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T H E  A L U M N U S

Dear Members of our Alumni Community:

The Alumni Association of CCNY mourns the 
loss of esteemed alumnus, and Townsend Harris 
Medalist, General Colin Powell, Class of 1958. 
We pay tribute to him on pages 2-5 in celebration 
of a life well lived. Alumni Association President 
Gary Calnek puts it best on page 4, “In you, 
Colin Powell, Alma Mater is proud.”  

Also in this issue, we feature the 2021 (and 74th) 
John H. Finley Awardee: Dr. Deborah Lipstadt, class of 1969. As you are 
probably aware, the Alumni Association presents the Finley Award annually 
to a New Yorker that has proven exemplary and dedicated service to the city 
of New York, the state, and/or the nation. Dr. Lipstadt was honored at the 
AACCNY virtual gala on Thursday, November 4th, 2021. We are so proud to 
salute Dr. Lipstadt as she continues on the path to confirmation as the Biden 
Administration's Special Envoy to Monitor and Combat Anti-Semitism. See 
page 7 for more.

It is so evident from this issue that it only takes one person, and sometimes 
even a tiny action or gift,  to make a huge difference in someone’s life. Gen. 
Colin Powell and Dr. Deborah Lipstadt are clear examples of CCNY alumni 
giving back and making a big difference in our community, nation, and 
world. This issue is full of examples: an anonymous donation—literally a box 
of cash—left to the CCNY Physics Department (pg. 8), student scholarships 
(pg. 11), a spotlight on the SEEK program (pg. 24) and much more under 
our Class Notes section." 

You can also make a difference. Want to give back? Check out our mentoring 
program partnership (pg. 6) or, my favorite, learn how to donate by drinking 
wine (pg. 9)! Your alumni association is here to serve you and your fellow 
alumni.  But the reality is membership alone can not cover all of our expenses 
and programs. We can’t do it without your support. Consider donating, or 
learning more, at www.ccnyalumni.org. 

While it has been an extremely tough few years, your College and your Alumni 
Association press on, celebrating 175 and 169 years, respectively. Learn more 
about the latest College rankings (pg. 14) and where the College is today in its 
reopening plans (pg. 8). I sincerely hope we are on our way toward in-person 
events again and a more “normal” semester. As it all shakes out, stay safe, stay 
CCNY proud, and of course, stay connected with your Alumni Association.

—David Covington

FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
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A LIFE: GENERAL COLIN L. POWELL (USA, RET.)

For more than 50 years, General Colin L. Powell, 
USA (Ret.) devoted his life to public service in 
senior military and diplomatic positions across 
four presidential administrations. His deep 
commitment to democratic values, diversity, and 
freedom changed the world we inhabit.

General Powell was a man of extraordinary 
accomplishment: a trailblazer, a role model, and 
an inspiration. The son of Jamaican immigrants, 
born in Harlem and raised in the South Bronx, 
he was educated in New York City public schools. 

At CCNY, he earned a degree in Geology and joined ROTC.

General Powell served in the United States Army for 35 years, 
rising to the rank of Four-Star General, and serving as the 
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff under Presidents’ George 
H. W. Bush and William Jefferson Clinton. Under President 
George W. Bush, Powell was appointed the 65th Secretary of 
State and was unanimously confirmed by the U.S. Senate. As 
Secretary of State, he led the State Department in major efforts 
to address and solve regional and civil conflicts in the Middle 
East, Sudan, Congo, Liberia, the Balkans, Cyprus, Haiti, 
Northern Ireland, Afghanistan, Iraq and elsewhere.

General Powell founded CCNY’s Colin L. Powell Center for 
Leadership and Service in 1997. The Center was created with 
the mission to develop new generations of publicly engaged 
leaders and promote civic involvement at City College. In 
2013, CCNY’s Board of Trustees established the Colin Powell 
School for Civic and Global Leadership to honor General 
Powell's commitment to City College and to its students and 
goals. 

General Powell was the Founder and Chairman Emeritus of 
America’s Promise Alliance, dedicated to forging a strong and 
effective partnership alliance committed to seeing that children 
have the fundamental resources they need to succeed. 

In addition, General Powell served on the board of directors of 
the Council on Foreign Relations, the Smithsonian Institution’s 
National Museum of African American History and Culture, 
on the Executive Leadership Cabinet of the Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Memorial, and as the Honorary Chairman of the 
Education Center for the Vietnam Veterans Memorial. 

His best-selling autobiography, My American Journey, has been 
published in more than a dozen languages. His second book, It 
Worked for Me (May 2012), revealed the lessons that shaped 
his life and career. 

General Powell was married for nearly 60 years to the former 
Alma Vivian Johnson of Birmingham, Alabama. They lived in 
McLean, Virginia and had three children, Michael, Linda, and 
Annemarie, and four grandchildren. Linda Powell is a member 
of the Colin Powell School Board of Visitors.

APRIL 5, 1937 - OCTOBER 18, 2021

Founding Chair of the Board of 
Visitors, Colin Powell School for 
Civic and Global Leadership
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Colin Powell died on October 18, 2021 due to complications from 
Covid-19 at the age of 84. Powell, who had multiple myeloma and 
Parkinson's, was immunocompromised, despite being vaccinated. 

A funeral service was held for Powell on November 5, 2021 at the 
Washington National Cathedral. The service was attended by family, 
close friends, dignitaries and President Joe Biden, as well as former 
presidents. Although closed to the public, it was televised. The casket 
was draped with a flag and carried into the cathedral by a military 
honor guard. As mourners arrived, the U.S. Army Brass Quintet 
played some of Powell’s favorite songs, including Bob Marley’s “Three 
Little Birds,” a nod to his Jamaican roots, and “Dancing Queen” by his 
favorite band, the Swedish pop group Abba. 

Also in attendance was First Lady Jill Biden, former President Barack 
Obama and George W. Bush, and their wives, Secretary of State 
Antony Blinken and former Secretaries of State Hillary Clinton, 
Condoleezza Rice and James Baker. Former Vice President Dick 
Cheney attended as did former Defense Secretaries William Cohen 
and Robert Gates.

Former Presidents Bill Clinton, who was recovering from a sepsis 
infection, and Jimmy Carter, who turned 97 last month, did not 
attend, nor did Donald Trump.

Representing City College, President Vince Boudreau and Vice 
President and Executive Director of The Foundation for City College 
Dee Dee Mozeleski, Andrew Rich, dean of the Colin Powell School, 
and members of the Colin Powell School's Board of Visitors.

Alma Powell, his wife, was surrounded by her family. Their son 
Michael gave a eulogy, as did Madeleine Albright, former secretary 
of state during the Clinton administration, and Powell’s predecessor, 
Richard Armitage, Powell's deputy secretary of state and a longtime 
friend. Bishop Michael Curry presided over the funeral service. 
The Rev. Randolph Marshall Hollerith, the dean of the cathedral, said 
Powell was "a blessing to all who knew him."

Albright said, “This morning my heart aches because we've lost a 
friend, and our nation, one of its finest and most loyal soldiers.”

Powell said that to honor his father's legacy, "I hope we do more than 
consign him to the history books, I hope we recommit ourselves to 
being a nation where we are still making his kind." He was "a great 
lion with a big heart," said Powell. "We will miss him terribly."

"When I left the State 
Department, I came back to 
City College to see what was 
going on in the Center that 
had been named after me. And 
as I sat there with about 12 
students, each telling me their 
wonderful story, almost always 
on immigration or a minority 
story, when they got back 
around to me, I was almost 
crying. That was me 50 years 
ago. A kid from an immigrant 
family. With two wonderful 
immigrant parents who came 
to this country hoping for a 
better future and who wanted 
their two children to be 
educated."

— Gen. Colin L. Powell

COLIN POWELL LAID TO REST
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THE PRESIDENT OF CCNY'S ALUMNI 
ASSOCIATION, GARY CALNEK

Fellow Alumni,

The Alumni Association of City College 
of New York, CCNY, mourns the death 
of General Colin Powell, class of 1958, a 
loyal son and distinguished graduate. A 
loving husband and devoted father. We 
convey condolences to his wife, Alma, 
and their three adult children.

Son of Jamaican immigrants. Raised in 
the Bronx in a working class community. 
Attended and graduated from public 
schools including Morris High School 
and CCNY. At CCNY, he initially 
majored in geology and subsequently 
joined the Reserve Officer Training 
Corp, ROTC, and graduated as a 
commissioned officer in the Army. When 
asked what caused him to change from 
a future career in geology to military 
service, he responded, he wanted a career 
of public service.

His distinguished public service career is 
filled with a life of notable contributions 
including: as a White House Fellow, 
Four Star Army General, served in 4 
presidential administrations and as 
the first Black: Chairman, Joint Chief 
of Staff, Deputy and later National 
Security Adviser to President Regan 
and Secretary of State in the George 
Bush Administration. He was twice the 
recipient of the Presidential Medal of 
Freedom.

He helped rebuild the Army after the 
Vietnam war. He was known for his 
integrity; speaking truth to power; 
being practical and humble; reluctant 
to use military force; author of "Pottery 

Barn Rule: If you break, you own it;" 
the doctrine of overwhelming force for 
military intervention and advocate for 
developing the "exit strategy," before 
initiating military intervention. 

He believed and advocated the 
coordinated use of diplomacy with 
military force. He modernized the State 
Department by placing a computer on 
each desk and securing Congressional 
funding to improve performance of State 
Department staff.

General Powell had a longstanding 
relationship with the Alumni Association 
as a Lifetime Member. And in 1987, he 
was awarded the Townsend Harris medal 
in recognition of his distinguished career 
and numerous accomplishments.

His commitment to "country over party" 
led to his endorsement of candidates in 
different parties that he believed were the 
best for the future of the U.S. irrespective 
of their political party affiliation.

He served as a mentor to many including 
those in senior military and civilian 
positions. His focus on future leaders led 
to his return and collaboration at CCNY 
in creating a new school.

His major and enduring legacy is the 
creation of the Colin Powell School for 
Civic and Global Leadership at the City 
College of New York to produce future 
leaders in public service.

IN YOU, COLIN POWELL, ALMA 
MATER IS PROUD.

“We need to 
understand that 
we as citizens and 
as a government 
in any community 
throughout this 
country have no 
more important 
obligation than to 
educate those who 
are going to replace 
us.”

— Gen. Colin L. Powell
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COLIN POWELL REMEMBERED: TRIBUTES 

From his front-seat view of history, advising presidents 
and shaping our nation’s policies, Colin led with his 
personal commitment to the democratic values that make 
our country strong. 

Time and again, he put country before self, before party, 
before all else—in uniform and out—and it earned him the 
universal respect of the American people.

Having repeatedly broken racial barriers, blazing a trail 
for others to follow in Federal Government service, Colin 
was committed throughout his life to investing in the next 
generation of leadership. 

PRESIDENT BIDEN ON THE PASSING OF 
GENERAL COLIN POWELL 

CCNY PRESIDENT VINCE 
BOUDREAU

On this campus, he is remembered without 
question as one of our most illustrious alums, but 
also as somebody who came back to the college 
and contributed to the development of students in 
really, a monumental way. In 1997, he essentially 
gave permission to the college to use his name 
in founding The Colin Powell Center for Policy 
Studies, as it was initially called.

In 2002, when I became involved in the Colin 
Powell Center, we renamed it, The Colin Powell 
Center for Service and Learning...Eventually in 
2011 and 2012, we decided to take the center 
which had grown vastly from its initial iteration, 
where we were running a fellowship program for 
about eight undergraduates. By 2012, we were 
running programs for over 100 students and 
faculty. We decided that it was time to take the 
Colin Powell Center and turn it into a Colin 
Powell School. Meaning that we would take the 
co-curricular activities that would be run out of 
the center and link them to the degree granting 
activities of the division of social science.

