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Zahn Family’s $2.73

T

HE MOXIE FOUNDATION has awarded a $2.73 million gift to support academic innovation and enhance
student preparation for creative problem solving in the
21st century.
The generous gift will fund the Moxie Initiative’s program for
cross-disciplinary approaches to teaching and research, and to
enable new courses within every major that utilizes hands-on,
problem-based learning to teach critical competencies for effective change-making.
The gift was announced by President Vincent Boudreau and
members of the Zahn family, longstanding benefactors of the
College, at the May, 2018 Presidential Awards Gala in the Great
Hall. The gift’s goal is help ensure every student in every major
will realize her or his capability to create significant, positive
change in the world.
“The world is changing rapidly. City College students must be
prepared to lead change in an economy of jobs that don’t yet exist.
It is critical that everyone understand they possess a level of creativity and ingenuity — an entrepreneurial spirit that they can tap

“We believe deeply in the power of
collaboration and innovation, and we are
delighted to support President Boudreau’s
vision for the future of this incredible institution.”
— Irwin Zahn, Moxie Foundation Founder
and a 1948 CCNY alumnus
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ULBRIGHT SCHOLARS, National Science Foundation Graduate
Research Fellowship winners, and Watson and Salk scholarship
winners are among the outstanding City College students receiving external award recognition in 2018.
Claire Lynch, a senior at the Macaulay Honors College and City College, and
Etienne Forbes are classmates in the Colin Powell School for Civic and Global
Leadership. Both are headed to Europe this fall on Fulbright awards.
Lynch, a political science and Jewish studies major, received a Fulbright
English Teaching Assistant grant tenable in Spain. Her honors at CCNY include
the 2017 Truman Scholarship for Public Service, one of the nation’s top awards
for graduate school, and a Colin Powell Fellowship in Leadership and Public
Service (2015-2018).
A Navy veteran, Forbes’ Fulbright U.S. Student grant will take him to Vrije
Universiteit Amsterdam in September for a one-year master’s of science degree
program in culture, organization, and management.
Graduating senior Emmanuel Dwomoh is the College’s third Fulbright
Please Turn to Page 4

Million Gift for Innovation

The Zahn Center’s co-working spaces allow students to explore entrepreneurial ideas in a nurturing environment. Visit: zahncenternyc.com
into to succeed in any endeavor, career or industry,” added Irwin
Zahn, the Moxie Foundation Founder and a 1948 CCNY alumnus.
“We believe deeply in the power of collaboration and innovation,
and we are delighted to support President Boudreau’s vision for
the future of this incredible institution.”
President Vince Boudreau: “One of my fondest ambitions for
CCNY is for our work to become more fully and deeply engaged
with and responsive to the needs of our society, particularly those needs one often finds in neighborhoods around our
Harlem campus. The Moxie Foundation gift provides us with
the resources and encouragement to take some big steps in that
direction. The Moxie Foundation’s vision of what higher education should be is utterly progressive, deeply humanistic, and

entirely in tune with the historic mission of our great college.”
The Moxie Foundation has been a significant supporter of City
College since it helped establish the Zahn Innovation Center,
an on-campus incubator, in 2012. This new gift will further and
build upon the work of the Zahn Innovation Center by expanding
the spirit of creativity and innovation on a campus-wide scale.
Established in 1998, the Moxie Foundation is a family foundation based in San Diego, California. The Foundation is dedicated
to enriching communities and empowering change makers
through the spirit of innovation. It works closely with partner organizations dedicated to advancing education, the environment,
health and international development. For more information
visit moxiefoundation.org.

Among the 2018 Award Winners

C

Claire Lynch

Etienne Forbes

Roland Maio

Amelia J. Smyth
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the 2018 Award Winners
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scholarship.
This year’s TLF awards mark the fifth year in a row
award recipient this spring. The biology honors student has a year-long research grant to study the high – in BIC’s fifth year of existence – that BIC students
have been chosen to win the highly selective scholarprevalence of esophageal cancer in Uganda. A natuships. With 14 recipients in just five years, BIC has now
ralized U.S. citizen born in Ghana, Dwomoh’s winning
received the most awards given to a school/program in
Fulbright proposal takes him back to Mbarara in
the Northeast during The LAGRANT Foundation’s 20-year
southwest Uganda where he spent summer 2017
history.
working on a malaria project. Mbarara is also the
Numerous other standouts include:
epicenter for esophageal cancer in that nation.
John Kopyta, 55, a 6-foot-four former Marine, gradRoland Maio is one of three CCNY recipients of 2018
uates with a 4.00 GPA, more than 30 years after leaving
NSF Graduate Research Fellowships. A Marine Corps
the University of South Florida as a sophomore and later
veteran, Maio is a computer science major in the Grove
overcoming homelessness. Kopyta is one of 3,996 memSchool of Engineering. He’ll pursue a PhD in the field at
bers of the Class of 2018, 1,077 of whom will receive
Columbia University this fall. Also honored were CCNY
graduate degrees.
graduates Stanley Ko, who is studying marine geology
Fatimah Barrie, a Harlem resident graduating summa
and geophysics and Lizhi Liu, a systems and molecular
cum laude with double
biology graduate student.
, National majors from the Colin Powell
The fellowships recognize
School for Civic and Global
and support exceptional
Leadership and the Division
students who have proposed Science Foundation Graduate Research
of Humanities and the Arts.
graduate-level research
Fellowship winners, and Watson and Salk
She’s receiving a BA in politprojects in their fields.
ical science from the former
Selection is through a
scholarship winners are among the outand a BA in black studies
national competition. Fellows
from the latter;
receive an annual stipend
standing City College students receiving
Yasmine El Gheur, Class
of $34,000 and $12,000
of 2018 Valedictorian and
cost-of-education allowance external award recognition in 2018.
the first member of her famfor graduate study that leads
ily to graduate from college. El Gheur leaves CCNY with
to research-based masters or doctoral degree in science
a BA in art history and a 3.94 GPA. She plans to earn a
or engineering.
PhD and become an art historian of contemporary North
Amelia J. Smyth, a sophomore in the Powell School,
African and Middle Eastern Art;
is a 2018 Jeannette K. Watson Fellowship winner. A
Zhiying Zhu, a Chinese immigrant and the 2018
member of the CCNY Honors Program, Smyth is one
Salutatorian, she’s graduating with a BE in biomedical
of 15 undergraduates selected to be Watson Fellows.
engineering from the Grove School of Engineering. Zhu
The Baldwin, NY, resident is an international studies
plans to pursue an MD/PhD and a double career as a
and economics double major, with a 4.0 GPA. This is
medical doctor and researcher;
Smyth’s second notable fellowship. In December 2017,
Kevin Gonzalez, a former Delta aircraft mechanic
Smyth was one of 25 students nationwide awarded
who worked on planes as large as the Boeing 747, is
UNA Emerging Leaders Fellowships that recognize
graduating with a BS in biology. He won a Jonas E.
emerging leaders. Her UNA project is a workshop on
Salk Scholarship from CUNY for medical school and
homeless rights and the UN.
will enter Columbia University’s neurobiology and
Five students from The City College of New York’s
behavior PhD program.
Branding and Integrated Communications (BIC) master’s
Anan Kazi was also awarded a Salk Scholarship
degree program have received highly competitive The
which carries a $8,000 stipend.
LAGRANT Foundation (TLF) scholarships, awarded to stuBorn in Houston, Texas, of Bangladeshi immigrant
dents who share the foundation’s mission of increasing
parents, Kazi is graduating from Macaulay with a BS
ethnic diversity in the advertising, marketing, and public
in biology and a minor in mathematics. The Brooklyn
relations industries.
resident enters SUNY Downstate College of Medicine,
The five graduate students are Jennifer Cuffari,
in downtown Brooklyn, this fall. The Salk Scholarship is
LaToya Heron, Amera Lulu, Kelvin Morales, and Rebecca
named for Dr. Jonas Salk,’34, who developed the first
Rivera. In a stellar showing, the CCNY cohort is among
polio vaccine in 1955.
just 40 graduate students nationwide to receive a TLF

thecitycollegealumnus@gmail.com
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“We Can Do Remarkable Things”
President rededicates College to removing barriers to social mobility

