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T H E  A L U M N U S

Dear Members of our Alumni Community:

It is notable that the CUNY Chancellor has 
announced a plan to return to “mostly” in-person 
instruction and support services for Fall 2021 
(p.2). This optimistic outlook is welcome news!  
We are beginning to see the light at the end of this 
long, dark tunnel.

In this issue, we take a moment to reflect on 
where we are today—just how the pandemic has 

shaped our present and acknowledge that, despite these incredible challenges, 
the CCNY community remains strong, productive, and “essential to New York’s 
rebirth post-pandemic.” (Political Science Chair Dan DiSalvo, p.3)   

Research continues on campus in labs with protocols in place, papers continue 
to be published, scholarships and grants awarded, books published. The CCNY 
community continues to sustain its historic role as an upward-mobility machine 
and economic anchor to the community. 
 
It hasn’t been easy—as testified by the students themselves (p.4 and p.9).  And 
the teachers/professors have their difficulties as well. The School of Education 
—this year celebrating its Centennial—and our very active Education Alumni 
Affiliate Group, stewarded by Affiliate President Peter Goodman ’61, facilitated 
several community discussions on the state of education during COVID—
helping young and veteran teachers alike navigate these uncharted waters (p.2). 
 
Football great Joe Namath—2020 Finley Award recipient (p.12)—put it well: 
“We in New York have stuck  together through some very tough times. It’s a 
team effort,” he says. 

The promise of a vaccine, a new administration, infections and hospitalizations 
declining, and Spring merely weeks away—this campus is blanketed in peace, 
refreshment, hope… and a foot of snow (see cover)!  

As we begin to settle into the Spring semester, we are starting to see signs of life 
on campus. Mind you—it isn’t busy or crowded—the pandemic is not over, that 
is clear. But this winter issue is a testament to how busy, productive, engaged, 
and community-facing the CCNY “team” has been—despite the pandemic. A 
little hope and positivity is all that is needed to help us through these last few 
months. Well, that, and a vaccine! Stay safe everyone!

—David Covington

FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
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COVID TIMES AT CCNY

CITY COLLEGE IN COVID 
TIMES 2021 UPDATE

As the fall ended and winter began, 
CCNY and CUNY continued to adjust to 
education in the pandemic. In January, 
CUNY Chancellor Félix V. Matos Rodríguez 
wrote to the community suggesting a 
“safe and gradual return” to in-person 
learning in Fall 2021. He said in part:

"As you know, we will continue to operate 
in a largely virtual modality in Spring 
2021, leveraging the solid foundation we 
have built for effective online and hybrid 
teaching and the remote provision of 
student support services. But now that the 
first vaccines have been approved, and 
their distribution has begun, we are starting 
to plan for our next academic year.

Fall 2021 may seem far away but the 
scheduling of courses is beginning like it 
normally does across our campuses, so 
that administrators and department chairs 
can plan the classes that will be offered 
and so that students are able to sign up 
for them later in the Spring. With that in 
mind and after consulting with University 
stakeholders, I am pleased to announce 
that CUNY will plan for a safe and gradual 
return to mostly in-person instruction and 
support services in time for the start of 
classes in Fall 2021.
 
Even as we prepare for the resumption of 
in-person learning, we fully expect that 
our digital footprint will remain larger 
than it was pre-pandemic, particularly in 
areas where distance learning can enrich 
the traditional in-person instructional 
modality." 

WHAT MAKES GREAT EDUCATION IN 
A PANDEMIC?
During the past year, Peter Goodman and the School of 
Education Alumni Affiliate Board worked closely with 
Interim Dean Lamboy to facilitate discussions about the 
state of education. Goodman, president of the Education 
Alumni Affiliate Board, is a former high school teacher and 
union activist.

In October and December, Lamboy and Goodman 
organized Zoom calls with members of the teachers’ union 
and school principals about whether or not schools would 
open and under what conditions. Many questions and 
safety concerns were raised during meetings and CCNY 
student teachers who were now working remotely shared 
their experiences and added to the information gathering.

Questions that arose included: could student teachers be 
paid as substitute teachers because they already knew the 
children? It was hoped the dialogue would impact policy 
in district 5, which is the neighborhood school district 
surrounding City College.

Goodman noted that a Colin Powell faculty op-ed had led 
to a planned talk in late January as to the roles and value of 
City College and CUNY becoming more essential than ever. 
[See Dan DiSalvo's op-ed on next page.]

Goodman taught high school at James Madison in 
Brooklyn. Chuck Schumer was a student and Ruth Bader 
Ginsburg and Bernie Sanders are alumni. He became a 
union representative and became active in politics and 
Regents meetings in Albany.

SCHOOL OF ED IS 100!
The School of Education 
at CCNY is celebrating 
its 100th year! Visit our 
website to register for 
exciting events. 

COMING UP SOON:
3/3 The Having of 
Wonderful Ideas: A 
Conversation about Jean 
Piaget
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3/25 Educating for Democracy: Transforming Public 
Education to Ensure High Quality, Equitable Opportunities 
for All

www.ccny.cuny.edu/education/our-centennial-
celebrations-2021-2022



COVID TIMES AT CCNY

City College political science chair Daniel DiSalvo, wrote 
an op-ed in which he argued that CUNY must get its 
financial house in order if it is to sustain its historic role 
as an upward-mobility machine. The December article, 
published in "City Journal" by the Manhattan Institute, 
a think tank of which DiSalvo is a senior fellow, looked 
at the impact of the pandemic on the university and its 
students.

As the most diverse institution of higher education in the 
US, DiSalvo wrote, “CUNY is vital to New York City’s 
long-term civic and economic health. Its undergraduate 
population reflects the racial distribution of the city’s 
public high school graduates—roughly 20 percent Asian, 
26 percent black, 31 percent Hispanic, and 22 percent 
white. But those broad categories obscure the true racial, 
ethnic, and religious diversity of the student body. At 
City College, where I work, some 90 languages are 
spoken on campus.”

He pointed out that “future enrollments, so essential 
for the university’s financial stability, will hinge on how 
students are doing away from campus… A survey of 
students across six CUNY campuses conducted by City 
College psychology professor Sarah Rudenstine found 
that, as of May 2020, 11 percent reported having a 
household member diagnosed with COVID-19, 26 
percent reported losing their jobs, and 52 percent said 
that they were experiencing financial problems.” 

He suggested there is a silver lining in the university 
system’s “recent experience with online instruction to 
offer more courses online in the future, giving students 

a broader menu of options. Students will have more 
flexibility for how and when they want to take courses.”
 
DiSalvo maintained that “CUNY is essential to New 
York’s rebirth post-pandemic insofar as each campus is 
a key city institution, providing economic anchors in 
every borough. A study by the research firm EMSI on 
the impact that City College has on the local economy 
found that the college effectively pays for itself in the 
economic activity it generates.”

In January, Colin Powell School Dean Andrew Rich 
invited the college community to discuss the ideas with 
DiSalvo in a virtual talk moderated by Bobby Derival, 
Executive Director of the MPA Program at the Colin 
Powell School.

The event reiterated the points made in the 
op-ed: For CUNY students, 44 percent 
of whom are first-generation college 
students and more than half of whom 
come from households earning less 
than $30,000 a year, the university 
is an upward-mobility machine. 
According to a study by Harvard 
economist Raj Chetty, four of the 
nation’s top five colleges, as rated on a 
“mobility index,” which measures student 
movement up the income ladder 
upon college completion, 
were CUNY 
schools.

CUNY’S FUTURE IS KEY TO NEW YORK’S FUTURE

"CUNY is essential to New 
York’s rebirth post-pandemic 
insofar as each campus is a 
key city institution, providing 
economic anchors in every 
borough." 
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THE STUDENT EXPERIENCE

WHAT IT’S LIKE TO BE A CCNY STUDENT DURING A PANDEMIC

With the fall semester in full swing, we would normally 
see the City College campus teeming with activity. We 
would see clubs tabling in the NAC Rotunda every 
Thursday. People would be playing frisbee in front of 
Shepard Hall between classes. The halls would be bustling 
with students making their way to their next class.

Of course, this is far from a normal semester. In March, 
most classes were moved online and with the COVID-19 
pandemic far from over, the same is true for this semester. 
The majority of CCNY students will not set foot on 
campus this semester, having moved to synchronous or 
asynchronous online classes.

There are, however, certain classes that cannot be moved 
online. Students with labs will find themselves still coming 
to campus, as their class’s necessary materials and hands-
on nature makes them impossible to do from home.

Jose Andrew, a computer engineering major in his junior 
year, is one of these students. Andrew goes to campus 
once per week for his three-hour lab class, facing all of the 
pandemic risks we have all become so familiar with.

Andrew commutes to campus from the Bronx, taking 
both a bus and a train to get there. This has made him 
intimately familiar with the dangers of doing so during 
a pandemic. “Since my class is early at 9, I take public 
transportation during rush hour. That means that I get on 
the bus and it is packed!”

Andrew went on to say, “The train can fit a lot more 
people, but yet again, during rush hour some of the trains 
get full. You are simply standing shoulder to shoulder with 
everyone. The only difference is the majority have a mask.”

Once he gets on campus, Andrew makes it clear that the 
idyllic college picture is as far from reality as possible. “The 
campus simply looks pretty empty,” he said. “It almost 
seems like there aren’t any classes in session.”

By Nate Izzo

*Reprinted with permission from CCNY’s The Campus Magazine
*Above Graphic by Aspasia Celia Tsampas
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The next three hours of his lab class are also far from the norm. 
Instead of a room full of students led by an instructor giving 
hands-on assistance, Andrew describes the room as almost 
like walking into a hospital due to the social distancing and 
physical barriers put in place as precautions against the virus. 

In order to maintain social distancing, Andrew’s class of twenty 
is split into two separate rooms with plastic sheets dividing 
every workstation. To reach all the students in different 
rooms and through their “little tents,” the instructor gives 
instructions via Zoom.

Andrew finds that this makes the lab much more difficult. 
“It was hands-on of course, but I felt like we didn’t get the 
experience of working in groups or with partners where we 
can help each other learn... I totally understand it is to keep us 
safe, but it made me miss the past way of working.”

Even with the drastically different format, Andrew still feels 
that the in-person lab is valuable, even with the inherent 
risk of meeting during the pandemic. “We do definitely 
need hands-on experience but we lose out on teamwork and 
working more closely with the lab instructor which is all just 
as essential.”