So in that move, the Colin Powell School 
combined the ethos of the Colin Powell Center, 
the emphasis on student leadership development 
and service and working with the community 
with the work that had been going on for years 
and years in the division of social sciences. And 
these departments are the psychology department, 
the sociology department, political science, 
economics, anthropology, international studies. 
And soon after that, women's studies, Latin 
American and Latino studies. And so the Colin 
Powell School for Civic and Global Leadership 
bares his name and certainly the imprint of his 
influence.

Excerpt from the transcript of an episode 
of the podcast From City to the World on 
October 19, 2021 hosted by City College 
President Vince Boudreau. To hear the 
podcast in full, go to www.ccny.cuny.edu/
presidentsoffice/podcast/remembering-colin-
powell.

COLIN POWELL SCHOOL DEAN ANDREW 
RICH

General Colin L. Powell will be 
remembered as a man of extraordinary 
accomplishment: a trailblazer, a role 
model, and an inspiration. And he 
was a proud son of City College, a 
person from humble origins who 
never forgot where he started. The 
son of Jamaican immigrants, born 
in Harlem and raised in the South 

Bronx, when it came to college, it was CCNY or nowhere, 
as he often reminded us. He found ROTC here, and he 
discovered his purpose and direction. He went on to 
greatness, but he never left this College behind.

The Colin Powell School reflects his vision, his passion, and 
his never-ending belief in the essential nature of this place. 
He devoted enormous amounts of time and resources to 
the school. General Powell committed himself to every 
student who walked through our doors. He loved this 
place, and loved meeting every one of them. He would 
show up early to meetings on campus so that he could 
stand in front of Shepard Hall and meet students as they 
walked by. He’d hear their stories and tell them his own. 
He would encourage them to work hard and pursue their 
dreams. He always reminded them—and all of us—that 
“they’re just like I was” some 65 years ago now.

For more tributes to Colin Powell, please visit: www.ccny.cuny.
edu/colinpowellschool/tribute-general-colin-l-powell
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GALA HIGHLIGHTS

The Alumni 
Association 
celebrated 
CCNY’s 
141st Annual 
Alumni Gala, 
at a virtual 
event on Nov. 
4, 2021.

Dr. Deborah Lipstadt was the 
recipient of the 2021 Finley 
Award.

The association honored seven 
CCNY alumni for outstanding 
post-graduate achievement. 
The seven 2021 Townsend Harris 
medalists include:

Joel Dreyfuss ’71, Class 
of 1971, a journalist

Richard Fazzini ’63, an 
archeologist

Dr. Alan Fleischman ’66, 
a neonatologist

Lynne Scott Jackson 
’17, communications 
executive and educator

Miles Lewitt ’73, 
computer architect and 
corporate vice president

Dr. Laurie Zephyrin ’97, 
a physician

Dr. Ralph Zingaro ’46, 
chemist, known for the 
Kodak Ektron Detector 
III.

ALUMNI ASSOCIATION PARTNERS WITH 
CITY TUTORS' CITY MENTORS PROGRAM

The Alumni Association and The City 
Tutors' City Mentors Program have 
partnered to offer CCNY students and 
graduates a way to get quickly connected to 

industry insiders who can help with career exploration and career transition. 
The program has over 400 mentors from across industries available, and the 
new partnership was announced at this year’s gala.
 
The City Mentors Program is a self-paced mentoring program:
• Commitment is session by session.
• Sessions are 30min to an hour.
• Scheduled at a time convenient, and all done remotely.
• Mentees can use the service as often as they'd like.
• This program is great for students looking to learn more about different 

areas within an industry, meet professionals at different seniority levels, 
and explore various interests.

 
There are a wide range of mentors available. City Mentors can especially 
help if you are:
• A business management/economics/finance major looking to connect 

with industry insiders from top finance or tech firms.
• A computer science or computer information technology major looking 

to connect with software engineers, UX designers, or product managers.
• A sociology, social work or psychology majors looking to connect with 

someone from mental health, human resources or social work space, or 
maybe go into medicine/health,

• An international studies major or public policy minor looking to meet 
with someone from the UN/international relations field.

• Interested in law and looking to connect with legal professionals.
• A science major looking to get into research within the private or public 

sectors.
 
Are you interested in becoming a mentor?
If you are a graduate (2+ years out of college), we are currently looking for 
more professionals, including those from your industry and with job titles 
similar to yours, to serve as mentors. You don't need to be based in NYC. All 
support is remote. Typically mentorship are two sessions, each session is 30 
mins to one hour.
 
To sign up, go here: https://www.thecitytutors.org/mentorship. 

Questions? 
Schedule a call with Garri Rivkin, Executive Director of The City Tutors, 
here: calendly.com/grivkin
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GALA HIGHLIGHTS

DR. DEBORAH LIPSTADT HONORED WITH FINLEY AWARD AT 
ANNUAL GALA

Deborah E. Lipstadt, Dorot professor of 
Holocaust Studies at Emory University, award-
winning author and a 1969 CCNY alumna, is the 
2021 John H. Finley Award recipient. The award 
is given out by the Alumni Association of The 
City College of New York for exemplary and 
dedicated service to the City of New York.

Dr. Lipstadt, a native of Queens, New York, 
graduated from CCNY with a bachelor's degree 
in political science. She achieved her master 
and doctorate degrees in Near Eastern and 
Judaic Studies from Brandeis University in 1972.
 
Dr. Lipstadt is one of the world’s leading 
Holocaust historians. She began her career 
teaching at the University of Washington in 
Seattle and UCLA. In 1993, Dr. Lipstadt became 
an Assistant Professor of Religion at Emory 
University in Atlanta. She founded Emory 
University’s Tam Institute for Jewish Studies 
in 1998. She has served as Dorot Professor of 
Modern Jewish and Holocaust Studies at Emory 
University for more than 20 years. 

“City College started me – as 
it has for millions of others 
– on a path to a remarkably 
gratifying career. I remain 
exceptionally grateful to City 
College. It has long been and 
remains one of the jewels in 
the crown of the city of New 
York and beyond. Simply 
put: it changed my life,” said 
Lipstadt.

In 1996, Dr. Lipstadt made 
headlines when David Irving 
sued her for calling him 
a Holocaust denier. After 
winning the six-year legal 
battle that ensued, she wrote 
the award-winning and best-
selling book “History on 
Trial: My Day in Court with 
David Irving.” The book later 
became a film titled “Denial” 

in 2016 with Oscar-winning actress Rachel 
Weisz portraying Dr. Lipstadt.
 
Dr. Lipstadt has served as an historical 
consultant to the U.S. Holocaust Memorial 
Museum and was appointed by President 
Bill Clinton to the U.S. Holocaust Memorial 
Council. In addition, she served as a member 
of the United States State Department 
Advisory Committee on Religious Freedom 
Abroad. In 2021, she was nominated by 
President Joe Biden for an ambassadorship 
position at the Office to Monitor and 
Combat Anti-Semitism. In recognition of 
her accomplishments, Dr. Lipstadt’s honors 
include the 2005 Al Chernin Award from 
the Jewish Council for Public Affairs and 
the 2009 Townsend Harris Medal from the 
Alumni Association of CCNY. Dr. Lipstadt has 
honorary doctorates from CUNY’s John Jay 
College, Ohio Wesleyan University, Hebrew 
Union College, Yeshiva University, and the 
Jewish Theological Seminary of America, 
among others.

2021 FINLEY 
AWARD 

RECIPIENT

Dr. Deborah 
Lipstadt '69 
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AROUND CAMPUS

Physics Department Chair and Professor Vinod 
Menon had the shock of his life when he opened 
a box addressed merely, “Chairman, Physics 
Department” and found it contained a pile of cash, 
$50 and $100 bills neatly bundled in paper bands, in 
the amount of $180,000. According to a letter in the 
box, the enclosed money was meant as a donation 
to help physics and math students in need at City 
College.

According to an interview with The New York Times, Menon said, “It was a 
complete shock. I know a lot of academics and I”ve never heard of anything 
like this,” he said. “I didn’t know if the college accepted cash, so I didn’t 
know if they’d keep it.”

Likely, due to remote teaching, the box was delivered but unopened for 
months. “It’s crazy that it just sat in the mailroom, or even that it was sent 
by mail – the person trusted the system so much,” said Menon. 

According to the letter writer, there was a “straightforward” reason for 
the donation. They had attended Stuyvesant High School and then City 
College for a BA and MA in physics, and wanted to acknowledge the 
“excellent educational opportunity” provided by the public institutions 
which helped them lead “a long, productive, immensely rewarding” 
scientific career. The note was unsigned. There was a name on the return 
address, Kyle Paisley, but Paisley is not listed as an alumni.

Menon said that the donation was “a testament to what the physics 
department has been providing all these years.” Menon said the donation 
would fund two full tuition scholarships each year for more than a decade. 

Also, according to The New York Times, Felix V. Matos Rodriguez, 
CUNY’s chancellor, said, “I think it’s a first” of being sent a donation of 
cash in a box. And Board member Lorraine Cortes-Vazquez said, “We have 
to bronze that box and put it in a display case.”  

USPS DELIVERY OF BOX OF $180,000 CASH 
GOES UNNOTICED DURING PANDEMIC 

CAMPUS CONTINUES 
CAUTIOUS RETURN: 
REOPENING PROTOCOL 
FOR SPRING 2022

Per the New York State 
Reopening Guidelines for 
Higher Education, in January,  
CCNY's Campus Coronavirus 
Coordinator Ken Ihrer, Vice 
President of Operations, 
announced the latest protocol 
for CCNY reopening.

The Spring 2022 semester 
represents a large increase 
in the number of people 
returning to campus, based 
on the large number of the 
campus population being 
vaccinated. While it is 
recognized that people who 
are vaccinated can and do still 
contract COVID-19, the severity 
of the illness is greatly reduced 
in most cases. Because this 
virus impacts the unvaccinated 
at a much more severe level, 
the College encourages 
anyone who hasn't received 
the vaccine to please consider 
doing so.

CCNY will host approximately 
70% of classes in-person 
this semester. As faculty and 
students are required to be 
vaccinated, social distancing 
in classrooms is not required.  
Any student or faculty with 
an exemption can and should 
find a way to maintain six feet 
of distance from the general 
population.

The campus continues to open 
facilities such as childcare, 
dining/food services, labs 
and clubs with vaccination 
requirements and capacity 
restrictions.

An anonymous cash donation was posted to the Physics Department Chair Vinod Menon.
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ALUMNI GIVING

The former bursar at City College 
stole nearly $500,000 in checks 
earmarked for students, according 
to prosecutors in the Manhattan 
District Attorney’s office.

Joseph Boselli allegedly took 
about 900 checks written 
between 2012 and 2017, ranging 
from $4 to $3,318, intended for 
students who either got a stipend 
or scholarship, or had pre-paid 
their tuition before the school 
received loan money, The NY 
Daily News reported.

Boselli cashed the checks for trips 
to Milan, Aruba, San Francisco 
and Jacksonville, Fla., and to 
buy items from Gucci, online 
jeweler Blue Nile and Luxury 
Goods Italia S.P.A, according to a 
criminal complaint.

The Manhattan DA and state 
inspector general’s office started 
investigating in 2017. Boselli, 
who started working as the 
bursar in 2011, was placed on 
administrative leave in September 
2017 and fired in October 2019, 
prosecutors said.

Boselli was arraigned in October 
2021 on charges of grand larceny, 
scheme to defraud and offering a 
false instrument for filing.

MANHATTAN DA 
CHARGES FORMER 
CITY COLLEGE 
BURSAR FOR 
STEALING CHECKS

Celebrate the new year with the Alumni 

Association of CCNY Wine Club.

