of New York. 
These texts can be accessed in their entirety as The City 
College Of New York Historical Publications at www.
jstor.org/site/ccny/ccnyhistoricalpublications. 

In addition to the account of the institution’s founding, 
the narrative of the first 100, 125 and 159 years, and a 
look at the distinguished architecture of the College, can 
be accessed from JSTOR Forum at www.jstor.org/site/
ccny.

The Alumni Publications project in JSTOR provides 
access to issues of “The Communicator” and is accessible 
at www.jstor.org/site/ccny/ccnyalumnipublications.

Copies of five City College student publications were 
digitized due to the generous support of the City College 
Alumni Association and the City College Fund. The 
issues of the “The Paper,” aka CCNY's “Tech News,” 
“The Messenger,” “The Campus,” and the April Fool’s 
issue titled “The Crampus” can be accessed at http://
digital-archives.ccny.cuny.edu/StudentPublications/
collections/browse. If anyone has additional issues of 
“The Crampus,” they would be gratefully received by the 
City College Archives.

– with additional writing by Professor Sydney Van Nort 

Want to help out with a special 
project of the library? Volunteers 
are needed to help digitize the 
archives of “Alumnus” magazine. 
Be a part of history. 

Email David Covington at 
dcovington@ccnyalumni.org

GET HANDS-ON WITH THE 
LIBRARY COLLECTIONS

As a special nod to alumni, the 
Archives and Special Collections 
Division of the City College Libraries, 
in collaboration with the Rifkind 
Center for the Humanities and the 
Arts, are opening their monthly 
talk series for faculty to alumni. For 
each occasion, librarians and Arts 
and Humanities faculty select items 
from the rich Archives and Special 
Collections holdings of Cohen 
Library, and give short, informal 
presentations introducing these 
materials, allowing the audience a 
hands-on encounter. Previous talks 
featured a 15th-century illuminated 
codex, 19th-century photographs, 
and 20th-century stencils. The dates 
have been set; to inquire about the 
topic of each talk, please contact the 
organizer András Kiséry at akisery@
ccny.cuny.edu. 

Dates for the talks are February 14, 
March 14, March 28, April 18, and May 
9. Talks take place on the 5th floor of 
Cohen Library. 
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CCNY Student Wilfred Mendelson on the 
deck of the S.S. Manhattan on his way to 
fight in the Spanish Civil War in 1938.
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THE CITY COLLEGE COMMUNITY REACTS TO A STUDENT’S 
RACIST THREAT TO “SHOOT UP THE SCHOOL”

On November 23, 2022, Din Bajrektarevic, a student 
enrolled in CCNY, allegedly threatened to “shoot up” the 
Manhattan campus in a series of online messages. The 
College’s Public Safety Department called law enforcement, 
and Bajrektarevic was arrested two days later when he 
returned to the campus.

Bajrektarevic allegedly sent messages to an unidentified 
student that included racial slurs and threats of violence, 
according to the Manhattan District Attorney’s complaint. 
“When I shoot up the school, know who’s to blame,” 
one message threatened. “Your brains will be left on the 
(expletive) pavement,” another graphically stated. The 
messages also demanded that the recipient “stop talking to 
white people” and referred to his racial group, comparing 
the defendant's race to an animal.

Pat Morena, Executive Director of Public Safety at City 
College, informed students and faculty of the threat 
through an email broadcast on November 29. “Public Safety 
immediately acted on the threat with the NYPD and the 
FBI, and the student was promptly identified and arrested,” 
the email said. 

On campus, students and faculty felt horrified when 
they heard the news about the threat. “My friend sent 
me a screenshot of the email and I'm like, why is this 
guy released?” said Salwa Rahman, a public relations and 
advertising major. 

The D.A.’s office charged Bajrektarevic with aggravated 
harassment in the second degree as a hate crime, harassment 
in the first degree as a hate crime, and aggravated 
harassment in the second degree. 

Bajrektarevic was released from custody, without having to 
post bail, to wait for his January 11 court date. “[He] has 
[also] been suspended and barred from the City College 
campus,” according to the email broadcast by Public Safety. 
Meanwhile, the D.A.’s office granted a temporary order of 
protection to the student who reported him. 

The university has assured students and faculty that Public 
Safety Officers are fully prepared to enforce Bajrektarevic’s 
ban from campus. Still, many expressed concern that these 
measures are not enough. 

They pointed to the composition of the student body, 
which is 85% people of color. “When I came to campus on 
Monday it was as if it was a normal day. No FBI or NYPD. 
Honestly, I’m disgusted and offended,” said Tyrese Johnson, 
an English major. “This says that City College, which 
enrolls predominantly people of color and has a history of 
celebrating diversity, isn’t as dedicated to upholding those 
ideals as they claim to be.” 

Public Safety Officers set up yellow tape to manage lines 
of students as they enter the North Academic Center, but 
Larisa Caraballo, a psychology and political science major, 
said that this is the only building with heightened security 
measures. 

The U.S. experienced over 45 school shootings that resulted 
in injuries or deaths in 2022. Many fear that City College 
could be next. 

Students and faculty have ideas about what the school can 
do to prevent this from happening again in the future. 

“When I spent a semester at Brooklyn College, you didn’t 
need an ID to get into buildings, but you needed one to 
get onto campus. That could be an alternative, to have 
checkpoints at the entrances,”  said George Elliot, a City 
College student.

Meanwhile, students wonder if Bajrektarevic, who listed 
himself as a business major on his LinkedIn page, will try to 
return to campus.

By Rhiannon Rashidi, Miguel Johnson, Dakota Medina, and Erick Martinez

Reprinted with Permission from “Harlem 
View” (harlemview.com), an online publication 
mostly reported and created by students in the 
Journalism program at CCNY. Edited for length 
and clarity.



WINTER 2023  . ALUMNUS | 13

Congratulations to Dr. Claudine Gay on her 
appointment as the 30th president-elect of Harvard 
University. She previously held the position of dean of 
Harvard’s Faculty of Arts and Sciences. Gay is the first 
Black president and the second woman appointed to 
the position. 

In her remarks as president-elect, Gay said, “My 
parents are immigrants from Haiti. They came to 
the U.S. with very little and put themselves through 
college while raising our family: my mom became a 
registered nurse, and my dad, a civil engineer, and it 
was the City College of New York that made those 
careers possible.”

Sony Gay, Claudine’s father, graduated with a degree 
in civil engineering in 1972. Her mother attended 
CCNY but later graduated from Savannah State. 

Consistently ranked as a leader in social mobility, 
City College's academic excellence and status as 
a working-class school earned it the oft-used title 
"Harvard of the Proletariat."   

Gay also said, “College was always the expectation 
for me. My parents believed that education opens 
every door. But, of course that gave me three 
options—I can become an engineer, a doctor, or a 
lawyer—which I’m sure that other kids of immigrant 
parents can relate to! Let’s just say that my becoming 
an academic was not what my parents had in mind. 
So, my decision to pursue a liberal arts and sciences 
education was a leap of faith—really for all of us. But 
thankfully, my parents supported my choice. And by 
virtue of that fact, my life’s path took shape.” 

Gay will take office in July 2023.

HARVARD'S PRESIDENT-ELECT 
CREDITS HER CCNY-EDUCATED 
PARENTS

Because I am grateful…

I recently decided to become a Lifetime 
member of the Alumni Association of The 
City College of New York. One of the main 
reasons for doing so is to ensure my long-
term support and permanent connection 
to a place that opened its doors when I 
became a transferred student in the early 
1990s. Since then, I have found at City a 
nurturing and supportive space allowing me 
to grow academically and professionally. 
I owe much to CUNY, especially to City 
College, which has provided me with 
the necessary tools to develop from an 
undergraduate student to a full-fledged 
university professor. I am compelled to give 
back and in a small way help to pave the 
path by facilitating the journey of current and 
future students. I invite you to consider the 
prospects of becoming a Lifetime member 
or to become a sustained supporter of the 
Alumni Association. I decided to show my 
appreciation in a concrete and tangible way. 

–Sarah Aponte
Chief Librarian, CUNY DSI
Professor, The City College of New York 
Libraries 

AN AACCNY LIFETIME 
MEMBERSHIP HAS ITS REWARDS

To learn more about membership and/or 
donating to the Alumni Association, visit 
www.ccnyalumni.org or call 212-234-3000.



A WOMAN ENGINEER: HELEN R. STERNHEIM 

Helen Rothenberg Sternheim, my wife of over six decades, was a pioneering woman electrical 
engineer.

Helen applied to the Bronx High School of Science, which had just begun accepting girls a year or 
two earlier, and was taking half as many girls as boys. She didn’t get in. She went to Taft High School 
instead, where she excelled. At graduation in January 1951, she was happily surprised when she was 
awarded most of the science and math prizes.