The CCNY administration made a commitment early in the 
pandemic to increase sanitation around campus and it seems 
that they are mostly making good on that commitment. “After 
my lab, some people came in with machines to disinfect 
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ENGINEERING NEWS

REMOTE LEARNING RESEARCH

The COVID-19 pandemic has made 
home offices, virtual meetings and 
remote learning the norm, and 
much of this new normal is likely 
here to stay. But are people paying 
attention in online meetings? Are 
students paying attention in virtual 
classrooms? Postdoctoral researcher 
Jens Madsen and CCNY biomedical 
engineering professor Lucas C. Parra 
demonstrate how eye tracking can be 
used to measure the level of attention 
online using standard web cameras, 
without the need to transfer any 
data from personal computers, thus 
preserving privacy. In a paper entitled 
“Synchronized eye movements predict 
test scores in online video education,” 
published in the “Proceedings of 
the National Academy of Sciences” 
(PNAS), they show that just by looking 
at students’ eyes they can predict how 
well students will do on quizzes based 
on educational videos.

“Experienced teachers pay close 
attention to their students, adjusting 
their teaching when students seem 
lost. This dynamic interaction is 
missing in online education,” said 
Madsen. “But in our study, we 
proposed to measure attention to 
online videos remotely by tracking 
eye movements and hypothesized 

that attentive students follow videos 
similarly with their eyes.”

The CCNY team was able to show 
that inter-subject correlation of eye 
movements during educational video 
presentation is substantially higher 
for attentive students, and that 
synchronized eye movements are 
predictive of individual test scores on 
the material presented in the video.

“These findings replicate for videos 
in a variety of production styles, 
learning scenarios and for recall and 
comprehension questions alike,” noted 
Parra. “We were able to reproduce the 
results using standard web cameras 
to capture eye movements in a 
classroom setting, and with over 1,000 
participants at home, without the 
need to transmit user data.”

Their results suggest that online 
education can be made adaptive to a 
student’s level of attention in real time. 
“The internet has turned attention 
into a commodity. With video content 
increasing online, remote sensing 
of attention to video at scale may 
have applications beyond education, 
including entertainment, advertising, 
or politics. The applications are 
limitless.”

everything,” Andrew 
said, but he still has 
yet to see people 
cleaning other spots 
on campus.

While the precautions 
in place are strong, 
there is still a 
general air of worry 
around in-person 
classes and the risks 
involved. “They are 
definitely protecting 
students. But there 
will inevitably 
be an unnoticed 
case,” Andrew said. 
Whether it is on 
the commute or in 
the classroom, it is 
difficult to forget 
that there’s always a 
chance of infection.

Hopefully, we will 
reach a point where 
it is safe enough to 
return to campus and 
regain that picture of 
college sooner rather 
than later. Until then, 
people will continue 
to do in-person classes 
when it is necessary 
and learn from home 
when they can, 
taking the necessary 
precautions to be as 
safe as possible.



ENGINEERING NEWS

GROVE SCHOOL MTM PROGRAM AND 
EINSTEIN COLLEGE OF MEDICINE 
TEAM UP FOR COVID-19 BIODESIGN 
CHALLENGE

At the onset of the COVID-19 
pandemic, many students wondered 
how they could lend their expertise 
to creating solutions that were 
much needed in the healthcare 
community. Over the course of 
eight weeks, teams comprised of 
Grove School of Engineering and 
Albert Einstein College of Medicine 
students came together to learn the 

fundamentals of medical technology design, development and health 
care innovation to create new solutions to better protect health care 
workers and/or the general public from SARS-COV-2/COVID-19. 
This was the first of its kind of collaboration for both schools that 
culminated in a number of teams generating unique concepts and 
narratives around new technologies whose creations could have an 
impact on future pandemics.

Danna Cruz and Brandon May, CCNY Master’s in Translational 
Medicine (MTM) 2020 alumni, are on one such team.  May is charged 
with product development while Cruz is responsible for business 
development and engineering aspects related to developing their 
technology—concepts they both were familiar with during their time 
pursuing their degree. Cruz says, “I think that the design challenge 
was a great experience, not only in helping me apply the valuable skills 
that I learned throughout the MTM program, but also in being able 
to collaborate with professionals, med and grad students in a way that 
brings our ideas to fruition.” During the challenge, her team focused on 
decreasing hospital-acquired infections, and is developing a device that 
monitors surface cleanliness. Despite the challenge officially ending 
in the summer of 2020, her team has continued to develop and refine 
their idea. They have gone so far as to generate several iterations of 
their concept and use 3D printing technology to get a sense of how the 
device would work in a real-life setting. This opportunity also offered 
their team, compromised of medical students, engineers and graduate 
students the chance to work with healthcare professionals, attend 
virtual conferences, and communicate with individuals who could 
ultimately be responsible for buying their product. 
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CHOLERA MICROBE 
RESEARCH GIVES INSIGHT 
TO PANDEMIC STRAIN   

Bio 
Professor 
Stefan 
Pukatzki 
and his 
group, 
including 
first author 
Francis 
Santoriello, 
recently 
published 
the findings 
on the 

microbe Vibrio choleraI, that can 
cause the disease cholera, in “Nature 
Communications.” Though common 
in many aquatic ecosystems, these 
bacteria can cause deadly outbreaks 
in populations at large. The new 
paper discusses a gene cluster 
that seems to have been “locked 
into” the genome of the pandemic 
strain, and as a result may give it 
a competitive advantage over less 
robust strains. “We wanted to look 
at how a harmless environmental 
strain of V. cholerae acquires the 
unique traits needed to become the 
pandemic strain of the bacteria,” 
said Santoriello. “With this in 
mind, we located an island in the 
chromosome of the bacteria that 
only exists in the pandemic strain. 
Unexpectedly, we found a much 
larger form of the DNA island in a 
couple of strains in the environment 
that seems to be jumping from one 
strain to another.” While there is still 
no cure for cholera, this research 
“contributes to our understanding 
of how these pathogens evolve and 
become pandemic,” said Pukatzki.   

SCIENCE NEWS



SCIENCE NEWS
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HELIUM RECYCLING NOW 
POSSIBLE ON CAMPUS

An NIH grant 
to Prof. Kevin 
Gardner, 
in addition 
to multi-
institutional 
funds, has 
allowed for the 
purchase and 
installation of a 
helium recycling 
system in the 

ground floor of the Center for 
Discovery and Innovation (CDI). 
The equipment, manufactured 
by Quantum Tech. Corp, allows 
a recycle rate of more than 90% 
of liquid helium consumption. 
The investment is great for 
the environment, and it lowers 
the costs of a major research 
expense. The purchase was a joint 
project with the CUNY Advanced 
Science Research Center (ASRC). 
Installation was complicated by 
COVID-19 work restrictions and the 
range of equipment across multiple 
sites. ASRC’s Dr. Jim Aramini and 
David Salmon, and CCNY’s Dr. Hsin 
Wang and Michael Boydston-White, 
oversaw the installation, with the 
help of George Varian and other 
school personnel. 

A Beta Beta Beta (TriBeta) chapter of the National Biological Honor Society 
is opening at CCNY, according to its inaugural board, composed of Biology, 
Biomedical Sciences and Biotechnology majors. The society will focus on giving 
science major students opportunities to advance themselves in knowledge, 
research and future careers by building a supportive network of peers and 
professionals in Biology. To learn more, visit: https://www.tribeta.org

TRIBETA SOCIETY OPENS CCNY CHAPTER  

DISTINGUISHED ALUMNI SERIES 
HIGHLIGHTS EACH SCIENCE DEPT.

The Division of Science launched a series of Distinguished 
Alumni talks at the end of 2020. The series recognizes 
alumni from the five different departments of the Division 
of Science who have gone on to careers in academia, 
industry and government, and other fields, and made a 
mark for themselves. Speakers discussed their success 
stories, struggles and the inspiration they’ve garnered 
from being a part of the CCNY community. 

The inaugural talk was given by Dr. Arden Warner BS 
‘89, founding partner of Natural Science, LLC.  and an 
accelerator physicist at Fermi National Accelerator 
Lab. Dr. Warner’s talk was about crude oil spills and the 
revolutionary engineering remediation process that uses 
electromagnetic technology. The same forces that prevent 
oil and water from mixing are leveraged to separate 
them in an environmentally safe and efficient way. He 
explained the motivation for and the development of the 
technology. 

 
The second talk was given by Dr. 
David Rind ‘69 in Feb. 2021. For 
decades, Dr. Rind has been a leader in 
climate model development at NASA’s 
Goddard Institute for Space Studies 
and taught at Columbia’s Dept. of 
Earth and Environmental Sciences. 
His talk was titled “A Career in 

Climate Modeling/Climate Change Research.” He offered 
a personal view of how best to prepare for such a career, 
as well as offering a definition of climate models and the 
problems associated with them. In particular, he discussed 
the need for a cross-disciplinary approach that is often 
lacking in the current academic structures. 



WINTER 2021 . ALUMNUS | 8

Alumni Exhibit Focus 
Alum Dominique Denis, BArch 
’02, curated “The Porch is the 
Tree is the Watering Hole,” a 
dynamic exploration of space and 
community within the African 
diaspora through the lens of 
art, architecture, photography 

and poetry. The exhibit at the African-American 
Research Library and Cultural Center, Broward 
County, FL is on view through May 2021. Space is 
limited and must be booked in advance through 
Eventbrite: www.artscalendar.com/sistrunk

ARCHITECTURE NEWS

ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR BRADLEY 
HORN HAS BEEN APPOINTED 
INTERIM DEAN OF THE SPITZER 
SCHOOL OF ARCHITECTURE

Bradley Horn is a practicing architect and 
partner at Berman Horn Studio and a dedicated 
teacher who came to CCNY in 2000 to teach in 
the undergraduate architecture program. Over 
the past two decades, he worked closely with 
the school and college administration, faculty, 
and staff to transform the undergraduate 
admissions process and to launch initiatives for 
encouraging design excellence and promoting 
the unique work of Spitzer students. In 
2008, Horn became director of the graduate 
programs in architecture, establishing master’s-
level architectural study as a vital component of 
the school and college.

In a statement to the school community, Horn 
expressed gratitude to Dean Lesley Lokko for 
all that she accomplished at the school in such 
a short time period and for her leadership 
through the COVID-19 crisis. He expressed an 
intention to advocate for students and faculty 
from each and every program and identified 
several priorities for the months ahead: 
continuing to support students impacted by 
the COVID-19 crisis while planning to resume 
in-person operations when feasible; identifying 
ways to make the academic environment even 
more inclusive and equitable; and encouraging 
new initiatives that push the boundaries of 
design thinking and research.

The college will be assembling a search 
committee as soon as possible and launching a 
search for a permanent dean for Spitzer.