Become a CCNY Alumni Association Wine 

Club member and enjoy quarterly shipments 

of an exceptional lineup of award-winning 

red and white wine from California and New 

York and support the Alumni Association of 

CCNY.

CCNY ALUMNI WINE CLUB

F O R  M O R E  I N F O R M A T I O N  V I S I T :

WWW.CCNYALUMNI.ORG/WINECLUB



FALL 2021 . ALUMNUS | 10FALL 2021 . ALUMNUS | 10

CCNY ALUMNI IN CITY GOVERNMENT 
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New York State Attorney General Letitia “Tish” James 
was the featured speaker in November at the 2021 Stanley 
Feingold Lecture on American Politics. In a Zoom 
conversation with journalist Ralph Blumenthal ’63, James 
discussed her journey from Brooklyn to Lehman College to 
becoming New York state’s top legal officer, as well as her 
thoughts on the importance of accountability and using the 
law as a tool for social justice.

James is the 67th Attorney General for the State of New 
York, the first woman of color to hold statewide office 
in New York and the first woman to be elected Attorney 
General. In 2013, Ms. James was elected Public Advocate 
for the City of New York and became the first woman of 
color to hold citywide office. A proud Brooklynite, she is a 
graduate of Lehman College and Howard University School 
of Law.

Blumenthal is a Distinguished Lecturer at Baruch College 
of the City University of New York was an award-winning 
reporter for The New York Times from 1964 to 2009, and 
has written seven books on organized crime and cultural 
history. He led the Times metro team that won the Pulitzer 
Prize for breaking news coverage of the 1993 truck-
bombing of the World Trade Center.

This lecture series was established by a large group of 
alumni in partnership with City College's Colin Powell 
School for Civic and Global Leadership to honor the 
memory of Stanley Feingold, a beloved, gifted professor of 
political science who taught at the college for almost four 
decades.

SPEAKING TRUTH TO POWER: 
NYS ATTORNEY GENERAL LETITIA 
JAMES

ALUMNI JOIN NYC MAYOR 
2022 ADMINISTRATION

David Banks was named 
chancellor of the New 
York City Department 
of Education as part of 
the incoming Eric Adams 
mayoral administration. A 
lifelong educator, Banks 
earned an Education, 
Administration and 

Supervision certification attending night 
classes at City College, Brooklyn College, and 
Baruch College simultaneously so he could 
serve as a school administrator, first at PS 191 in 
Crown Heights. Banks then founded the Bronx 
School for Law, Government, and Justice in 
1995 and the Eagle Academy for Young Men, 
a group of six public schools in New York City 
serving boys of color, in 2004. Announcing 
his appointment, Mayor Adams praised Banks 
for spending “his career fighting for students,” 
adding “David Banks is built for this.”

Eric Adams, the first CUNY 
graduate to become 
New York City mayor 
since CCNY alumnus 
Ed Koch, appointed 
Ydanis Rodriguez, BA 
’91, to be New York 
City Transportation 

Commissioner. Rodriguez is the first Latino to 
hold the position. The former Upper Manhattan 
City Councilman served on the Council’s 
transportation committee, championed the 
city’s Vision Zero street safety campaign, and 
fought for equity in the city’s transportation 
offerings. As a political science major at CCNY, 
Rodriguez led student protests against school 
administration and Governor Mario Cuomo’s 
budget cuts. In a statement announcing his 
appointment, Rodriguez said “I will work with 
the rest of my colleagues in the administration, 
the City Council, advocates, and the private 
and academic sector, to carry on our vision of 
turning New York City into the most pedestrian 
and cyclist-friendly city in the nation.”



ALUMNI GIVE BACK TO CCNY

The Alumni Association supports itself 
through the generosity of our membership. 
Membership dues are the lifeblood of the 
Alumni Association. However, dues alone can 
not sustain all of the Association’s operations, 
community programs, and student support 
(scholarships).

Scholarships and/or stipends are a popular 
area in which to donate. With tuition rising 
every year, Alumni Association scholarships 
and stipends are designed to help students 
complete their degree, feeding the CCNY 
engine that has earned recognition as a 
top performer in promoting social mobility 
amongst its graduates. We currently award 
over 50 scholarships/stipends, with a value 
of $86,000+, annually. While we are proud of 
this, it is not nearly enough! We know there 
are many more students still in need of our 
support. Learn more at www.ccnyalumni.org/
donate. The Alumni Association is a 501(c)3 
organization. All donations, restricted and 
unrestricted, are 100% tax-deductible.

Proud CCNY alumnus and the AA’s Vice 
President Lawrence Greengrass ’73, with his 
wife Nancy, has donated two scholarships:

Nancy & Lawrence Greengrass Scholarship
Established in 2003, this $1,000 annual 
scholarship is awarded to a student majoring 
in Art who has maintained a 3.0 GPA and 
shows evidence of financial need. The 2021 
recipient is Chelsea Morales.
 
Louis Neugeborn Memorial Scholarship
Established in 2002 in honor of Nancy’s 
father, this $1,000 annual scholarship is 
awarded to a junior majoring in history who 
has maintained a 3.0 GPA and shows evidence 
of financial need. See the class note on Alum 
Fidel Tavares who benefitted from this gift.

Additionally, donated this year by Alyssa 
Greengrass, the daughter of Larry Greengrass, 
is The Lawrence S. Greengrass Pre-Law 
Award. The gift is a one-time stipend of 
$1,000 to be awarded in the 2021/2022 
Academic year to a CCNY student enrolled 
full-time in the pre-law program with a 3.0 
GPA or higher and who has indicated intent to 
pursue a career in law to seek a more just and 
fair society.

Over the course of the last several years, as required by CUNY, 
The College and the Alumni Association have worked on the 
creation of a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) that is 
intended to put into writing a framework which will define the 
relationship between the Association, the College and CUNY. 
This MOU essentially memorializes the numerous ways in 
which the Association has historically and continually operated 
in order to support and promote the College, such as:

1. Generating and maintaining meaningful connections 
among alumni, students, staff through social, educational and 
networking events.

2. Honoring Alumni success through a variety of Awards.

3. Supporting current students through scholarships and 
networking activities.

4. Offering benefits and discounts exclusively to members of the 
Association.

The MOU provides mechanisms for the sharing of data and 
other information, coordination of calendar events, and 
recognition of financial guidelines issued by CUNY which 
are applicable to alumni organizations throughout the CUNY 
system.

In short, the MOU guides the continuing efforts of the City 
College Alumni Association to provide great value to its 
members and the College community. 

The City College Alumni Association, https://www.ccnyalumni.
org traces its roots back to 1853. Since 1913, it has maintained 
itself as an independent organization with its own bylaws and 
Board of Directors. 

ALUMNI GIVING

ALUMNI ASSOCIATION CREATES 
MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING 
WITH CCNY AND CUNY



STUDENT POV

MEETING MY HERO PROFESSOR MICHIO KAKU 

I was 7 years old, getting used to the US, where I’d 
recently landed. I have the distinct memory of sitting on 
my mom’s lap watching a video of the moon landing. 
“That’s one small step for man and one giant leap for 
mankind.” I was in tears. 

My mom asked, “Refath, what’s wrong?” 

“I still didn’t land on the moon, Mom.” 

My Mom burst out laughing. 

I knew at that exact moment what I wanted to be. 
Astronomy became my love and my life. 

One day my Dad came home from work and told me 
he had a surprise. Dad was a part-time security guard at 
Marshak Hall, and part-time student at CCNY, pursuing 
a BA in political science.

He said, “I’m taking Astronomy with Michio Kaku. I can 
take you to my class.” 

“What?” I asked, in disbelief. 
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“You can come, but you have to behave,” he said. I 
began screaming. I was a Bronx kid, getting the chance 
to hear Michio Kaku in person! I’d just bought his 
latest book, “Physics of the Impossible.” I was poor, but 
happy. 

We had no car and even MetroCard was too expensive. 
All we had were two feet. Finally, we arrived at the 
famous ramp, and Marshak Hall. My dad showed 
his ID to security (the tables would turn in just a few 
hours) and we walked in. The 5 miles walking here, and 
the 5 miles back, was all worth it. 

I saw hundreds of students, bustling about and settling 
into their seats. The murmurs and lights died down. 
The spotlight turned to the stage — a man of ordinary 
height, but extraordinary stature emerged: Prof. Michio 
Kaku. My heart began palpitating in excitement.

“Welcome to ASTR 305, an Introduction to 
Astronomy. To start the course, we begin at our home.” 
The stage slowly went dark as an image of the Earth 
came to life. “Zoom out and you’ll see the moon. 
Travel even further and you’ll see the Sun and the inner 
planets.” 

I stared in awe at the video before me. 

“And now we see the Gas Giants. Just a bit further 
out, you’ll find the Kuiper Belt, home to millions of 
asteroids and comets.” 

I knew comets were the harbingers of life to our earth, 
crashing into the molten earth with just the right speed 
to disseminate life onto the soon-to-be blue marble. 

“Zoom out even further and you’ll find we live in a 
galaxy: the Milky Way. But the Milky Way is just one 
of hundreds, millions, billions of galaxies, clustered 
into little groups. These little groups are clustered into 
their own superclusters, and if you zoom out just a 
bit further, you’ll land at the edge of the observable 
universe. And that is our cosmic address: Earth, Solar 
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System, Milky Way, Local 
Group, and of course, The 
Observable Universe.” 
It was over. The hall erupted 
into applause. A few 
students rushed to get Prof. 
Kaku’s autograph. I tightly 
gripped my copy of “Physics 
of the Impossible,” as if it 
was now something sacred. 

“You should ask him for an 
autograph,” said Dad. 

“I can do that?,” I asked, incredulously. 

He nodded. I flew to the stage, possessed. I stood behind 
a string of students.
 
“Young man, what do you need,” Professor Kaku asked. 
He gestured to me to come forward. 

“I was wondering if I could take the midterm. I read 
your whole book, “Physics of the Impossible,” so I’m 
prepared.” 

Professor Kaku chuckled. “I’m sure you’d do much better 
than these guys,” he said, pointing to the crowd. The 
crowd laughed, and Prof. Kaku graciously autographed 
my book. 

Ten years and a pandemic later, I’ve come back to City 
College as a Physics Major and Artificial Intelligence 
Researcher. I’m taking the course my dad took me to in 
Spring 2011: ASTR 305, Methods of Astronomy, but 
with Professor Michael Lubell. Professor Lubell’s patience 
is infinite and I ask as many questions as time allows. 

When the clock runs out, I think back to how it all 
started with a curious boy and a remarkable teacher Prof. 
Michio Kaku. 

Reprinted with Permission by The Paper  
(Edited for length)

AACCNY SEEKS ALUMNI STORIES/ 
TALKS FOR VIRTUAL EVENTS

The Alumni Association is asking 
members to participate in a series of 
online events in which they will briefly 
relate a significant aspect of their career 
to what they learned or experienced 
during their years at CCNY.

Your informal talk can be serious, funny 
or anything in-between. Describe the 
impact on your career path of a course 
of study, an individual professor, or 
of an extracurricular activity There is 
no suggested format and no rules to 
follow-talk as if you were discussing this 
with friends over dinner. Plan on talking 
anywhere from 15 to 30 minutes, allowing 
a few minutes afterwards for responding 
to questions from the audience.
 
Interested alumni should respond to our 
Washington DC Chapter President, Phil 
Barsky, with a brief description of the 
story that you would like to present to 
the alumni community.
 
Phil Barsky
phillipbarsky@gmail.com
301-266-6666



RANKING NEWS
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EMSI BURNING GLASS STUDY QUANTIFIES CCNY'S SOCIAL MOBILITY 
PROWESS

A study by labor market data firm Emsi Burning Glass 
affirms the significant impact a CCNY education has on its 
alumni. Emsi Burning Glass’ investment analysis of CCNY 
determines that for undergraduates, a bachelor’s degree 
generates a positive return on their investment. The study 
estimates that students laying out an average of $36,715 
in present value student costs will receive a present value 
of $283,948 in increased earnings over their working lives. 
Outlay costs include tuition, books, supplies and student 
loans.