Her college choices narrowed to Hunter and CCNY—she didn’t want to go to Hunter, which was all 
women, so she opted for the latter. Our venerable institution did not then allow women as majors 
in the College of Arts and Sciences, which housed the math and science departments, although the 
College did become coed a year later. Women could enroll in Education and, strangely enough, in 
Engineering. A CCNY history website states that women had first been admitted to Engineering in 
1938.

Helen completed the four-and-a-half-year electrical engineering program, and graduated in June 1955. 
She was the only woman in that year’s engineering class of 192 grads. One other young woman had 
started with Helen, and she had dropped out. The “New York Post” published her photo in a front-page 
spread, proclaiming her as the “Queen of the Engineers.” A yearbook photo shows fourteen members 
of the Society of Women Engineers; Helen was the only senior.

She likes to brag that her lab partner was a future Nobel Prize winner, Arno Penzias. 

Helen and I met in a freshman physics class. We started dating a year or two later. We were married 
shortly after her graduation, on June 19, 1955, and moved into an apartment a few blocks from Yankee 
Stadium. With the windows open on a warm day we could hear the crowd noise when Mickey Mantle 
hit a home run.

Soon after graduation Helen started at Curtiss-Wright Aeronautical in northern New Jersey. She found 
that there was little for her to do. After a year she applied for a transfer to Curtiss-Wright Electronics, 

By Mort Sternheim
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The Sternheims at an Elderhostel in Santa Fe. 2015. Photo courtesy of Mort Sternheim.



a separate corporate division. There she had interesting work to do; her team was responsible for 
creating flight simulators used for pilot training.

Once I had finished my doctorate at Columbia, I got a postdoctoral position at Brookhaven National 
Laboratory, located on Long Island. Helen left her job at Curtiss-Wright Electronics, and her 
department threw her a farewell dinner. I remember her supervisor talking about the novel idea of 
hiring a woman engineer. They had decided that they had nothing to lose.

We settled into a house in Southaven—it was definitely a change from the Bronx. We completed our 
move to the exurbs by acquiring a Basset Hound puppy we named Snoopy.

After two years I moved on to another postdoc position at Yale University. Helen was ready to rejoin 
the workforce. She searched for jobs all over the state, going north to Hartford, west to Connecticut, 
and east to Rhode Island, applying to perhaps fifty companies. At one firm somebody actually said 
they did not have facilities for women.

Finally, she reached the employment offices of Southern New England Telephone (SNET), which 
was hiring engineers. They had separate men’s and women’s employment offices—she was referred 
to the men’s office since engineering was men’s work. She had good interviews and they told her 
that an offer would shortly be forthcoming. Weeks went by without a response, and whenever she 
called, they were reassuring. Eventually, she was hired; having a woman in a man’s job had required 
additional time-consuming levels of approval.

SNET bought its technology and equipment from other sources—advancement in the company 
meant pursuing management positions, not high technology. Step one for promotion was an 
exam on basic math and engineering. If you did well enough, you were eligible to attend multi-day 
training workshops offered in a distant city. Helen got a letter with her score and the statement that 
it was not high enough for the program. Yet, she checked with her colleagues and her score was 
higher than some who had been told they passed. She had no interest in attending the workshops, 
since she knew we would be moving on, but she had them correct the records. SNET may have 
been more welcoming than other companies, but sexism still persisted.

Helen became pregnant. Company policy required pregnant women to leave. She didn’t tell 
anyone about her pregnancy, and nobody asked her about it. Maybe they didn’t notice or else they 
pretended not to. Finally on December 16, 1964, after a visit to her obstetrician, she returned to her 
office and resigned. That evening our baby, Laura, was born.

Several months later we moved on to the University of Massachusetts, and bought a house in Echo 
Hill. Helen stayed home, raising our young family which soon included Amy and Jeffrey, and of 
course Snoopy. She became active in Round the World Women, which helped foreign graduate 
students and faculty wives adjust to life in Amherst. She also managed a blood bank, and organized 
a program of gourmet dinners for the University Women group.

In 1983 I bought an early IBM PC and helped to form a user’s group that enabled people to provide 
mutual support. Before long we had a computer in our basement office dedicated to running 
an electronic bulletin board program (BBS) with three phone lines and modems supporting 
simultaneous logins. It was open to the public and featured private email, echomail forums—
essentially listservs—and shareware via the 30,000-node international Fidonet network.

Our small-town high schools typically had just one physics teacher, so these people tended to be 
isolated. A BBS would connect them with colleagues and university faculty. This effort to help some 
teachers led to unplanned new career directions that would last over three decades for both of us.
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A generous retirement package 
motivated me to leave my faculty 
position in December 1997, but 
we continued with our outreach 
efforts. By June 2019 Helen and 
I were ready to retire, again. 
Less than a year later, Covid-19 
would cause major headaches 
for anyone running an in-person 
program. Our aging UMassk12 
server went offline two years later, 
but our workshop materials and 
related documents were archived 
on Scholarworks at https://
scholarworks.umass.edu/stem/ 
and are available to the public.

This story—filled with trials, joys, 
computers, baseball games, and 
more—all from one freshman 
physics class, in one institution 
where one Helen Rothenberg 
Sternheim championed her field, 
and her life.

I would like to thank Helen for 
providing information for this 
essay.
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Sixty-eight years after her graduation as one 
of the few women in her field, CCNY alumna 
Dorothy Schnabel is celebrating induction 
into Tau Beta Pi (TBP), the oldest engineering 
honor society in the country.

A cum laude graduate of the class of 1954, 
Schnabel earned her Bachelor of Science degree 
in electrical engineering at a time when women 

rarely applied to or were accepted into engineering schools.

During her time in what’s now the Grove School of Engineering, 
Schnabel was active in the Society of Women Engineers, elected to Eta 
Kappa Nu-the electrical engineering honor society-and was awarded 
the Women’s Badge of TBP. However, at the time, women were not 
allowed to be full members of TBP. 

“I was admitted to CCNY in February of 1952 when very few 
engineering schools admitted women,” Schnabel said. “Graduate 
women engineers in the U.S. were estimated to be less than one half 
percent.”

Schnabel praises her education at CCNY for giving her the tools to 
succeed professionally, including courses in electrical engineering that 
focused on early computer design. After graduation, Schnabel stayed 
on at CCNY as a lecturer, while simultaneously pursuing a master’s 
degree in electrical engineering at Columbia University.
 
She then spent much of her career at IBM Corporation, where she 
designed logic for mainframe computers, including an early machine 
that was devised for code cracking. She also worked as an engineer and 
a program manager, supervising engineers across several disciplines, in 
turn supporting the development and manufacturing of large high-
performance mainframe computers.

In tribute to her time at CCNY, Schnabel established an endowed 
scholarship in the Grove School of Engineering for students who are 
studying either electrical engineering or computer science. In 2015, she 
received the Townsend Harris Medal-the highest recognition of The 
City College Alumni Association for outstanding alumni achievement. 

An active volunteer in her church and community, Schnabel also 
tutored children in mathematics, and encouraged many girls to 
consider the STEM profession.

DOROTHY SCHNABEL, ENGINEERING 
TRAILBLAZER, INDUCTED INTO TBP

"The New York Post” 
dubbed Helen Sternheim 
‘Queen of the Engineers’ 
at CCNY’s graduation in 
1952 because she was 
the only woman in her 
graduating class of 192 
engineering students. 
Photo by Mort Sternheim.
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SAVE ON TRAVEL

At The Alumni Association 
TravelPerks Program, we pride 

ourselves on providing the best 
savings and bonuses on all cruises, 
resorts, and tour vacations. From 
individual travel and group outings 

to fundraising programs, we have the 
knowledge and industry connections 
to plan your travel at the absolute 
best price, with the best service 

possible, while also benefiting the 
alumni association.

You Save & The 
Alumni Associa-

tion Gets a 
Donation With 
Every Vacation!

YOUR BENEFITS
Guaranteed Savings
No Booking Fees
Unlimited Bonuses
No Membership,    
simply the best deals

•
•
•
•

RIVER

LAND

RESORT

541-304-2220

CRUISES

Vacation Savings for The Alumni Association of The City College of New York

www.travelperks.com/alum-ccny

Call or Visit to Save!
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DIVISION OF
HUMANITIES & THE ARTS

Philosophy 
Professor 
Damion Scott 
appears as 
an expert in 
“Afrofuturism: 
The Origin 

Story” about the artistic and cultural 
tradition that envisions a past, present 
and future that centers on the Black 
experience. It airs on the Smithsonian 
Channel through March 1.

Investigative journalist and 
Professor Barbara Nevins Taylor’s 
role in the true crime drama was 
featured in the “20/20 True Crime” 
that aired on ABC about Dean Faiello 
aka “Dr. Deceit.” It streams on Hulu.  

Distinguished Professor of 
Hispanic literature and culture 
Raquel Chang-Rodríguez is the 
latest leading academic elected a 
member of the North American 
Academy of the Spanish Language, 
which is an affiliate of the Spanish 
Royal Academy. She’s been recognized 
by ANLE for her contributions 
to Spanish American literary and 
cultural studies, and her many 
publications including those on the 
Spanish presence in early La Florida. 
A specialist in colonial literature, 
Chang-Rodríguez has written, edited, 
and co-edited several books. 