I

By Dr. Vincent G. Boudreau, PhD

’M OVERWHELMED TO SEE so many friends, colleagues,
people from CUNY, members of the board of trustees, President
Linares, Congressman Espaillat, Chancellor, David Jeruzalmi, the
President of the Faculty Senate, General Powell, my good friend
and partner. Faculty that I’ve worked with, students that I’ve taught,
students I hope someday to teach. My big, beautiful family. Thank you
all.
When you become the president of a college, they make a special
robe for you, and I’m wearing mine. It has my new lucky number up
here, Congressman, our lucky number, yeah. It’s made in the City College’s lavender. It’s the first time, in 26 years, that I will wear any academic robe other than the one my father wore in his years at Le Moyne
College. I graduated from Le Moyne, and
in the very first class I ever walked into,
very first day of school, I walked into an
assigned freshman composition class, and
my father was my professor.
There were 12 of us, it was a small
seminar room, and he taught the class,
mispronounced my name, and then, on his
way out the door, he leaned over and said
to me in a voice that everyone could hear
“Stop by my office later, your mother sent
you some cookies.” Then, he closed the
door, and let me and my new classmates
sort out the news of my relationship with
our professor. I have to say, it was the
only time in our years together at College
that I had an awkward moment with my
father.
I was privileged at a time in my life
when many people are moving away
from their families, to find myself drawn
more deeply into the world of my father. I learned what a careful teacher he
was, how deeply he thought and read. I
learned how exceptionally he cared about
the lives of his students. I learned from
his colleagues, some of whom were my
teachers, some of whom I think are here today, how important it is to
cultivate the respect and trust of your colleagues, as my father had the
respect and trust of his.
I say this to you today, I tell you this story, because the robes that
I’m wearing now are the only robes I would think to put on in preference to the robes that he gave me. I’m so grateful to be here as your
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Dr. Boudreau, who served as interim president of the College and
Dean of the Colin Powell School for Civic and Global Leadership,
was appointed 13th President of the College by unanimous acclamation of the Board of Trustees of the City University of New York
in January. These remarks were delivered at Dr. Boudreau’s formal
investiture this spring.

president. I’m so cognizant of the responsibility with which I’m here
today vested. I’m so careful of the legacy of this place, and hopeful for
the stewardship of this mission.
When this building was established in 1907, Mark Twain stood
where I’m standing right now. He said to his audience that America
needed a degree in citizenship. He thought that the best place for that
degree to be offered was what he called the College of the City of New
York, where even then, people were coming from around the world to
this place to learn and to become Americans.
When Albert Einstein first came to the United States, when he first
talked to a public audience on this side of the Atlantic about his theory of relativity, he did it in this room before us. When Colin Powell
returned to his alma matter as the first
African American Secretary of State in
the history of the United States, he stood
where I’m standing right now, and delivered his address.
I think a great deal about this room in
relationship to the responsibility that I’ve
been given here at the college. The Great
Hall is the sacred center of City College.
Whenever I have the opportunity to introduce people to the iconography of this
room, I seize on that chance. For years
now, I’ve been bringing students into this
room, and asking them to tell me what
they thought the history of this place
would be. They inevitably tell me what
they think it used to be.
They say, for instance, “It used to be
a convent,” because we’re on Convent
Avenue, or “It used to be a church.” Or
it used to be some other grand building, built for grand people, people who
weren’t like them. Whatever I say in
response to what they’ve said to me, I
make sure that they leave the conversation understanding how wrong they were.
The people who founded City College,
and later the people who built this Great Hall, dreamed that it would be
filled, as it is filled today, with people who look like the world.
They built it for people who are new to this country, or for people
who for other reasons come into life with no expectation for their future, except what they could make of it themselves. Like the students
of today, for generation after generation, they came to the College of
the City of New York to remake their future, to rewrite the history of
their families, and to prepare themselves to build this city, and to build
this nation.
This building was designed on the framework of the Neo-Gothic
cathedral, and that was a gesture to signify the gravity and importance
of the work that we would do here. The rock that the building is made
Please Turn to Following Page
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of New York schist that was quarried from the
very ground that we’re standing on right now.
If you look along the sides, along the vault
of this room, these stain glass windows were
all donated by the established colleges that
were extant at the day, in an explicit gesture
welcoming City College, and its audacious
educational mission.
The rafters were originally hung with flags
donated by the great universities of the world,
both the new world and the old, again, in a
gesture of welcome to City College. If you
look up in the wooden rosettes, you can still
see the remnants of the paintings of those
flags. We’re in the process of reproducing
them, and we’ll someday hang them again.
Behind me is our treasure. This is a fresco
original to the room called The Graduate, and
if you look at this fresco, what you see is this,
a young man receiving his diploma in front
of a collection of his peers, and those peers
include people with hammers, and in overalls,
members of the working class, and wealthy
young people, people from the trades, and the
crafts. When this college was founded, it was
inconceivable that a group like that would be
a graduating class in an institution of higher
education, but here we are.
He’s receiving his degree under the watchful eyes of representations, at least representations in 1907, of the highest order of human
achievement. You’ll see Shakespeare there,
and Sir Francis Bacon, and Plato, and Aristotle.
The people who designed this room, and
the people who decorated it, inscribed our mission into the very architecture that surrounds
us. They imagined a college with its arms
flung wide, embracing everybody, strengthening our society with every soul that crosses
the graduation stage. They approached the
task with reverence and with optimism, and an
abiding sense that by building City College,
they were renewing the spirit of America. If
the Great Hall is the sacred center of CCNY,
I’ve always thought of CCNY as the sacred
center of New York City.
Where do we now stand in light of this
founding vision? We stand, first, at a moment
where we can clearly see the misshapen fruits
Continued on Page 8
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Photo by Skyler Reid

Counter-clockwise from right:
The Investiture Program, Thursday,
March 29, 5:30 PM; President Boudreau
and Dee Dee Mozeleski, Senior Advisor
to the President and Interim Executive
Director, The Foundations for
City College, review new presidential
portrait for the Gallery of Presidents;
Dr. Boudreau delivers remarks;
Prof. Janet Steele bears the ceremonial
mace; Final adjustments of robe and hood
prior to academic procession; Greeting
retired Rep. Charles B. Rangel; President
shares happy occasion with engineering
students, and (at center) City University of New York Vice Chairman Barry
Schwartz (right) chats with Gen. Colin
Powell (retired), former Secretary
of State and class of 1958.
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By Gen. Colin Powell (ret.) ’58
Things”
Continued From Page 6
of a societal retreat from the
ideals of public higher education as a collective good
that is vitally important for to
the fabric of our democracy.
Where once we accepted that
the whole people would benefit, when the whole people
were educated. Where once
we were unambiguous in
our willingness to define an
educated society as a collective strength. We are now too
often called to think about
public education in terms of a
discrete benefit for individuals
who have acquired or will acquire a degree in a place like
City College.
But, when society refuses
to see how everyone benefits
when everyone has a path to
education, it begins to ask
why this student, or why
that student is deserving of
special support, or why any
of us should agree to allocate
resources to some unnamed
other. When a nation begins
to ask such questions, particularly of its collective goods,
and its united strengths, it
begins to enter a dark season.
We become smaller, we become more isolated, we become weaker as a people, for
no democracy has ever survived without a robust mechanism for educating the whole
people. When educational
opportunities grow more constricted, or when educational
institutions grow weaker, a
hollow space opens up in the
fabric of our public lives. Out
of that void come all manner
of ugly things, intolerance, superstition, close-mindedness.
The void exudes a climate that
is rife with violence it encourages, disaffection and societal

