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T H E  A L U M N U S

It is with great pleasure that I write to you 
as the new Executive Director of the Alumni 
Association of CCNY.  I am excited by the 
opportunity to build on the wonderful work 
of my predecessor while collaborating closely 
with my colleagues at the College to assist 
in accomplishing our mission of alumni 
engagement, service to current students and the 
promotion of the College. More than ever, we 
believe in this mission, as laid out by the first 
graduating class of 1853, to whom we can trace 
our origin. 

In this issue of the Alumnus, we take the time to reminisce, to honor alumni 
accomplishments and to capture the essence of the campus today. Through 
the magazine’s redesign, we purposefully embrace our past while hinting at 
our future—alumni from the 1940s and ‘50s may recognize the cover as it 
mirrors the Alumnus cover of those decades, though now in a larger format.

It is in our DNA as alumni—classically represented by the three-faced seal 
of the College—to consistently and without judgement appreciate our past, 
acknowledge our present and plan our future. Every story in this issue is no 
different. In this issue, we remember (and trumpet the rebirth of ) CCNY 
hockey (pg 8) and we celebrate our historic film program (pg 6)—the first 
documentary program in the United States. You will also read about the 
accomplishments of our incredible students and the consistent, positive 
work of our faculty and staff, exemplified by addressing food insecurity 
through a College food bank (pg 10). 

Under the leadership of our 13th President, Dr. Vince Boudreau, CCNY 
has much to celebrate. It continues to embrace the qualities of diversity and 
inclusion, offering indiscriminate access to excellence.  

It is an incredible time at CCNY and I am proud to be a part of it. I 
hope that you will soon return to our campus, learn more about the 
accomplishments of your alma mater and proudly display your lavender 
colors wherever your go. I look forward to all that lies before us, and I thank 
you for your continued support! 

—David Covington

FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
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Congressman John Lewis (D-GA), a veteran Civil Rights leader, 
was the keynote speaker at The City College of New York’s 173rd 
Commencement Exercises on May 31. He received the honorary 
degree Doctor of Humane Letters. 

City College also honored Edward S. Plotkin, ’53, renowned 
civil engineer, with an honorary degree at the 9:30 a.m. 
ceremony on the South Campus Great Lawn. 

Speaking under sunny skies to the graduating students of the 
class of 2019 and assembled families and friends, President 
Boudreau said, “John Lewis is one of the most courageous 
persons the Civil Rights Movement ever produced. He has 
dedicated his life to protecting human rights, securing civil 
liberties, and building what he calls The Beloved Community 
in America. His dedication to the highest ethical standards 
and moral principles has won him the admiration of many of 
his colleagues on both sides of the aisle in the United States 
Congress.”

Born in Alabama, Lewis was inspired by the Rev. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. to join the Civil Rights Movement. He was an architect 
of and a keynote speaker at the historic March on Washington, 
August 1963, and he participated in the Freedom Rides, 
challenging segregation at interstate bus terminals in the South. 
Lewis was a co-founder and chairman of the Student Nonviolent 
Coordinating Committee and remained a staunch believer in 
nonviolence despite numerous physical attacks, serious injuries 
and more than 40 arrests.

Lewis, who was elected to Congress in 1986, grew up in the 
deep South witnessing racial injustice. He was told by his family 
not to get into trouble. “At 15, I heard about Rosa Parks,” he 
said in his remarks to graduates. “I heard the words of Martin 
Luther King, Jr. and I was inspired to get in trouble. You have 
a moral obligation to say something. You have a mandate to go 
out and get in good trouble. Use your education as a powerful 
instrument. Speak up and speak out. Be brave, be bold and be 
courageous.”

U.S. REP. JOHN LEWIS 
SPEAKS AT CCNY 2019 
COMMENCEMENT
COMMENCEMENT HONORS FOR ENGINEERING ALUM EDWARD 
PLOTKIN ’53

Plotkin earned a B.E. degree in civil 
engineering from what’s now CCNY’s 
Grove School of Engineering in 1953. A 
prominent engineer and leader in design, 
contracting and consulting, he has served 
as Commissioner of Public Works for 
Westchester County, was a key player 
in the 1970s plans for the 2nd Avenue 
Subway, and is a Fellow of the American 
Society of Civil Engineers. For years, 
Plotkin taught environmental science to 
incarcerated men and woman at Sing Sing 
and Bedford Hills correctional facilities in 
Westchester County. 

Of the distinguished alumnus, President 
Boudreau said, “It is appropriate, in 
this year of celebrating 100 years of 
engineering at City College, that we honor 
Ed Plotkin, a man who has given so much 
to his alma mater.” 
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PROFESSOR SHINNAR HONORED 
WITH NAMED VISITING 
PROFESSORSHIP

The Department of Chemical Engineering in the 
Grove School of Engineering at the City College 
of New York is creating The Reuel Shinnar Visiting 
Professorship in Chemical Engineering, introduced 
as a way to honor and celebrate Reuel Shinnar’s 
extraordinary life and career. For over forty years, 
many as Distinguished Professor, Shinnar’s work 
was dedicated to the education and learning of 
City College chemical engineering students and 
advancing the Chemical Engineering science and 
practice.