THE DIVISION OF SCIENCE  
Earth and atmospheric scientists 
Nick Steiner and Kyle McDonald 
will join the science team for the 

NASA Earth Venture mission, 
Ecosystem Spaceborne Thermal 
Radiometer Experiment on the 
International Space Station in a 
project to measure the capacity of 
the greater New York urban forest to 
mitigate the local effects of climate 
change. 

The project, 
titled “Remote 
sensing of urban 
ecosystem function 
in the megacity: 
Fine resolution 

characterization of water stress 
in NYC urban forests with 
ECOSTRESS” will measure 
temperature reduction in N.Y. 
parks as a proxy for heat mitigation. 
Steiner will measure sap flow and soil 
moisture in-situ in forests in order 
to correlate temperature reduction 
as measured with transpiration and 
water stress over the course of the 
seasonal progression and extreme 
temperature events. 

The NYC Department of Parks and 
Recreation will collaborate on the 
project, as will the N.Y. Botanical 
Gardens and the Jet Propulsion 
Laboratory. 

Launched in 2018, ECOSTRESS was 
designed to identify critical thresholds 
of water use and water stress in plants 
and to detect the timing, location, 
and predictive factors which lead to 
increased or decreased water uptake 
by vegetation in green spaces. The 
ECOSTRESS sensor is currently on 
the space station and will operate 
through 2023 with the possibility of 
an extension.

 
THE GROVE SCHOOL OF  
ENGINEERING 
Assistant Professor of Mechanical 
Engineering Jing Fan and Professor 
of Chemical Engineering Charles 
Maldarelli were interviewed on 
the National Science Foundation’s 
“Discovery Files” podcast on 
November 7, 2022 about the project 
they direct—research on the structures 
and stability of foams and emulsions. 
The project is one of 40 experiments 
delivered by the SS Sally Ride Cygnus 
spacecraft to the International Space 
Station orbiting approximately 250 
miles overhead. Fan called the ISS 
“an ideal environment for our study 
because it helps eliminate some 
competing effects” like gravity and 
sedimentation.

THE BERNARD & ANNE 
SPITZER SCHOOL OF 
ARCHITECTURE 
“Michael & Marshall: Celebrating 
Friendship, Life & Scholarship,” an 
evening to rejoice and reflect on the 
late CCNY Distinguished Professor of 
Architecture Michael Sorkin and the 
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late CCNY Distinguished Professor 
of Political Science Marshall Berman, 
was held in December. The event 
showcased the opening of the Sorkin 
Reading Room designed by Elisabetta 
Terragni, and the donation of 
Berman’s archives by his wife Shellie 
Sclan-Berman, which are located in 
the adjacent CCNY Architecture 
Library. Hundreds of people attended 
the reception to honor the two men. 
Speeches were given by President 
Vince Boudreau, Provost Tony Liss, 
Dean Marta Gutman, Sorkin’s wife 
Joan Copjec, and Sclan-Berman. 
The night served as the launch of a 
fundraising campaign by Gutman to 
endow the Michael Sorkin Visiting 
Distinguished Lecturer at the Spitzer 
School. The endowment is to allow 
for a distinguished senior designer or 
scholar, with expertise in urbanism, to 
spend a semester at the Spitzer School 
and teach an advanced seminar or 
studio, and also deliver the annual 
Mumford Lecture.

SCHOOL OF EDUCATION 
Associate Professor of Educational 
Leadership Terri N. Watson was 

appointed 
inaugural 
Provost Fellow of 
the new Center 
for Diversity, 
Equity, and 
Inclusion. 
The Center 
will conduct 

intra and extramural research and 
evaluation; offer training and support 
to faculty, students, and staff on 
issues related to equity and inclusion; 
and develop and integrate diversity, 
equity, and inclusion as part of the 

curriculum. The Center supports the 
work of related programs on campus, 
such as the GAP Alliance and the 
Faculty Senate Committee on DEI by 
working through the Provost’s Office 
to implement the recommendations 
of those committees and partnering 
with them on programming of 
campus-wide and community-facing 
activities. 

COLIN POWELL SCHOOL
FOR CIVIC AND GLOBAL 
LEADERSHIP 

Social historian 
Margo 
Groenewoud, 
an expert in the 
20th-century 
Dutch Caribbean 
at the University 
of Curaçao, is 

the 2022-2023 Fulbright scholar-
in-residence at CUNY DSI. 
Groenewoud's research centers on 
the 20th century Dutch Caribbean 
and postcolonialism, social 
justice, cultural history and digital 
humanities. As a research fellow, 
Groenewoud will expand upon 
investigations of connection and 
kinship within the Dutch Caribbean 
and broader Caribbean to include 
the Dominican Republic. Through 
archival research at CUNY DSI, 
in the Dominican Republic, and 
oral history research she will shed 
new light on the 500+ year old 
relationship between Dominicans and 
Dutch Caribbean. Her research will 
culminate in a CUNY DSI research 
monograph that contextualizes 
and analyzes Dutch-Dominican 
engagements specifically from 1916 
to 1961. 

DIVISION OF 
INTERDISCIPLINARY STUDIES 
AT THE CENTER FOR WORKER 
EDUCATION
The 8th Edition of the International 
Conference on Historical Links 
between Spain and the Americas 
will take place on May 3-5, 2023 
in N.Y. The theme will be Climate 
Change. The Instituto Cervantes of 
N.Y. and the Instituto Franklin of 
the Universidad de Alcalá join for 
the eighth year in organizing this 
conference which emphasizes an 
interdisciplinary approach to the 
connections between Spain and the 
Americas. The conference provides 
an engaging meeting opportunity 
for academics, professionals and 
participants within and outside their 
areas of specialization

CUNY SCHOOL OF MEDICINE
Dean Carmen Renee Green, M.D., 
was honored at the Forbes 50 over 

50 Impact 
celebration 
in NYC in 
December 
2022. The 
award is in 
recognition 

of Green’s bold and passionate 
leadership, which is creating more 
innovative and inclusive educational 
and research opportunities while 
eliminating health and educational 
inequities. Green has been a leader 
in medicine for the past 30 years. 
During the pandemic in 2021, 
at age 61, she was named dean of 
CSOM. Green is a leading researcher 
on inequities in pain care and, 
throughout her career, has been a 
vocal advocate for diversity, equity 
and inclusion in medicine. 
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A CONVERSATION WITH RAMONA HERNANDEZ, DIRECTOR, CUNY DSI

Founded in 1992 and housed at The City College of New York, CUNY DSI is the nation's first 
university-based research institute devoted to the study of people of Dominican descent in the 
United States and other parts of the world. CUNY DSI's mission is to produce and disseminate 
research and scholarship about Dominicans, and about the Dominican Republic. CUNY DSI is the 
locus for a community of scholars, including doctoral fellows, in the field of Dominican Studies and 
sponsors multidisciplinary research projects.

The Institute is headed by renowned sociologist and public intellectual Ramona Hernández, Ph.D., 
author of pioneering texts in the areas of migration, labor, and Dominican studies. She is a trustee 
of the Sociological Initiatives Foundation.

The Institute houses the Dominican Archives, the first and only of its kind outside of the Dominican 
Republic. The Archives is dedicated to preserving the records reflecting the experiences of 
Dominicans in the U.S. The Institute also houses the the Dominican Library, the largest depository 
of bibliographical resources in the U.S. related to Dominican Studies. These are the first and only 
institutions in the United States collecting primary and secondary source material about people of 
Dominican descent. In 2010, the Institute opened its Archives and Library facility to art exhibitions 
becoming the first exhibit space in New York City devoted exclusively to work by and about people 
of Dominican descent. The Institute organizes lectures, conferences, and exhibitions that are open 
to the public.
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PROGRAM SPOTLIGHT 

Hernandez tells you immediately that CUNY DSI 
is unlike any research institute in existence. “It’s 
a small place but with incredibly high demand. 
This is not your typical research institute. Yes, 
we research and publish, but at the same 
time we communicate our research with the 
community, in a different language and mode of 
communication. We satisfy three constituencies: 
academia, Spanish-speaking people and our 
Dominican community.”  

Plus, they are always looking for funding. Several 
major grants are in the works and the Institute 
will hopefully have good news to report in the 
near future about funding. Hernandez also 
teaches a full course load.

Hernandez has been at the Institute since the 
beginning. “The creation of the Institute took a 
long time and longer to get to the level where 
we are at. Growing is the result of hard work 
here and that the university has seen the kinds 
of work we do here,” said Hernandez, who points 
out that Dominicans are the largest group of 
immigrants in New York City at 600,000 people. 