I

LOVE THIS PLACE. I love this hall. I love the building in which it
is located. I love the campus as it is now, I love the campus as it
was when I first walked on campus some 64 years ago. But it is
not the facilities that really make this a special place, it’s the spirit
that moves through the campus. It’s the spirit of Townsend Harris,
and Dr. Webster, and Dr. Webb, and all the others who’ve come
before who have made this such a remarkable place.
My favorite place on campus, when I come on campus, is across
the street, on the little low wall that you’ll see. I sit on that wall and
wait for people to come by, and stop, and talk. Students, and teachers, and the maintenance people, and the gardeners, and everybody
else who takes care of this wonderful place.
They tell me their stories. They tell me the most remarkable
things. A group of engineering students, who have married up what
they’ve learned in engineering at the Grove School with actually
working on a bridge in New Jersey. Criticizing and commenting on
the engineers who had designed that
bridge that they are working on.
Somehow, I got into CCNY, my
grades didn’t qualify me for it, but
somebody took a chance. In the first few
months, I’m sure that person thought
“Oh, that was not a chance well taken.”
But then, I found ROTC, and I found
something that I did well, that I loved
doing. I learned structure, I learned how
to apply myself. The military did not
stand for C averages, it had to be A. They
squared me away, they straightened
me out, and at the age of 21, in 1958,
I was able to graduate from this place,
kept my commission going into the
Powell
United States Army. Without this place
that I adore, this place that I love,
wouldn’t have made it.
When I left the State Department in 2005, looking around for
things to do, and I knew that a small center had been created up
here by the Rudin family in my name. Colin Powell Center for Policy
Studies, something like that. I wasn’t sure what had been going on,
it’s been about four or five years old then, and I know that Dean
Vince Boudreau was heading it, so I decided to go up and take a
look. I sat in the President’s conference room with about twelve
students from that center, Powell fellows.
I looked at these wonderful young people, every hue, every color
was represented, the languages had accents and they went around
the room. They were the first ones in their families to go to college,
———————————————————
Gen. Powell, the 65th United States Secretary of State, is founder
of the Colin Powell School for Civic and Global Leadership at the
College. These remarks were delivered in the Great Hall on the
occasion of the investiture of Vincent G. Boudreau, the College’s
13th president.

Continued on Page 16
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and they were proud of it, and they knew they were changing the
history of their family by going to college. It came back to me, and
the only emotion, the only thing I could think of was, these students
are me 50 years ago. I came up the same path. That immigrant
path, that path of low income, but a path that was set me on by parents who cared about me. Parents who made it clear that we came to
this country for a new life, for the economy, and to raise children.
I saw these twelve wonderful people in that room that day, I
said to myself, “I’ve got to get involved more deeply with this.” And
I did. On that day, Vince Boudreau and I formed a partnership. Vince
and I had a vision that it should include teaching young students
what it means to serve others. Let’s get the word “service” into our
title. Over time it developed even more service and leadership. I’m so
proud of how the faculty responded to that.
It was our vision, but a vision is nothing unless it’s executed
well. That was what this gentleman, who is now the President of this
College, did so well. He knew how to
get things done, he had the right kind
of personality to reach out to people, to
convince them that this was the right
way to have an educational process be
successful. He did all of those things.
Then, about five and a half years
ago, it was noted that this was going
so well, that perhaps it should be expanded. It was a vision that Vince had,
and he gave it to President Coico, and
she bought it, we took it to the board,
and they approved the creation of the
Colin Powell School for Civic and Global
Leadership.
I’m sometimes criticized for the
words I use, but I call them my Ellis Island kids, these are my immigrant kids,
these are my favorite people on Earth. Young people who are minorities, 95% minorities, 80% said they were born in another country. If
that’s not the soul of America, I don’t know what is.
I want to thank Vince again for all the years that we have been
working together, for all he has done. I hated to lose him as the
dean, but in the military, you know, you got to let good people move
up. I know he will do for City College what he did for the Powell
School. I want to thank Dee Dee Mozeleski for the amazing work she
has performed working for my dear friend Vince. Also, my assistant,
Peggy Cifrino, who has worked closely with Dee Dee and with Vince
over these years.
My friends, this is a day to remember history of this college, the
Free Academy of New York: let the children of the rich sit with the
children of the poor, and the only measure will be their quality, and
how they take care of one another. In my judgment, in my experience, I can think of no one better able to take on the responsibilities
of president of The City College of New York than the man who is now
about to be invested, President Vince Boudreau.

FENCING

In white uniforms, the 2018 women’s fencing team and recent graduates with members of the 1970s men’s fencing teams who are supporting a revival of the sport

Angels with Swords

Foilists, epéeists, and sabreurs of yesteryear lend ladies a helping hand
By Jerry Moy ’72

S

ANTANA’S BREW “Black
Magic Woman” and Carole
King crooned “It’s too Late”
on the radio airwaves. “All in
the Family” and the “Mary
Tyler Moore Show” were the
prime time television hits. The
Vietnam War divided the nation. CCNY students marched
in outrage over the massacre
of students at Kent State by
the National Guard. They were
joined by actress-activist Jane
Fonda for a major anti-war
protest on South Campus. Tuition was free.
It was the 1970s.
And somehow, out on Amsterdam Ave. amid the dark,
dank confines of Lewisohn
Stadium, CCNY’s history athletic facility and concert venue,
a men’s Varsity fencing team
thrived.
Under the tutelage of
Coaches Edward Lucia and

The men’s team circa 1970
Frank Seeley, the Beavers of
those days competed with the
powerhouse fencing schools of
the time, NYU, Columbia, the
U.S. Naval Academy, Harvard,
West Point, and others. CCNY
competed in NCAA championships, produced a number

of All-American fences, and
generally fared well each year,
finishing in the middle of the
pack.
It was during those exciting
and turbulent years, as a sophomore, that I had joined the
men’s fencing team, exactly

why and who convinced me to
do so, are lost among my misty
memories.
What I do remember is that
it was a thrilling time, learning
new skills, having new experiences, traveling, meeting new
people, making friends and developing team camaraderie. I
learned to wield the sabre, the
slashing weapon modeled after
the cavalry weapon for soldiers
on horseback.
For the next three years. I
trained and competed at the
Varsity level and received a
great CCNY education. I graduated and I hung up my sabre
for good, or so I thought.
Fast forward four plus
decades. Today, music and
television are streamed to your
personal device. World politics
and issues are equally concerning. Lewisohn Stadium is long
Please Turn to Next Page
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gone. Also gone is the men’s
fencing team, falling victim to
Title IX and budgetary constraints.
Working with old, “hand
me down” equipment, limited
budget, sharing non-dedicated
practice space, and traveling to
competitions in a break down
prone school van, the fencing
team has managed to survive,
under the guidance of current
coach, Paul Yuen. Two alumni,
former members of the 60s and
70s era men’s fencing teams,
Arnold Messing (epee) and
Joseph Wu (sabre) contribute
their support as volunteer
coaches. Helpful, but more was
needed.
In early 2017, at a Asian
Alumni Reunion, some members of the men’s fencing team
reunited and shared stories,
photos and Chinese food. We
remembered our focus on fencing and our bond as a team, and
that we also carried full course
loads and never forgot the reason we were at CCNY, to get an
education. After 40 plus years,
we found our lives had led in
many different directions with
careers in construction, medicine, government, linguistics,
engineering, education, social
work, marketing, and yes, even
fencing.
We lamented the demise of
our intercollegiate sport, but
also learned that against all
odds, there was still a Division
III women’s fencing team at
City College.
I discovered that several of
my teammates, unlike me, had
continued to fence, after college. In fact, some of them had
never stopped.
After CCNY, Arnold Messing
went on to earn a Master’s in
Social Work and a pursued a
career in medical social work.
He does volunteer coaching

Fencing coaches Edward Lucia and
Frank Seeley’s student athletes
continued on to careers in engineering, social work, architecture
and information technology,
among others. Below, an off-campus competition.

for the women’s fencing team
during the competitive season.
“Fencing has been an integral part of my life for over 50
years,” Arnold told me. “At 18,
I joined the fencing team and
have been involved with the
sport in one way or another to
this day. My love and devotion
to fencing has never faded.
Success in fencing enhanced
my self- esteem, taught me to
cope under stress, helped me
deal with the challenges one
faces in life and, of course, kept
me in shape.”
Arnold makes the weekly
hour and a half trek from his
home in Brooklyn to the College to coach women’s epee.
His efforts have paid off for
his students, including Judine
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Watlis who was the Eastern
Women’s Fencing Conference
2017 Woman of the Year and
Anna Kornak, who competed
at the 2018 NCAA Northeast
Regional, winning through the
third round, and placing in the
top third of the competition.
He continues fencing competitively after 50 years and is
the 2016 gold medalist in the
Epee Veteran World Championships.
Following his graduation
with a degree in Architecture,
Wang Yung moved on to a career as a registered architect
for more than 30 years. He
continued fencing during these
years and is now pursuing his
“second” career, in fencing. He
is a celebrated sabre fencing

coach and holder of gold, silver,
and bronze medals in Veteran
World Championships. He
continues to compete in sabre
and provides coaching and instruction at Infinity Fencing in
New Jersey.
“After fencing for 40-plus
years and coaching for about
half of that time, fencing has
evolved from a personal journey of discovery of myself to
sharing fencing with others as
a tool to empower,” he said. “At
CCNY, I discovered fencing
as an expression of discipline
to overcome a myriad of challenges. Looking back, what I
learned is very much a part
of me in all that I do in and
outside of fencing. I hope that
fencing at CCNY will continue