OTHER ARCHITECTURE NEWS

The 5th Annual Spitzer School Career Fair takes 
place on Thurs., Feb. 25, 2021 remotely. Register 
your architecture and related firm to network, 
explore and share opportunities for summer 
internships, full-time positions and more! To 
participate or for more information email 
ccny.archalumni@gmail.com.  

Calls for entries to the Alumni Logo Design 
Competition ended Jan. 30, 2021. Be sure to 
stay tuned for the winner! 

There are many ways to give back, including 
volunteering for the Alumni Study Group for 
the Architecture Registration Exam (ARE). 
Help keep the group active and focused. 
Contact ccny.archalumni@gmail.com for 
more information or use the link to sign up: 
airtable.com/shrT1LU56ZzEB8wWm

LOGO DESIGN COMPETITION
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CUNY SCHOOL OF MEDICINE NEWS

On January 8, the CUNY School of Medicine (CSOM) 
graduated its 42nd class of Physicians Assistants and its third 
class of master’s degree recipients.

At the Zoom ceremony, President Vince Boudreau said that “we 
see the disparities in people’s needs” and have the opportunity 
“to deliver not just health care but health justice. We know the 

pandemic does not bear down with equal weight in all communities.” He pointed 
out that CCNY's entire approach to medical education is focused on “providing 
primary health care to underserved areas.” 

Dr. Erica Friedman, CSOM interim dean, called the class of 2021 ceremony 
“something to celebrate, a remarkable achievement, and the hope for a better, more 
just future.” She said that “dedication, perseverance, and grit” are crucial qualities 
for the graduates.

CSOM PHYSICIAN ASSISTANT PROGRAM GRADUATION

The graduates took their Oath of Professional Practice to the 
physician assistant profession and the provision of high-quality 
health care services. Awards were given for special recognition 
including to sisters Lisa (photo, top) and Lucy Lopez who received 
the Scientific and Research Award.

The Harlem Hospital Physician Assistant Program was founded 
in 1970 as a joint project of the Harlem Hospital Center and the 
Columbia University School of Public Health. The Program is one 
of the oldest in the country, founded only five years after the birth 
of the profession. The Program was developed to train individuals 

with prior health care experience to practice primary care in communities of 
greatest need. The first class was admitted in 1971, graduating in 1973.

In 1972, the Program developed an academic affiliation with Antioch College 
which continued until the New School for Social Research assumed responsibility 
from 1974-1978. In 1978, the Program partnered with the Sophie Davis School 
of Biomedical Education of the City College of New York and now is The CUNY 
School of Medicine Physician Assistant Program.

It had been two weeks since I 
met him.

It seems as though at any 
moment

He will be gone forever

But to a better place.

Every morning I come see him

To I hold his hand.

An action so as to remove the 
pain

From him and into me.

We have made it our ritual.

We do not speak nor even look

We simply close our eyes and 
hold hands.

I always feared what happen this 
morning.

We conducted our ritual, just as 
always

But this time he gave me not just 
his pain

But himself.

I realized when I began to let go, 
but he did not.

I cried although I shouldn’t have

But we had formed a bond from 
our simple ritual.

I called for the nurse and left the 
room.

I wiped my tears with the hand 
which held his

The tears absorb into my skin.

Now I know that he will always 
be with me

All because of that one little 
ritual.

The Human Touch
By Rooshi Parikh, U2
A poem about the challenges of clinical 
care by Sophie Davis Biomedical 
Program undergrad Rooshi Parikh.

Keynote speaker Robin Hunter-Buskey, a senior physician 
assistant at the Federal Bureau of Prisons’ Medical Center, 
stressed that as one person you can make a difference that 
will change a life for the better. Team-based care is more 
important than ever in medicine, calling for a full court 
press approach. She noted that the 50-year story of the PA 
profession is still being written. Hunter-Buskey holds the rank 
of Captain in the United States Public Health Service, and 
was deployed to Liberia to work in the US Public Health’s 
Monrovia Medical Unit/Ebola Treatment Unit in 2015. 

Capt. Hunter-Buskey 
during her deployment 
to the USPHS MMU/ETU
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CWE NEWS

OPTIMISTIC MESSAGE TO THE 
COMMUNITY

In January, Dean Juan Carlos Mercado, 
Division of Interdisciplinary Studies 
at the Center for Worker Education, 
reached out with an update and 
optimistic message to the community. 
He said, in part: “Even though the 
pandemic continues to create 
devastation in our country and around 
the world, we are hopeful because 
our democracy is strong and a new 
administration took over imposing 

a sense of normalcy and transparency, and hope in the 
air. As I said before, the last 12 months have been an 
extraordinary time that we’ve had to confront on many 
levels. It’s been difficult for so many of us and calamitous 
for those of you who have lost a friend and/or a loved one. 
And we all know someone who has lost a job. All of this 
has stretched us to our limits, but we have been able to 
bring out the best in us to deal with these situations.

Here are some facts that show how well we have done 
during this tough time:

We have been able to keep a healthy enrollment; we’ve 
maintained programs and even created new ones: 
accelerated programs, a new in-house podcast with 
amazing conversations and interviews, the Human Rights 
Forum, and the 2nd International Conference on Human 
Rights, lectures, international academic conferences, 
the International Film Festival which is still growing, the 
International Poetry Festival, and the list goes on.

We are already working on planning academic activities 
for this year. I would like to emphasize an extraordinary 
seminar we’ll have on ‘Global Narratives of Crime, War 
and Justice,’ by Luis Moreno Ocampo, Founding Chief 
Prosecutor of the International Criminal Court, planned 
for May 2021. Moreno Ocampo, in conjunction with us, is 
providing 30 scholarships for CCNY students. Moreover, 
we are adding a new event in our Division, Black Lives 
Matter, demonstrating our commitment to this extremely 
important subject matter.”

HUMAN RIGHTS IMPACTS 
OF COVID 19 FORUM

On October 15th, 2020 the Division of 
Interdisciplinary Studies held a virtual 
conversation on one of the most critical 
issues of our time. Lou Charbonneau, 
United Nations director at Human Rights 
Watch; Rajan Menon, Anne and Bernard 
Spitzer Chair in International Relations 
at the Colin Powell School; and Linda 
Villarosa, CCNY journalism and Black 
Studies professor, led a discussion on 
the Human Rights Impacts of COVID-19. 
The forum aims to develop a critical 
perspective on human rights and to 
explore how to work towards justice 
for victims and bear witness to human 
rights violations.

Human Rights: A Multiyear Forum 
at the City College is a series of 
lectures, conversations, film showings, 
exhibitions, and courses bringing 
together faculty, students, and staff 
at CCNY and the New York City 
community to examine human rights 
through multiple lenses. Individual 
events focus on the history of human 
rights, questions of humanitarian 
intervention, and particular cases of 
violations abroad and at home. 

As the first public, urban institution of 
higher education in the US, City College 
is committed to fostering dialogue 
on major issues that affect both the 
campus and the larger community. The 
forum draws on CCNY faculty as well as 
prominent scholars and human rights 
practitioners from around the world. 
It is sponsored by the Office of the 
President, the Colin Powell School for 
Civic and Global Leadership, and the 
Division of Interdisciplinary Studies at 
the Center for Worker Education.

New Board leadership: Fola Fadahunsi ’18 
is new chair of Executive Board for the 
CWE alumni affiliate group.



A NEW ADMINISTRATION, WITH CITY COLLEGE TIES

AVRIL HAINES HEADS 
NATIONAL INTELLIGENCE

With the new 
presidential 
administration in 
January came six 
degrees of separation 
for the City College 
community.

Cabinet Intelligence 
Appointee Avril 
Haines is a true 

daughter of CCNY. Her father is Tom Haines 
a biochemist and professor emeritus at City 
College, who helped found the CUNY School 
of Medicine, where he served as the chair of the 
biochemistry department.

During the Obama administration, Avril 
Haines served as Assistant to the President and 
Principal Deputy National Security Advisor. 
She also served as the Deputy Director of the 
Central Intelligence Agency and Legal Adviser 
to the National Security Council.

Haines received her bachelor’s degree in physics 
from the University of Chicago and a law degree 
from Georgetown University Law Center. She 
serves on a number of boards and advisory 
groups, including the Nuclear Threat Initiative’s 
Bio Advisory Group, the Board of Trustees for 
the Vodafone Foundation, and the Refugees 
International Advisory Council.

The Senate voted to confirm Avril Haines 
on Inauguration Day as director of national 
intelligence, making her President Biden's 
first Cabinet-level official to receive Senate 
confirmation. The vote was 84-10.

In 2013, President Barack Obama named her 
deputy CIA director, the first woman to hold the 
job. She is now the first woman to hold the top 
job in U.S. intelligence.

TROY BLACKWELL, JR. RUNS FOR 
OFFICE

City College graduate Troy Blackwell, Jr., 2017 BA, is 
running for New York’s City Council. Last year he worked 
as the trip/surrogates director for the Biden-Harris 
presidential campaign, producing over 130 events for the 
now President and Vice President.

Previously, Blackwell worked in the Obama White House 
and for both Kamala Harris’ and Tom Steyer’s Democratic 
primary campaigns. Last year, Blackwell was listed on 
Crain’s New York Business 2020 list of Notable LGBTQ 
Leaders and Executives.

On his City Council campaign website, Blackwell 
reveals that he was born prematurely and with physical 
issues. Struggling to support the family, his father 
ultimately became involved in the criminal justice system. 
Blackwell and his sister were raised by their single mother 
in the Bronx.

Finding solace in school, Blackwell’s education became 
his passport out of poverty, eventually becoming the first 
in his immediate family to graduate from college. While 
at City College, he served in the Service Corps working 
on participatory budgeting for the NYC Council; received 
the Gilman International Scholarship; and landed a high-
profile internship in the Obama White House. 

Committed to service, Blackwell is on the education 
committee for the National Puerto Rican Day Parade 
where 100 scholarships are rewarded to deserving 
students, including many from the Bronx. 
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JOHN H. FINLEY AWARDS:

The John H. Finley Award was presented 
posthumously to journalists Jimmy Breslin and 
Pete Hamill by Albert De Leon (’72). Hamill’s widow 
Fukiko Aoki accepted the award on his behalf. 
Jonathan Alter, director and producer of HBO’s 
2019 documentary “Breslin and Hamill: Deadline 
Artists,” spoke of the power of the two writers. 

A third Finley honor 
was awarded to famed 
quarterback Joe Namath 
by Gerald Eskenazi (’59, 
Townsend Harris Medalist ’13) 
“Broadway Joe” expressed 
his love for New York and its 
diversity. 

“We in New York have stuck together through 
some tough times, some very tough times over 
the years,” said Namath. He acknowledged that 
life, not just football, is a “team effort. We can 
overcome things! Let’s listen to the doctors.”    