Next steps for the Institute include moving 
towards more collaboration. One such 
collaboration included working with the 
Electronic Design & Multimedia program in 
CCNY’s Arts Department in Fall 2021. Together 
with CUNY DSI, a 14-week practicum course 
was designed to bring history to life. Students 
designed an animation of the first New World 
slave revolt in 1521 on the island of Hispaniola. 
Throughout the process, the professors and the 
students met with Hernandez, and CUNY DSI's 
research team on this project. The film was 
nominated for a N.Y. Emmy.

Research that the Institute participates in is 
cutting-edge. “We’ve been focusing a lot in 
terms of creating a narrative about who we 
are, but that question has been very limited 
because we are not in the hard sciences.” That 
is changing with studies such as the recent 
one from CUNY DSI and the CUNY School of 
Medicine. It gives hard data about U.S.-born 

Dominicans and Dominican immigrants in the 
U.S. and their compliance with public health 
recommendations related to the pandemic. In 
addition to understanding how COVID-19 has 
affected the Dominican community in the U.S., 
their findings highlight the need to study the 
effects of the pandemic on the different ethnic 
groups within the U.S. 

According to Hernandez, the Institute was 
the first academic research entity in the U.S. 
to provide, systematically, an update on the 
Dominican people from an statistical point of 
view, relying on the various population censuses 
of the U.S. The most recent study shows that 
Dominicans in the U.S. have made a substantial 
leap forward in socioeconomic progress over 
the last two decades. The study continues a line 
of research initiated by CUNY DSI and is co-
authored by Hernández, now-retired Columbia 
University economist Francisco L. Rivera-Batiz, 
and Sidie Sisay, a CUNY DSI researcher. 

As for the future, according to Hernandez, it’s 
to “study the assimilated Domincans, those 
who don’t speak Spanish, who have elected and 
chosen not to call themselves Dominicans. That 
history of ‘why did I come here’ is done. Now, it’s 
‘what are we doing here?’”
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Director Ramona Hernandez shares a 
moment with U.S. and international 
undergraduate students from the 
competitive Summer Research 
internship program at CUNY DSI.
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RARE BOOKS, UNIQUE MATERIALS, AND A STELLAR REPUTATION AT 
THE DOMINICAN LIBRARY

The Dominican Library at CUNY DSI is a one-of-a-kind place. Chief Librarian and Professor Sarah 
Aponte takes us on a tour.  

Since you began the library in 1994, how has it grown?
Since its inception in 1994, the Dominican Library has become the premier repository of 
bibliographical sources related to Dominican Studies by supporting the teaching, learning, and 
research needs of City College, CUNY and the national and international scholarly community. 
The Dominican Library is a gathering place bringing people together from all disciplines, where 
learning and collaboration converge leading to academic success. It has a strong presence in online 
databases providing access to its rare and unique research materials for better discoverability and 
engagement with its collections. The Library is highly specialized since, still today; it is the only site 
in the country with a collection focused solely on the Dominican population.

What has been one/some of its most interesting acquisition(s)?
After the Council of Dominican Educators donated the first materials to the Dominican Library in 
1994, the acquisition of sources has grown steadily. It has a unique collection of the most recently 
published and rare materials with extensive resources in various formats providing a connection to 
Dominican history as well as Dominican populations around the world. The donations we constantly 
receive from self-published, independent authors, as well as scholars, enrich our collections and 
benefit the authors by having their materials permanently housed and preserved at the Dominican 
Library, and accessible to researchers around the world. An additional benefit for the authors, 



WINTER 2023 . ALUMNUS | 23

PROGRAM SPOTLIGHT 

researchers, and library communities is the original cataloging that we contribute to these resources. 
This cataloging is performed in OCLC/World Catalogue, an international bibliographic database 
shared by libraries and informational professionals globally.

Besides English materials, the library holds doctoral dissertations and books in foreign languages 
such as Dutch, French, German, Japanese, Mandarin, Portuguese, and Spanish whose research has 
been conducted in the Dominican Library. It has received donations by acclaimed writers (Julia 
Alvarez and Rhina Espaillat), established artists (Doris Rodriguez and Josefina Baez), and prominent 
scholars and administrators (Dr. Daisy Cocco De Filippis, Dean Ana García-Reyes and Dr. Silvio 
Torres-Saillant), to name a few. 

What is your dream for the library?
The Dominican Library is in a unique position in academia by engaging the community by offering 
and developing culturally relevant curricula and workshops to students from the NYC public 
schools, CUNY, community-based organizations, and colleges and universities. Investing in library 
educational liaisons who will help expand our educational workshops to supplement what students 
are learning in the classrooms and beyond is one of our dreams. In addition to launching new ways 
for library staff to share stories of community engagement success as inspiration for others. 

We would like to continue expanding the ongoing process of digitizing the collections and enhancing 
the Dominican Library’s presence within CUNY institutional repository (Academic Works interface), 
online databases (JSTOR Open Community Collections), and academic search engines (OCLC) to 
provide more freely accessible primary source content on Dominican studies. This will help us foster 
deeper connections between educators, school children, scholars, faculty and college students by 
supporting course work by providing seamless electronic access to library materials and course-
specific resources.  

Do you get visiting librarians to the library?
The Dominican Library has built a reputation among scholars as an indispensable resource for all 
researchers investigating matters related to the Dominican people and the Dominican Republic. 
It has a comprehensive collection of secondary source materials and a robust team of librarians 
specialized in the field. The diversity of its resources enables the Dominican Library to welcome 
researchers that range from doctoral students from across the United States, Europe and Latin 
America investigating the Washington Heights Dominican community to Dominican students from 
the metropolitan area searching for their ethnic/racial roots. The Library attracts local community 
members and seasoned researchers from the vicinity. In addition, the Library welcomes researchers 
who visit us regularly from the Dominican Republic, often frustrated by the lack of information 
on U.S. Dominicans in the country's libraries. The Library also welcomes researchers from Puerto 
Rico who have made our library a necessary stop when visiting New York City. In addition, the 
educational workshops enable community members to learn about the library resources available 
for them and their communities.

In terms of our relationship with other librarians, we work closely with the members of the Seminar 
on the Acquisition of Latin American Library Materials, the professional library organization for Latin 
American and Caribbean Studies information literacy specialists.
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FRED SCHWETTMANN POSTHUMOUSLY INDUCTED INTO LACROSSE 
HALL OF FAME  

Frederic “Fred” N. Schwettmann, ‘60, was 
inducted posthumously into the Long Island 
Metropolitan Lacrosse Foundation, a chapter of 
USA Lacrosse, at the 2022 Hall of Fame Dinner 
Celebration on January 28th, 2023 at the Long 
Island Marriott Hotel in Uniondale.

"It is truly an honor to see a City College player 
inducted into the Long Island Lacrosse Hall 
of Fame and we are incredibly grateful to the 
LIMLF for their induction of Fred Schwettmann. 
It has been a number of years since a lacrosse 
alum has been recognized with an athletic 
honor like this, and we hope it leads to 
additional deserving members of our program 
getting the recognition they deserve," said 
CCNY Head Coach Connor Wilson. 
 
Schwettmann, who attended Brooklyn Technical 
High School and enrolled at CCNY in 1957, didn't 
pick up a lacrosse stick until his sophomore 
year, but that season he scored goals in over 
half of the team's games. In 1959 and 1960, 
Fred was named to the U.S. Intercollegiate 
Lacrosse Association All-American team, and 
was selected as a member of the North team in 
1960. 

Fred was also a stellar student, graduating 
with the third highest average in his class of 
chemical engineering majors.
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In 1959, CCNY compiled a 6-3-1 record, and 
Schwettmann notched 37 points on 20 goals and 
17 assists. The 17 assists still holds the third all-time 
record for one season, accomplished in only eight 
other games. The 37 total points ranks as the 4th 
best all-time scoring season by a CCNY midfielder. 
His team was named Division C South Section 
Champions by the USILA.
 
CCNY followed up the success of 1959 with a 
5-3-1 record in 1960, and would be crowned the 
Northwest B Division Champs along with Oberlin 
College. Schwettmann again led from the midfield, 
and scored a hat trick against Harvard University 
and notched four points against Drexel University 
(both one goal losses) while leading the team to 
its first ever victory over University of Pennsylvania 
and a 13-10 win over long-time rival Stevens 
Institute of Technology.

“None of these accomplishments were much of a 
surprise to any of his lacrosse teammates; he was 
the natural leader of our 1957-60 teams. He led with 
a quiet, unselfish humility and lacrosse excellence 
which spoke volumes. His performance was truly 
inspirational and so highly contagious,” said Jerry 
J. Kolaitis, ‘60, his teammate who attended the 
induction ceremony. 

After graduating from CCNY, Schwettmann played 
club lacrosse for both the now defunct New York 
Lacrosse Club and Long Island Lacrosse Club. He 
was a member of the North Club All-Star team 
from 1968 through 1970, and he was also voted 
best defensive midfielder of the league in 1970. 
That same year, Schwettmann earned his Ph.D. in 
chemical engineering from CCNY. 