FENCING
From this initial
meeting, a “Friends
of CCNY Fencing”
group was formed
to unite the efforts
of fencing team
alumni and friends
to support the
current women’s
fencing team.

to offer others the chance to
have experiences like mine.”
Two other teammates, Joe
Wu and Jack Lee are also still
involved with fencing.
Wu earned a Masters at the
College in Industrial Engineering and led teams in engineering and process design projects
for the U.S. Army Corp of Engineers and other organizations.
He is also a volunteer coach for
the women’s team. He follows
the team to their competitions
and recorded many of the
bouts and posted them to YouTube and other sites.
“I emphasized technique as
did Coach Lucia when he gave
a lesson,” Joe said. “The sport
required me to analyze a match
and make adjustments to try

to win it. Above all, I learned
the virtue of dedication and acceptance of my limitations and
doing the best with the abilities
that I have. I also enjoyed the
camaraderie of being a member of the team and making
friends that I have stayed in
touch with many years after I
had left CCNY.”
Lee graduated from the
School of Engineering and
joined IBM Research for a
nearly 30 year career as an Advisory Engineer working with
museums and libraries all over
the world, traveling to Israel,
Russia, Germany, Rome, and
Taiwan. He remembers that
being on the varsity fencing
team as a “privilege.”
“We were very lucky to have

excellent coaching staff and
supportive teammates. The lessons learned and friendships
made have lasted a lifetime. I
recently returned to fencing
after ten years. It is as if I never
stopped. I have received so
much from being on the fencing team that I felt compelled
to give back. It is my way of
paying forward. My hope is
to someday restore the men’s
fencing team.”
So our reunion discussion
progressed from the current
challenges facing the women’s
fencing team and what we
could do to help the team to
be more successful and raising the possibility that a new
men’s varsity team might be
a possibility. From this initial
meeting, a “Friends of CCNY
Fencing” group was formed
to unite the efforts of fencing
team alumni and friends to
support the current women’s
fencing team.
The group, which includes
Lee (epee), Messing (epee),
Wu (sabre) and myself, set out
to identify the issues facing the
current program and come up
with some solutions. Our discussions have included input
from Coach Yuen and the College administration, including
President Boudreau. With this
direction, the “Friends” moved
forward with a plan to acquire
and donate critically needed
equipment to the team.
Over the next several
months, funds were donated

by alumni, friends, and family
and used to buy four scoring
machines, reels and cables.
This equipment supplements
the one existing machine and
will allow the team to simultaneously practice multiple sessions, as well as provide “back
up” for the primary scoring
machine used during competitions.
I took on the project of refurbishing the equipment to stand
out with College’s signature
“lavender” color paint and Beavers Fencing Team decals and
dedication plaques. Each scoring machine now has a brass
plaque, recognizing the efforts
of past fencing coaches Edward
Lucia, Frank Seeley, Roi Green
and Neil Lazar. The equipment
was presented to the college in
Shepard Hall on September 21,
2017, in time for the 2017-2018
competition season.
Fencing was a wonderful
experience. I learned to think
strategically and tactically; to
incorporate that dual thinking
while facing an opponent in a
match. I found this approach
was also helpful in both
work and life. Perhaps most
importantly I learned that
persistence, the “never give
up” attitude was often what it
took to win a match or to be
successful. I haven’t fenced
or even picked up a sabre in
decades, but perhaps it’s never
too late!
And perhaps, expansion of
our women’s program to add
a men’s varsity squad is an
achievable goal as well.
_____________________________
Jerry Moy graduated with a
degree in Psychology and went
on to a 35 year career as a business executive with Information
Technology companies that
included AT&T, EDS, Siemens,
and IBM, in Business Development, Marketing and Sales. He
has worked with and developed
technology projects for global
clients in the Financial Services,
Healthcare and other industries.
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‘‘

Many citizens of New York are not in favor of this
college; they say that the greater part of its students intend
to follow none of the learned professions, and that in a
business career a college education is needless. They say
that not only are the years spent in college wasted, but that
habits of indolence are formed which are very injurious to
there after life.
We are afraid that this last statement is in some instances
very true, but we are sure our friends that they need entertain no such fears for us; for in no institution in the world,
except, perhaps the British universities, are all the offices
so prompt in warning a student of his sins of omission,
or more merciless in dismissals. But as to our labor being
wasted, in a business point of view, we can only say that
college is not a place where a profession is learned, but a
place where the mind is cultured and the understanding
quickened, and the more education a man receives the more

‘‘

With Friends Like These

Seventy-three young men were considerably astonished and, perhaps, indignant a few weeks ago upon hearing their names read in chapel for deficiency. Now, since
no one is allowed to enter the chapel after the ringing of the
first bell, it is amusing to see the look of relief which settles
on the face of the freshman as he gets in .

Of Late

In the eighth decade of the 19th Century, the College inched slowly toward a new era of growth and change.
Enrollment had recently breached a barrier, having recorded for the first time attendance of more than 1,000 men.
Industrialization was slowly forcing change upon the course of study.
And students were commenting freely about their college — and their changing world.
The following excerpts have been selected from Spring, 1880 issues of the student publication, The Mercury.

From the Morris Raphael Cohen Library Archives

The CCNYWaYBackMachine
The More Things Change

A LOOK BACK
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Jan , 1879

—Thomas
Edison
patents electric
incandescent
lamp

— US census is
50,155,783

June , 1880

‘‘

James A.
Garfield (R)
elected 20th
US President
1881 –Garfield
assassinated
1881 – Chester A.
Arthur inaugurated
The first
commemoration
of Labor Day was
held in New York
City when 10,000
workers
held a march.

Sept 5, 1882

May 24 , 1883

The
Brooklyn
Bridge
is opened.

Gettysburg hero
General Alexander
Webb was president
of CCNY

1869-1902

The greatest good that can be conferred on a people is the means of intellectual culture. Diagones easily
observed that education was sobriety to the young, a consolation to the old and an ornament to the rich. Socrates
declared that a life which was not one of inquiry was no
life for a man. The modern philosopher asserts that the
greatest good for the greatest number must be the prime
factor in every movement deserving the name of progress;
and what does the greatest good to the greatest number
mean, but the offering to the individual, and the community, the opportunity to obtain an education.

A Free Education

every man puts his hat and coat
where it is most convenient,
and many complaints come
from the freshman that
they are crowded by men
from other classes, to the
great annoyance, and to the
injury, if not distraction, of
their property.

Oct 28 , 1886

The
Statue
of Liberty
is dedicated
by President Grover
Cleveland
in NY Harbor.

The eastern section
of the US undergoes
a great snow storm,
killing 400
people.

March, 1888

Oct , 1888

The
Washington
Monument officially
opens to the
general public.

Let free education be the cornerstone of
our country ... when the brain intoxicated by
the first draught of learning’s nectar sweet, can
drink deeper and sober itself again, can then
exclaim with language akin to that of Latimerand his fellow bishop Ridley, when burning at
the stake for upholding liberty of conscience:
“We have kindled such a torch“ of intelligence
in America “as we trust in God shall never be
extinguished.“

‘‘

We have constant examples of man of
means educated at the aristocratic seats of learning
abroad, entirely and forever alienated from our
republican institutions. They soon find themselves
in sympathy with the facetious declaration of the
distinguished historian
John Lothrop Motley, who said: “Give me the luxuries of life, I will do without the necessities;.” That
is, give them the pomp and splendor of a throne
and a haughty nobility and the necessities of the
people they will not concern themselves about.

‘‘

Twelve young men, members of the student mechanical society, with a model steam piston engine, outside the 23rd Street campus circa late19th century.