On November 5, 2020, the Alumni Association 
proudly held its 140th annual gala in a first 
ever virtual format. The event, a necessary 
compromise due to the pandemic, was 
nevertheless a great success.

Shawn Chin-Chance ’05, secretary of the 
Alumni Association, and president of Political 
Science Affiliate, looking very dapper in a 
tuxedo, hosted the Gala, declaring “We are 
stronger together!” He led a tour of historic 
Shepard Hall for those who gathered by Zoom 
to celebrate their alma mater. 

Gary Calnek ’67, Alumni Association president, 
took the stage beneath the Great Hall’s mural, 
“The Graduate.” He called out the year’s 
challenges, ranging from the pandemic, social 
unrest, fires and particularly the “stain” on the 
nation of the immigrant children separated 
from their parents. He encouraged everyone to 
“stay the course” during this current spike in 
COVID-19. 

Clad in black tie, CCNY president Vince 
Boudreau greeted guests at home, standing 
before the statue of George Washington. He 
spoke of the early months of the pandemic 
when the school had to pivot to online teaching 
overnight. He praised the school community 
for rising to the occasion, making its resources 
publicly available in the fight against the 
pandemic, and supporting students in their 
struggles. “We will get through this,” he said, 
touching the nose of the Lincoln bust for luck. 

Entertainment throughout the 
evening included a poignant musical 
presentation by Roy Eaton ’50, 
classical pianist, who played “Solace” 
by Scott Joplin. Stephanie Berry ’76, 
contributed a powerful spoken word 
performance of “A Letter to Harlem” 

by Sekou Sundiata ’72. Finally the event ended with 
guests treated to the jazzy strains of the Berta Moreno 
Trio ’16 which included Yuko Togami ’17, and Maksims 
Perepelica.

Gala140TH ANNUAL ALUMNI
V I R T U A L                E D I T I O N
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THE 140TH ANNUAL ALUMNI GALA

The Gala and its virtual program are available to view online: https://one.bidpal.net/ccnyalumni140th/welcome

Filmmaker Radha Blank ’97, thanked 
her family, the filmmaking community 
and the selection committee—as well 
as CCNY Prof. Jerry Carlson, who 
taught one of her first filmmaking 
classes, for being an inspiration and 
still pushing storytellers to explore. 

She dedicated the award to her mom, a cinefile, and 
all future filmmakers, “especially filmmakers of color 
to show the world who we are! Let’s keep telling 
stories!” 

Financier Robert A. Friedman ’62, 
said that the award really honored his 
father, a Polish immigrant, who walked 
across the Czech Republic to escape 
the Cossack hordes and pogroms. 
His father arrived in the US, poor and 
speaking no English, but managed to 

find his way to Stuyvesant High School, and later 
City College. For Friedman, at age 15, he entered 
CCNY and there was no other choice as far as he 
was concerned.    

Jamaican-born Dr. Jay-Sheree Allen 
’11, thanked Elaine and Ellen Golding 
who nominated her for the award. 
She called CCNY “a blessing,” and 
thanked the CPS Fellowship Program, 
the Psychology Dept., and Belinda 
Smith in the pre-Med Program who 

encouraged her to apply to Med School despite 
the odds not being in her favor. “We will continue 
striving for better days!” 

Charles C. Copeland ’68, an engineer, 
was the first person in his family to go 
to college. He thanked his professors 
who helped him adopt a long-term 
view to energy conservation. “CCNY 
opened a world for me, and gave me 
the skills!” 

Russian-emigre Lev Sviridov ’05, a 
Rhodes Scholar at Oxford, thanked the 
Association and said he is proud to 
carry forward the legacy established 
at CCNY. “I hope to see everyone at the 
Great Hall next year!” 

Real estate developer Jeffrey E. 
Levine ’75, was the first in his family 
to attend college. After graduation, he 
was able to very comfortably provide 
for his family. None of it would have 
been possible without the “high-
quality education” he received at 
CCNY.

WWII veteran and lawyer Herbert 
Rubin ’38, aged 102, thanked the 
CCNY community. “My glass is always 
at least half-full.” He offered a 102-year 
perspective on society’s progress and 
promise. He was at City College during 
the Depression, and his character and 
career were forged in powerful ways 
by the intellectual foment of 1934-38. 

He spoke of the intense changes from WWII to the 
Brown vs. Board of Education court case, and the 
power of people to use their voices to fight against 
discrimination. He’s spent his life promoting equity 
in the judiciary, and hopes that he’s had a positive 
impact. He assured us that there has been relentless 
progress, and that CCNY has been part of it.

TOWNSEND HARRIS RECIPIENTS REFLECT ON HONOR

140
ANNUAL ALUMNI GALA

V I R T U A L  E D I T I O N

TH



Wittes ’66-Arriving on the City College campus in the fall 
of 1962, a group of freshmen “kids from the Bronx” who 
had attended Columbus, Taft, and Science High Schools, 
heard of something called “House Plans” and wanted to 
know more. 

Conceived by the College Alumni Association and 
administration in the 1950s, House Plans helped to bring 
students together and offered a sense of belonging. They 
commuted by train or bus, came from poor backgrounds, 
and were not active in campus organizations such as 
fraternities or sororities. Instead, they embraced the House 
Plan idea, forging bonds that have lasted a lifetime! It put 
students together as freshmen in the hope that they would 
most likely graduate together.

The “kids from the Bronx” hailed from Jerome Avenue, 
Grand Concourse, and Allerton Avenue—approximately 30 
young men, most of whom probably couldn’t afford even 
a state university. For the majority, CCNY was our only 
hope, recalls former high school educator and NYS history 
consultant Mike Colucci. “We first met in Finley Center 
not really knowing anyone in the group. The House Plan 
concept was new to us—indeed, what a unique concept 
CCNY had created.
 
Originally, we were Park ’66 but soon after we joined 
the Wittes ‘Dynasty’ (which consisted of 1 male and 1 
female house from each year.),” Colucci notes. “To this 
day the vast majority stay in active communication with 
one another. There is an annual newsletter, periodic email 
bulletin updates, the revitalized Wittes ’66 Scholarship Gift 
Fund, and even reunions.” 

Among the members along with Colucci were Ira 
Nuremberg, a retired architect, Mark Stoler, retired 
History Professor, University of Vermont, and Allen 
Taylor, a biochemist and founder of the Step Program. 
Finding what Stoler remembers as a “dilapidated 
downtown loft” for rent at West 27th Street and Seventh 
Avenue in early 1963, the members of Wittes ’66 began to 
create a fraternity-like setting. These humble surroundings 
were transformed into a hub for regular occurrences, such 
as house meetings and Friday night social gatherings, 
many of which were co-educational. 

Wittes ’66 was very active involved in intramural sports 
such as touch football games, House Plan against House 
Plan. Most popular were the Thursday afternoons when 
classes on campus were closed. Colucci recalls playing 
Varsity Lacrosse for the college at the historic and beautiful 
Lewisohn Stadium where the NAC now stands. But as time 
passed, the turbulent sixties led to many changes and the 
House Plans concept waned. They ended for good in 1971, 
a victim of what Stoler sees as “changing student attitudes 
and norms of behavior as well as severe budget cuts at 
CCNY, especially for Student Life.”  

But the spirit of the enterprise lives on, particularly in 
Wittes ’66. Alumni, many of whom remain friends, held 
25- , 40- and 50-year reunions. “Thanks to Charlie Ritter 
and Ray Turkin who organized the first reunions and 
newsletters; they were instrumental in keeping the group 
alive,” said Colucci  “Their dedication and hard work were 
key to starting the Wittes ’66 Scholarship Fund—the first 
few dollars was money left over from the 40th reunion—
as well as the annual newsletter.” Recently, Colucci took 

HOUSE PLAN REMEMBRANCES 2.0

As an essentially commuter campus filled with 
“subway students,” the Administration felt it was 
important to bring students together to experience 
what college students at other campuses took for 
granted - a sense of belonging. Several buildings 
were designated for House Plans. They included 
Shepard House at 292 Convent Ave., its adjacent 
neighbor Lewisohn House at 294 Convent Ave., 
and Lamport House at 25 E. 22nd Street, which 
was allocated for the School of Business & Civic 
Administration. In 1955, House Plan moved into 
Finley Student Center and was transformed into 
the Department of Student Life. 
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Harris ’62-It was September 1958. The 
Yankees won their 24th pennant. The 
Supreme Court ordered the all-white 
high school in Little Rock, Arkansas be 
integrated. Andrea Bocelli was born. 
And a group of freshmen at CCNY, 
mainly from the Bronx, was assigned 
to a House Plan meeting room in 
Finley Student Center. That was the 
start of Harris ’62. 

Fast forward to a Zoom meeting in 
May 2020, when 18 of the 27 surviving 
members (there were 33 when we 
graduated) shared stories about our 
experiences during the COVID-19 
Pandemic. The House Plan Association 
might not exist anymore, but Harris 
’62 is still going strong! It might sound 
surprising that we would reconnect 
with each other 62 years after that 
first meeting, but actually many of us 
have been in touch over the years. 

In preparation of our 40th Anniversary 
Reunion in 2002, we did a great deal 
of investigative digging, and found 
many of the others. In addition to 
attending CCNY events, Harris ’62 
members, and their spouses, gathered 
for our own special reunion over that 
weekend. It was such a success that 
we met in 2012 for our 50th, in 2017 
for our 55th, and hope to meet for our 
60th reunion in 2022!

Of course, the group has gotten 
smaller over the years, but our bond is 

still strong. Some of us met our wives 
at City, and our spouses have been 
enthusiastic reunion participants. Our 
memories of House Plan camaraderie, 
and the wonderful free college 
education we enjoyed, are still vivid.

The free tuition was a key motivator 
for our group to start the Harris ’62 
Scholarship Fund in 2003, with help 
from The City College Fund. Because 
tuition is no longer free, our goal is to 
extend our good fortune to current 
students who, just as we did, strive 
to better themselves through a City 
College education.  

To date, we’ve raised about 
$100,000 and awarded 27 half-year 
scholarships. The awardees have been 
amazingly deserving and articulate 
about the use of their scholarship 
money and their plans for the future. 
We even had the privilege of meeting 
a number of the awardees in 2012 and 
2017 at our reunions. These occasions 
were especially meaningful.

Little did we know that our group of 
teenage boys, some as young as 16, 
would grow from our carefree City 
College days into a worldwide band of 
brothers with members across the US, 
in Canada, and in Israel, who share, 
not only wonderful memories, but also 
an enthusiasm for paying forward the 
benefits we reaped from our rigorous 
free education.