Born in 1923 in Wien Neustadt, Austria, Shinnar 
spent many of his early years moving throughout 
Europe, and as a teen war refugee in Sweden, 
before obtaining his BS and MS in Chemical 
Engineering at the Technion. After a decade and a 
half, which took him through the Israeli military, 
a PhD at Columbia University and Princeton’s 
Guggenheim Jet Laboratories, he joined The City 
College of New York as Professor of Chemical 
Engineering. He was named Distinguished 
Professor in 1979.

Shinnar’s contributions to process control, reaction 
engineering, crystallization, filament breakup, 
process economics, and thermodynamic analysis of 
reaction systems are well-known in the profession, 
and they are the primary reasons for his election 
to the National Academy of Engineering in 1985 
and his receipt of AIChE’s Alpha Chi Sigma 
(1979) and Founders (1992) Awards. He served 
as a member of the Panel on Energy and Natural 
Resources Engineering, the Committee to Examine 

GROVE: A CENTURY OF EXCELLENCE

1847

The Free Academy, 
which became The 
City College of New 
York, was founded by 
Townsend Harris.

1853
Class in civil engineering 
is required of all 
students.

1919

The City College 
School of 
Technology is 
established.

1938
Women first admitted to the 
School of Technology Evening 
Session and two years later to 
the Day Session Programs.

1942

Mathematician Cecile 
Froehlich appointed 
instructor in department of 
electrical engineering, the 
first woman faculty member 
in the department.

1952
Dr. Froehlich became the first woman 
to attain the rank of full professor at 
City College, and in 1955 she would 
become first to chair a department 
when elected chair of the Department 
of Electrical Engineering.

Dorothy Schnabel, 
pioneering 
engineer at IBM, 
graduates with 
a Bachelor of 
Engineering 
in Electrical 
Engineering.

1962

School of 
Technology 
renamed The 
School of 
Engineering and 
Architecture.

1977

Vincent 
del Toro 
becomes 
first Hispanic 
engineering 
faculty 
member.

1984

1985

Edgar T. Lynk – first 
African American 
faculty member 
—joins School of 
Engineering faculty.

Charles Watkins 
becomes first African 
American dean of 
engineering at City 
College.

SHINNAR ENDOWMENT 
Mobil/ExxonMobil Contributors

Minas Apelian
Amos Avidan

Jean Beeckman
Bill Borghard
Tom Degnan
Mike Dolan

Ken Graziani
Doug Harrison

Sol Jacob
Steve Jaffe

Fred Krambeck
Dom Mazzone

Ajit Sapre
Ron Sills
Stu Soled

Patty Sparrell
Bob Ware
Bob Wuest

Sergei Yurchak
Anonymous

THANK YOU!

the Research Needs of the Advanced 
Extraction and Process Technology 
Program, and the Chemical 
Engineering Peer Committee.
At City College, Shinnar was active 
in educating students, training PhD 
candidates and recruiting faculty, as 
well as serving briefly as Department 
Chair. Reuel was always the first 
to offer guidance to young faculty 
members and to offer them the 
benefit of his insight, experience and 
critical eye. 

The Department of Chemical 
Engineering has honored Shinnar’s 
memory since 2012 by holding 
the annual Reuel Shinnar Lecture, 
usually held in the Fall Semester, 
featuring a speaker whose work 
has strongly impacted Chemical 
Engineering practice.

We are very thankful to Mildred 
Shinnar, and Reuel’s sons, Shlomo 
and Meir, and the vast community 
of friends who learned from Reuel, 
taught with Reuel, lived and worked 
alongside Reuel, and loved Reuel.

To contribute to the Reuel Shinnar Visiting 
Professorship in Chemical Engineering 
Fund, interested alumni can contact the 
Office of Institutional Advancement and 
Communications at 212 650-8208 or mail 
checks (with designation “Contribution 
Shinnar Fund”) to The City College of New 
York, Office of Institutional Advancement and 
Communications, 160 Convent Avenue, Shepard 
Hall, Room 154, New York, NY 10031.
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GROVE TODAY

In winter 2019, Gilda A. Barabino, 
dean of The City College of New 
York’s Grove School of Engineering 
was elected to the National Academy 
of Engineering (NAE), making her 
one of only six African American 
women members. Election to the 
NAE is among the highest professional 
distinctions accorded to an engineer.

Just three months later, Barabino 
received another major honor: 
inclusion in Crain’s inaugural Notable 
Women in Tech list. The list is part of 
a year-long series from the publication 
Crain’s New York Business to recognize 
and celebrate women in the workplace, 
across industries. Selection was based 
on professional achievement, civic and 
philanthropic work, and involvement 
in organizations where they mentor 
other women and/or promote diversity.