Nov 2 , 1880

A TIME IT WAS

During the past year, several overcoats have been
stolen from this college, and not withstanding the fact
that two of the thieves have been imprisoned, another
theft was committed last Friday. The only means we can
suggest which might stop this is to assign to each student
a certain place where he must put his clothing. At present,

‘‘

Coat-napped

A rumor spread through the college to the effect
that President Webb had resigned or was about to do so, on
account of continued illness. We found, however, that the
rumor had not the slightest foundation.

‘‘

Fake News

While other colleges are exercised about their gymnasiums, we can only look on and wish we had one. The
next best thing however, for our students to do is to join one
of the many private establishments in the city. The young
men’s Christian Association has a very good gymnasium.
The charges are seven dollars per year, for which you get,
in addition, the benefit of the library, the reading room, the
lectures, etcetera.

‘‘

Look On and Wish

intelligent he is.

FACULTY AUTHORS

Out of This World
Renowned Author Kaku’s Guide to New Era of Exploration
Dr. Michio Kaku is the Semat Professor of Theoretical Physics at City College and New York Times bestselling author. The Future of Humanity (Doubleday), his newest New York Times bestseller, is available in print
and audio books at mkaku.org. This article is adapted from Professor Kaku’s remarks in February, 2018.

I

T’S ALWAYS DANGEROUS to make predictions. The great philosopher of the western world, Yogi Berra, once said, “Prediction is hard to
do, especially if it’s about the future.”
Today, we are witnessing a new era in space exploration. Earlier this
year, millions and millions of people watched on the internet the historic
space launch of the Falcon Heavy moon rocket. No ordinary rocket, the
Falcon Heavy is capable of putting astronauts on the moon, financed through the
private wealth of Silicon Valley billionaires, in this case, Elon Musk. His gamble
comes at a time when the cost of space travel is dropping. A Hollywood movie
about Mars today costs more than launching a probe to orbit Mars.
As a child, Musk was inspired by Isaac Asimov’s classic Foundation trilogy
and its vision of galactic civilization. Foundation, of course, is science fiction. The
question is, how far can we push this technology?
In December of 2019, NASA will launch its Space Launch System, a robotic,
three-week mission to orbit the moon and return to earth. In 2023, humans will
board the SLS and go around the moon. In 2026,
we’ll build a lunar orbiter, a satellite that will circle
the moon and give a permanent presence on the
moon. By 2030, it’s going to be on to Mars. Some
people are saying that by that time we may have
space tourism on the moon, maybe you’ll get married on the moon, perhaps you’ll go on vacation on
the moon!
Mars is a frozen desert. It’s frozen, but we hope
to unfreeze it with time. Transport to Mars takes
nine months. Once we get there, we’ll have to use
what’s already on Mars. Lava tubes are caverns
that could serve as an underground base of operations. Next, we’ll mine the ice. Why mine the ice?
Because ice can be melted for drinking purposes,
you can also separate it
Please Turn to Page 16

The SDSS J0150+2725 Cluster , some three billion light-years away, as observed by the NASA Hubble Space Telescope in May 2018.
In the upper part of the frame, the light from distant galaxies has been smeared and twisted into odd shapes, arcs and streaks.
This bending of light indicates the presence a monstrous gravitational influence of an unseen giant galaxy cluster. photo:nasa.gov
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Continued From Page 14

out into oxygen for breathing and hydrogen for rocket fuel.
And so, mining operations will be formed on Mars, followed by agriculture. We can genetically modify algae, genetically modify plants so they
would thrive in a cold Martian atmosphere. Another possibility is to terraform Mars. If you can raise the surface temperature of Mars by just six
degrees, then you have a runaway greenhouse effect that takes place.
Another idea is to mine the asteroid belt for rare minerals. This is not
cheap, but Google billionaires have asked permission to begin the process
of mining asteroids, to capture an asteroid. They contain rare elements,
including platinum, that’ll be worth billions of dollars. One small asteroid
just 50 feet across may contain $30 billion worth of precious minerals.
We’re also looking at the moons of Saturn and Jupiter. NASA has already okayed a mission to Europa, a moon of Jupiter. It’s very cold at
Europa, but, under its ice cover is an ocean, bigger than the oceans of the
earth. It could be the biggest ocean in the solar system underneath the
ice cover.
There are
The galaxy probably contains billions of
plans to
Earth-like planets. Habitable worlds could
submerge a
submarine
be the norm in outer space, there could be
into the sea
advanced civilizations, and we want to go there. of Europa.
We now
realize that
life can thrive throughout the solar system in oceans of the moons of planets like Jupiter and Saturn. If alien civilizations exist in our solar system,
they would likely be aquatic because oceans could be commonplace on
these moons.
Beyond Jupiter and Saturn, the imagination runs wild. We have discovered 4,000 exoplanets orbiting other stars. At least 20 of them are Earthlike planets. The galaxy probably contains billions of Earth-like planets.
Habitable worlds could be the norm in outer space, there could be advanced civilizations, and we want to go there.
Stephen Hawking proposed that we send chips, computer chips to the
stars. Breakthrough Starshot is a $100 million research and engineering
program aiming to demonstrate proof of concept for laser light-propelled
nano crafts. These could fly at 20 percent of the speed of light and capture
images of possible planets and other scientific data in our nearest star system, Alpha Centauri, just 20 years away at the velocity of 20 percent of the
speed of light. This is incredible, and Silicon Valley billionaires are paying
for it. More than $100 million has been raised to build the first starship. A
starship that is the size of a postage stamp!
Here is my favorite form of star travel. By the end of the century, we’ll
know so much about the human brain that we’ll put it on the laser beam
and shoot it to outer space. If our connectome, our neural pathways in the
brain, can be codified, we can put it on a laser beam and shoot it to the
moon.
In one second, your consciousness will be on the moon. Twenty minutes
you’ll be on Mars. Four years, you’ll be in the nearest star system. You can
forget flying saucers and UFOs because any advanced civilization would
prefer to travel at the speed of light, the speed of light riding on a light
beam to the stars.
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“We Can Do
Remarkable
Things”
Continued From Page 8
rifts, and governments that lean
towards repression.
We have, as a nation, moved
in fits and starts away from repression, and towards a deeper
understanding of one another.
Not always in every place, or for
everyone, or at every time, but
steadily in ways that at least bend
as the saying goes towards justice.
But, the road has never been untroubled, and we are now working
our way through a particularly
difficult patch, marked in places
by what seems to be the willful
embrace of what is meanest, and
least generous in our nature.
I say this now in connection to
our City College, because it puts
us, every one of us, on the front
lines of a struggle for the future
and the soul of our nation. What
we do every day at City College,
and in places like City College,
is this, we set ourselves against
the proposition that the American dream is small, or that is
restricted, or that it is ungenerous.
We defy the idea that where you
come from, or how you got here,
or what you look like, or where
you pray, or who you love has
any bearing on your place in our
society. We reject the idea that the
circumstances of your birth define
the pathways of your life. We
work in the understanding that we
do not now live in the world we
were meant to inhabit, we build
it every day, and we defend what
we build when we must, and I
promise you, on this campus, we
will make that defense.
Here, of all places, in this
great hall, we are reminded that
we must undertake this work,
generation by generation, in who
we teach, and what knowledge
we share, in the opportunities we
make possible, and the encourage
we give those who seek a better
future. These are our values, this