STILL STRONG AND PAYING IT FORWARD!
By Michael Shapiro, Harris ‘62, and Sara Ress Shapiro, Sis Wiley ’64

Harris ’62 members as shown in 1962 “Microcosm”, the CCNY Yearbook
Harris ’62 meeting in 2002 for our 40th reunion

HOUSE PLAN MEMORIES 2.0

over coordinating both 
the Scholarship Fund 
and the newsletter 
which gives alumni a 
way to reminiscence 
and reconnect with one 
another. 

The Wittes ’66 
Scholarship Fund  is an 
endowed fund, rotated 
across all eight City 
College divisions and 
schools, is awarded 
annually to a Bronx 
native with a minimum 
GPA of 3.5 in a selected 
major and an overall 
major of 3.0. “The most 
recent recipient of the 
scholarship is Salamatu 
Azumah, a biology major 
and aspiring doctor with 
a current 3.6 GPA,” 
said Vice President for 
Institutional Advancement 
& Communications Dee 
Dee Mozeleski, who is 
also the executive director 
of The Foundation for 
City College Inc. 

“House Plan Associations 
might not exist anymore, 
but Wittes ’66 is alive 
and well,” said Colucci. 
“Maybe one day the 
House Plan concept will 
come back. It served a 
great purpose. It was our 
home away from home.”

Written by by Mike 
Colucci '66 and Syd 
Steinhardt
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 PROGRAM SPOTLIGHTS

If you’re already retired or planning for it, you might be interested in joining 
Quest, a lifelong peer-learning program at CCNY’s downtown location at 
Bowling Green. Right now, like everyone else, we’re Zooming to stay connected. 
At Quest, several days a week, a dedicated group of volunteers brings a wide 
selection of webinars, discussions and other events to our members. This spring, 
we will offer online classes, Monday to Thursday, morning and afternoon. 
When we return physically, we’ll resume our ethnic dining, museum-hopping, 
and other cultural events all around NYC. 

You’ve probably spent a lifetime giving to your family and your community. 
Now, perhaps, it’s time to think of yourself, too. Keeping our minds stimulated 
and our social relationships vibrant are critical parts of healthy, successful aging. 
And in this time of the pandemic, what better way to stimulate those brain cells 
and make new friends?

Quest offers a warm, relaxed environment in which to explore new interests 
and deepen already existing ones. You’ll have the opportunity to participate in 
thoughtful discussions, many of which address current issues from the latest 
social media tool to global challenges and mishaps. From movies to novels to 
history to science and theater, we design our peer-led courses to fit members’ 
interests and tap into their knowledge base. For example, in the spring semester 
we offer Foreign Affairs, Reading Black Lives, Contemporary Poetry and 
Women’s Voices, among many other classes. The lives and work of Nelson 
Mandela, Rachel Maddow, Akira Kurosawa, Mrinalini Mukherjee, Marge 
Piercy, Alfonso Cuaron, and Adrienne Rich have recently been featured. 

Pereta Rodriguez and Diane Crothers are alumnae of CCNY. Rodriguez has 
focused on connecting to the Center for Workers Education, an undergraduate 
program of The City College of New York, and Crothers completed the MFA 
in Creative Writing after retiring from city government. Many other Quest 
members are alumni of CCNY, both undergraduate and graduate. If you’d like 
to sample the courses online, Quest is offering a free 2-week trial.  Call for an 
appointment at (212) 925-6625 ext. 229.

 TO LEARN MORE, VISIT: WWW.QUESTCONTINUINGEDNYC.ORG

QUEST, A PEER-LEARNING PROGRAM

Warm Greetings to the 1970s Graduates of CCNY,

POETRY FESTIVAL 
PREVAILS VIRTUALLY

In her introduction to the 48th 
Annual Poetry Festival Anthology 
last spring, Professor Pamela Laskin, 
paraphrasing TS Eliot, wrote: “the 
48th annual NYC Poetry Festival 
came and went with a whimper—
COVID-19, a virus, took over 
New York City and the world, with 
sometimes deadly consequences. 
New York City public school 

students went home, turned on their computers and 
proceeded to meet their teachers on the screen. The City 
College closed its doors on the academic calendar, and all 
celebrations ceased to exist—except online.”

Fortunately, the 49th Annual Spring Poetry Festival will 
take place via Zoom on May 8, 2021. 

“Words are clamoring to get out, which is exactly what 
they do; they want to be unsheltered,” wrote Laskin last 
spring. “Seventh grader Tessa Kolovarsky from East Side 
Middle School had her poem for essential workers featured 
on NBC Nightly News. Mentor Megan Skelly, an MFA 
student, worked with the young people on Zoom. Tessa 
wrote a slam piece, thanking everyone, asking the people 
of New York to slam their hands together for the heroes 
of New York, for the 7 PM workers, ‘slam your hands for 
the educator, the baker, the caretaker, the pharmacist, the 
doctors, the nurses….’ The list is endless. Even with the 
relentless horror, so many good people rose to help comfort 
their fellow New Yorkers.”

Read the 2020 anthology of poetry 
by students, mentors, faculty and 
guests of the CCNY Poetry Festival: 
Poetry in Performance 48.
https://ccnypoetryoutreach.wixsite.
com/pip48

Since 1972 and known as New York City's "Woodstock of 
the Spoken Word," the Spring Poetry Festival brings to the 
stage New York City public school students, college students, 
CCNY faculty and alumni, and guest artists of every poetic 
stripe, all reading their own work.

Guidelines, prizes and entry information is on the 
Poetry Outreach Center website https://www.ccny.cuny.
edu/poetry/festival. The deadline for entries is March 3, 
2021. Contact Pamela Laskin (212) 650-6356 or email 
ccnypoetryoutreachcenter@gmail.com.



CALL FOR NOMINATIONS

The Alumni Association of The City College of New York is seeking 

nominations for this year’s Townsend Harris Medal, named after the 

founder of The City College of New York.

 
Established in 1933 by a gift from the Class of 1906, Townsend Harris 

Medals are awarded each year at the Alumni Association’s Annual Gala 

Dinner to not more than seven alumni for outstanding postgraduate 

achievement in their chosen fields. Candidates are selected, from nominations, by a 

special committee comprised of former recipients of the medal and subject to final 

approval by the Alumni Association Board of Directors.

 
To nominate someone for this award, please submit a cover letter and pertinent 

information (no more than 5 pages in total) for each nominee to David Covington, 

Executive Director, at dcovington@ccnyalumni.org. SUBJECT: Townsend Harris 

Nomination. OR to submit via postal service, mail to: Alumni Association of CCNY, Attn: 

Townsend Harris Medal Committee, PO Box 177, New York, NY 10027. ALL NOMINATIONS 

MUST BE RECEIVED NO LATER THAN FRIDAY, MARCH 5, 2021.

 
Names of nominees submitted within the past five years are automatically reviewed by 

the Townsend Harris Medal Committee. Sponsors of these nominees are requested to 

send to the Alumni Association Office any new data concerning them not included in 

the original resume. 

2021 Townsend Harris Medal

The Alumni Service Awards Committee will consider recommendations for new award 

winners, to be awarded at the Alumni Association's Annual Meeting (in June). To 

nominate someone for this award, please submit a letter of recommendation for your 

nominee(s) to to David Covington, Executive Director, at dcovington@ccnyalumni.org. 

SUBJECT: Alumni Service Award Nomination. OR to submit via postal service, mail to: 

Alumni Association of CCNY, Attn: Alumni Service Award Committee, PO Box 177, New 

York, NY 10027. ALL NOMINATIONS MUST BE RECEIVED NO LATER THAN FRIDAY, 

MARCH 5, 2021. EMAIL SUBMISSIONS PREFERRED.

 
Please include all pertinent information on your nominee, including evidence/stories of 

his/her/their service to the College and/or the Alumni Association. Nominees should 

be members in good standing who have provided service to the College and/or the 

Association above and beyond the call of duty.

 
Names of nominees submitted within the past three years are automatically reviewed by 

the Alumni Service Committee. Visit: www.ccnyalumni.org/about/alumniservice 

2021 Alumni Service Awards
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CLASS NOTES

Farah Ahmad, B.Arch ’12, Architect, Sustainable Design NYC 
School Construction Authority. Farah Naz Ahmad is an Eco-
Architect specializing in energy efficiency and green building 
standards, and holds a passion for the advancement of the 
green building industry. Her public sector experience in city 
government agencies has spanned across sustainable design, 
green building policy education, building energy codes, 
environmental journalism, and the greening of public schools. 
She continues to raise awareness on the climate crisis and 
address interdisciplinary action and solutions and curates a 
resource hub at: www.farahnazahmad.com, as well as: www.
instagram.com/renewablefarah.

Gary Almeraris, received the Outstanding Individual Award 
from the Underground Construction Association for his 
significant contributions to the field of tunneling and 
underground construction. Almeraris is a 40-year veteran of 
the underground construction industry with management 
experience on large projects, including transit, water supply, 
water power, combined sewer overflow, and highways. Some of 
his more notable projects include the Second Avenue Subway, 
the Fulton St./World Trade Center transit hubs, and the Big Dig 
in Boston. 

Jennifer Baker, BA ’03, received a two-book deal from G.P. 
Putnam’s Sons at Penguin Publishing. Her debut novel, an 
exploration of the juvenile justice system, is set in an alternate 
version of Queens, N.Y., where the fate of juvenile offenders 
is left in the hands of their victims. After 15-year-old Violetta 
gets behind the wheel of a car drunk, she accidentally kills her 
younger sister. Unable to forgive her, Violetta's family sends 
her to the Trials, where she will have to withstand tests of 
humility and endurance that push her to the edge physically, 
emotionally, and psychologically to prove her remorse. 
Publication is set for Summer 2022. 

Bert E. Brodsky, BA ’64, is Founder and Chairman of BEB

Capital.  A leading entrepreneur and active philanthropist, 
Brodsky was recently honored with the Trustee of the Year 
award from LeadingAge New York, a statewide association 
representing the entire continuum of not-for-profit, mission 
driven, and public continuing care organizations.

Stephanie Burgos-Veras, BA ’16, was selected to serve on 
incoming-Queens Borough President Donovan Richard’s 
transportation committee during his transition. An organizing 
manager for the Riders Alliance, Burgos is one of New York 
City’s foremost transportation policy experts, a passion she 
traces back to her time as a Colin Powell Fellow at CCNY. 