For his professional career as a semiconductor 
industry executive, Schwettmann moved to the 
west coast to work for companies like Texas 
Instruments Corp., Hewlett Packard, and Read-Rite. 
Later, he sat as a Board member for several cutting-
edge companies. In 1995, he retired. He moved 
to Maui, then Washington. He stayed active in 
recreational athletics, became a semi-professional 
underwater photographer and videographer and 
traveled to exotic locations to scuba dive. Mostly, 
he enjoyed his time with his wife, two sons, and 
grandchildren.

Fred Schwettmann, number 18, pictured 
with CCNY teammates Charlie Yates, 
number 10, who studied to become a 
chemical engineer, and Henno Allik, 
number 15, an Estonian refugee from WWII 
who studied to become a civil engineer. 
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Alumni Bill “Willy” Rodriguez, ’59, and Joseph Nocella, 
who attended CCNY’s Spitzer School of Architecture from 
1990-91 are cemented in their alliance of CCNY lacrosse. 
 
The two live in different locales-Atlantic Beach, Florida, 
for Rodriguez and Brooklyn for Nocella-are of different 
generations and studied different subjects, but their locus 
of interest is the history of the CCNY lacrosse team dating 
back to 1888. 
 
The two were brought together by their love of the game 
and the intense desire for the storied history not to be 
forgotten through their endeavor to create a website 
that catalogs the history of CCNY lacrosse at https://
ccnylacrosse.com.  

LACROSSE CREATES INTERGENERATIONAL SUPPORT FOR CCNY
By Thea Klapwald

Rodriguez played from 1957-59 
and Nocella played 1990-91. 
They’ve never met. Rodriguez 
grew up in Inwood playing 
sports in the streets of northern 
Manhattan. When he got to 
CCNY to study chemistry, he 
was recruited to play lacrosse. 
“There were so few players, if 
you were healthy, you were on 
the team,” said Rodriguez. “We’d 
have 13 players; the other teams 

created a version of a website on the Fanbase platform 
before Fanbase went out of business.

Nocella played lacrosse, Division I, at Drexel University 
in Pennsylvania before joining CCNY’s Division 3 team. 
“The CCNY program fell into hard times in the 1990s 
but if anyone can get it together, it’s Head Coach Connor 
Wilson,” said Nocella of the team. He transferred from 
CCNY to the University of Missouri in 1992 where he 
received his B.S. in environmental design the following 
year. Nocella earned his MArch from University of 
Kansas in 1996. When he returned to New York from the 
Midwest, he coached lacrosse with the youth organization 
the Brooklyn Crescents, before co-founding the Brooklyn 
Lacrosse Club with another Crescents coach, Khalid 
West, in 2012. Nocella spent 20 years as an architect, but 
now owns 718 Cyclery & Outdoors, an outdoor gear and 
adventure bike shop in Park Slope, Brooklyn. 
 
For the current version of the website, Nocella’s major 
concern is archiving and preserving the stories of the 
lacrosse players who were once the lifeblood of the team, 
whereas Rodriguez is fascinated with making sure the data, 
the stats, the player information is accessible.
 
"The Lacrosse program at City College has such a rich 
history and it is fantastic to see it displayed online for 
anyone to view, but for our current players, coaches, and 
alumni, it serves another purpose. Seeing our collective 
history reminds us that it's never just about 'us,' and just as 
we are stewards of what has come before, our actions today 
will influence what happens tomorrow,” said Wilson.

would have 40 people. They’d run us into the ground.” 
Rodriguez studied to be a chemist, but applied to the Navy 
Officer Aviation candidate program, and got into Flight 
school in Pensacola, Florida. He retired from the Navy 
in 1987 as a Captain after 27 years of service. Rodriguez 

Bill “Willy” Rodriguez
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Rivas Plaza Chosen for Urban Design Forum’s Forefront Fellowship
Veronica Rivas Plaza, BArch ’15, has been chosen to be a member of the Urban Design 
Forum’s 2022 class of Forefront Fellows. Plaza is a project designer at Street Plans 
Collaborative. Her background is in architecture, urban design and sustainable city-
making. She holds a Master of Science in the Urbanism Studies Programme at KTH, 
Royal Institute of Technology in Stockholm, Sweden. The cohort is the seventh in the 
history of the Fellowship, and is made up of a diverse and multidisciplinary group of 
designers, community planners, environmental justice advocates, policy experts, and 
developers who work around social and political challenges in NYC. They will address 
approaches to waste management in urban planning with re-envisioning ways of 

making the city of 8.5 million a cleaner, safer, and more sustainable community as it looks to adhere to 
a set of climate goals set forth by the previous Mayoral administration. “Design should be informed by 
the social, ecological, and cultural environments that shape our lives and advocates for creating more 
walkable communities to improve quality of life for all,” said Plaza. Headquartered in NYC, the Urban 
Design Forum engages members through programs and publications exploring innovation in arts and 
culture, civic technology, community development, economic development, housing, mobility, open 
space, preservation, resiliency, and debates the defining issues facing cities today. 

Nunes Goes to India with State Department Fellowship
The U.S. Department of State announced the selection of Madison Nunes, M.S. ’17, 
Graduate School of Education, for a 10-month fellowship project training teachers 
and teaching English in India at The International Institute of Hotel Management 
Kolkata. The English Language Fellow Program is the premier opportunity for 
experienced teachers of English to speakers of other languages (TESOL) to enact 
meaningful and sustainable changes in the way that English is taught abroad, and 
is sponsored by the U.S. Department of State’s Bureau of Educational and Cultural 
Affairs with funding provided by the U.S. government. Nunes is one of only 200 U.S. 

citizens selected for the 2022-2023 English Language Fellow Program. Nunes is an experienced TESOL 
educator with over nine years experience teaching English abroad and in the U.S. She holds a B.A. in 
Spanish Language and Literature from The Catholic University of America. While on assignment, Nunes 
will lead courses on communication, writing, leadership, and critical thinking skills for students pursuing 
undergraduate degrees in Hospitality Management. In addition to university teaching, Nunes will conduct a 
variety of programs at the American Center, working specifically with LGBTQ+ community leaders, anti-
TIP activists, NGO leaders, and volunteers. Nunes is excited to share her experience and passion with her 
students and colleagues in Kolkata, India. 

Cruz Cruz Wins Student Award at Lisbon’s Architecture Triennial 
Pedro J. Cruz Cruz, M Arch ’22, won an award at the 2022 Lisbon Architecture Triennial in Portugal. 

The Triennial is a non-profit organization whose mission is to investigate, stimulate and 
promote thought and practice in architecture. This year’s theme, Terra, looked into 
communities throughout the world to embrace our common home, planet Earth. Now 
an adjunct lecturer at the CCNY’s Bernard and Anne Spitzer School of Architecture, 
Cruz won the highly competitive Millennium bcp Universities Competition Award for 
his project “El Teatro del Pueblo,” a much-revised version of his second-year studio 
project, in the main exhibit’s Multiplicity section. It is a work of urban ethnography, 
using oral histories and filmmaking as an architectural research method, that documents 
street vendors in Corona Plaza, Queens, N.Y., and emphasizes how vendors have been 
historically marginalized. “It was amazing to have the opportunity to have my work 
exhibited and recognized. Being selected as one of the winners during the event 

ACCOLADES
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Witkowski’s Book on Mary Lou Williams Takes 
ASCAP Award and Then Some

Pianist and composer 
Deanna Witkowski, MA 
’08, was a winner at 
the 53rd annual ASCAP 
Foundation Deems Taylor/
Virgil Thomson Awards for 
outstanding print, broadcast, 
liner notes, new media and 
radio coverage of music. She 
won a Deems Taylor/Virgil 
Thomson Book Award in pop 

for the book she wrote called “Mary Lou Williams: 
Music for the Soul” (Liturgical Press). 

It’s not the first award for 
Witkowski’s book which also 
took home the 2022 Jazz 
Journalists Association Award 
for Biography/Autobiography 
of the Year, received an 
honorable mention from 
the 2022 Catholic Media 
Association, and took second 
place at the 2022 Association 
of Catholic Publishers. 

The Pittsburgh-based Witkowski recently played 
a mini-trio set with bassist Dwayne Dolphin and 
drummer Roger Humphries featuring music from her 
album “Force of Nature” (MCG Jazz) at Manchester 
Craftsmen's Guild in Pittsburgh. 

The album spent 18 weeks on the top 50 JazzWeek 
radio chart. Witkowski describes her style as 
“adventurous, engaging jazz that heals the 
soul.” The book and her albums are available at 
deannawitkowski.com.