COVER STORY
is our mission, and in their pursuit we have, each one of us, the
opportunity to be extraordinary,
the chance to be beautiful, a
chance to make this institution
what it always has been, and
what it will be.
Here is my vision for City
College. We are, as many of you
know, virtually unrivaled in this
country in promoting social mobility among our students. We are
the second most successful college in this respect in the entire
nation, second only to our sister
school, Baruch, and part of a university system that is leading the
nation in this regard.
We must rededicate ourselves
to the idea of social mobility and
in that rededication, we must
broaden our understanding of
what it means on this campus.
We live in a time when social
mobility, the great engine that
drove our public life in the middle decades of last century, has
dwindled down to what Joseph
Stiglitz now defines as a statistical anomaly. We cannot allow
this condition to persist. We are
an institution that is filled with
writers, and researchers, professors who in their different departments, and their different fields
of endeavors, are identifying and
attacking the barriers to social
mobility. In my years on this
campus, I’ve come to know you
well, my good colleagues, and
this is what I’ve learned, you’re
not working in Harlem merely
because your campus happens to
be here, you’ve been drawn with
your particular commitments to
justice and equity to this special
spot to undertake very specific
kinds of work, and it is that work
in this place that keeps you close.
I say to you now, even if
you’re hearing it for the first
time, together we are an institution dedicated to an all-out
assault on the barriers to social
mobility, and it’s time we started
saying that. To the staff of this
college, so often the first to see
trouble in a student’s eyes, or the
first to prepare this campus in
the dark hours before the rest of

us arrive, the planners, and the
implementers of our finest aspirations, you are vital to this mission
too. We must vow here to make
this a place that both prepares
our students, and demonstrates
what we think their role should
be in society, and sets a standard
for the world outside these walls,
showing in no uncertain terms
the necessity and the beauty of
executing on our charge. My
good colleagues, this is what we
stand for. This is how we must
be known, and in claiming this
identity, let us now shake off the
vestiges of our recent difficulties
and be renewed and reborn.

of an individual to live a secure
and full life, to make a life for
themselves, if these are the issues
that matter to you, then we are a
united people.
I ask you to stand with this
campus, and I promise you that
we will stand with you. Where
we have seemed maybe closed,
we will be open, and where we
have seen perhaps to talk to ourselves, we will speak with you
to the world. Together we can do
remarkable things, and I’m so
very optimistic of our future, let
us stand together.
To the sons and daughters of
City College gathered here, those

“We must undertake this work,
generation by generation,
in whom we teach
and what knowledge we share,
in the opportunities we make possible,
and the encouragement we give . . .
These are our values.
This is our mission.”

			
To my friends outside this
campus, I ask you, we must
stand together. I’ve had the rare
opportunity in these last months
to speak with civic and political
leaders in Harlem, Northern
Manhattan, the South Bronx, all
across New York. Many of those
people are here today, both on
the podium and in the audience. I
have this to say to you, if we are
the campus that I describe, if we
are a public institution not just in
the source of our funding, but in
the content of our commitments,
if the issues most vital to the underserved and vulnerable populations of our city, populations that
you represent, and that you serve,
and that you advocate for, if
these issues can cluster, as I think
they do, around conceptions of
social mobility, around those
things that undercut the capacity

— Dr. Vincent G. Boudreau
who have walked this path, and
returned to their college, or perhaps those who see some reason,
despite having no early affiliation
with this college, to donate their
attention, and their time, and
their advocacy, and their treasure
to this institution, I say this, I
need you. I need your support
and your enthusiasm, and your
commitment, and your advocacy.
This mission of ours, the tasks
that I have set for this college,
and for my presidency, it’s the
right mission for these times, it’s
the right mission for our history,
and for our geography, and for
our place among the great institutions in the greatest city of the
world. I ask you, join me, help
me advocate for this institution,
fight for it, and fight for everything that it represents.
Finally, to my students, I wish

for you to understand something
important. We meet you, and we
work with you as individuals,
we help you individually map
out a future for yourself, and
plan a path to success. We can’t
let the unique promise that each
one of you represents fall by the
wayside. But, I also want you
to know that I think of you as a
class, leaving this campus each
spring in waves, setting out in
groups to make your impact on
the world, provisioned by the
knowledge that this institution
provides you.
We’ve always been a place
that sends new Americans out
into the world, or Americans who
are new to a rising sense of their
potential place in our society.
Last week I met the great-greatgreat-granddaughter of William
Hallett Greene, the first African
American to graduate from City
College, class of 1884. Today, we
more often send young people
into the world for whom education is the glue binding them
to a new country, and we hope
providing them a more secure
place in a country in which they
have often not felt secure. In establishing their position, they are
making a place for others, you
students are making a place for
others.
I say to you, social mobility
is your mission too, not just as
it will be reflected in your lives,
but in what you’ll stand for, and
I hope how you will advocate a
better place in this world for generations to come. On top of that, I
want you, I ask you never to forget that this place, this great hall,
this storied institution, was made
in the first instance, and is remade every year for you, exactly
and precisely for the people you
are today. I’m as proud as can be
to serve as the 13th President of
this great institution.
I accept the charge, and the
responsibility given to me today
with a glad heart, and a full
measure of its weight, and a cup
that is brimming with optimism
for our future. Thank you. Thank
you.
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STEVE SOMMERSTEIN ‘65

Iconic photos from the Civil Rights Movement taken on March 25, 1965
by CCNY student journalist Stephen Somerstein as Martin Luther King
Jr. and over 25,000 civil rights marchers gathered at the Alabama State
Capitol were the subject of a recent photo exhibit at Lousiana’s Old
State Capitol. The show, entitled “Freedom Journey: Remembering Martin Luther King Jr.” commemorated the 50th anniversary of King’s death
on April 4, 1968. Sommerstein, had covered the marchers’ 54-mile walk
over five days from Selma, Ala. to the capital city, Montgomery. Then
a 24-year-old physics major enrolled in the College’s Evening School,
Somerstein was a top editor at Main Events, the Evening School newspaper. His collection of 55 black and white and color photographs has
been featured at numerous exhibits around the nation. Nonviolent activists organized the marches to advocate for African-American citizens’
right to vote. An earlier attempt to march the route on March 7, 1965,
was halted when police attacked unarmed marchers with billy clubs and
tear gas after they crossed the county line on the Edmund Pettus Bridge. Somerstein enjoyed a long career as both a space scientist and a documentary photographer, staying true to both is academic major and love of photography. He had already covered
the March on Washington in 1963 and of his decision to head south to Alabama upon hearing the national call of Dr. King for
support, he recently recalled: “My original plan was to photograph students from (City College) and follow them through. That
instantly evaporated when I realized that this was a far bigger story than a few students from my college.”
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CLASS NOTES

VARSITY BASEBALL COACH DR. JOHN LaPLACE
Birthday greetings to beloved varsity baseball coach Dr. John LaPlace,
96 years old and still strutting his CCNY gear in far off Norway where
his resides with wife Olaug. Dr. LaPlace recently connected via internet with his “line-up’ of former Beaver ball players from nearly 60
years ago: Bob Adler, Ron Weiss, Bob Demas, Tony Piscitello, Luby
Mlynar, Bob Esnard, Peter Magnani and Bill Nicholas. “After college,
we all enjoyed success in business, the professions, and government
which we attribute to our excellent CCNY tuition-free education
and lessons learned on the baseball field under Doc La Place,” said
Nicholas.

LILLIAS WHITE ‘78

is performing in the East Coast
Premiere of a new musical
called Half Time at the Paper
Mill Playhouse in New Jersey
through July 1, 2018. She won
the Tony Award for Best Featured Actress in a Musical and
Drama Desk Award in 1997 for
Outstanding Featured Actress in
a Musical for portraying Sonja
in Cy Coleman’s The Life. She
was nominated for a Tony Award
again in 2010 for her work as
Funmilayo in Fela Kuti’s Fela!.
She received the Townsend
Harris Medal for post graduate
achievement in 1999.