In June 2018, Barabino earned the 
Presidential Award for Excellence in 
Science, Mathematics and Engineering 
Mentoring from the White House 
Office of Science and Technology 
Policy and the National Science 
Foundation.

Later last year, Barabino received the 
Dr. Joseph N. Cannon Award for 
Excellence in Chemical Engineering 
from the National Organization for 
the Professional Advancement of 

DEAN BARABINO’S LEADERSHIP RECOGNIZED

Black Chemists and 
Chemical Engineers.

Barabino, who also 
holds the title of 
Daniel and Frances 
Berg Professor in the 
Grove School, is a 
noted investigator in 
the areas of sickle cell 
disease, cellular and 
tissue engineering, as 
well as race/ethnicity 
and gender in science 
and engineering.

Barabino has served 
as dean of the Grove 
School since 2013 
when she became the 
first African-American 
woman to serve as 
dean of engineering 
at a non-HBCU 
institution.

CCNY’S STEM INSTITUTE RECEIVES $1M BOOST 

In April, City Council Member Ydanis Rodriguez (’94) with Mayor 
Bill de Blasio and Speaker Corey Johnson, secured a $1 million 
grant to fund The City College of New York’s STEM Institute’s 
partnership with Northern Manhattan. The funding will be 
used to open an afterschool program at George Washington 
Educational Campus while expanding students’ opportunities 
to participate in summer and Saturday programs at CCNY’s 
campus. The goal of the Institute is to prepare high school 
students, particularly women and underrepresented minorities, 
to successfully pursue college majors in science, technology, 
engineering and mathematics (STEM).

CCNY Senior Associate Provost Doris Cintron, who leads 
a number of STEM educational efforts at the college, was 
instrumental in planning and implementing the STEM Institute 
expansion into Northern Manhattan schools. “The presence of 
the STEM Institute in Northern Manhattan schools will provide 
minority students clearer pathways into STEM majors and 
careers, complementing the work of other programs that focus 
on retention and the graduation of these students,” said Cintron.

All high school students are eligible to apply to the Institute, 
which offers a free, intensive six-week summer program in math 
(advanced algebra to calculus), science (chemistry and physics), 
and critical writing and reading.

The STEM Institute is a collaborative initiative between the 
New York City Department of Education, the Grove School 
of Engineering, the Department of Biomedical Engineering, 
Gateway to Higher Education—New York State Department 
of Education,  NYS Department of Health and the Shippy 
Foundation with support from the Lincoln Fund and GSOE 
alumnus Allan Levine, Esq. ’57.

2019

Dean 
Barabino 
is elected 
to National 
Academy of 
Engineering.

2018
Grove School researchers receive 
$1.5M to build social media platform 
for STEM students, targeting 
Hispanic students to improve 
retention and graduation rates of 
underrepresented minorities.

Second 
woman 
—Carol 
Steiner— 
becomes 
a faculty 
member in 
chemical 
engineering 
department.

1992 2016

Grove School receives $5.2 million 
grant from U.S Department of 
Education for Initiative to Promote 
Academic Success in STEM (CiPASS) 
to increase the number of students 
receiving STEM degrees—particularly 
those from underrepresented groups.

Arnold F. Stancell ’58— 
Emeritus Professor of Chemical 
Engineering at Georgia Tech 
and retired Vice President for 
Exploration and Production 
at Mobil Oil— named African 
American Engineer of the Year.

2001

NOAA-CREST Cooperative 
Science Center established to 
advance the research goals of the 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration and produce STEM 
scientists with $15.5M five-year grant. 
To date, the Center has received more 
than $60M and CCNY has produced 
more than half of the program’s 
486 graduates– the majority from 
underrepresented groups.

2010

The School of Engineering 
is renamed The Grove 
School of Engineering in 
honor of Andrew Grove’s 
transformative gift of $26 
million the largest ever to 
City College.

2013
Gilda Barabino 
appointed 
Dean of the 
Grove School of 
Engineering.

2012

Harvey Kalie ’60, 
a “microwave 
legend,” gifts $3M 
to Grove for annual 
entrepreneurship 
program.

Council Member Rodriguez with President Vince Boudreau 
(center) and Professor Joseph Barba at the STEM Institute press 
conference in Marshak’s Bio-Mechatronics Lab.

2005

The Zahn Innovation Center is 
established as an incubator at 
CCNY, empowering students 
to develop entrepreneurial 
skills while incubating the most 
promising technology startups 
and social impact ventures.

President 
Boudreau 
announces a 
campaign to 
match Andy 
Grove’s historic 
$26 million gift.
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1906 DAVID BARNARD STEINMAN—leading proponent of long-span 
suspension bridges, responsible for the design of more than 400 
bridges—graduates.

1941 ADIN FALKOFF, co-inventor with Kenneth Iverson of the APL 
language interactive system, which would inspire several other 
programming languages, graduates with a Bachelor’s of Chemical 
Engineering.

1950 ALBERT MATCOVSKY, whose research made color television 
commercially available, graduates with a Bachelor of Engineering 
degree.