MFA FILM ALUMNI DEBUT 
WORK IN WORLD PREMIERE 
AT DOC NYC 2022 FESTIVAL 

The films of MFA Film graduates Yolanda 
Pividal, ’06, Nemo Allen, ’21 and Araque 
(Juan) Blanco, ’21 appeared in the DOC 
NYC 2022 Festival in November 2022. 
DOC NYC is an organization that celebrates 
and supports the flourishing cultural 
movement of documentary storytelling, and 
the festival helps to introduce new talent 
and highlight the year’s top films. Pividal’s 
70-minute film, “A Witch Story,” is about 
Alice Carrier, descendant of Martha Carrier 
who was hanged for witchcraft in Salem in 
1692. Pividal was co-executive producer, 
director, co-producer, co-cinematographer 
and editor on the film. Allen’s short “El 
Bastón” is about a mother and son, both 
filmmakers, looking for answers as they 
document, decades apart, the struggles of 
Colombia's Indigenous Nasa tribe. Instead 
of answers, they find reserves of inner 
strength and resilience. Allen produced, 
directed and edited the 15-minute film. 
Blanco produced and directed the short 
film “The (Other) 700,” and was co-
editor and co-cinematographer on it. The 
15-minute film focuses on delivery workers 
in Brooklyn. Through the eyes of these street 
philosophers, the film reflects on high-speed 
capitalism and the system they need to 
survive.  

caught me entirely by surprise and felt unreal. It was an 
incredible experience and made me feel even more proud 
to represent such an excellent public institution that has 
given me many growth opportunities,” said Cruz.
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Latoya Gordon, Psych ’17 wrote a book “US: A 
Story of Struggles, Heartbreak and Victories.” It 
is a memoir about the racism she and other Black 
people face in the U.S. It is interspersed with poems 
inspired by the author's life challenges, such as 
heartbreak, being diagnosed with Sickle Cell Disease, 
and growing up in poverty, as well as her ability 
to overcome obstacles. The book is available at 
Toyasimone.com or from Amazon. 
 
Robert Gurevich, Ph.D., ’60, has written a novel 
"The Razor's Edge: Embezzlement, Corruption and 
Development in Ethiopia" (Peace Corps Writers). 
Although a work of fiction, the book draws on 
Gurevich’s experience as Chief of Party and project 
director on an education and development project 
in Ethiopia with the U.S. Agency for International 

Development (USAID). The book looks at the management process, from the inside, including relations 
with the donor agency USAID, the host government of Ethiopia, local government, beneficiary 
communities and the implementation agency's home office. The book deals with the complexities of 
ethnicity, gender, kinship, bureaucracy, management, staff recruitment, and more. Gurevich is a retired 

ALUMNI-WRITTEN BOOKS

Netflix Airs ‘Stutz’ Documentary  
Psychiatrist Phil Stutz, ’67, is the subject of the Netflix documentary “Stutz” directed by 
Jonah Hill. In candid conversations with actor Hill, leading psychiatrist Stutz explores his 
early life experiences and unique, visual model of therapy called “The Tools.” Together, 
they discuss their approach to mental health and therapy, as well as painful subjects like 
the deaths of family members. Hill, who is known for his roles in movies like “Knocked 
Up,” “Superbad,” “The Wolf of Wall Street,” and “Moneyball,” recently turned to directing. 
"Stutz," shot in black-and-white, is Hill's second feature film as a director. The film began 
streaming on Netflix in November 2022. Stutz grew up in NYC and graduated pre-med 

from CCNY. While at City College, Stutz was a member of the very successful varsity basketball team. 
Stutz received his M.D. from New York University. According to an interview in “Newsweek,” Stutz was a 
prison therapist when he first developed “The Tools.” He co-wrote “The New York Times” bestseller, "The 
Tools," with psychoherapist Barry Michels (Random House, 2012). They co-wrote a second book called 
"Coming Alive" (Random Hosue, 2017). Stutz’s practice is based in Los Angeles. 

Smith Completes 30 Years at ASCE
Larry Smith, BCE, ’66, completed his 30th year as the senior advisor to the RI section 
of the American Society of Civil Engineers. He currently works part time as a forensic 
and consulting engineer and also stays active in a number of engineering societies. He 
is a National Governor of the Order of the Engineer, the group which conducts the "ring 
ceremony” and is a director of the National Institute of Engineering Ethics. He serves on the 
National Society of Professional Engineers Honors and Awards committee and chairs the 
National Council of Examiners of Engineers and Surveyors finance committee. He’s also on 
the ASCE Committee on Licensure.

ACCOMPLISHMENTS
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PAUL BATES SIMMS, ’70, died on 
July 23, 2022. Born in Queens, Simms grew 
up with two siblings and his dog “Trouble.” 
He co-founded “The Paper,” a social justice 
oriented newspaper and staple of City College’s 
community. Simms also co-founded the National 
Black Science Students Organization, and was 
instrumental in the 1969 student takeover 
of the campus in the fight for racial justice in 
admissions and academics. After graduating, he 
moved to California and attended the University 
of California, San Diego School of Medicine, 
and took a job with the San Diego county 

health department. He worked there for more than two decades while 
earning his master’s in public health, and retiring as the county’s deputy 
health director. Post-retirement, Simms served as the executive director of 
the Comprehensive Health Center, director of Telehealth for Loma Linda 
University, interim dean of the College of Allied Health at Charles Drew 
University of Medicine and Science, and a visiting scholar at Claremont 
University. Over the years, he received several awards in recognition of his 
long commitment to public health, including the 2013 Health Hero Award 
from the California Black Health Network and The San Diego Voice & 
Viewpoint 2021 Unsung Heroes Award.

MAXIMILIAN LERNER, B.A., 
BUSINESS, ’48, died on September 
10, 2022 in his home in Manhattan, 
New York. He was 98. Lerner was a 
part of the Ritchie Boys, a group who 
got its name from an intelligence 
training center in Maryland that was 
used as a secret Army camp during 
WWII. Around 11,000 soldiers, 
including thousands of European 
Jews, worked through a full course 
at the camp, learning to interrogate, 

interpret, read codes and ciphers, and translate. Only a few dozen 
of the Ritchie Boys remain alive today. Before playing this key role 
in the war, Lerner worked odd jobs during the day, while attending 
high school, and eventually City College, at night. Lerner also 
worked on the process of denazification in Germany. “I made sure,” 
he wrote, that those prisoners of war “knew that I was a Jew.” After 
the war, he started his own business, earned a master’s degree from 
Teachers College at Columbia University, and even wrote two spy 
novels and his autobiography. In the later years of his life, he led 
tours and discussions at the Museum of Jewish Heritage––telling 
visitors about his experiences during the war. When talking to “60 
Minutes” correspondent Jon Wertheim about this era, and how his 
life was in danger, Lerner said, “Well, it was a war.”

OBITUARIES

faculty member in the Dept. of 
Anthropology at Western Carolina 
University, a constituent institution 
of the University of North Carolina 
System. The book is available on 
Amazon.

Ronald Rubin, ’59, recently self-
published a memoir “One Lawyer’s 
Stories.” The book touches on Rubin’s 
experiences as a lawyer, from his law 
school days at Columbia University to 
his time as a prosecutor, of his 50 years 
practicing in Arizona, including his 
time as a city court judge. The ebook 
is available for free on Barnesandnoble.
com as well as www.smashwords.com/
profile/view/RonRubin. 

Dr. Robert Michaels, B.S. Biology, 
’67, has written a book “Civics and 
Science: Contemporary Issues for Civil 
Democracy” that explores the nexus 
between civics and science through 
a non-partisan lens. Using evidence-
based decision making in a range 
of issue areas critical to preserving 
democracy, Michaels offers rigorous 
analysis in an engaging and personal 
way. A scientist, the author is a Life 
Member of the New York Academy of 
Sciences, a toxicologist specializing 
in assessment and management 
of public health risks. Michaels’ 
clients have ranged from Fortune 
500 clients to federal, state and 
municipal governments, including the 
U. S. Congress, Office of Technology 
Assessment and the Natural Resources 
Defense Council. He is a member 
of the Editorial Advisory Boards 
of Springer-Verlag and Cambridge 
University Press academic journals. 
He earned his doctorate at SUNY/
Stony Brook in 1979, and in 2004 
was awarded the Academy of Board 
Certified Environmental Professionals’ 
Kramer Medal. The book is available on 
Amazon.  
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40s|DR. DAVID FROST, B.S., BIOLOGY, ’45, died on 
September 28, 2022 in his New Jersey home. Born in 

Brooklyn in 1925, Frost attended Townsend Harris High School, 
then went to CCNY. He graduated in 1945 with a 
degree in biology, and then faced discrimination 
for his last name, Feivlowitz at the time, which 
indicated he was Jewish. In the face of quota 
systems that limited or denied Jewish people 
from medical and professional schools, Feivlowitz 
petitioned the court to change his last name to 
Frost. He later saw this decision as underscoring 

justice. He received his master’s from CCNY, became a professor, 
ran for office, and served as vice president of the Plainfield, New 
Jersey chapter of the National Association for the Advancement 
of Colored People.

NATALIE LURIE, B.A., IMPORT/EXPORT, FOREIGN 
TRADE, ’46, died on September 2, 2022. She 
was 96. Lurie was part of one of the first classes 
of women admitted to City College’s School of 
Business and Civic Administration. A lifelong 
supporter of civil rights, social justice, and public 
education, Lurie volunteered for the American 
Civil Liberties Union, in addition to local libraries. 