IN MEMORIAM

Max Blum ’38
Irving Schneider ’39
Sidney Weiss ’40
Melvin Cohn ’41
Max Weitzman ’41
Frances Lacher ’42
Alvin Dobsevage ’42
Kenneth Glemby ’43
Judith Roothaan ’44
Mark Clements ’44
Jerome Luntz ’44
Daniel Eth ’45
Robert M. Kieval ’46
Norman Kowalsky ’47
James Petrica ’47
Stanley Alan Weinroth ’48
Charles Yanofsky ’48
Fred Jacob ’48
Dominick Maimone ’48
Jerome Chatzky ’48
Abraham Baumel ’48
Arnold Wagner ’49
Solomon Norman ’49
Melvin Simon ’49
Mildred Heimlich ’49
Judd B. Gervey ’50
Kenneth Stone ’50
Will Gersch ’50
Bertram Magenheim ’50
Abraham Silverzweig ’51
Arthur Riddick ’51
Ralph Rehmet ’53

Bernard Lloyd ’53
Raymond Osinoff ’54
Paul Horowitz ’56
Claude A. Le Monier ’56
Gerd Weindling ’56
Getler Michael ’56
Arnold Farber ’56
Constantine Pappas ’57
Donald Solomon ’57
Abraham Reback ’58
Edward Giesecke’59
Nicholas Livote ’60
John F. Messerschmitt ’60
Rudolph M. Rimanich ’61
Stanley Hittman ’62
Martin Small ’63
Dr. Benjamin Chau ’63
Larry E Stinhauer ’65
Peter Gloeggler ’65
Rudolph Chaloupka ’65
Sal Campanelli ’66
Dr. Leon Paretsky ’66
Donald Schlesinger ’67
Teresa Daitz ’67
Joel Rassman ’67
Stephen Metsch ’68
George Rakoczy ’70
Michael Greenstein ’71
Edward J. Novack ’72
Paul Zazzera ’78
Pedro Gonzales ’83
Prof. Robert B. Darnell
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MELVIN B. GOODMAN
’45 posthumously

Dr. RICHARD HERTZBERG
‘60 ME

LOUIS MENACHE

is the author of a new memoir The
Triple Wammy and Other Russian Stories, published by New
Academia Publishing, an engrossing
and timely effort in Russian studies
and American politics at a time
when Moscow is again front-page
news. The stories are rich with his
encounters with Russians and the
friendships he developed with them
and the pleasures and pains of visiting, working and living in the USSR
and in post-Soviet Russia. Menache
is a Professor Emeritus at NYU
where he taught Russian History
and Contemporary World History.

Dr. Hertzberg, former chairman
of the Department of Materials
Science and Engineering at Lehigh
University, received the 2017
Paul Paris Gold Medal from the
International Congress of Fracture.
The award recognizes lifetime
contributions to the study of fatigue
crack propagation in engineering
structures such as aircraft and
bridges.

Hertzberg

JOEL STRASSER ‘61

Marquis Who’s Who, the world’s
premier publisher of biographical profiles, has awarded Joel
Strasser with the Albert Nelson
Marquis Lifetime Achievement
Award. Strasser is an accomplished technology communicator is known for his personal
involvement with the marketing
introductions of some of the
industry’s first iconic consumer
electronics products.

MURRAY LEVINE ‘49

Approaching 90 years old, Murray
Levine, SUNY Buffalo Distinguished Service Professor Emeritus,
has just published his romance
novel, New Beginnings, published
by BookLocker. A well published
academic, his classic textbook,
Principles of Community Psychology, will be published in a Chinese
translation this year.
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Strasser

City College has awarded a
posthumous degree to the late Dr.
Melvin B. Goodman, who withdrew from the College in 1943 and
volunteered for military service
in World War II. Upon discharge
from the U.S. Army, Goodman
was admitted to Cornell Medical
College based on his two years at
CCNY and subsequent academic
study in the Army. He returned
to service during the Korean War
and enrolled in the first class of
the Epidemic Intelligence Service,
originally established due to
biological warfare concerns. His
son, Gordon Goodman, asked City
College to review his father’s academic records and determine if Dr.
Goodman’s course of study entitled
a degree posthumously. President
Vincent Boudreau presented the
diploma to the family in May. Dr.
Goodman, a native of the Bronx,
died in 2006.

HAZELLE GOODMAN ‘86

is in a new show at the Triad
Cabaret on May 11, 2018 called
“What’s Going On.” Her
one-woman show called Hazelle! was adapted for the screen
by HBO in 1995, and earned
two Cable Ace nominations in
the Best Comedy Special and
Best Performer categories. Her
credits include roles in Woody
Allen’s Deconstructing Harry
and in Homicide: Life on the
Street. Hazelle was a Townsend
Harris Medalist for post graduate achievement in 1998.

CLASS NOTES

Agnello

TONY AGNELLO ‘71 EE
MICHAL GAVISH ’82

The work of this chemist turned artist, entitled “Crystalline City,” was the subject of a solo exhibition in April and May at the galleries of Long Island University - Brooklyn. Gavish earned a PhD
in Chemisty from CUNY. She later turned to artistic endeavors that intergrate the two disciplines.
“Crystalline City,” is a rearrangement of her own photography of city buildings, including the College’s landmarked Gothic buildings, using a special printing method that she developed as a chemist.
Visit her website: michalgavish.com.

The Recording Academy™
announced that Tony Agnello and
Richard Factor are the Technical
GRAMMY® Award recipients.
Agnello and Factor, through their
company Eventide, have influenced
recording production for nearly five
decades. These include inventing
and producing a wide variety of
original audio effect devices, creating the first rack-mounted special
effect processors for studio use,
and making sophisticated studio
processors available to musicians.
Their landmark H910 Harmonizer® effects processor contains
underlying technology that forms
the basis of all pitch-shifting and
pitch-correction devices today. Mr.
Agnello says “My CCNY education was instrumental in preparing
me for my career as an inventor,
product developer, and audio signal
processing expert.”

ZACK ROGOW ‘77

teaches writing at the University
of Alaska Anchorage, is co-author
of the play, “Colette Uncensored,”
about the French author Colette,
which was performed at London’s
Canal Café Theatre in May.

ISRAEL E. WACHS ’73BE ChE

Wachs

Israel Wachs, the G. Whitney Snyder Professor of Chemical
and Biomolecular Engineering at Lehigh University, was
recently granted the RH Wilhel Award at the 2016 national meeting of American Institute of Chemical Engineers
(AlChE) in San Francisco. He has also been awarded a
Fulbright Senior Scholar Fellowship to study at Technion-Israel Institute of Technology in Haifa, Israel during
the spring semester of the 2018-19 academic year. During
a three decade career, Wachs contributions to the field have
been integral to the development of cutting edge research,
new technologies and emerging growth areas.

Rogow
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KARLENE HAMILTON ‘08

- Reggae Artist and Poet has
published an inspirational book
taken from her personal experience
entitled Mountain Mover. The book
shares the inspiring story of this
native Jamaican’s journey as Reggae artist and new Christian, Queen
Majeeda, to
New York
City to
record and
her struggle
to pursue
higher
education.
A Jamaican
native,
Karlene
Hamilton is
a musician,
recording artist, poet, and educator.
She has performed poetry, given
lectures, and taught poetry writing
workshops in a variety of venues in
Jamaica and the United States. She
currently teaches in Ocala, Florida.
Mountain Mover is available at
www.teachservices.com.

SIGFRIED KRA

‘54

Twilight in Danzig, (Pleasure
Boat Studio Publishing, Seattle)
based on his unsettling days
growing up Jewish in the city of
Danzig (now Gdansk) as the rise
of Nazi Germany upended his
family’s comfortable upper class
life. At age 9 in 1939, he emigrated with his
family to
New York
and later
earned a
bachelor’s
degree. Dr.
Kra attended medical
school in
France and
Switzerland
and completed his training in
cardiology at Yale. Now 86 years
old, Dr. Kra is still practicing in
Connecticut and teaching at Yale
Medical School and the Quinnipiac University Netter School of
Medicine.

Simon Bolivar Awards

The Latino Alumni Group presented the 11th Annual Simon
Bolivar Awards to Willy L. Zambrano ’90,’92 Arch., left,
the president of the Queens Foundation for Architecture. Also
honored were Dr. David Gomez, second from right, president of Hostos
Community College and Luz Elenia Correa ‘08, communications director for
Union Community Health Centers in the Bronx. President Vince Boudreau, center,
and Franklin Chuqui ‘09, right, were on hand to greet and present the awards.

JOSEPH ALIOTTA ‘80 Arch

The 2018 Jury of Fellows from the
American Institute of Architects
(AIA) has elevated Joseph Aliotta
to its prestigious College of Fellows, an honor awarded to members who have made significant
contributions to the architecture
profession. He is being honored at
a ceremony on June 22 at the AIA
Conference on Architecture 2018
in New York City.
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Office of Emergency Management Headquarters, Brooklyn, N.Y. “. . . this project is my
proudest achievement.”