Overall, the benefit-cost ratio is 7.7 – in which every $1,000 
students invest in a BA at CCNY, they will receive $7,700 
in higher future earnings. The corresponding annual rate of 
return for the students’ educational investment is 26.5%. 
BA students at CCNY see, on average, a payback period of 
6.1 years, indicating that about six years after a student’s 
initial educational investment of foregone earnings and out-
of-pocket costs, they will have received enough higher future 
earnings to fully recover all costs. 
 
The Emsi Burning Glass study uses a wide array of data 
that are based on several sources, including academic and 
financial reports from CCNY; data on CCNY alumni 
employment outcomes from Emsi Burning Glass’ recent 
Alumni Outcomes report; industry and employment data 
from the Bureau of Labor Statistics and Census Bureau; 
and outputs of Emsi Burning Glass’ multi-regional social 

accounting matrix (MR-SAM) and impact model.

Given that students have the potential to earn more as they 
achieve higher levels of education, a CCNY graduate with a 
bachelor’s degree can expect approximate wages of $60,600 
per year in NY, which is approximately $11,400 more than 
someone with a high school diploma.

For the Alumni Outcomes report, Emsi Burning Glass 
obtained data from the college and used state economic data 
from various public sources. Proprietary data modeling tools 
were used to generate the study’s results. Using 241,282 
alumni records provided by CCNY, Emsi Burning Glass 
identified their current occupations, combined with their 
programs of study while at CCNY, graduation year, and 
more. Through this process, Alumni Outcomes matched 
24,608 profiles from as early as the class of 1960 to as recent 
as 2020. 

Weighing CCNY’s contribution to the New York State 
economy, Emsi Burning Glass points out that since its 
founding in 1847, CCNY has enhanced the state workforce, 
providing local residents with easy access to higher 
education opportunities, and preparing students for highly-
skilled, technical professions. A previous Emsi study put 
at $1.9 billion CCNY’s annual economic impact on the 
regional economy and quantified the “for dollar” return on 
investment to students, taxpayers and society. 

Undergraduates at CCNY can expect a significant return on their investment in a bachelor’s 
degree, according to the labor market data firm Emsi Burning Glass.



RANKING NEWS

Forbes’ first Covid-era rankings, of the nation’s most outstanding 
schools, maintains City College’s standing among the best. 
From an exclusive field of 600 four-year schools drawn from 
the nearly 2,700 such degree-granting institutions in the U.S., 
CCNY is #140 overall on the Forbes’ America’s Top Colleges 2021 
List. The University of California at Berkeley is #1, the first public 
school ever ranked so by Forbes.

Forbes suspended its 2020 list, and used the pandemic year to 
re-evaluate its methodology. On the 2021 list, schools placed 
well for serving low-income students, if students secured low 
debt, graduated on time and went on to have successful careers 
with high salaries. In other words, how well colleges served “as a 
true engine of the American Dream.”

CCNY placed high in other categories, including #63 in Public 
Colleges, #99 in Research Universities and #58 in The Northeast.

FORBES RANKS CCNY AS A TRUE ENGINE OF THE 
AMERICAN DREAM

WALL STREET JOURNAL RANKS CCNY #1 
NATIONALLY FOR BEST VALUE

The City College of New York ranks #1 for Best Value among the 
top 250 U.S. schools, according to the 2022 Wall Street Journal/
Times Higher Education Best College Rankings. The publications 
determined this by dividing each institution’s overall score by its 
net price. City College was #212 overall on the rankings out of 
796 colleges and universities. 

CCNY also ranked #6 for Environment, a category that includes 
student diversity and inclusion, two elements that are fortes for 
CCNY, which has a student body representing more than 150 
nationalities. CCNY placed in the first decile for Environment and 
climbed two places from its eighth ranking nationally by WSJ/
THE last year.  

Regionally, City College was ranked #82 out of 258 institutions in 
the Northeast.

The Wall Street Journal/Times Higher Education College 
Rankings is a pioneering ranking of U.S. colleges and universities 
that puts student success and learning – based on 100,000 
current student voices – at its heart. Developed in partnership 
with US experts and universities, the ranking captures four 
key areas of performance: the resources available to support 
education at an institution, the ability of degree programs and 
teaching to stimulate learning; the diversity and inclusiveness of 
a college environment, and the propensity of an institution to 
contribute to students’ success.

“HISPANIC OUTLOOK” 
RANKS CCNY A TOP 
SCHOOL FOR LATINX/A/O

The City College of New York 
maintains its national status as a 
magnet for Latinx/a/o. Designated a 
Hispanic-serving institution of higher 
education by the U.S. Department of 
Education (DOE), CCNY remains on 
“The Hispanic Outlook on Education 
Magazine’s” annual Top 100 Colleges 
and Universities for Hispanics list. 
Using NCES/IPEDS Department of 
Education data, “Hispanic Outlook” 
ranks CCNY highly in three categories:

#63: 2019 Grand total Bachelor’s degree
#93: 2019 Grand total Master’s degree
#91: Total Enrollment 4-year Schools 
(2021), #76 (2018 – 2019)

“Every year, the ‘Hispanic Outlook in 
Higher Education’ features Top 100 
lists to chart the national progress of 
Hispanics in higher education and 
to recognize the institutions that 
are committed to serving Hispanics’ 
educational needs,” according to the 
magazine.

The largest ethnic group on campus, 
Hispanics constitute approximately 39% 
of CCNY’s more than 16,000 students.

And in a recent boost to the 
demographic, CCNY was the recipient 
of a $3 million five-year grant from 
the DOE to increase the number of 
Hispanic and low-income graduates 
leaving the institution with work-ready 
skills and connections to employers. 
The funding will go to CiPASS-ExL, 
an interdisciplinary program at CCNY 
focusing on experiential learning.
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A LOOK BACK AT CCNY 

STILL MAKING MEMORIES FOR HOLZER ‘67 HOUSE PLAN MEMBERS

First of all, we would like to thank our younger 
brothers of Baron ’70 – and when you reach our 
ripe old ages, younger doesn’t really mean much 
– for taking the initiative to bring our  stories to 
light in the Alumnus magazine.   

So who were Holzer ’67, one might ask.  It’s 
been a long and rewarding journey from those 
heady days on campus where we were denizens of 
both North and South Campus. We “owned” a 
table in the Shepard cafeteria, and those headier 
times in our apartment in Brooklyn. Most of the 
guys graduated from Brooklyn Tech HS in ’63 
although we had alumni of other schools as well.  
Most of us lived in Brooklyn but we did let in a 
few stragglers from other boroughs, and we even 
had a Brooklyn College guy as a full-fledged house 
member. We were active in the Central House 
Plan Association, winning our share of athletic 

tournaments as well as HPA Carnivals, and we organized Holzer 
activities of all sorts. 

Friday night always meant a party with a Sis house from City 
or another school, or a poker game, or a trip to a favorite eatery 
like Amelia’s which was down the block on Nostrand, or off to 
Nathan’s for hot dogs, or a combination of all of the above.  

So what was the glue that held us so closely together, glue that 
is still felt and honored? A combination of many things. Being a 
bunch of kids from lower-middle class families in the city, going 
to a private out-of-town school was not really in the picture for 
most, if not all, of us. City and the rest of the CUNY colleges 
was, of course, the answer. For most of us it was the only answer. 
To this day we are all ever-thankful and appreciative for the 
opportunities we were provided as students of NYC’s “subway” 
schools. Did we really miss anything by not attending big name 
private schools? In the long run, no. Our college experiences 
were full and productive. 

By Ray Pass
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Of course, we could have opted for a Greek life at City, but 
for various reasons, that wasn’t as appealing as House Plan. 
The fact that most of the guys already knew one another 
from Tech was a powerful magnet, but there were non-
Techies in the house also. The fact that all were accepted as 
is with no need to prove ourselves was also powerful. The 
fact that there was no history to live up to – we made it as 
we went – was so appealing. We were a unique group with 
a unique past, present and future. We wrote our own story.  
I don’t think that any of us is sorry for the choice we made. 
House Plan Association provided us with all we could ask 
for, and need, as extra-curricular. Inter-house athletics of all 
kinds, group social activities like the Carnivals and Election 
Eve Rallies, various weekend programs such as camping 
trips and leadership training/human relations, our own 
third floor in Finley (yet another shame) to hang in, an 
organization that fostered social growth on and off campus 
as a partner to academic growth, and more and more.

City was a wonderful coming-of-age environment for us all.  
Once we got off the A or D train and hiked up Convent 
Ave, or left the #1 train at the “137th St - City College” 
station and trekked East, we were home. We still refer to 
them as the IND, IRT and BMT lines. Whether it was 
carousing in the Shepard cafeteria, catching a bagel from 
Raymond the Bagel Man while heading for a class on the 
other campus, relaxing on the South Campus lawn, gym 
classes in Wingate (who needs a bathing suit in the Wingate 
pool!) or  Lewisohn (what a shame), touch football in Jasper 
Oval (another shame), long slow classes after that long 

hike to Mott, it was all college, and we absorbed it all 
gloriously.

And who are we today? Most of us are retired 
with lots of MAs, MSs, PhDs, MDs, JDs and 
other assorted Ms and Ds. We were, and still are, 
engineers, scientists, programmers, physicians, 
lawyers, psychologists, educators (teachers and 
principals), artists, authors, Hollywood producers and 
screenwriters, business CEOs, elected officials, and 
more.  

We of Holzer ’67 have had a rebirth of brotherhood 
over the last 10 years or so years. Around 2010 some 
of our brood who are still in the NYC area started 
having small lunch and dinner get-togethers. These 
continue to this day and have blossomed into a 
series of full-fledged sit-down dinner reunions in 
Manhattan in 2011 and 2013, and in Brooklyn in 
2016 for a group 70th birthday party. Attendance at 
these shindigs brought members in from their homes 
in NY, NJ, DE, MD, FL, MO, MN, CA, Hong Kong 
and British Columbia. We are already planning the 
next one in Spring ’22 for a communal 75th birthday 
party. Of course, if you do the math, we should 
have had our 75th in 2021, but COVID dictated 
otherwise.   

Coincidentally, like Baron ’70, we also started having 
weekly Zoom meetings about a year ago, and even 
more coincidentally, they are also on Wed! (evenings 
for us). And what do we talk about at these sessions 
– anything and everything. Children, grandchildren, 
escapades past, present and future, memories and 
plans, achievements and embarrassments, shared 
losses and gains. Nothing is off-limits, as it should 
be among brothers.  And at our collective ages, we 
sometimes repeat conversations having forgotten what 
we just recently talked about! 

So once again I ask, what is Holzer ’67? We are 
a brotherhood with a beginning before CCNY, a 
developing life on and off campus beginning almost 
60 years ago and a future that is still ahead of us. We 
are made of the building blocks of NYC, CCNY and 
HPA. This story is still being written. Stay tuned.
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HOW MY MOTHER DISOBEYED MEN AND HELPED WIN THE WAR

Perhaps the 
hardest task for 
children, even 
as adults, is to 
imagine what 
their parents 
were  like at 
their age. There 
was one thing 
I knew about 
my mom. She 
was a lot braver 
than me,  which 
enabled her to 
help win World 
War II. She 
didn’t carry out 
any important 
espionage 

missions or nurse a wounded GI while under enemy 
attack. She wasn’t a war hero. She just had more courage 
than I would have had.