JULIUS BLANK, semiconductor pioneer and one of the “Traitorous 
Eight” who were instrumental in the establishment of Silicon Valley, 
graduates with a Bachelor of Engineering in Mechanical Engineering.

1954 SEYMOUR MOSKOWITZ, specialist in counter-terrorism technology 
and national defense, graduates from the School of Technology with a 
Bachelor of mechanical engineering.

1960 ANDREW GROVE—co-founder of INTEL and one of the fathers of the 
Information Age—graduates at the top of his class with a Bachelor of 
Chemical Engineering.

1961 LESTER GERHARDT, an aerospace pioneer who worked on the first 
lunar module to put men on the moon, graduates with a Bachelor in 
Electrical Engineering.

1962 DANIEL SAUL GOLDIN — who became the longest-serving NASA 
Administrator in history—graduates with Bachelor of Mechanical 
Engineering.

1988 RICHARD D. GITLIN ’61, co-invents DSL at Bell Labs, making it 
possible to bring high-speed internet access to millions of households.

1990 Recent grad MILOVAN BLAIR ’90—now a Senior Vice President at 
Consolidated Edison—is selected from among 1000 interviewees for 
prestigious Con Ed internship. From there, he climbed to the top.

2005 ROBERT ELLIOT KAHN ’60—co-inventor of the fundamental 
communications protocols at the heart of the Internet is awarded the 
Presidential Medal of Freedom.

2008 LEONARD KLEINROCK ’57—the man who sent the first message 
between two computers on the precursor of the Internet—is awarded 
the National Medal of Science.

2013 JOEL ENGEL ’57, is awarded the National Academy of Engineering’s 
Charles Stark Draper Prize, “the Nobel Prize in engineering”, for his 
pioneering work on the architecture of mobile phone technology.

2014 NEVILLE PARKER ’88, Herbert G. Kaiser Professor of Civil 
Engineering, receives award from the Council of University 
Transportation Centers for his distinguished contributions to 
transportation and Research.

2016 Grove School receives $5.2 million grant from U.S Department of 
Education for Initiative to Promote Academic Success in STEM 
(CiPASS) to increase the number of students receiving STEM degrees 
—particularly those from underrepresented groups.

2018 Grove School researchers receive $1.5M to build social media platform 
for STEM students, targeting Hispanic students to improve retention 
and graduation rates of underrepresented minorities.

GROVE ACHIEVERS
“THE YEAR OF 
FILM” BRINGS 
STANLEY 
NELSON’S 
MILES DAVIS 
DOCUMENTARY 
TO CCNY

To celebrate 
the ongoing 
“Year of Film” 
at CCNY, 
award-
winning 
filmmaker 

Stanley Nelson screened his 
latest documentary, “Miles 
Davis: Birth of the Cool,” at 
his alma mater on May 7. 

Nelson, a 1976 alumnus, 
whose accolades include 
Emmy and MacArthur 
(“Genius”) awards, brought 
his Miles Davis work to 
City College after it was 
first shown at the 2019 
Sundance Film Festival. The 
Park City screening marked 
Nelson’s tenth premiere at the 
prestigious festival in twenty 
years, the most premieres of 
any documentary filmmaker.

Following the screening, 
Nelson spoke with Michael B. 
Gillespie, associate professor 
in the Division of Humanities 
and the Arts, and a film 
historian and theorist, and 
took questions from the 
audience largely made up 
of CCNY film students. He 
told the aspiring filmmakers, 
“I didn’t leave here and go 
to any other film school. If I 
hadn’t gone to City College, I 
wouldn’t be here today.”

Nelson is considered the 
foremost chronicler of the 
African American experience 
working in nonfiction film 
today. His feature-length 
films, many of which 



Others include:
Woody Allen
Paddy Chayefsky
Tony Curtis
Ben Gazzara
Ira Gershwin
Yip Harburg
Judd Hirsch ’60
Stanley Kubrick

Ernest Lehman ’37
Zero Mostel
Mario Puzo           
Edward Robinson ’74   
Albert S. Ruddy 
Richard Schiff ’83 
Eli H. Wallach ’38

CCNY CELEBRATES THE 
YEAR OF FILM

As early as 1934, student members 
of the aptly named Film and 
Sprockets Society were rolling out 
motion pictures at The City College 
of New York, establishing CCNY 
as one of the earliest film schools 
in the nation. In 1941, pioneering 
Dadaist and filmmaker Hans Richter 
took charge of the Institute of Film 
Techniques, the first documentary 
filmmaking program in America, 
founded by Irving Jacoby. Nearly 
eight decades later, CCNY has 
declared 2019 the “Year of Film” to 
celebrate Richter and the legacy of 
arguably the oldest, continuous film 
program in the U.S.