She was a Democratic Committee member. In lieu of flowers, she 
asked that donations be made in her name to CCNY, the ACLU or 
the Auburndale Community Library. 

50s|  SONYA MADOFF, B.S., EARLY CHILDHOOD 
EDUCATION, ’50, died on June 3, 2022 in Stamford, 

Connecticut. She was 91. Born in the Bronx, as a child she 
loved to visit the zoo, take dance lessons, and read. Nicknamed 
“Sweetie,” she graduated high school at 16, then earned her 
teaching degree from City College. Madoff began as a teacher in 
her hometown of the Bronx, continued her career in Cleveland, 
Ohio, Georgia, and elsewhere. In her social life, she was known 
as a thoughtful host, creating gorgeous themed parties for 
birthdays and holidays, alike, and ran the popcorn cart at her 
condo association’s weekly movie night. Madoff volunteered 
at hospitals, and crocheted hundreds of animals for pediatric 
patients.

MAX GELLER, B.S., POLITICAL SCIENCE, ’52, died on October 
22, 2022. He was 97. Geller grew up in the Bronx before joining 
the Army, where he became a Second Lieutenant in the Army Air 
Corps. He was awarded the Air Medal with 2 Oak Clusters and the 
European-Africa-Middle East Theater Campaign Medal. Following 
the war, Geller received his political science degree from City 
College. He then worked for the Social Security Administration 
and the Maryland Department of Juvenile Services. A talented 
musician, Geller played the clarinet, saxophone, and harmonica-
which he used to perform in Gershwin's "Rhapsody in Blue,” 
earning him the title of Harmonica Champion of New York City 
and a medal awarded by then-mayor Fiorello La Guardia.

DONALD MERACHNIK, M.S., ’52, died on September 1, 2022. 
Born in Newark, New Jersey, he enlisted in the U.S. Army after 
graduating high school. He served as a medical technician in 
South Korea, returned to the U.S. to receive his B.A. from Upsala 
College, an M.S. from City College, and a Ph.D. from New York 
University. Merachnik had a long career as an educator. He began 
as a teacher of mathematics and a school psychologist, before 
becoming a director of special services, a fellow of the American 
Association on Mental Deficiency, an assistant superintendent 

of schools, a superintendent, and a professor. Named the New 
Jersey Superintendent of the Year in 1993, he served for 27 years 
in the role.

JOSEPH HENRY SCHWARTZ, BSCE, ’52, died on 
August 14, 2022 in Indianapolis, Indiana. He was 
93. Born in Poland, he escaped Warsaw in January 
of 1940, when the Soviets invaded Poland. On 
their journey, he and his mother were detained 
by German and Russian soldiers, but finally snuck 
across the Lithuanian border. Via Russia and 
Japan, his family made their way to New York 

City. Schwartz graduated from the Bronx High School of Science 
in 1947 before attending City College. After leaving CCNY, he 
was drafted into the Army, worked as an educator, then a civil 
engineer until retirement. Schwartz moved to Indianapolis to be 
close to family.

HARRY J. ETTINGER, BSCE, ’56, died on 
December 12, 2022. He was 88. Born in the Bronx 
to Morris and Pauline Ettinger, immigrants who 
came to America through Ellis Island, Ettinger 
went on to earn a Bachelor of Science in Civil 
Engineering from CCNY in 1956 and a master’s 
from New York University in 1958. He worked at 
Los Alamos National Laboratory for 36 years in 

the Health and Safety Group serving in a variety of positions 
from field industrial hygienist to acting deputy division leader. 
Ettinger was a leader in his field and was active in professional 
organizations associated with industrial hygiene; he was honored 
by these organizations and others with numerous awards. He 
enjoyed the friendship of his colleagues and was proud of the 
accomplishments of the many individuals who worked with him 
at LANL Ettinger was a mentor to his three children and two 
grandchildren in their educational and professional journeys. He 
was preceded in death by his loving wife, June, and his daughter, 
Linda. He is survived by his sons, Steven (Lainie) and Robert 
(Karen), and granddaughters, Madeline and Grace. Contributions 
in Harry’s honor may be sent to the June and Harry Ettinger 
Memorial Scholarship, Friends of Mesa Public Library, Los 
Alamos, New Mexico.

MICHAEL OCHS, B.A., MUSIC, ’58, died on July 21, 2022. He was 
85. Ochs was a music librarian, musicologist, music and library 
school educator, early music player, and music editor for six 
decades. Born in Cologne, Germany, he came to the U.S. as a 
young child. After graduating from CCNY, he became a cataloger 
for CUNY in the early 1960s. Over his career, he has worked at 
multiple colleges, including Brandeis and Harvard. Ochs worked 
as the Music Editor at W.W. Norton from 1992-2002. He also 
revived the Yiddish operetta “Die Goldene Kale,” which ran for 80 
performances at the National Yiddish Theater's Folksbiene.

60s| DAVID KANOWSKY, BCE, CIVIL ENGINEERING, ’60, 
died on February 27, 2022. A native of the Bronx, he 

held heartfelt memories of the time he spent at City College 
in the Engineering Department. Kanowsky, along with his wife, 
raised a family in Airmont, New York before choosing to retire 
in Cottonwood, Arizona in 1999. There, he volunteered at the 
Yavapai College Library, and contributed to his community as a 
Cottonwood Ranch Board member. He was a consistent attendee 
of classic movie night at the Cottonwood Ranch Club House, and 
penned titles including "Things That Happen," "The Next Time I 
am Young," and "The Rainbow and The Path."
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ROBERT A. SIGNER, B.A., ’62, died on 
November 18, 2022 in Takoma Park, 
Maryland at the age of 80. Signer was 
a journalist and researcher all of his 
life. He started this passion as editor-
in-chief of “The Ticker,” the student 
newspaper at Baruch College. He 
held many positions in the journalism 
world, from copy boy at the “New York 
Post” to national correspondent for 
the “Chicago Daily News.” He was the 
Metro section editor of that publication 
when it folded. It was Signer who told 
the staff. He then, aptly, studied the fall 
of storied newspapers, researching the 
lives of journalists. Later on, he became 
an editor for “The Washington Post,” 
and eventually spent his days as an 
independent scholar, researching at the 
Library of Congress twice a week for 
almost a decade.

70s| FRED SHAPIRO, B.A., ’71, 
died on November 18, 2022 

of cancer of the small intestine at the 
age of 73. Born in Brooklyn, Shapiro 
graduated from Brooklyn Tech High 
School before earning his degree at 
City College. He worked at a local gas 
station while going to law school. He 
gained his law degree and worked for 
the public for more than three decades. 
Shapiro became a law clerk for Justice 
Gagliardi and became a trusted 
advisor for information regarding the 
Ninth District. He later worked as an 
adjunct professor of law at nearby 
Pace University School of Law. Shapiro 
served as a Board member of Temple 
Beth Sholom in Flushing, NY. In 2016, he 
retired, and spent his winters in Florida.

10s| GABRIEL FARIAS, 
ECONOMICS, ’19, died on 

September 19, 2022 in a 
car crash on the Garden 
State Parkway in New 
Jersey. He was 39. It 
was just after midnight 
when Farias’ car and 
another sideswiped 
before hitting a guardrail 

and overturning. Farias provided 
support for business owners in the 
Bronx. BronXchange, the organization 
he worked for, described Farias as 
an excellent strategic thinker and 
relationship builder. “He did all of this 
not just for our organization,” the 
executive director wrote, “but really for 
the Bronx.”  

LEONARD KRIEGEL, professor of 
English at CCNY, died on September 25, 
2022 in Manhattan of heart failure. He 
was 89. Kriegel was a memoirist, essayist, 
academic, and literary critic. His writing 
was informed by living with polio, which 
caused him to lose the use of his legs. He 
wrote boldly about social movements with 

an individual lens, including his own. In 1964, he published a memoir, “The 
Long Walk Home,” chronicling his experience as an 11-year-old at a Jewish boys’ 
camp who was struck with polio, and the continuing challenges throughout his 
young life. Kriegel wanted the book to be “free of the sentimentality and cant 
and papier-mâché religiosity usually found in such books.” After his adolescence, 
he finished his public school education at home with visiting teachers, received 
a bachelor’s from Hunter College, a master’s from Columbia University, and a 
Ph.D. from New York University. After teaching at Long Island University, he 
found his way to City College, where he taught in the English Department and 
directed the Center for Worker Education. In an essay, “Flying Solo,” he wrote 
of his father giving him ice cream soon after his polio diagnosis––a mix of sweat, 
brine, smoked salmon, and of course, the vanilla of the sweet. “For whatever 
incomprehensible reason,” he explained, “the mixing of smells was a father’s 
promise to a son that he would live.” 