In 1942, she graduated from CCNY with a BA 
in business. Like many other women, she went to 
Washington D.C. to work for the War Department (now 
the Department of Defense). She was assigned to the 
Procurement Division which bought mass quantities of 
food and other supplies from various vendors around 
the world. Her college major made her well-suited for 
the work, so, of course, they gave her a job as a low-level 
assistant where she mainly answered the phone and filed 
papers. It wasn’t anything against her, it was just that she 
was a woman, and haggling over prices was a man’s job.

One day, she took a phone call from a vendor with a cargo 
ship full of sugar, which was always needed. The price 
seemed very reasonable. She also felt that the increased 
demand for supplies would soon make costs rise. But there 
was a problem. She was the only one in the office at the 
time, and she had no authority to make a sale. The only 
thing she could do was take a message but if she did that 

they would lose the deal. She found the nerve to do what 
was needed, and closed the sale. Another peculiarity of the 
times was that giving one’s word, even by an unqualified 
female, was an ironclad commitment.           

Her bosses were furious. What was she thinking? She 
had defied explicit instructions and probably been taken 
advantage of by a cagey vendor. She’d disgraced the entire 
department. Her disgrace lasted for three days, until the 
ship docked in the U.S.  During that time, the price of 
sugar had tripled. A white elephant had become a superb 
bargain. The bosses were amazed how much smarter 
she’d gotten in just three days. For her quick action, she 
received a commendation signed by President Franklin 
Delano Roosevelt. She didn’t get a promotion or any 
increased authority, as she was, unfortunately, still female.

But they did her a unique favor.  Her brother had been 
drafted into the Army and completed his basic training. 
He was scheduled to ship out to Europe very soon, from 
New York City. She asked for a week’s leave from her job, 
so she could see him off. At the time, travel was extremely 
difficult. Trains were packed with soldiers, and there were 
military roadblocks everywhere. Imagine being questioned 
by the TSA every twenty or so miles! She would need 
several days to get there and back.  

Their answer was no, and yes. No, they couldn’t give her 
the time off, but yes, she would get to see her brother. 
They gave her a staff car, with complete military insignia 
and identification, plus a driver, so she could get there 
and back in a day. My mom and the driver left early 
morning on the scheduled day, and sped by roadblock 
after roadblock. All the soldiers simply saluted, although 
they probably wondered how a woman in her 20s could 
possibly rate such elite transportation.

The car drove into New York City, right onto the 
pier where the troop ship was docked, as a crowd of  
bewildered soldiers scrambled out of the way. Her brother 
had already boarded the ship, but word came that he was 
to meet someone on the pier. He wondered what was 

BY MARTIN KIVELL, SON OF BEATRICE RADOW KIVELL
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going on, as he had 
no idea his sister was 
coming to see him. 
When he walked onto 
the pier, he got the  
shock of his life; his 
sister getting out of a 
military staff car. 
 
Family lore states 
he asked her if their 
family had taken over 
the government and, if 
so, could she get him 
out of this? During 
the trip to Europe, he 
took a lot of ribbing 
from other soldiers 
about the identity of 
“Lady X.” He survived 
the war, and lived for 
many years afterward.  

My mother, a few 
years into peacetime, 
became a full-time 
wife and mother. I’ve 
sometimes  wondered 
what could have 
been if she had been 
born 25 years later 
and reached maturity 
during the women’s 
movement. She 
could have been a 
business executive, an 
economist, or held 
public office, as many 
others also could have 
been.

LEWISOHN STADIUM SELLING EXPERIENCE A HUMBLING 
MOMENT

I still shudder at my Lewisohn Stadium experience 
while working at the New York Philharmonic Orchestra 
summer concerts in 1952. I attended the college 
summer session, and had a job selling beer (yes, it was 
Schaefer beer). I was assigned to the concrete seating 
(the rocks) below the rear colonnade of the stadium. 
Seating prices ranged from $.15 for far left upper level, 
$.30 for remaining concrete seating, $.60 for field 
level wooden bleachers and $1.50 for chairs at tables 
on the field in front of the prefabricated stage. (The 
NYC Subway was then a nickel.) Beer was $.25 for a 
12 ounce bottle ‘carefully’ poured into a paper cup. My 
salary was based on $.0425 per cup (note: the beer 
foam was free). The selling period was 45 minutes 

before the concert and then during a very short hectic 15 minute intermission. 

The concert night I will always remember was an all-Beethoven event held on a 
beautiful summer night with a sky of stars and every stadium seat filled. Minnie 
Guggenheim, the concert series sponsor, welcomed all and explained how she 
had had LaGuardia’s Airport airlines diverted to avoid disturbing the concerts. 
Pierre Monteux was introduced to conduct four pieces, two before and two 
after the intermission. I had done my usual pre-concert selling and then sat to 
enjoy the Philharmonic’s Beethoven performance. 

Upon the start of the second Beethoven piece, I quietly returned to the sales 
supply center to gather my two hand basket carriers with ice and beer and 
climbed the long steps to my assigned selling station. Wearing my white jacket 
with my beer logo cap, I sat down among my future customers. Just then, I 
heard a very loud crescendo. I immediately surmised the final movement had 
ended. But no, I was very wrong! 

Pierre Monteux had raised his baton for the start of the next movement when 
across the dark quiet Stadium my very loud cry “ice cold beer here” was heard. 
Eight thousand people burst out laughing. I almost panicked but quickly 
removed my white jacket and cap to sit on them, while stadium personnel 
looked for the culprit. My neighboring audience sat pointing away from me to 
protect me from being fired. Maestro Monteux looked around the stadium with 
his hands on his hips, shrugged, turned back to the orchestra and continued 
with the last movement. I waited to begin the intermission sales until I believed 
I was safe. 

By Ed Plotkin PE - BCE ‘53, MCE ‘58, MBA ‘66, DSc Hon ‘19 

Edward and Frances Plotkin have created an annual award, the Frances M. 
& Edward S. Plotkin Scholarship, awarded to a junior or senior majoring 
in Civil Engineering with a B+ average who shows evidence of financial 
need, has an outstanding personality as determined by the Dean and in 
consultation with the Engineering School Alumni Group.
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A LOOK BACK AT CCNY 

GETTING UP TO DATE WITH OLYMPIAN RUDY SUWARA’S VOLLEYBALL HISTORY

After reading the two wonderful articles about 
CCNY’s Olympians in the Summer, 2021 issue of 
“Alumnus,” I realized just how fortunate I had been 
to know so many great Beaver athletes: Henry 
Wittenberg, Daniel Bukantz and Albert “Albie 
Axelrod.”  

Another Olympian stood out to me because we 
were classmates as undergraduates at City. Rudy 
Suwara was a talented athlete, perhaps the best in 
our class, on the varsity basketball team, although I 
knew nothing about his volleyball prowess. 

I had not seen or spoken to Rudy since he left New 
York, shortly after graduating from college in 1965. 
With some luck, I was able to contact Rudy via 
email and begin a virtual conversation with him. He 
also sent me a copy of his book, “From the Bronx 
to the Beach” which details his professional and 
personal life. 

Upon graduation, Rudy headed out to the West 
Coast to pursue his volleyball dreams and to 
join his brother, Ernie, who had left CCNY before 
graduating and played on the 1964 U.S. men’s 

Olympic volleyball team. Ernie, considered an 
alumnus despite not graduating from City, adds 
another Olympian to City’s roster of greats! 

I learned that both Ernie and Rudy had played for 
the New York City volleyball powerhouse, the West 
Side Y while studying at City because volleyball 
was not yet an NCAA sport. Most other competitive 
volleyball teams were from the West Coast, the hot 
bed of volleyball. 

Once on the West Coast, Rudy was selected for the 
U.S. national team that toured Canada and faced 
off against  the powerful Russian team. When the 
U.S. national team won the 1967 Pan American 
Games, the team and Rudy qualified for the ’68 
Olympics. For Rudy, the highlight of the ’68 Games 
was defeating the great Russian team in their first 
match of the competition, before going on to a 
respectable seventh place finish.
 
Rudy was far from finished with volleyball though. 
He combined playing indoors, playing on the beach 
and coaching into a long career. Volleyball was 
becoming an American sport for men and women, 

By Richard von Zerneck
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both in the gym and on the beach. He had successful 
coaching stops at both UC Santa Barbara and San 
Diego State. After giving up his coaching career, 
Rudy was among the leaders of the growing beach 
volleyball world. Over time, he competed against 
the likes of Wilt Chamberlain and Tom Selleck, 
both indoors and on the sand. The picture of Rudy 
“talking strategy with the Big Dipper” is a sight to 
behold! They even played together on the beach in 
four-player tournaments! 

Over the course of his long career, Rudy met many 
famous people  and competed against the best 
players in the world and won some impressive 
laurels. He was nicknamed “The Taz,” short for 
the Tasmanian Devil, and “the Master Showman 
of Volleyball” by the International Volleyball  
Association. He was elected to the USVBA’s 
Volleyball Coaches Hall of Fame and was voted 
an “All-Time Great Player” in 1976 by the USVBA. 
Rudy was selected as a member of the All Era Team 
(1953-77) by the same USVBA.

Rudy Suwara was named to City College’s Athletic 
Hall of Fame, even though volleyball was not a 
varsity sport when he attended the College. In a 
phone conversation, he said that playing on City’s 
men’s basketball team under coach Dave Polansky 

was an important part of his life. There was great 
camaraderie on the team and he learned much 
from his basketball coach that helped him as a 
volleyball coach.  

Members of the Alumni Varsity Association rightly 
recognized Rudy as a great athlete and competitor, 
an alumnus who went on to make the City College 
proud! I recall him as a great athlete, a nice guy and 
a friend!
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ATHLETICS NEWS

SWIMMER JANE KATZ ‘63 HONORED BY WHO’S WHO

Dr. Jane Katz is a distinguished biographee of Marquis 
Who's Who chosen from among a pool of the most 
prominent professionals and selected on the basis of  
position, noteworthy accomplishments, visibility, and 
prominence in a field.

Inspired by her father, who had nearly drowned as a 
teenager and subsequently developed a considerable 
passion for teaching people how to swim, Dr. Katz 
earned a Bachelor of Science in health and physical 
education at the City College of New York in 1963. 
She later embarked upon her career as a high school 
health and physical education teacher at Seward Park 
High School from 1963 to 1964. In 1964, she began 
her tenure as a professor of physical education at Bronx 
Community College, a role she would hold until 1989. 
During this time, Dr. Katz continued her studies 
and obtained a Master of Arts in organization and 

administration from New York University in 1966 and a 
Master of Education in therapeutic recreation for aging and 
a Doctor of Education in gerontology from the Teachers 
College at Columbia University in 1972 and 1978, 
respectively.

Dr. Katz was subsequently appointed as a professor of 
health and physical education at the John Jay College of 
Criminal Justice in 1989, remaining in this post until her 
retirement in 2019. Dr. Katz is a well-regarded author and 
is best known for her book, "Swimming for Total Fitness: 
A Complete Program for Swimming Stronger, Faster and 
Better." 

An accomplished swimmer in her own right, Dr. Katz 
ranks sixth out of the Top 100 Athletes of All Time for 
the United States Masters Swimming All-American Team. 
She was noted as a member and the vice chairperson of 
the National Masters All-American Swim Team since 1974 
and a member of the United States Maccabiah Swim Team 
since 1957. Setting the Masters swim championship record 
for the state of New York in 2019, Dr. Katz has received 
countless awards and medals for her swimming over the 
years. 

Dr. Katz has also competed in a variety of events, such 
as freestyle, backstroke, butterfly and even synchronized 
swimming. She was notably presented with a Gold Medal 
for the 100-meter and 400-meter butterfly relays during 
the 1961 Maccabiah Games. In 1964, Dr. Katz had the  
opportunity to be a part of the United States Synchronized 
Swimming Performance Team for the Olympics in Tokyo, 
Japan.