The culmination of The Year of 
Film events will be the “Cinema 
and Sanctuary” event at Lincoln 
Center on June 20. “Cinema and 
Sanctuary”, a new film by Dave 
Davidson, professor and founding 
director of the CCNY MFA in Film 
program, charts the tumultuous 
and exuberant history of The 
Institute of Film Techniques. Under 
the leadership of DADAist and 
pioneering experimental filmmaker 
Hans Richter, generations of working 
class kids from New York discovered 
a new world of compelling and 
meaningful cinema far beyond the 
Hollywood movies they grew up on.

have aired on PBS, combine 
compelling narratives with rich 
and deeply researched historical 
detail, shining new light on both 
familiar and under-explored 
aspects of the American past. He 
is a MacArthur “Genius” Fellow 
and was awarded an individual 
Peabody Award, the 2016 Lifetime 
Achievement Award from the 
National Academy of Television 
Arts Sciences, and received 
the National Medal in the 
Humanities from President 
Barack Obama.

In 2018, Nelson directed a 
short film which examined 
the history and impact of racial 
profiling in public spaces. The 
Story of Access was screened at a 
mandatory training for 175,000 
Starbucks employees across 8,000 
stores, and received over a million 
views on companion websites.

With his wife, Marcia A. Smith, 
Nelson founded Firelight Media, 
a Harlem-based, non-profit 
production company dedicated 
to using historical film to advance 
contemporary social justice causes, 
and to mentoring, inspiring 
and training a new generation 
of diverse young filmmakers 
committed to advancing 
underrepresented stories. 

Among the earliest Film and Sprockets 
Society members were Bernard 
Gordon, Abraham Polonsky and 
Julian Zimet who went on to become 
acclaimed filmmakers in Hollywood.

CITY COLLEGE WOMEN IN 
FILM

Earlier this spring, another “Year of 
Film” event brought together four 
female filmmakers with CCNY links 
to screen their work at “Women at 
the Helm: Celebrating Faculty and 
Students’ Heritage.” In April, Deirdre 
Fishel, associate professor and 
program director of the BFA Film 
and Video Program, moderated a 
post-screening Q&A with some of the 
filmmakers.

The films were:
“Illusions” by Julie Dash (’74), 
American film director, writer and 
producer.
 
“International Sweethearts of 
Rhythm” by Greta Schiller (’03), 
Emmy-winning documentary 
filmmaker and science educator 
who has received multiple National 
Education Association film awards and 
was the first Fulbright Arts Fellowship 
in film. Schiller directed with Andrea 
Weiss, Emmy-winning filmmaker, 
professor and co-director of CCNY’s 
MFA Program in Film. 

Also on the program was “Hair Piece: 
A Film for Nappy-headed People” 
by Ayoka Chenzira, the former chair 
of the Department of Media and 
Communication Arts at CCNY, who co-
created the MFA Program in Film.

CELEBRAT ING FACULTY
AND STUDENTS’ HERITAGE

WOMEN AT 
THE HELM

CINEMATIC                 TRADITIONS

A  F I L M  B Y  D A V E  D A V I D S O N

RSVP FOR CINEMA AND
SANCTUARY SCREENING

THURSDAY, JUNE 20, 2019 at 7:00PM
 
LOCATION: The Walter Reade Theatre at Lincoln Center
165 W 65th St, New York, NY 10023

TICKET PRICE: $15
cinemaandsanctuary.eventbrite.com
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BY NORB ECKSL ’75

One morning in 2015 at my home in West Palm Beach, I 
received a phone call that transported me back to the 70s. 
It was Nick Tagarelli, a member of the top scoring line in 
CCNY hockey history!

Nick told me that John Stark, class of ’58 and our former 
curricular guidance counselor who helped countless 
student-athletes and others pursue their degrees, had passed 
away in 2008. Nick, along with John Meekins, a teammate 
who was head coach when CCNY won the CUNY Hockey 
Cup in 1978, were getting people to contribute for a 
headstone for Stark, who was also a number one hockey 
fan. “Count me in,” I said.

Nick had an excellent idea to further honor Stark’s memory: 
“Let’s try and revive the hockey team at CCNY and, very 
importantly, start a women’s team, too!” Hockey faded from 
CCNY athletics in 1978.

Having spent over 40 years in the professional sports world 
as a promoter, operator and administrator, I know starting 
a hockey club is not an easy task. Nick played on and led 
charity hockey teams to raise money for some great causes. 
We both knew what it would take.

Nick developed a list of hockey alumni that might want to 
pitch in. Stark had not only helped student-athletes as an 
advisor and counselor for the College of Liberal Arts and 
Science, but many other CCNY students who shared the 

same 
affection and gratitude 

for his guidance as they earned their 
degrees. 

Former CCNY Director of Athletics, Dr. 
Richard Zerneck, knew Stark well and was 
still heavily involved with the college as a 
member of the Alumni Varsity Association 
(AVA) Executive Committee and assisting 
CCNY’s Athletic Department. He and the 
AVA welcomed our endeavors with open 
arms, having inducted five former CCNY 
hockey players into the AVA Hall of Fame.