GEORGE LOIS, guest lecturer, friend, 
and backer of City College, died on 
November 18, 2022 in his Manhattan 
home. He was 91. Known as an iconic 
advertising man, Lois leaned into what was 
creative and provocative, keen on finding 
the right images and words to capture a 
moment. Lois produced a large collection 

of advertising work, including his favorite magazine cover––an “Esquire” design 
featuring Muhammed Ali posed as a third century martyr. Born in the Bronx, 
Lois graduated from the High School of Music and Art when it was located 
on City College grounds. He then attended the Pratt Institute for a couple of 
years, left to pursue design work, and was subsequently drafted to fight in the 
Korean War. After his time in the Army, he returned to work for the advertising 
department at CBS, before creating his own agency, Lois/USA, in 1961. His list 
of accomplishments in the field is vast: named Art Director of the Year by the New 
York Art Directors Club, inducted into The Art Directors Hall of Fame and The 
One Club Creative Hall of Fame, received Lifetime Achievement Awards from 
the American Institute of Graphic Arts and the Society of Publication Designers, 
and more. Lois was a regular guest lecturer in City College’s Advertising and 
Public Relations program, and sat on the advisory board of the CCNY Branding 
and Integrated Communications Program. In 2016, he donated “The George 
Lois Big Idea Archive” to CCNY,  a collection comprising films, TV and radio 
commercials, print ads, posters, scripts, and other notable works spanning more 
than six decades.

OBITUARIES



WINTER 2023 . ALUMNUS | 32

IN MEMORIAM
Harry Dornbrand, B.E., Mechanical Engineering, ’44
J. Myron Atkin, B.S., Chemistry, ’47
Peter Scaglione, M.D., ’48
Shirley Silvers, B.S., Business Education, ’49
Carl Spielman, B.A., Accounting, ’49
Morris William Lindman, B.E., Mechanical Engineering, ’50
Gabriel Gelb, B.S., Early Childhood Education, ’51
Martin M. Prague, B.A., Accounting, ’51
Joseph Paul Cotruzzola, B.E., E.E., ’52
Simon Jacobson, B.A., Accounting, ’52
Ronald Williams, B.E., M.E., ’52
Adele Berk, M.A., Psych., ’53
Alexander Cohen, Ph.D., B.S., ’53
Reuben Wasserman, B.E., E.E., ’53
Donald Hecht, B.A., Accounting, ’54
Rabbi Stanley T. Relkin, B.A., Languages & Literacy, ’55
Murray Dollinger, B.A., Accounting, ’56
Sam Glucksberg, B.A., Psych., ’56
Vincent Salerno, BME, MME, ’57
Vincent Volpicelli, B.E., C.E., ’57
Henry Firestone, B.E., E.E., ’58
Herbert Meyers, B.A., Geology, ’58
Gloria P. Ferber, Ph.D., B.A., Fine Arts, ’59
Raymond C. Burdick, B.S., ’60
Karl A. Kamp, M.S., Education, ’60

Phyllis Morris, B.S., ’60
Carl Steven Shullman, B.S., Chem., ’62
Pierre Thollot, B.E., E.E., ’62
Leonard Silver, B.A., Accounting, ’63
James Edward Broderick, B.E., ’65
Doris Jean Graig, M.S., Education, ’65
Thomas Allen Howell, ’65
Marvin Norworth, B.S., ’66
Emilie Traktman Lynton, B.A., English, ’69
Erland Suni, B.A., Pre-Law, ’70
William Harper McDermott, MSEd, ’72
Arthur B. Epstein, B.S., Psych., ’73
Steven Benjamin Merl, B.A., Political Science & History, ’73
Josephine Marie Zunno, Mathematics 
William Klein, Sociology
Albert L. Goodman, B.S., International Business
Joan Barbara Baquis
Robert A. Adamson
Harold Garde
Ina Felczer
Dr. Aida E. Slabotzky
Stuart Fleurette
Melvin Saltz
David Hartman

PROFESSOR JOYCE CONOLY-
SIMMONS, SEEK Counselor, died on 
July, 2nd, 2022. She was 79. Conoly-
Simmons joined City College as a 
research assistant in 1968, then held 
multiple roles at the College, including 
academic support and supplemental 

instruction coordinator for SEEK. She was a 
member of the Women’s Studies faculty, and was 
a commencement platform marshall. In addition, 
she was the campus coordinator for the role model 
program One Hundred Black Women. In 2009, 
she received the Faculty Service Award from the 
CCNY Alumni Association at the 157th Annual 
Meeting. Conoly-Simmons held graduate degrees 
from Columbia University’s School of Social Work 
’74 and CCNY’s School of Education ’01, and was a 
member of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. 
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ADMIRAL ROBERT A. ROSEN died 
on July 27, 2022 in Rhinebeck, New York. He 
was 86. Born in Queens and raised in Brooklyn, 
Rosen graduated from Midwood High School 
before receiving a BBA and an MBA from CCNY/
Baruch College. A part of the U.S. Navy and New 
York Naval Militia for nearly five decades, Rosen 
was appointed as Commanding Officer of the New 
York Naval Militia by Governor Pataki and put in 

charge of more than 5,000 Naval, Marine and Coast Guard Reservists. 
He was also the founder and co-chairman of the Florence and Robert 
A. Rosen Family Wellness Center for Law Enforcement and Military 
Personnel, Veterans and their families, which acts as a resource for over 
15,000 service and family members. On top of his thriving business 
and real estate endeavors, through the United Nations, he was also a 
consultant to Israel, Iran and Brazil. Rosen also was a proud family 
man––father to four, grandfather to 13, and great-grandfather to eight.
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CCNY & WINTER WONDER 
Current events and clues found in this 
issue.

ACROSS

DOWN

4.Red Rabbit is a Black-owned school food _____ 
company that delivers meals to community partners.

5. English poet _____ Chaucer was the first to make 
a written record of St. Valentine's Day as a romantic 
celebration in his 1375 poem “Parliament of Foules.”

7. Gala Finley Award Recipient Anthony Romero called 
CCNY an “_____ in our city.” 

8. Fan and Malderelli's project was one of 40 _____ 
delivered by the SS Sally Ride Cygnus spacecraft to the 
ISS.
 
10. Students wanted increased _____  measures after a 
threat to school was declared in late-November. 

12. City College was founded as the Free Academy of 
the City of N.Y. in 1847 by President of the Board of 
_____ Townsend Harris.

13. Benny’s Pantry and ____ worked Thanksgiving Day 
to provide meals to anyone who wanted one. 

17. ____ Engineer Jing Fan and Chemical Engineer 
Charles Malderelli have a project on the ____  Space 
Station.

18. Joseph Nocella played ____ at CCNY in the 1990s.

19. “Afrofuturism: The Origin Story” on Hulu ____  
service features Professor Damion Scott. 

23. An increase in ___ speech on campus has CUNY, 
CCNY and the Alumni Association taking a stand 
against it. 

24. Philanthropist Shelby White serves on the Board of 
the ____ Museum of Art.

26. Temperatures hit 66 degrees in ____ Park in 
January tying a record high in 1950.

27. The Alumni Association gave out 38 ____to well-
deserving CCNY students. 

28. Madison Nunes is going to ____on a State 
Department Fellowship called the English Language 
Fellow Program.

29. The CUNY DSI was founded in 1992 but the 
Dominican ____ opened its doors two years later.

30. Deanna Witkowski won an ASCAP Foundation 
Deems Taylor/Virgil Thomson Awards for her book 
about jazz ____ Mary Lou Williams.

1. The archives of former U.N. ____ General Ban Ki-
moon and Kofi Anan are available through JSTOR 
library resources.

2. Nocella and Rodriguez partnered together to create 
the ____  CCNYlacrosse.com.

3. Harvard-elect President Claudine Gay’s ____ both 
went to CCNY. 

6. Archives are being digitized so 
that resources are free to ____  and 
the public.

7. The Bronx River ____  and the 
NYC Audubon offer winter birding 
walks along the Bronx River. 

9. The ISS orbits approximately 250 
miles overhead and offers an ideal 
____ because it helps eliminate 
the competing effects of ____ and 
sedimentation.

11. The documentary “Stutz,” about 
actor/director Jonah Hill and his 
____CCNY alumni Phil Stutz, airs on 
Netflix.

14. Opportunities for women ____ 
were few and far between when 
Helen Sternheim tried to get a job in 
the 1960’s.

15. The Bronx Museum of the Arts is 
a ____ museum housed in a former 
synagogue.

16. Engineer Dorothy Schnabel 
was not allowed to become a full 
member of Tau Beta Pi, the oldest 
engineering honors society in 
America in the 1950’s, because she 
was a ____. 

21. Dutch social historian Margo 
Groenewoud is a Fulbright ____ in 
Residence at CUNY DSI. 
 
22. Martin Luther King Jr. Day was 
made a ____ holiday by President 
Ronald Reagan and went into effect 
in 1986. 

25. A Harvard professor, Daniel 
Patrick Moynihan was known for 
serving four terms in the ____.

27. Composer Jule Styne and lyricist 
Sammy Cahn wrote the song ‘Let It 
____’ in 1945. 
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