In 2018, Dr. Katz was honored as one of the Legends 
of the Maccabiah by the New York Athletic Club, the 
most recent accolade in a career filled with honors and 
accomplishments. She was previously celebrated with a 
Harold Martin Award for the program, "Every Child A 
Swimmer." Inducted to the International Swimming Hall of 
Fame in 2016, Dr. Katz accepted the Lifetime Achievement 
Award from the President's Council on Fitness, Sports and 
Nutrition in 2014.       
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ATHLETICS NEWS

CASSIDY CANBERG 
NAMED CUNYAC 
WOMEN'S SOCCER 
PLAYER OF THE YEAR

After helping lead the CCNY 
women's soccer team to 
their fifth straight postseason 
appearance, sophomore Cassidy 
Canberg was named the 2021 
CUNY Athletic Conference 
Women's Soccer Player of the 
Year this past fall.
 
Canberg was the league's most 
dangerous striker during the 
regular season, leading the 
conference in points (34) and 
goals (14). The sophomore found 
the back of the net in eight 
games, including three multi-
goal performances. One of her 
best performances came in a 
win over Old Westbury when she 
produced 12 points on five goals 
and two assists. At the time, her 
effort was the highest scoring 
output in all of NCAA Division III.
 
In addition, the women's soccer 
program had four student-
athletes earn All-Conference 
recognition, including sophomore 
Nicole Magretta and freshmen 
MacKenzie Moreno, Charlotte 
Foberg and Laura Villatoro.
 
The Beavers finished the season 
with a 7-7 overall record and 
advanced to the CUNYAC 
semifinals.

WOMEN'S CROSS COUNTRY PROGRAM EARNS 
SECOND PLACE FINISH AT CUNYAC CHAMPIONSHIPS

The City College women's cross country team earned a second-place finish at 
the 2021 CUNY Athletic Conference Cross Country Championships at Van 
Cortlandt Park. The team finish was the program's highest team finish since 
1996.
 
In all, the Beavers had five top-20 finishes, including two runners within the 
top-10.
 
Freshman Zara McPartland led the Beavers with a sixth-place finish in a 
time of 30:37.7. Freshman Kate Cortez was the next Beaver to cross the line, 
taking eighth overall in 31:20.5. Freshman Sandra Lu took 13th place with a 
time of 33:23.8.
 
Sophomore Nabila Jahan was right behind her, finishing 14th overall, 
clocking 33:40.1. Freshman Aakaysha Williams was next for CCNY in a 
personal-best time of 20:40.5 to place for 17th overall. Sophomore Israt Jahan 
finished 23rd overall with a personal-best time of 37:02.3.
 
The program continued to showcase their strong running, following their 
performance the following weekend with a ninth-place team finish at the 
2021 ECAC Championships at Hudson Valley Sports Dome in Milton, NY.
 
The Beavers earned four All-Conference selections, with McPartland, Cortez, 
Lu, and Jahan being recognized by the conference.

STEVE MACIAS is CCNY’s new Interim Director 
of Athletics. The longtime head baseball coach 
took on the additional role in the fall. Currently, 
he is working to keep the athletes and the 
program safe and accessible as we ease out of 
COVID. Go Beavers!
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PROGRAM SPOTLIGHT 

SEEK: CREATING OPPORTUNITY, CHANGING LIVES FOR OVER 50 YEARS

City College of New York’s pioneering Percy Ellis Sutton SEEK Program, the flagship of all CUNY 
four-year college education opportunity programs, continues to be a pathway to success, changing 
lives as a vehicle to upward mobility for students who may have otherwise have found a college 
education daunting.  
 
The acronym for “Search for Education, Elevation and Knowledge,” SEEK began as a pre-
baccalaureate program at City College in 1965. In 1966, the New York State Assembly passed 
legislation creating SEEK and the program was expanded to other CUNY senior colleges.

SEEK, funded by New York State, is 
designed to meet the needs of students 
who are considered to be economically 
disadvantaged and who otherwise might 
not even consider attending a four-year 
institution. Prospective students must 
indicate that they wish to be considered 
for the SEEK program on their CUNY 
admission application. Students admitted 
to City College as SEEK students receive 
extensive support services, including 
tutoring and comprehensive counseling, 
from advisement to personal, career, 
mental health.

The SEEK Scholars Program, established 
in 2007, recognizes and supports those 
SEEK students who excel academically 
and who, as a result of their outstanding 
records, are members of a special group 
of high achievers.  Additionally, SEEK 
inducted 40-50 students per year, before 
the COVID pandemic, to the Chi Alpha 
Epsilon National Honor Society.

SEEK is not only a program but a 
department at CCNY and participates in 
college governance with representation 
on committees, the Faculty Senate and 
the President’s cabinet. The majority of 
the highly trained and skilled faculty are 
licensed as professional counselors, social 
workers or psychologists.

To learn more and contribute your talents 
and more to the SEEK program, visit: 
ccny.cuny.edu/seek.

Skavi Ballinas graduated in fall of 
2019 and majored in Mechanical 
Engineering. Skavi benefited from 
SEEK services and resources 
provided such as counseling and 
mentoring that she needed as a 

first-generation college student. The tutoring she 
received also helped her understand and grasp 
the material taught in her class.  Outside of SEEK, 
Skavi was also an active member in LAESA-SHPE, 
Society of Hispanic Engineers, being part of the 
executive board from 2016-2017. Skavi now works 
as a Manufacturing Engineer with Procter and 
Gamble (P&G) in the Baby Care department.

Orubba Almansouri was CCNY 
salutatorian in 2016, the year 
that Michelle Obama spoke at 
commencement. The First Lady 
was so impressed with Almansouri 
that she invited her to a summit on 

the State of Women convened by the White House, 
Speakers included President Barack Obama, 
Michelle Obama, then-Vice President Joe Biden, 
Oprah Winfrey, and SEEK’s own Almansouri.

Elaine Johnson was CCNY 2017 
salutatorian and Colin Powell School 
2017 valedictorian. Born and raised 
in Harlem to Jamaican immigrant 
parents, Johnson was also the 
second successive SEEK student 

(after Almansouri in 2016) to earn the salutatorian 
distinction. Johnson completed her BA degree in 
CCNY’s Psychology Honors Program with a 3.9 
GPA. She went on to the University of Cambridge 
in England for research on the development of 
resilience in youth before completing her PhD in 
clinical psychology.

S E E K A L U M  S P O T L I G H T
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LAWRENCE TABAK, BS ’72 was named acting 
director of the National Institutes of Health 
in December by Health and Human Services 
Secretary Xavier Becerra. Tabak previously served 
as principal deputy director of the NIH, where he 
has worked since 2000. A dentist and biomedical 
scientist, Tabak began his education with a BA 
in biology from City College before receiving his 
DDS from Columbia University and a PhD and 
certificate of proficiency in endodontics from the 
University of Buffalo. Tabak has also worked as the 
Senior Associate Dean for Research and Professor 
of Dentistry and Biochemistry & Biophysics in the 
School of Medicine and Dentistry at the University 
of Rochester. His research has primarily focused 
on the structure, biosynthesis and function of 
glycoproteins, a type of large biomolecules 
and macromolecules that act in the structure, 
reproduction, immune system, hormones, and 
protection of cells and organisms.

MICHAEL CRUZ, BS  ’15, is one of the 45 applicants 
awarded the Charles B. Rangel International Affairs 
fellowships by the U.S. Department of State. A 
graduate of CCNY’s Colin Powell School of Civic 
and Global Leadership, Cruz received the honor 
through Howard University accompanied with up 
to $95,000 in benefits towards a career in the U.S. 
Foreign Service. Simone Jones, BS ‘19, was named 
an alternate for the United States Department 
of State’s Thomas R. Pickering Foreign Affairs 
Fellowship through Howard University.

ANDREINA MARTINEZ, BA  ’19, is Miss Dominican 
Republic 2021 and was named the country’s 
representative to the Miss Universe competition. 
Martinez graduated summa cum laude from CCNY 
in 2019 with a bachelors in psychology and Latino 
studies. While studying at CCNY, Martinez served 
as an intern for the City Council, NY state Senator 
Jose Serrano, and U.S. Senator Kirsten Gillibrand. 
This proud SEEK alum now works as operations 
coordinator at the Women’s Equality Center in New 
York. 

CLASS NOTES

LINDA NGUYEN, BA  ’13, was hired as the 
executive director of First Workings, a nonprofit 
that helps underprivileged New York City high 
schoolers make connections, find mentorships, 
and get paid internships at major companies. 
Nguyen will oversee the New York program and the 
nonprofit’s expansion to London. A first-generation 
New Yorker born to immigrant parents, Nguyen 
worked from an early age at her parent’s Bronx 
nail salon and wants to help New York City’s young 
people gain access to the same opportunities and 
career readiness she had growing up.

NOTABLE SEEK ALUMNI 
AT CCNY INCLUDE:

Anthony Belli, marketing 
entrepreneur

Henry Garrido, labor 
leader and executive 
director of District 
Council 37

Oscar Hijuelos, the late 
Pulitzer Prize winning 
author

Lillias White, a Tony 
Award-winning actress

Judge Lottie Wilkins, 
retired New York 
Supreme Court justice

Sekou Sundiata, the late 
Harlem-born poet and 
writer

SEEK plans to launch an 
alumni affiliate group this 
spring and invites all SEEK 
alumni to join.

Come back home, 
participate, be a mentor! 
Send your information to 
SEEK counselor Dr. Marie 
Nazon at mnazon@ccny.
cuny.edu.
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CLASS NOTES

Former Executive Vice President and 
Chief Business Ethics and Compliance 
Officer for CBS HAZEL-ANN MAYERS, 
is featured in the book “We Are So 
Much More” written by business 
executive Aster Angagaw. The book 
focuses on 18 female executives 
across 10 countries, all global leaders 
who share their stories and speak 
openly about their choices, setbacks 
and regrets. The book is available on 
Amazon. 

Attorney BRAD BERGER, ’69, has 
written Aim High Tips for Teens, a 
website offering words of wisdom to 
tweens, teens and adults. The free 
site is www.highteentips.com, and has 
over four million likes on Facebook at  
AimHighTips. The Teen Tips website has 

101 suggestions written specifically for teens, including 
advice on everything from 
morals to manners, eating 
to enthusiasm, happiness to 
humor. Each tip has its own 
page, and offers concise 
and thoughtful advice. 
A free PDF is available 
to download. Berger is a 
Lifetime Member of the 
Alumni Association and 
a 2020 nominee for the 
Townsend Harris medal. For 
the Tips in Spanish, visit 
bradberger29.wordpress.
com/2019/09/21/please-see-
aimhighteentips-in-spanish. 
A two-minute audio drill to 

help kids wake up in the morning is available at 
www.aimhightips.com/audio/AimHighDrill.mp3 and a 
free app, AIM HIGH Tips, is available for download on 
Apple’s App Store.

“Wild Tongues Can’t Be Tamed,” edited 
by SARACIEA J. FENNELL, BA, was 
mentioned in “The New York Times” as 
one of five new audiobooks to listen 
to. Fennell compiled the anthology 
of original nonfiction 
from an all-star cast 
of Latinx contributors, 

and includes her own writing, too. In 
addition to being a writer, Fennell is a 
book publicist and the founder of the 
book festival The Bronx is Reading. The 
audiobook and the book are available on 
all major book-selling websites.   

Dancehall and Reggae artist CAROL EAST, BA ED., also 
known as Sister Carol, was featured in “Dance Hall” 
magazine. The magazine profiled East, the daughter 
of recording engineer Howard East, who was the third 
woman to be nominated for a Reggae Grammy in 1996. 
 