Frank Cohn, received the 
Order of the Marechaussee 
by the Military Police 
Regimental Association 
for his service as a military 
police officer. The award is 
one of the top honors for 
military police.  A retired 
Army Colonel, Cohn was born 
and raised in Nazi Germany, 

escaping in 1938 to New York only to be drafted and sent to 
the front where he would interrogate Nazis arrested for war 
crimes. After coming home and attending CCNY, Cohn rejoined 
the Army as a military police officer and served in Korea and 
Vietnam before retiring in 1978. 

Two Publishing Certificate Program graduates, Saraciea 
Fennell, BA ’12 and Yona Deshommes, BS ’03/MFA ’08, are 
returning to CCNY to teach in the program. Both have years 
of experience in publishing. Fennell is the Publicity Manager at 
Tor/Forge Books and the founder of the Bronx Book Festival. 
Deshommes is the president of Riverchild Media, a public 
relations firm specializing in securing media in the African 
American market for authors of color. 

Walter Mosley, MA ’91, received a Lifetime Achievement Award from the 
National Book Foundation for his 30-year career spanning 60 titles in numerous 
genres. Mosley is the first Black man to win the lifetime achievement medal in 
the National Book Award's 32-year history. The Award, officially titled the Medal 
for Distinguished Contribution to American Letters, has been given to giants of 
American literature including Toni Morrison, Robert Caro, and Arthur Miller.

Mosley was already 35 when he enrolled in CCNY’s graduate writing program 
in 1987, but he quickly found himself in the whirlwind beginnings of a long 
book writing career. His debut novel, “Devil in a Blue Dress,” was published 
before he even graduated and quickly received critical and commercial success. 
In 1998, Mosley established the CCNY Publishing Certificate Program to open 
doors for minorities in an industry long known for its lack of diversity. “It’s not 

just about writing books, it’s jobs in editing, in marketing and publicity, all the various aspects of the business 
of publishing,” Mosley said. “I thought this is a way to really begin—and it’s only a beginning—to integrate 
the New York publishing industry.”
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Christina Garcia, BE ’13/MS ’15, was awarded the 2020 
Advocacy Award at the U.S. C3E Women in Clean Energy 
Symposium and Awards. The Advocacy Award recognizes 
clean energy advocates who have driven greater uptake of 
clean energy policies and technologies in society, or have 
helped to increase clean energy literacy and/or workforce 
development. Garcia is Assistant Director of the Building 
Electrification Initiative, a role that focuses on inclusive labor 
and workforce policies for building electrification that will 
enable an equitable transition.

Gail Carson Levine, BA ’69, wrote a new 
novel for middle schoolers, titled “A Ceiling 
Made of Eggshells,” about the expulsion 
of Jews from Spain in 1942. The story 
follows a young Jewish girl, Loma, and 
her grandfather on an expedition to save 
their people during the Spanish inquisition. 
Levine is the author of over 20 novels, 
including “Ella Enchanted.”  

Kara Ng, BS ’15/PhD ’20, published her breakthrough 
research into strategies to synthetically mimic photosynthesis 
for future solar energy technologies in “Nature Chemistry,” 
the most prestigious journal in chemistry. Her research 
was supported by the Martin and Michele Cohen Fund for 
Science, former Dean of Science Tony Liss, the National 
Science Foundation, and the US Department of Energy. A 
first generation college student, Ng completed her PhD in 
Chemistry and Nanotechnology from CCNY in 2020 and 
is now working as a staff scientist at Kinnos, a disinfection 
technology company.

Sophie Davis alum, Dr. Dimitri Papanagnou, MD ’02, was 
recently named a 2020 Macy Faculty Scholar. As a Macy 
Faculty Scholar, Dr. Papanagnou will develop and evaluate a 
curriculum in uncertainty in clinical practice. The vertically-
aligned, interprofessional curriculum will leverage action 
learning to support students as they work through the 
productive struggle and cognitive dissonance encountered in 
the clinical learning environment. Dr. Papanagnou will receive 
support over two years to implement an educational change 
in their institution and to participate in a program of career 
development activities.

Adam Eid Ramsey, MD, was elected as the alt-resident 
representative to the NY State Academy of Family Physicians 
(NYSAFP) board of directors. Ramsey’s one year term began 
in June 2020. Ramsey was named to the board’s operations 
commission and the diversity, equity, and inclusion taskforce. 
The NYSAFP works to promote family medicine to medical 
students and improve the practices of the family medicine 
industry. 

Krishan Trotman, BA, is launching Legacy Lit, a new imprint 
from Hachette Book Group focused on books by BIPOC 
writers. Trotman was named vice president and publisher 
after previously serving as executive editor at Hachette 
Books. Legacy Lit will focus on publishing nonfiction, 
including narrative titles, memoir, women's interest, social 
justice and empowerment titles, in addition to select fiction 
titles. The imprint will offer 12 to 15 books a year with the first 
titles expected to publish in January 2022. 

CLASS NOTES

Peter Stein gave a talk at 
the Center for Holocaust, 
Genocide and Human Rights 
Education of North Carolina 
detailing his childhood in 
Czechoslovakia during the 
Holocaust. Nine of his family 
members, including his father, 
were sent to the concentration 

camps at Auschwitz, Maly Trostenets, and 
Terezín.

Born two years before German occupation, 
Stein described growing up with a Jewish 
father and a Catholic mother in Prague during 
the Holocaust, recalling scenes of any typical 
childhood including playing soccer and 
hockey with friends. What wasn’t typical was 
the occupying and terrorizing German Army  
ever-present in Stein’s life until 1945. 

“Life changed during the German occupation,” 
Stein said at the October 13 virtual lecture. 
“There were German soldiers on the street and 
the classrooms had pictures of Adolf Hitler and 
the German flag in front of each classroom. So 
everyday we were reminded.”

When he was 12, his father miraculously 
returned home and the family emigrated to the 
United States. After attending public schools, 
Stein enrolled at City College and earned his 
bachelor’s degree before receiving a Ph.D. in 
sociology at Princeton University. He’s taught 
at universities across the country, including 
CUNY. For the last ten years, he was a senior 
researcher at the University North Carolina’s 
Institute on Aging. He recently published 
a memoir, “A Boy's Journey: From Nazi-
Occupied Prague to Freedom in America.”
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DR. THOMAS H. HAINES, BS ’57/ MS ’59, the distinguished City College of 
New York alumnus and visionary behind the CUNY School of Medicine (CSOM), has been 
elected a 2020 Fellow of the American Association for the Advancement of Science (AAAS). His 
election in the Medical Sciences category is “for initiating and setting up the CUNY Medical 
School at City College of New York to educate minority and disadvantaged students,” according 
to the AAAS Council.

AAAS Fellows are elected each year by their peers serving on the organization's member-run 
governing body. The title recognizes important contributions to STEM disciplines, including 
pioneering research, leadership within a given field, teaching and mentoring, fostering 
collaborations, and advancing public understanding of science.

Haines was the guiding force behind the Sophie Davis School founded in 1973 as a unique 
seven-year BS/MD program that integrates an undergraduate education with the first two 
years of medical school. Established in partnership with Bronx-based St. Barnabas Hospital, 
CSOM opened its doors in fall 2016 as an expansion of City College’s Sophie Davis School of 
Biomedical Education.

Gus Tsekenis, BA ’02, was appointed 
the branch manager at the Five Corners 
Regional Branch of the Jersey City Free 
Public Library system, the largest municipal 
library in New Jersey. Tsekenis is a highly 
regarded librarian who brings more than 
20 years of urban library experience in New 
Jersey and New York to this position. Five 
Corners is the busiest regional branch library 
in the Jersey City Free Public Library system.

Professor Annie Howell, of CCNY’s MFA film 
program, co-wrote “Yellow Rose,” the first 
Filipinia-American directed film sold to a 
major studio. The Sony Pictures-distributed 
film follows Rose, an undocumented Filipino 
girl who dreams of one day leaving her small 
Texas town to pursue her country music 
dreams. The film received 13 grand jury 
awards from festivals before a nationwide 
release in October. 

Dr. Peter Delfyett, BE 
’81, is the winner of the 
2021 Arthur L. Schawlow 
Prize in Laser Science 
from the American 
Physical Society (APS). 
Regarded as the highest 
accolade in the field, 
second only to the Nobel 

Prize, the $10,000 prize recognizes outstanding contributions to 
basic research which uses lasers to advance the knowledge of the 
fundamental physical properties of materials and their interaction 
with light. 

One of the world’s pre-eminent ultrafast photonics researchers, 
Delfyett is cited “for pioneering contributions to the development 
of ultrafast mode-locked semiconductor diode lasers, including the 
scientific understanding of the underlying physical processes, and 
their application in ultra-wide bandwidth optical communications 
and signal processing." A 2018 recipient of the Townsend Harris 
Medal, awarded for outstanding post-graduate achievement by the 
Alumni Association of The City College of New York, Delfyett 
follows in the footsteps of his undergraduate, doctoral and 
postdoctoral mentor Robert R. Alfano, Distinguished Professor of 
Science and Engineering at CCNY, as a Schawlow Prize winner.

The family of MAURICE BARBASH, BS 
’46, established a music scholarship 
competition in honor of Barbash and 
his wife Lillian. Barbash was a proud 
alumnus and supporter of CCNY before 
his death in 2013. In honor of their 
parents' lifelong patronage of the arts, 
Barbash’s children established the 
Lillian and Maurice Barbash J.S. Bach 
Competition for strings, an annual 
competition for string players age 
16-30. The second annual winner was 
announced in December, cellist Maxime 
Quennesson.
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30s|MORDECAI ROCHLIN, BA ’32, 
died on October 23, 2020 in 

New York, NY. He was 107. Believed to 
be the oldest living New York attorney 
before his death, Rochlin spent his 83-
year career at Paul, Weiss, LLP, beginning 
in 1938. Made a partner in 1951, Rochlin 
retired in 1983, but continued to come into 
the office and mentor junior attorneys. 
During his career, he represented many 
of the country’s most prominent families 
and business leaders in matters of their 
trusts and estates. Rochlin is survived by 
his stepson John Kraemer and his niece, 
Alfreda Finkelstein. 

40s|ARNOLD RUSSEK, BS ’42, 
died on October 13, 2020 in 

Colorado. He was 94. An internationally 
respected theoretical atomic physicist, 
Russek taught physics for 40 years at the 
University of Connecticut. He published 
over 50 scientific articles and contributed 
to physics textbooks over the course of 
his career, producing his most notable 
works on the processes of hydrogen 
beams and atomic collisions. Russek 
pursued his bachelors at City College after 
returning from the Pacific where he served 
as a radio engineer during World War II 
at age 18. Russek is survived by his wife 
Bernadette, their children David, Stephen 
and Leslie, and four grandchildren. 