THE ALUMNUS CROSSWORD

The Buildings of CCNY
By Miriam Smith

Across

1. The College’s original five landmark
buildings were designed by George
Browne ___ in the Neo-Gothic style.
4. ______ Hall, High School of
Math, Sciences & Engineering, named
after Charles ______ , a renowned
chemistry professor.
12. It has 28 member states (abbr.)
15. Unpleasant underarm smell (abbr.)
16. Critic ___ Louise Huxtable
18. One with a beat
19. Rewrite
20. Monetary value of all goods and
services (abbr.)
21. ____ Hall, named after Edward
M. ____, who graduated in 1869.
24. ___ Hall has always been a
gym for City College. It was named
after George Wood ___, a graduate
of the Free Academy who promoted
physical health.
26. Plural of eyrir
28. Sounding thin or twangy
29. Antidepressant medication (abbr.)
30. Egg on
31. Townsend _____ Hall, named in
honor of the founder of the college.
33. Compton-_____ Hall, housing
the Theatre and Speech Department
was named after George _____,
chief engineer of the Panama Canal.
38. Townsend Harris Hall is the home
of the Sophie _____ School of
Biomedical Education.
39. Holy person (abbr.)
40. Fess (up)
41. Unnoticed
43. Austere rural dwelling in S.A.
46. Fuzzy flower, looks like a bee
48. Infrared radiation (abbr.)
50. Trimmed
52. __ and behold!
53. Rank above Sgt.
54. Covered with dirt
55. Parrot
57. Utopias
59. A __ Z
61. ___ Miss
62. A type of inflorescence
64. Japanese sash
66. Senior dance
68. University mil. group
72. “Nobody doesn’t like ___ Lee”
74. Kind of song
75. McCarthy quarry
77. Marcel ____
80. Ral starter, a wild Himalayan
sheep
82. Before noon
83. Metal rod in an umbrella
85. After NOPQ
86. Louisiana people
89. Post ___
90. Take too much
91. _______’s Kil
92. Sharpton
93. Cinematographer
97. Winemaker Thierry

99. Not morally correct
101. Missile’s path
102. I think, therefore I __
103. The _____ School of Engineering, part of Steinman Hall. is dedicated to Andrew _____, co-founder
and former CEO of Intel Corp. after his
donation of $26 million.
104. CUNY Advanced Science _____
Center provides high-end core facilities
and instrumentation.
106. CCNY’s dorms are known as The
_____.
109. Hitching posts?
110. “_____ live and breathe!”
111. Polite
112. East Semitic god
113. Channels for conveying water
117. Workers
120. Greek leftist terrorist group
121. Em, to Dorothy
122. Beast of burden
124. First word of Dante’s “Inferno”
125. French commune
126. Retweet (Abbr.)
127. Child prodigies
128. Appraises

Down

1. “Nova” network
2. “___la la!”
3. Animal with a snout
4. Flying exhibitionist
5. Between NC and GA
6. Bowed (to)

GREETINGS
FROM
THE HILLTOP!

M

7. Of indeterminate sex
8. Relax to the point of inertia
9. Actress Lupino
10. Beyond tipsy
11. New phone acronym
12. The North Academic Center houses
the School of ______.

ore than 120 vintage and antique postcards of the
landmark City College neo-Gothic campus are the stars of
a special showing at the archives of Morris Raphael Cohen
Library. Neighboring institutional buildings acquired by the College
are also prominently featured, such as the Hebrew Orphan Asylum,
which served as a student residence, and Manhattanville College of
the Sacred Heart, which became known as South Campus and actually
predated the neo-Gothic structures of 1907 by more than 60 years.
Memorabilia such as silk pieces illustrated with college scenes and
leather CCNY embossed pennants are also on display. The exhibit is
jointly curated by Dalton Whiteside, a CCNY architecture student who
contributed items from his personal collection, and Professor and
College Archivist Sydney Van Nort.

81. Family film
13. At a point near the source
84. Athletic event over high bar
14. CCNY is comprised of 36 tree-lined
86. Spiral shell
_____.
87. Artificial abstract language
17. Wood finishing varnish
88. Armageddon
20. Robert ___, author, aviator
91. Daffodils
22. When you’re coming back, about
92. Bar request
23. __Persei, variable star
93. __a-cha-cha
25. Noted Turner
94. Tag #My Crush Everyday
27. Cary ending, column
95. Tag # Real Life Experience
32. Doc bloc
96. ____ Science Building, named
33. Hospital bed
for Robert ____, renowned physicist
34. Ben ___
and President of CCNY. Also contains a
35. Holds fast
gym and pool.
36. Laughing so hard (abbr.)
98. Be off base
37. Bernard and Anne ___ School
99. WWW addresses
of Architecture, named for Bernard
100. The original buildings
___, ‘43.
were constructed with a combination
42. Optometrist
of Manhattan schist and ____ cotta.
43. Not susceptible to corrosion
103. Bollywood song
44. Henpeck
105. Geographers group
45. Kind of drive
107. The Howard E. ____ Adminis47. Group of instrumentalists
tration Building, named in honor of
49. ____ Hall, named after David
Howard E. ___ ‘55, distinguished
B. ____, graduate and renowned
alumnus and philanthropist.
civil engineer
108. Primary mental beginning
52. Bagel topper
111. Type of internal scan
55. French and
113. Letter after sigma
56. __men, vaginal corona
114. Bleed
58. Boar’s mate
115. Sec ending after first
60. Can you dig it?
116. Western tribe
63. Brown Shirts, Sturmabteilung 65.
118. 1973 unnamed litigant
Call to Bo-Peep
119. Message in a bottle?
67. Demig ending, minor deities
123. Senegal country code
69. Alfresco
70. Classes that meet on Tues. &
Thurs.
For
71. Eye bank donations
Crossword Puzzle
73. Deviations
Answers, Please Email:
74. Leaves for lunch?
76. Stylish, in the 60’s
thecitycollegealumnus@gmail.com
78. Objective case of we
79. French you
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THE ALUMNI ASSOCIATION OF THE CITY COLLEGE OF NEW YORK
Cordially Invites You To A Gala Event
SAVE THE DATE: N OVEMBER 8, 2018

138th Annual Alumni Dinner
Celebrated for the first time inside the magnificent Great Hall of The City College
T H E 7 1 st J O H N H . F I N L E Y A W A R D

Dr. Gregory H. Williams
11th President of City College
(2001 - 2009); nationally
recognized leader in higher
education, and best-selling
author of Life on The Color
Line (Dutton)

Christopher Cimino ’83
Award winning meteorologist
for NBC’s Today in New York,
United Cerebral Palsy
and Holy Name Medical Center
Humanitarian awards
2000 Townsend Harris Medalist

The Alumni Association
of The City College of New York
P.O. Box 177
New York, NY 10027

In recognition of exemplary dedicated service to the City of New York
while enhancing the quality of life of its people

THE 2018 TOWNSEND HARRIS MEDALISTS
Established in 1933 by a gift from the class of 1906 for outstanding postgraduate achievements in their fields.

Anthony Belli ’76E
Healthcare Executive,
author, nationally
prominent sales
consultant and speaker

Michael Del Giudice ’64 BBA
Investment banker; Chair, New York State
Committee on Scholastic Achievement; Trustee
Emeritus, the City University of New York;
Chair, New York State Racing Association

David Laub ’42CE
Professional Troy Celtics player of the American
Basketball League, one year before NBA founding;
CCNY Alumni Varsity Basketball Hall of Fame inductee
and construction executive retiring in 2017 at age 93.

Peter Delfyett ’80EE
Internationally recognized professor
and inventor in ultrafast photonics
at The College of Optics & Photonics,
University of Central Florida

Jack Laub ’47
Generic pharmaceutical pioneer,
decorated World War II Veteran, former
NBA player and CCNY Alumni Varsity
Basketball Hall of Fame inductee

SPECIAL RECEPTIONS AND REUNIONS
Diamond (60th) Anniversary Class of 1958
Golden (50th) Anniversary Class of 1968
Silver (25th) Anniversary Class of 1993
Five-Year Class Reunions: 1948, 1953, 1962, 1973, 1978, 1983, 1988, 1998, 2003, 2008 and 2013

Reception: 6 PM•Dinner: 7 PM•$185 per ticket
The Great Hall of City College
For Reservations Call The Alumni Office
at 212-234-3000 or djordan@ccnyalumni.org

Yvette Noel-Schure ’86
Publicist to many iconic stars
including Beyoncé, Mariah Carey,
Will Smith, Jessica Simpson,
John Legend, Adele and Prince
Stephen R. Karafiol
’71 ME
Retired Construction
Executive and President
of the City College Fund