Advocate, writer and editor CAROL (nee Di Falco) 
OFFEN, ’69, published the book “The Insider’s Guide 
to Living Kidney Donation: Everything You Need to 
Know if You Give (or Get) the Greatest Gift.” Offen, who 
lives in North Carolina, donated a kidney to her adult 
son in 2006. She co-wrote the book with Elizabeth 
Crais, a two-time organ recipient. The book combines 
non-technical information, advice and insights into 
the process from people who’ve lived through the 
experience. The book is available on all major book-
selling platforms. Offen also launched a website and 
blog KidneyDonorHelp.com.

SAMARA BROWN was a contestant on season 21 of 
NBC’s “The Voice.” The former music and theater double 
major got her start singing in church and continued to 
hone her craft at CCNY. Brown was on Team Legend, 
coached by John Legend.   

JAMES G. LEVENTHAL, MA art history 
and museum studies, was appointed 
the executive director of the San 
Jose Institute of Contemporary Art. 
Leventhal is returning to San Jose 
from San Francisco where he was the 
interim director of the Museum of the 
African Diaspora. Previously, he was 
the director of development at the San 

Jose Museum of Art. He brings significant experience 
in fundraising, and organizational and program 
development.
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CLASS NOTES

DR. FIDEL TAVÁREZ, BA was a recipient of the CCNY Latino 
Alumni Group’s Simon Bolivar Award in October 2021. Tavárez is a 
historian of the early modern Spanish Atlantic, focusing on issues 
of political economy, political culture, and imperial governance. 
Tavárez earned a bachelors from CCNY in 2011 after receiving an 
associates degree from LaGuardia Community College in 2008. 
At CCNY, Tavárez was awarded the Louis Neugeborn Memorial 
Scholarship, established in 2002 by Nancy and Lawerence 
Greengrass, ’73, in honor of Nancy’s father. Since earning his 
Ph.D. in history from Princeton University in 2016, Tavárez was 
a postdoctoral fellow at the University of Chicago and held an 
Alexander von Humboldt Postdoctoral Fellowship at the Center 
for Global History of the Fieie Universität Berlin. Today, he is an 
assistant professor of history at Queens College.

ALLEN J. BARD, BS ’55, and LEONARD SUSSKIND, BS ’62, were ranked among the top influential 
scientists in their respective fields by AcademicInfluence.com. Susskind was listed as the fifth 
most influential physicist in the field. Bard was ranked the14th most influential chemist. Susskind 
is widely considered one of the fathers of string theory after precisely defining the concept in 
1995 for the first time and helping popularize it in the study of physics. A major thinker in physics 
and cosmology, Susskind is a professor of theoretical physics at Stanford University and founding 
director of the Stanford Institute of Theoretical Physics. Bard is known as the father of modern 
electrochemistry, credited with developing the scanning electrochemical microscope, co-discovering 
electrochemiluminescence, and for advancements in the study of photoelectrochemistry of 
semiconductor electrodes. Bard is the director of the Center for Electrochemistry at the University 
of Texas, Austin. 
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SAVE ON TRAVEL

At The Alumni Association 
TravelPerks Program, we pride 

ourselves on providing the best 
savings and bonuses on all cruises, 
resorts, and tour vacations. From 
individual travel and group outings 

to fundraising programs, we have the 
knowledge and industry connections 
to plan your travel at the absolute 
best price, with the best service 

possible, while also benefiting the 
alumni association.

You Save & The 
Alumni Associa-

tion Gets a 
Donation With 
Every Vacation!

YOUR BENEFITS
Guaranteed Savings
No Booking Fees
Unlimited Bonuses
No Membership,    
simply the best deals

•
•
•
•

RIVER

LAND

RESORT

541-304-2220

CRUISES

Vacation Savings for The Alumni Association of The City College of New York

www.travelperks.com/alum-ccny

Call or Visit to Save!
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40s|DAVID FINN, BS ’43, died 
on October 18, 2021 in New 

Rochelle, NY. He was 100. Finn grew up on 
Broadway and 110th Street in Manhattan, 
meeting his future business partner Bill 
Ruder at Hebrew school classes when 
they were 11. The pair entered City College 
in 1939. There Finn earned a bachelor’s 
degree in 1943 before serving in the Army 
Air Forces. Finn and Ruder founded the 
public relations agency Ruder Finn in 1948, 
landing their first big client in the rising star 

Perry Como. Within a year of signing, Como was the country’s 
most popular recording 

BERNIE LERNER, BA, died on December 11, 2021 in Chagrin Falls, 
Ohio. He was 96. Born in NYC, he served in the Army Air Corp as 
a sergeant in WWII. Upon his return, he studied engineering and 
physics at City College. Lerner was an entrepreneur, businessman 
and inventor with over 60 patents. He and his brother Hershey 
founded Automated Packaging Systems, and moved the 
company from Long Island to Ohio. The company grew globally 
with 10 factories worldwide. In 2012 they were inducted into the 
Packaging Hall of Fame. Lerner continued as CEO through his 
92nd birthday until the company was acquired by Sealed Air in 
2019. 

HOWARD SOLOMON, ’49, died on 
January 8, 2022 in Bedford Hills, N.Y. 
He was 94. A pharmaceutical executive 
who avoided antidepressants until 
his eldest son fell into a depression in 
1994 and a Danish drug helped him 
emerge in better condition. In 1998, 
Solomon began selling the drug in the 
United States under the name Celexa, 
earning his company billions. Born in 
the Bronx to a Romanian immigrant 
in 1927, Solomon served in the Army 
before graduating from CCNY with a 

bachelors in history in 1949. He went on to graduate from Yale 
Law School and specialized in corporate law, later joining the 
board of Forest Labs, the pharmaceutical company he would 
begin to run in 1977. Solomon retired in 2013 and formed a family 
investment firm with one of his sons. He is survived by his wife, 
Sarah, his sons Andrew and Daniel, and five grandchildren.

IRWIN ZAHN, BS ME ’48, died on November 16, 2021 in San 
Diego. He was 95. Zahn grew up in NYC, graduated from 
Stuyvesant HS before attending City College. He founded the 
General Staple Co., later renamed Autosplice, Inc., which became 
a global manufacturing company. He owned 20 patents in 
interconnect technology. At age 84, he started Moxie Foundation 
as a way to nurture a new generation of innovators. He was 
awarded an Honorary degree at San Diego State University 
in 2016. He is predeceased by his second wife Florence. He 
is survived by his children, Karen, Peter and Ellen, and their 
spouses, five grandchildren, a step-grandchild, and five great-
grandchildren.

50s| BARRY H. GARFINKEL, BS ’50, died on August 29, 
2021. He was 93. For 65 years, Garfinkel worked for 

the firm Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher, & Flom LLP as a top 
litigator and international arbitration expert. He joined the firm 
in 1956 as its ninth lawyer and rose to partner, overseeing major 
mergers & acquisitions litigation and the firm’s expansion to 

Europe and Asia. Today, the firm has over 
1,000 employees and is the sixth highest-
grossing law firm in the world. Garfinkel 
received his bachelors from CCNY in 1950 
before earning his law degree in 1955 from 
Yale University, where he served as the 
managing editor of the Yale Law Journal. 
He is survived by his wife Gloria and their 
sons James and Paul.

MAX S. BASS, BA CE ’50, died after a struggle with Covid-19 on 
January 25, 2021. Bass grew up in Brooklyn, and was the first in 
his family to go to college. He attended two years at Brooklyn 
College, and two years at City, and was a proud graduate of 
his alma mater. He credits his successful career to his college 
education. He was the President/CEO of M&T Chemicals Inc, the 
VP of Texasgulf Inc and Senior VP and Vice Chairman of ELF 
Aquitaine Group. He lived in Delaware, New Jersey, Connecticut, 
Florida and Paris. He is survived by his wife of 72 years, Harriet, 
daughter Susan Bass Levin, sons Michael and Fred, their spouses, 
four grandchildren and three great-grandchildren. 

The family of SOL FOX, EE ’50, with the Alumni Association of 
CCNY, has established the Sol Fox ’50 and Evelyn Fox Friedman 
’52 Engineering Award. The gift is an annual stipend of $1,000, 
for 10 years, to be awarded to a CCNY student enrolled full-time 
in the Engineering program with a 3.0 GPA or higher and has 
demonstrated need for financial aid.

The Reverend KENNETH A. AUSTENBERG, ’58, died on 
December 1, 2021 in Flanders, NJ. He was 87. Austenberg grew 
up in Brooklyn, graduating Brooklyn Tech HS before going on to 
CCNY. He attended Drew Theological Seminary in Madison, NJ. 
Upon finishing seminary training, he was appointed to his first 
church in Bayonne, NJ. He attended clinical training at Bellevue 
Hospital Medical Center and Methodist Hospital of Brooklyn, 
and a three year internship and residency in pastoral counseling 
at the American Foundation of Religion and Psychiatry in NYC, 
and was a Diplomate in the American Association of Pastoral 
Counselors. He also served parishes in West New York, Rahway 
and Springdale. Austenberg earned his pilot’s license at 51 years 
old and loved to fly. He was an avid beekeeper, and was an 
esteemed Trustee of Wildlife Preserves, Inc. He was predeceased 
by his wife of 56 years, Virginia “Nina” Austenberg. He is survived 
by sons Craig, Lance, and Leif, and daughter Anita Joy, and their 
spouses and partners, as well as five grandchildren.

BERYL A. BANKS, died on October 11, 
2021. She was 89. Born to Jamaican 
immigrants in Brooklyn, Banks 
received her bachelors and Masters 
degrees in education from CCNY 
before beginning her teaching career 
in 1954 in New York City elementary 
and middle schools. From 1970 to 
1984, she worked in Bronx schools in 
a variety of roles, including assistant 
principal. In 1986, she was appointed 
principal of CS61 Bronx, where 
she served until her retirement in 
1991. In retirement, Banks split her 
time between New York City and 
Sag Harbor, NY. She continued to 
volunteer as a mentor and teacher 
trainer for new teachers at New York 

City public schools. Ms. Banks was a member of the Council 
of Supervisors and Administers Retiree Chapter, the New York 

OBITUARIES



WINTER 2022 . ALUMNUS | 30

OBITUARIES

City Elementary School Principals Association, the New York 
Coalition of One Hundred Black Women, and the Eastville 
Community Historical Society in Sag Harbor, chairing the 
Affairs and Events Committee of the Azurest Property Owners 
Association and co-founding the Harlem in the Hamptons 
fundraiser. She is survived by her sons Lyle and Damon, and 
her grandaughters Jacqueline and Alexandra.

JOHN FRANCIS MOONEY, BS & MA 
Mathematics, died on November 
11, 2021 in Gainesville, Fla. He was 
83. John grew up in the Bronx and 
attended Fordham Preparatory HS. 
In the Bronx, he met and married 
Margaret “Peggy” Anderson, his wife 
of 60 years. To support his young 
family, Mooney worked multiple jobs 
and attended evening classes to 
earn his undergraduate and graduate 

degrees. He worked for Combustion Engineering for 26 years 
as AVP, Tele Spot for 10 years as vice president and CFO. 
A musician in his spare time, he joined and led The Villages 
Harmonica Club, performing and providing instruction. He 
is predeceased by his wife. He is survived by sons John Jr., 
Michael, Stephen, Mark and David, and their spouses, and nine 
grandchildren.

ARTHUR ZEIKEL, BA, died December 
7, 2021 in Sarasota, Fla. He was 89. 
Zeikel was raised in the Bronx, and 
attended City College before earning 
his MBA from NYU. He served in 
the U.S. Army before beginning 
a long, illustrious career on Wall 
Street. He worked at Merrill Lynch 

Asset Managememt from 1976, where he rose to chairman, 
until retirement in 1999. He was an executive vice president 
of Merrill Lynch & Co. He wrote about industry trends, and 
co-authored a textbook “Investment Analysis and Portfolio 
Management.” He became an adjunct professor of finance 
at the NYU Stern School of Business. He is survived by his 
wife of 61 years, Terrie, daughters Jill and Judith, and their 
spouses, and seven grandchildren. He is predeceased by his 
son, Jeffrey.