HELEN GENTILE, 
MA ’45, died on 
October 20, 2020 in 
Hillsborough, NJ. She 
was 98. A lifelong New 
Yorker, Gentile earned a 
Masters of Arts degree 

in education from CCNY as she worked 
as a French and Spanish teacher in the 
New York City public school system. After 
her retirement in 1986, Gentile spent time 
volunteering at a Long Island hospital and 
the League of Women Voters, as well as 
traveling with her husband, Emile, and 
spending winters in Palm Beach, Florida. 
She is survived by her son Vincent, 
her daughters Laurie and Jill, seven 
grandchildren, and a great grandson. 

WILLIAM LEVINE, BA ’48, died on June 
26, 2020 in Aventura, FL. He was 95. 
During World War II, Levine served in 
the European theater for three years 
and participated in the liberation of the 
Landsberg concentration camp. After 
returning from the war with a Purple Heart 
and a Bronze Star, Mr. Levine enrolled in 
City College. During his 42-year-career 
as an accountant, Levine also earned a 
Master’s degree in education from NYU 
and an MBA from Fordham University. He 
taught internal auditing as an adjunct at 
City College for many years before retiring 
to Florida. He will be interred at Arlington 
National Cemetery.

LILIAN FLORENCE GOLDNER, died on 
January 1, 2021 in Allentown, PA. She was 
93. After graduating from CCNY, Goldner 
moved to Plainedge Long Island to raise 
a family and manage her husband’s 
family medicine practice. An education 
advocate, Goldner served as president of 
the Plainedge School Board and president 
of the Plainedge Library Board for many 
years. She was also the devoted Director 
of Volunteers, President of the Medical 
Staff Auxiliary and a patient representative 
at Massapequa General Hospital. She is 

survived by her sons David, Jonathan, and 
Michael, six grandchildren, and two great-
grandchildren.

BETTY HOROWITZ, BA, died September 
10, 2020 in Voorhees, NJ. She was 94. 
Beginning her career as director of 
nursery schools on Long Island, Horowitz 
taught first grade in Willingboro and 
Cinnaminson, New Jersey for nearly three 
decades. Horowitz was politically active 
as a member of the League of Women 
Voters and was a founding member of a 
local New Jersey chapter of the American 
Civil Liberties Union. She was elected as 
a delegate from Burlington County to the 
1972 Democratic National Convention. 
After retiring in 1986, she volunteered at 
The Rosenbach Museum in Philadelphia. 
She is survived by her children Richard 
and Don, four grandchildren, and four 
great-grandchildren.

50s| MORTON SCHWARTZ, ’51, 
a former head of the CCNY 

Alumni Varsity Association, passed away 
at the age of 92 on January 4, 2021 in 
Virginia Beach. According to his son 
Howard, Morton was talking about his 
love for CCNY, the athletics department, 
his time "running" the Alumni Varsity 
Association, CCNY basketball, and his 
years on campus until the very end.  
Friends have been asked to make gifts to 
City College in Mr. Schwartz's name.

ROSE GOLDNER TYSON, BS ’53, died on 
October 12, 2017 in Sunnyvale, CA. She 
was 85. Born in the Bronx, Tyson received 
a degree in elementary education from 
[Continue on page 22.]

BERNARD COHEN, BS ’56, died on October 12, 2020 in Fredericksburg, V.A. 
He was 86. Only three years out of law school, Cohen received a letter from Mildred and 
Richard Loving, a mixed-race married couple charged with violating Virginia’s racist marriage 
laws. Mildred Loving originally wrote to then-Attorney General Robert F. Kennedy, but he 
suggested she reach out to the ACLU. A longtime ACLU volunteer, Cohen and his co-counsel 
Philip J. Hisrchkop would end up taking the case to the Supreme Court in the landmark 
Loving v. Virginia case that struck down all bans on interracial marriage in 1967. 

After receiving a degree in economics from CCNY in 1956, Cohen earned his law degree from 
Georgetown University in 1960 and began practicing in Virginia. From 1980 to 1996, Cohen 
served in the Virginia House of Delegates, successfully passing measures to restrict smoking in 
the tobacco-producing state. He also practiced environmental law for many years, representing 
individuals and small businesses against power plants and industrial giants who were poisoning 
local resources.
  
Cohen is survived by his wife Rose, his daughter Karen, his son Bennett, and three grandchildren.
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CCNY before moving to California 
to start a family and work as a 
teacher. Tyson also received a 
Master’s degree from San Jose State 
University. She worked in Santa Clara 
schools for 28 years before retiring 
in 1992. Tyson is survived by her 
daughters Charlotte and Barbara, 
sons George and Charles, and eight 
grandchildren.

HERBERT L. HAAS, BA ’54, died on 
October 14 in East Northport, NY. 
He was 88. A Huntington, NY-lifer, 
Haas graduated from City College 
in 1954 and, after two years in the 
Army, received his law degree from 
Brooklyn Law School in 1959 and 
began a long career in real estate 
law at the firm that would eventually 
bear his name, Raskin and Haas. A 
sports fanatic and walking baseball 
encyclopedia, Haas was devastated 
by the Brooklyn Dodgers move to 
Los Angeles, becoming a Mets fan 
later on. He is survived by his wife 
Maria, daughter Leslie Schlang, sons 
Richard and Philip, six grandchildren 
and a great-grandchild.
 
JUDITH WAX, BS ’56, died on 
April 22, 2019 in Silver Springs, MD. 
She was 83. She is survived by her 
daughters Marcy and Barbara, son 
Ralph, and three grandchildren.

ROBERT WILDFEUER, BE ’56, 
died on September 1, 2020 in 
Melville, NY. He was 86. Born in 
Czechoslovakia, Wildfeuer and his 
mother immigrated to Astoria shortly 
before World War II. After receiving 
his doctorate in engineering from 
CCNY, Wildfeuer spent the bulk of 
his career as a mechanical engineer 
at JT Falk and Co. For the last three 
decades, Wildfeuer and Judy, his 
wife of 64 years, were stalwarts of 
the Star Playhouse at the Suffolk 
Y Jewish Community Center in 
Commack. Wildfeuer was known for 
his elaborate and professional sets, 
but he also acted, wrote, directed, 
produced and contributed to 
hundreds of productions well into his 
eighties. He is survived by his wife, 
his daughters Jill and Wendy, and 
four grandchildren.

LEONARD 
CIRILLO, ’58, died 
on December 20, 
2020 in Worcester, 
MA. He was 84. 
After graduating 
from CCNY, Cirillo 
pursued a PhD 

in clinical psychology from Clark 
University in Worcester, MA. He 
joined the faculty there after a 
few years teaching at University 
of Denver and Yeshiva University. 
Cirillo retired in 2002 after 33 
years, including several as chair 
of the psychology department. 
He maintained a private clinical 
psychology practice in Worcester for 
many years as well. Cirillo is survived 
by his wife of 58 years, Priscilla, his 
daughters Julie and Amy, his son 
Michael, and five grandchildren.

EDITH SHANKER, ’58, died 
September 19, 2020 in Pennswood 
Village, PA. She was 87. Born in 
the Great Depression and raised 
in orphanages and foster homes, 
Shanker put herself through CCNY 
while working as a waitress. While 
working as an English teacher in 
Queens, she met her future husband 
Albert Shanker and joined him 
in the founding of what would 
eventually become the United 
Federation of Teachers. A longtime 
leader in national educators' union 
movements, Shanker also worked 
with CUNY to establish programs 
that would prevent high school 
students from dropping out and 
provide them with college student 
mentors. She is survived by her 
children Adam, Jennie, and Michael, 
stepson Carl, four grandchildren, a 
step-grandson, and two nephews.

RABBI SHLOMO BALTER, died on 
October 3, 2020 in the Bronx, NY. He 
was 89. A beloved teacher and rabbi, 
Balter taught for years at Hunter 
College and Hofstra University, while 
leading congregations in Philadelphia 
and New York. For decades, he 
was a leader at Conservative 
Synagogue Adath Israel of Riverdale, 
transitioning to an emeritus role in 
recent years. He is survived by his 
wife Bernice, his sons Ariel, Yoel, and 
Ranon, and three grandchildren.

MATTHEW FALCONE, died on 
September 29, 2020 in Manhasset, 
NY due to complications from 
COVID-19. He was 83. Known as 
“Mr. Manhasset” in his Long Island 
community, Falcone spent 45 years 
in the town and got heavily involved 
with local organizations like the 
Church of Saint Mary, the Knights of 
Columbus, the American Legion Post 
304, Manhasset Public Library, and 
many others. A proud U.S. Marine 
Corps veteran, Falcone was the first 
in his family to graduate college. He 

DR. H. JACK GEIGER, Professor 
Emeritus and a founding faculty member 
of the Sophie Davis School of Biomedical 
Education at CCNY, died on December 
28, 2020 in Brooklyn. Geiger founded the 
Department of Community Health and 
Social Medicine, which he chaired at CCNY 
from 1978 until his retirement in 1996.
The Community Health Center model was 
developed by Geiger in the 1960s, first in the 
Mississippi Delta region and then in South 
Boston. In 1965, Geiger organized medical 
care for civil rights activists marching with 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. from Selma to 
Montgomery, AL. 

A lifelong opponent to racial discrimination, 
Geiger was blackballed from medical schools 
after organizing a protest at the University of 
Chicago in the late 1940s. After eventually 
earning his degree in 1954 at a medical school 
in Cleveland, Geiger devoted his life to the 
civil rights movement, public health, and 
to ending the nuclear arms race. He was the 
founding member of Physicians for Social 
Responsibility, which fought against nuclear 
proliferation, and Physicians for Human 
Rights, which worked to ban landmines. Both 
groups would later earn Nobel Prizes in 1985 
and 1997, respectively.
 
Geiger is survived by his wife Nicole Schupf, 
his stepson David, and two stepgrandsons.

CCNY COMMUNITY
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worked 65 years as an electrical engineer. 
Falcone is survived by his daughter, 
granddaughter, and eight nephews and 
nieces.

60s| LAWRENCE ERNST, BS ’66, 
died on November 4, 2020 

in Silver Spring, MD. He was 74. Ernst 
was a proud alumni of CCNY, where he 
was a member of Briggs ‘66 House Plan. 
He received a  PhD in Mathematics at 
Brown University in 1970. Ernst spent the 
majority of his career as a Mathematical 
Statistician for the Census Bureau and 
the Bureau of Labor Statistics. His most 
important works were declarations on 
the mathematical and statistical issues 
used by the defense in front of the 
Supreme Court in March 1992 on the 
constitutionality of apportionment of 
seats in the House of Representatives. He 
is survived by his wife Gail, his daughter 
Erica, son Jason, son-in-law Benjamin and 
two granddaughters.