A lifelong hockey fan, Zerneck loved the 
idea of helping to recruit student-athletes 
and enhance the Athletics Program and 
the image of the college. Plans were made 
for everyone to attend the enshrinement 
of Nick Tagarelli at the 2017 AVA HOF 
dinner. We also set up a pilgrimage to 
Pittsfield, MA, to pay our respects at Stark’s 
resting place and to see the new headstone 
which read: “John Stark. Jan. 7, 1930 – 
May 2, 2008. Respected Advisor, Mentor, 
Friend. The City College of New York 
Men’s Varsity Ice Hockey Team. 1970 – 
1976.”

After almost three years of hard work, 
research and developing a CCNY 
hockey Alumni Support list, we made 

BRINGING 
HOCKEY 
HOME
FORMER ICE HOCKEY PLAYERS 
REMEMBER AND REVIVE THE 
SPORT AT CCNY

AN ALUMNI 
GROUP 

MADE UP 
OF FORMER 

CCNY HOCKEY 
TEAM 

MEMBERS 
SEEK TO RE-

ESTABLISH 
A HOCKEY 
PROGRAM 
FOR MALE 
STUDENT-
ATHLETES 

AND START 
A PROGRAM 
FOR FEMALE 

STUDENT-
ATHLETES 

AT CITY 
COLLEGE. 
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In April, to commemorate a transformational event 
in the institution’s history, The City College of New 
York’s Black Studies Program, in collaboration with 
the City College Alumni Association, the Offices of 
the President and Institutional Advancement and 
Communications co-hosted a series of discussions 
and special events and continued a traditional walk to 
mark the 50th anniversary of the 1969 protests.

The observance included the remounted 40th 
anniversary exhibit, originally curated in 2009, entitled 
“The Five Demands: The Student Protest and Takeover 
of 1969,” shown in the Cohen Library Atrium. 

Highlights of the Black Studies-sponsored 
commemoration included a panel discussion 
moderated by Black Studies program director 
Vanessa K. Valdés; a discussion by members of 
CCNY’s Classes of 1969 and 1970; and “A Walk to 
Remembrance Rock,” on the South Campus, with a 
remembrance honoring activists who fought for open 
admissions.

On April 22, 1969, a group of CCNY students, whose 
demands included greater minority enrollment, 
occupied the South Campus and Klapper Hall. They 
did not vacate the buildings until May 4, two weeks 
later. The protest led to the implementation of The 
City University of New York’s (CUNY) controversial 
open enrollment policy. Former students who 
returned to mark the occasion included Jennie Cook 
Trotter, Charles Powell, Mary McRae and Francee 
Covington.  

At the time, black and Puerto Rican students only 
made up 9 percent of the student body, while these 
groups made up 40 percent of the city’s high school 
graduates and nearly all of the Harlem community 
surrounding the college.

According to the Black Studies Program, City College 
is now 53 percent Hispanic and black, with blacks 
making up 15 percent of the student population.

FIFTY YEARS LATER, A CAMPUS 
REMEMBERS A TIME OF CHANGE

a presentation to City College 
president Vince Boudreau. We included groups that are 
supporting our commitment to education through sports, 
such as Ice Hockey In Harlem (IHIH) which has been 
helping community youngsters for over thirty years with 
extensive programs that include more than 80 girls.

Our former head coach for the 1974-75 season, Lou Vairo, 
a member of the United States Hockey Hall of Fame in 
Eveleth, Minnesota, is lending his expertise and experience 
from over 30 years as director of special projects for USA 
Hockey. In that role, he developed a nationwide diversity 
program to bring inner-city youth into the game of hockey. 
Vairo was a member of the hockey staff of the 1980 USA 
Gold Medal “Miracle on Ice” team and was the Head Coach 
in the 1984 Sarajevo Olympics.

We applied for Club status working with our faculty advisor, 
Dee Dee Mozeleski. She is not only Senior Advisor to the 
President and Executive Director of The Foundations for 
City College – she has become the biggest hockey fan at 
CCNY, and her involvement, along with that of the CCNY 
Athletic Department, has been invaluable to the success of 
our mission. 

Club status was signed on April 30. We have 23 players 
signed up and will be developing a short exhibition schedule 
of five to ten games starting in October, including college 
competition, fund raising events and a game against alumni 
from an area National Hockey League team. Join the 
Facebook page CCNY Ice Hockey Club or email us for 
updates at ccnyhockeyclubs@gmail.com.

Go Beavers!
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The City College Food Pantry, established by the Colin 
Powell School/NYPIRG food pantry, is located in the 
Hoffman Lounge, 1st floor, NAC. It is a resource for 
the entire CCNY campus community. Open five days 
a week, the pantry accepts donations of new, canned 
and boxed food as well as fresh food deliveries on a 
regular basis. More than 3 million New Yorkers face 
food insecurity and the food pantry is doing its part to 
provide support on campus for those in need. 

In the fall, CCNY celebrated “CCNY Goes Healthy” 
on World Food Day opening a dialogue about healthy 
lifestyle changes and combating low food security 
issues on campus and within the Harlem community. 
October’s inaugural event welcomed three culinary 
and nutritional experts to engage in a food talk with 
President Vince Boudreau as moderator. 