DR. JACK B ZIRKER, ’53 died 
suddenly Sunday, January 9, 2022, 
at the age of 94. Born in Brooklyn, 
New York, Zirker served in the US 
Army from 1945 to 1947. He then 
studied biomedical engineering 
at City College of New York and 
completed a Master of Science 
at New York University in 1953. 
A longtime researcher at the 
Sacramento Peak Observatory and 
a key figure in the formation of the 
National Solar Observatory, his broad 
scientific interests ranged from 
coronal heating, the fine structure 
and physics of prominences, solar 

flares, eclipse studies, and innovative instrumental techniques. 
His work resulted in numerous research papers and later, a 
collection of popular books on a range of scientific topics. 
Jack is survived by Frances Cleveland, his partner of 32 
years, his three children, Robin, Allie, and Pam, as well as 4 
grandchildren and 4 great-grandchildren.

60s| JOAN AUDREY (CHAYA ZELDA) BRICKER 
LARSEN, BA BIOLOGY ’60, died on December 15, 

2021 in Canton, NY. She was 82. Joan was born in the Bronx on 
Yom Kippur. She graduated from City College Phi Beta Kappa. 
She obtained her Masters in Biology from Stanford University 
in 1963, taught, and went back to school for a Master’s 
degree in Library Science from SUNY-Albany in 1977. She 
took a position as the Head of Reference and Bibliographic 
Instruction at St. Lawrence University’s Owen D. Young 
Library, a position she held until her retirement in 2011. She 
was awarded the University’s prestigious Louis and Frances 
Maslow Award in 2002 for her interest in and understanding of 
the education and welfare of the student body. She is survived 
by her husband of nearly 60 years, Ronald John Larsen, son 
Nils and his wife Stacey, and granddaughters Zoe and Ruby. 

NEVILLE PARKER, BE 
’65, died on September 
26, 2021 in Teaneck, NJ. 
He was 81. Parker left his 
home in Tobago after 
high school to attend 
CCNY night classes in 
1959, becoming one of 
the school’s few people 
of color to receive an 
engineering degree 
during this period. He 
went on to receive his 
Masters in transportation 
engineering and Ph.D. in 

systems engineering from Cornell University in 1966 and 1971, 
respectively. Parker was commissioned as a second lieutenant 
in the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers after graduating and rose 
to the rank of Captain, receiving a national Defense Service 
Medal and an Army Commendation Medal. After teaching civil 
engineering at Howard University, Parker moved to Tanzania 
on invitation from Julius Nyere, the  country’s first president. 
A Senior Fulbright Scholar at the University of Dar Es Salaam, 
Parker became the dean of the school of engineering. In 1988, 
Parker returned to CCNY to work as the associate director 
and then director of the Institute for Transportation Systems. 
Over the next 40 years, Parker taught at the Grove School 
of Engineering and led college-wide and citywide efforts to 
recruit underrepresented minorities and women into civil 
engineering and transportation studies. He is survived by 
his wife Aethnae, his children Adenike, Kawme, Ayanna, and 
Maisha, and six grandchildren.

PAT BLACK, BA ’65, MSE ’67, 
died on September 28, 2021 
in Hastings-on-Hudson, NY. 
She was 82. The longtime 
president of CCNY’s Alumni 
Association, Pat returned 
to the college after a long 
and illustrious career in the 
New York City Department 
of Education. She began her 
career teaching secretarial 
studies at Central Commercial 

High School, rising to be the school’s assistant principal. She 
then served as the principal of Jane Addams Vocational High 
School in the South Bronx before becoming the first woman 
appointed to be the Superintendent of High Schools for the 
Borough of Manhattan. Pat went on to serve as the president 
of the National Council of Administrative Women in Education. 
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As president of the CCNY Alumni Association, she 
is remembered as a fierce advocate for vocational 
education, arts in education and alternative pathways 
to learning, especially for immigrants and first 
generation students. In 2013, Pat established the 
Patricia Black Educational Leadership Scholarship 
for a graduate student enrolled in the Educational 
Leadership Program who has demonstrated leadership 
ability and community service. She is survived by her 
husband, Ronald R. Black, her daughters Kelly and 
Linda Seabrook, and her stepdaughters Arlene Black 
and Karen Mack.  

70s| GEORGE “GE” ANTHONY RODRIGUEZ, JR., 
BS Computer Science, died on November 

7, 2021 in Florida. He was 71 years old. George was a 
graduate of Bronx HS of Science before attending City 
College. He loved technology and music. He was self 
taught on the vibraphone and played professionally 
by age 18. He co-owned a salsa band that played 
contemporary Latin music, for which he played 
keyboards and sang. He is survived by his wife of 46 
years, Judith. A scholarship has been established in his 
name at CCNY. Use the link to donate: giving.ccny.cuny.
edu/page.aspx?pid=298  

00s| LORRAINE GAMBLE-LOFTON, MFA ’03, 
died on December 15, 2021 in Brooklyn, 

NY. A five-term president of the Center for Worker 
Education alumni group and scholarship committee 
member, Gamble-Lofton received her Masters of Fine 
Arts in Creative Writing at CCNY in 2003. Gamble-
Lofton worked at the New York City Department of 
Finance for more than three decades and served as a 
deacon at Brooklyn Community Church in Fort Greene. 
She is remembered by the CWE alumni community as 
inspiring, compassionate, and always willing to help. 
Her absence will be felt by many. 
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IN MEMORIAM
Chris William Anagnost ’57 EE
James Babakitis ’55 EE
Sanford T. Beldon ’54 Advertising
Lewis Brosowsky ’68 Business
Howard Raymond Brown ’54 Pre-Med
Richard Anthony Capolongo BBA
Roy Davidson
Rudolph DiGiacomo ’50
Robert H. Drobner ’46
James Fanuzzi ’58 CE
Robert Farmer ’61 Business
Albert P. Foundos ’57 CE, MBA
Jack Walter Friedstein ’52 CE
John F. Gannon ’60 MPA
Ira L. Gottlieb ’60 Econ
Irving Hird ’50 Accounting
Jack Hoffinger ’47 Econ
David Horvitz
Marvin W. Jaffe ’48 EE
William Jonas ’50
Wesley Jordan ’62 ME

Julius Kiczek ’88
Richard Michael Koehler ‘61 Physics
Marcia Horn Levin ’63 Psych
Shelia Lilly ’90 MEd
William Lippman ’47 Business
Dorothy McMorris-Jackson 
Elayne J. Miller ’53 ECE
Gus Naclerio ’55 Humanities
Francis G. Newton ’59
Allan Rechtschaffen ’49, ’51 Psych
Peter N. Renzi ’48 ME
Robert Roman ’62 Physics
Ludwig "Lu" Rudel ’52 International Relations
Leo Ruggiero ’61 EE
Alan C. Rutner ’60
Roald Schrack MA, PhD Physics
David Sherman Siegel Physics
Claude Spinosa ’63 Geology
Simon Volinsky ’53 CE
Melvin H. Winter ’52

PROFESSOR MYRIAM SARACHIK died on October 7, 2021 in New York, NY. She was 88. A 
distinguished professor of physics at CCNY for over 50 years, Sarachik was renowned for her work 
on magnetism. Born in Antwerp, Belgium, Sarachik survived the concentration camps of German-
occupied France before coming to New York by way of Cuba in 1947. Her educational pursuits 
led her from the Bronx High School of Science to Barnard College to Columbia University, where 
she received her Masters and Ph.D. in physics. Early in her career, she worked at IBM and Bell 
Laboratories, helping discover the Kondo effect, an aspect of magnetism in metals undiscovered prior 
to her experiments in 1963. A pioneering woman in the field of physics, Sarachik was not recognized 
for her work and received job offers for lower pay than offered to men. In 1964, she joined CCNY, 
where she stayed until her retirement in 2018. Sarachik has published extensively in professional 
journals on her work in superconductivity, disordered metallic alloys, metal-insulator transitions in 
doped semiconductors, hopping transport in solids, properties of strongly interacting electrons in two 
dimensions, and spin dynamics in molecular magnets. She is survived by her husband Philip Sarachik, 
her daughter Karen, her brother Henry, and three grandchildren. 

SARACHIK PROFESSORSHIP ESTABLISHED

Dr. Sarachik’s remarkable legacy at CCNY is set to continue, thanks to a $1.5 million pledge before her passing. The pledge 
establishes the Myriam Sarachik Professorship Fund for a visiting physics professor in CCNY’s Division of Science. 

The endowed visiting professorship shall remain in perpetuity, in accordance with Sarachik’s wishes. Additional estate distributions, 
along with further donations from family, colleagues, and friends are expected. 
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CCNY & WINTER WONDER 
Current events and clues found in this 
issue.

ACROSS

DOWN

2. Alumna Beatrice Radow Kivell did her part during 
WWII by negotiating ____ contracts.

4. City Tutors’ City ____ Program help graduates 
connect to industry insiders.

6. Mayor Eric Adams is the first CUNY graduate to 
become mayor since Ed ____.

8. 2021 Finley recipient and Alumna, Deborah 
Lipstadt, is a native of ____, New York.

9. Colin Powell joined ____ while he was at CCNY.

13. CCNY ____ student Refath Bari met Professor 
Michio Kaku when he was seven years old. 
 
14.  Dr. Jane Katz was greatly influenced when, as a 
child, her father nearly ____. 

17. Alumni Lawrence Tabak was named acting 
director of the National ____ of Health
. 
20. Alumna Letitia James is the ____ General of 
New York.

21. ____can dip into the teens in winter in NYC.
 
24. A box of ____ was delivered anonymously to 
the physics department.

25. Aim High for Teens is a website offering words 
of ____ to tweens, teens and adults.

26. As a student, Ed Plotkin was embarrassed in 
front of an entire crowd at Lewisohn ____while 
selling beer.

29. The Wall Street ____l ranks CCNY number one 
for Best Value among the top 250 schools. 

31. Alumni David Banks is working with the new 
____ Eric Adams as chancellor of the NYC DOE.

1. Alumna Adreina Martinez is representing the 
Dominican Republic in the Miss ____competition. 

3. Colin Powell graduated with a major in ____. 

7. New York City in ____is often snowy and icy. 

10. Hot ____ is the best way to warm up after being 
outdoors on a chilly day.

11. Chemist Allen J. Bard and 
physicist Leonard Susskind, both 
alumni, were ranked among the 
top ____scientists in their fields by 
AcademicInfluence.com.

12. Olympian ____ player Rudy 
Suwara was inducted into CCNY’s 
Athletic Hall of Fame, even though 
City College didn’t have a team 
when he was a student.
  
15. SEEK provides counseling, 
academic and ____ support to 
students who qualify.

16. CCNY is a major magnet to 
Latinx/a/o students according to 
“____ Outlook.”

18. Professor Myriam ____ was a 
Distinguished Professor of ____ at 
CCNY for 50 years.

19. Alumna Samara Brown was a 
contestant on NBC’s “The ____” 
and coached by John  ____.

23. Journalist Joel Dreyfuss ‘71 was 
one of ____ 2021 Townsend Harris 
medalists.

27. “Wild ____ Can’t Be Tamed” 
is an anthology edited by alumna 
Saraciea J. Fennell with essays by 
Latinx writers.

28. ____ ‘67 House Plan members 
are in touch and meeting up 
regularly. 

30. Beatrice Kivell was nicknamed 
as “____X” by her brother’s fellow 
soldiers. 
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