LEWIS WARSH, BA/MA ’66, died 
on November 15, 2020. He was 76. A 
Bronx-born poet, Warsh earned both his 
bachelor’s degree and Master’s degree 
in English from City College in the 1960s. 
A notable figure in writing communities 
in the California Bay Area, New York, and 
Cambridge, Warsh wrote poems, novels, 
and autobiographies over a long career. 
He taught at Long Island University for 
decades and served as the founding 
director of the MFA in Creative Writing. 
He is survived by his wife, Katt Lissard, 
daughters Marie and Sophia, son Max, 
and two granddaughters.

WALDEMAR GONZALEZ, BA ’69, died 
on April 24, 2020 in White Plains, NY 
of COVID-19. He was 72. After a hard 
childhood in the Bronx, Waldemar played 
basketball and earned a bachelor’s 
degree in English at CCNY. He worked 
as a social worker and administrator in 
public schools, eventually becoming 
the chair of a committee on special 
education at Mount Pleasant Cottage 
School in Pleasantville, NY. Living in 
semi-retirement, Gonzalez still gave his 
time to very young children with autism 
a few days every week until his death. He 
is survived by his wife, Jackie Arandes, 
sons Rodrigo, Ariel, Julian and Andres; 
daughters Leah and Aitza, and six 
grandchildren.

JACK KOPEC, died May 17, 2017 in 
New York. He was 72. Born in Russia in 
1945, Kopec spent his earliest years in 
displaced persons camps in Germany 
before immigrating to the US and 
growing up in Brooklyn. He enjoyed 

a successful career as an executive 
at Citibank and Wells Fargo before 
retiring early to enjoy life in Orinda, 
CA and Russell, NZ. He is survived by 
his wife of over 50 years, Eileen, his 
daughters Cynthia and Jennifer, and his 
granddaughters Julia and Charlotte.

70s|PHILIP SUMMERS, BA ’71, 
died on September 20, 2020 

in Atlanta, GA. He was 70. The co-
captain of the CCNY basketball team, 
Summers graduated with a bachelors 
in communications and launched a 
successful career in advertising. His 
career with Madison Avenue firms like 
Danver Fitzgerald Sample and McCan 
Erickson led him to Atlanta, where he 
was named Executive Creative Director 
at McCann Erickson Atlanta. In his later 
years, Summers would lend his talents 
to organizations like Feeding Pets of 
the Homeless and The Humane League, 
causes he cared deeply about. He is 
survived by his wife Lynn Mandelbaum, 
daughters Brooke, Lexie, and Jordan, and 
five grandchildren. 

BETTY CAMPBELL-ADAMS, BS ’79, died 
on December 11, 2020 in Mount Vernon, 
NY. She was 65. Campbell-Adams and her 
husband founded Lloyd’s Carrot Cake, a 
Riverdale institution and world famous 
seller of carrot cakes for 30 years. 
Campbell-Adams began her career in 
local television after graduating from 
CCNY with a degree in communications. 
When her husband turned his baking 
hobby into a business in the 1980s, they 
set up a pizza oven in the basement 
of their Harlem apartment building. 
Campbell-Adams manned the phones 
and landed loyal wholesale clients, 
including Sylvia’s and the cafeteria 
of the Adam Clayton Powell Jr. State 
Office Building. In 1986, the pair moved 
the business to a storefront opposite 
Van Cortlandt Park in the Bronx, where 
Lloyd’s Carrot Cake has been ever 
since. In 2007, when her husband died, 

Campbell-Adams quit her job as a 
marketing executive for Time Warner 
Cable to run the business full time, 
expanding the business to new heights 
and bolstering its signature cake’s 
reputation as a New York delicacy. 
Campbell-Adams is survived by her 
children Brandon and Lilka, who plan to 
keep the bakery running.

80s|IRIS MEDA, BS ’84, died on 
November 14, 2020 in Melissa, 

TX, due to complications associated with 
COVID-19. She was 70. Despite being a 
high school dropout, Meda earned her 

GED and graduated from 
CCNY in 1984. She retired 
in January of 2020 after 
over 30 years working as 
a nurse at Rikers Island 
Correctional Facility and, 
later, the Lew Sterrett 
Justice Center in Dallas. 

After seeing the pandemic’s early 
devastation in her hometown of New 
York, she signed up to teach nursing 
classes at Collin College for high school 
students interested in nursing career. Her 
last words were “I’m going to fight. I’m 
New York strong.” She is survived by her 
husband John, daughter Selene, and four 
grandchildren.
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Murray Eden ’41
Solomon Katz ’41
Norman Rosenfeld ’42
Richard Schifter ’43
Arthur G. Tomlinson, Sr. ’43
Jerome Weiss ’45
Richard Golden ’46
Fred Elliuson ’47
Seymour Feshbach ’47
Raymond Kaufman ’47
Donald Latner Cohen ’48
Rose M. Guatelli ’48
Robert Kalechofsky ’49
Marjorie Edelstein ’50
John Furlani ’50
Alvin Gordon ’50
Alexandra Linett ’50
Irving Joseph Kass ’50
Arthur Melmed ’50
Jerome "Jerry" Jacobson ’51
John O'Loughlin ’51
Morton H. Schwartz ’51
John B. Cartafalsa ’52
Richard Raleigh "Dick" Fields ’52
Clifford Gold ’52
Robert King ’52
Manfred "Fred" Lichtenstadter ’52
James McGarry ’52
Phylis Salom ’52
James Selkin ’52
Walter Weil ’52
Charles E. Johnson ’53
Deacon Alfred J. Thompson ’54
Bertram Hewitt ’55
Thomas J. Lynch, Jr. ’55
Angelo Qualich ’55
Howard H. Schloemer ’55
Frank J. Fasano, Sr. ’56
Lawrence M. "Larry" Fuchs ’56
Frank Nesi ’56
Lenny Williams ’56
Haig Chekenian ’57
Irving Lane Fletcher ’57
Joseph Michael "Mac" McNally ’58

Alan Ruderman ’58
Dr. Emanuel "Manny" Shapiro ’58
Diana Hedy Weinberg ’58
William Bayer ’59
John Franko ’59
Gersham Goldstein ’59
Stanley M. Hattman ’60
Denis Healy ’60
Joseph P. Kenny, Sr. ’60
Mary Dolores Simmons ’60
Wallace Sugarman ’60
Leonard "Aryeh" Faltz ’61
Martin Litzky ’61
Jerome Mark ’61
Jack Louis Calabro ’63
John Giudice ’64
Melvyn Pell ’64
Arthur Brodsky ’65
Joseph Whalen ’66
Richard Schwartz ’69
Louis Kenneth Hopfer ’71
William Charles Roberts MFA ’73
Flavia Ruffini MA ’74
Richard S. Kresse ’75
Victor Arnone ’76
David Prizer ’77
Joyce Louise Dukes Shaw ’80
Francis Redhead ’87
Randolph B. Hunt ’89
Dorothy Delores Bansfield
Muriel Neider Barker
Marvin Barman 
Deborah Ann Byrne
Millicent J. Charles
Gerald David Cohen 
Yvonne Hobson 
Erskine L. Keary
Martin Pollack
Dr. Seymour Sabesin
Seymour Schimel
Helen S. Stein
Delores M. Swails-Holland
Janet Zobel
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WINTER AT CCNY 
Featuring fun winter facts, current events 
and clues found in this issue.

ACROSS

DOWN

2. The second Science Distinguished Alumni Series 
speaker Dave Rind spoke about ______Modeling 
careers. 

3. Handmade ______from Nordic countries are 
popular in winter for their festive patterns.

4. ______ Gorman made history as the youngest 
inaugural poet at age 22.

7. Bernie Sanders made this winter accessory a 
must-have in 2021.

8. Townsend Harris Medalist Dr. Jay-Sheree Allen 
thanked the ______sisters for her nomination.

13. Children used to hope for ______days before 
the Pandemic because school would be cancelled.

14. Walter Mosley received the Lifetime ______ 
Award from the National Book Foundation.

17. Chancellor Matos Rodriguez is hoping that in-
person ______will resume in Fall 2021. 

20. The new Biden ______has taken an aggressive 
stance towards fighting the Pandemic.

21. President Vince Boudreau rubs the nose of the 
statue of Abraham Lincoln for ______in the Gala 
Virtual Edition. 

24. ______ Biden is a practicing Catholic and 
attends Mass regularly.

25. The 140th Annual Alumni Gala Virtual Edition 
was hosted by the dapper ______.

26. The Wittes ’66 freshmen were a brunch of “kids 
from the ______. ”

28. A new ______ chapter of the National 
Biological Honor Society opens at CCNY.

29. Stephanie Berry performed the poem “A Letter 
to______” at the Gala.

1. CCNY House Plans were established to 
promote a sense of ______. 

2. Macaroni and cheese, ice cream and 
chocolate are go-to ______ foods.

5. Alumnus Peter Goodman 
taught at this high school in 
Brooklyn with famous former 
students including Ruth Bader 
Ginsburg, Chuck Schumer, and 
Bernie Sanders.

6. A mug of ______ is best with 
mini-marshmallows.

9. Bradley Horn has been named 
the ______ dean of Spitzer School 
of Architecture.

10. Sophie Davis Biomedical 
Program undergrad Rooshi Parikh 
wrote the poem “The ______ 
Touch.”

11. Troy Blackwell, Jr. intends to 
run for office as a New York City 
______ member.

12. More frequent exercise and a 
healthier diet are common New 
Year’s ______.

15. Author Gail Levine’s novel 
“Ella Enchanted” is the retelling of 
______.

16. An unseasonal ______ often 
comes as early as Thanksgiving 
and as late as April in NY.

22. Political  Science Chair Daniel 
DiSalvo wrote an op-ed about the 
CCNY’s historic role in ________ 
mobility for its students.

23. The 102-year-old WWII veteran 
_______ Rubin was awarded a 
Townsend Harris Medal at the Gala.

27. Avril ________ was appointed 
as Director of National Intelligence.
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Taking care of our own 
every step of the way
With this City College of New York 
alumni insurance benefit

As an alumnus/a of The City College of New York, 
you have access to a valuable insurance benefit—
designed to help protect you and your family.

Check them out today: 
www.alumniplans.com/ccny  
or call 888-560-ALUM (2586)

* For features, costs, eligibility, renewability, limitations, exclusions and carriers.

Program Administered by Mercer Health & 
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In CA d/b/a Mercer Health & Benefits Insurance Services LLC
AR Insurance License #100102691 • CA Insurance License #0G39709
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You and your family have access 
to this benefit through the 
Alumni Association of The City 
College of New York:

• Long-Term Care Insurance
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