World Food Day was established to bring awareness to 
food security issues that affect areas all over the world 
and strives to achieve a more sustainable future.

Panelists included Lyn Genet Recitas, nutritionist 
and bestselling author of The Plan; Tren’ness Woods-
Black, vice president of Communications for Sylvia’s 
Restaurant and founder of Tren’ness Woods-Black 
LLC; and Nabeel Alamgir, chief marketing officer of 
Bareburger.

The event was sponsored by the Colin Powell School 
for Civic and Global Leadership, The Office of the 
President, Office of Institutional Advancement and 
Communications, the FAO and Whole Foods Market. 
The Colin Powell School / NYPIRG Food Pantry 
accepted donations in the form of non-perishable food 
items.

BY ANDREW MCGOWAN ’62 
AND SALVATORE ARENA ’76

James O’Flaherty Jr., of the class of 1895, was inducted 
into the  2018 “Communication Hall of Fame”  by the 
Communications Alumni Group for his role as founder 
and publisher of the Bronx Home News, the borough’s only 
daily newspaper. He began the publication as a four-page 
weekly broadsheet, the Home News, in 1907, and built it 
into a paper with a daily circulation of more than 110,000 
with assets valued at more than $1 million at the time of 
his death in 1939.

Lean and angular at six feet, O’Flaherty was an 
accomplished athlete. He was a member of the CCNY 
baseball team and for a short time after graduation was a 
semi-professional baseball and football player.
 
Turning to journalism just after the turn of the century, he 
first joined the advertising staff of the old New York Daily 
News and then went to work for his father, James Sr., an 
Irish immigrant who came to the U.S. at age 15, joining 
the Union Army and fighting in the Civil War. The senior 
O’Flaherty became wealthy after starting O’Flaherty’s 
Suburban List, an advertising agency that placed ads in 
New York’s suburban newspapers.

Young O’Flaherty began his own paper first as a weekly 
advertising handbill introducing techniques of small-town 
journalism into the metropolitan area. For example, he 
stressed the neighborhood angle, almost to a fault. (The 
paper’s headline for the Bolshevist uprising of 1917 was, 
“Bronx Man Leads Russian Revolution,” Leon Trotsky 
having briefly been a resident of the borough.) 

The Bronx Home News was launched in 1907 from a 
wooden shack on Willis Avenue near East 147 Street. In 
1912, he expanded the paper into a semi-weekly and in 
1917, he instituted three additional editions for Harlem, 
Washington Heights and Yorkville. Eventually he merged 

JAMES 
O’FLAHERTY, 
JR., CLASS 
OF 1895
FOUNDED THE BRONX HOME NEWS

CCNY FOOD PANTRY ADDRESSES FOOD INSECURITY
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the four editions into a single unit, began 
publishing daily and moved to a plant with 
modern presses, linotype machines and a fleet 
of trucks for delivery. 

In the book Shoeleather and Printers Ink, a 
collection of personal reminiscences of local 
newspapering, former Bronx Home News staffer 
John P. Donnelly recalled, “The Bronx Home 
News was the proving ground for generations 
of young journalism graduates, who were 
routinely rejected by the city’s bigger papers 
because they lacked experience. Home News 
editors paid them less, but welcomed them and 
gave opportunities to apply their book learning 
to practical, productive experience.”

O’Flaherty more than once remarked that 
there was not one New York daily that did not 
have on its staff one or more graduates of his 
publication. Perhaps the most famous graduate 
was Daniel Schorr, who at age 18 began “as a 
bright participant in the Home News on-the-
job training program.” Schorr actually began 
his journalism career at age 13, when he came 
a upon a woman who had jumped or fallen 
from his apartment house in the Bronx and, 
after calling the police, called the Home News. 
He was paid $5 for his information. After 
graduating from CCNY in 1939 (also is a 
member of the CAG’s Hall of Fame), Schorr 
went on to become a legendary CBS newsman. 

When O’Flaherty died on the eve of his 65th 
birthday, New York Mayor Fiorello LaGuardia 
called his death “a distinct loss of a real, 
courageous and fair fighter for the public 
good.” 

In his will, O’Flaherty left the Home News 
in the care of several long-time executives as 
co-owners of the paper, along with his widow, 
Kathleen O’Malley O’Flaherty, and his two 
sisters. A dispute over control eventually forced 
the group to sell the paper in May 1945 to the 
heiress Dorothy Schiff, publisher of the New 
York Post. Schiff recast the broadsheet Bronx 
Home News as a tabloid and published the 
paper until 1949, when it was folded into the 
New York Post as that paper’s Bronx Edition. 

THE FIRST PAGE 
OF THE BRONX 
HOME NEWS FOR 
APRIL 30, 1922, 
WHEN THE PAPER 
WAS 3 CENTS 
FOR SUNDAY AND 
2 CENTS FOR 
TUESDAY AND 
THURSDAY.

JAMES 
O’FLAHERTY, JR.
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Meet some of the remarkable 
women and men in The City 
College of New York Class of 

2019. The students chosen for 
this year’s Great Grads excel in the 

classroom, have personal stories 
that inspire us, and illustrate the 
transformative power of the City 

Experience. They were nominated 
by their CCNY mentors and 

represent all schools and divisions 
of the college.

<<
ELIZABETH YIM
Class of 2019 Valedictorian 
BS, Biomedical Science 
CUNY School of Medicine at 
CCNY

Yim, who’ll receive her 
medical degree in 2022, may 
practice family medicine or 
emergency medicine.

>>
YINELLY RODRIGUEZ 

BSEd, Bilingual Childhood 
Education 

School of Education

Rodriquez has been working 
with first grade students 

through CCNY’s Bilingual 
Pupil Services, partnering 

with teachers in a dual 
language setting.

CLASS OF 2019 GREAT GRADS

<<
YARITZA HOLGUIN
Yaritza Holguin
MA, Public Administration 

Colin Powell School for Civic and 
Global Leadership
Holquin is completing an 
internship at the New York City 
Deputy Mayor’s Office for Health 
and Human Services and plans 
to continue building her career 
as a social impact professional.

>>
ALAUDIN ULLAH

BA, Interdisciplinary Arts and 
Sciences

Division for Interdisciplinary Studies 
at the Center for Worker Education

Ullah will spend the summer editing 
a documentary on the South 

Asian immigrant community in 
20th century Harlem. In the fall, he 
begins graduate work at Columbia 

University’s MFA in Playwriting 
program.

READ MORE ABOUT OUR 
GREAT GRADS ON

WWW.CCNY.CUNY.EDU/
GREATGRADS2019



>>
SUZANNE BORDERIES

BArch, Architecture
Bernard and Anne Spitzer 

School of Architecture

Borderies plans to work 
at an architectural firm or 

interior design firm and 
pursue a master’s degree in 

urban design at Columbia 
University in the future.

<<
FLAVIO PEREZ 
BA, Political Science 
Colin Powell School for Civic 
and Global Leadership SEEK 
Program

Perez will pursue his 
master’s degree in public 
administration or the study 
of the Americas.

>>
KEVIN JIANG

Class of 2019 Salutatorian
BS, Mechanical Engineering 

The Grove School of 
Engineering

Jiang is considering 
pursuing a PhD in 

microfluidics or attending 
medical school.

>>
PAVEL JAVORNIK 

BS, Mathematics 
Division of Science

Javornik will stay at 
CCNY to earn his 

master’s and then 
pursue a PhD in 

mathematics.

<<
NAOMIE JEAN-PIERRE 
MA, English Literature 
Division of Humanities and 
the Arts

This summer, Jean-Pierre will 
attend Oxford University’s 
Creative Writing Summer 
Residency for Poetry and 
Fiction while preparing for 
a doctoral degree in cultural 
studies.

<<
WENDY FERNANDEZ
BS, Electrical Engineering 
The Grove School of 
Engineering

Among the schools that 
have admitted Fernandez 
to graduate programs are 
Stanford, Columbia and 
Boston University.

>>
NEDA ZAHRAIE 

MA, Literature 
Division of Humanities 

and the Arts

Zahraie plans to pursue 
a PhD in comparative 

literature.

<<
DAVID DAM
BA & MA, Economics 
Colin Powell School 
for Civic and Global 
Leadership

Dam will work on a 
project with Brookings 
India this summer before 
starting a full-time 
position at the Federal 
Reserve.
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CLASS NOTES

SUCCESS 
ACADEMY 

HONORS CCNY 
ALUMNI FOR 

EXCELLENCE IN 
EDUCATION

Seven City College alumni 
have been recognized for 

excellence in education by 
Success Academy Charter 
Schools, New York City’s 

largest and highest performing 
public charter school network. 

Every year, Success Academy 
honors educators who have 

demonstrated exceptional talent 
and commitment. 

Success Academy has 46 
schools across the city, and 

enrolls 17,000 students, 
primarily low-income children 
of color in under-served areas. 

NANCY MARTINEZ (’11) 
teaches science at Success 
Academy South Jamaica and won 
an Excellence Award for Growth. 
Nancy majored in biology and 
feels that her undergraduate 
experience prepared her to be a 
well-rounded science teacher. 

SHARONDA TAYLOR (’12) 
received her award for Academic 
Achievement. She is a first-grade ICT 
teacher (at least 1/3 of her students 
receive special education services) 
at Success Academy Bronx 1, and 
has been recognized for inspiring 
her students to perform at the top 
academic level across all 46 schools. 
She majored in English and credits 
her undergraduate experience as the 
major influence for being an effective 
elementary school teacher.

EVELYN GONZALEZ (’15) 
won her Excellence Award for 
Academic Achievement. She is a 
first-grade ICT teacher at Success 
Academy Bronx 4. Her seminal 
experience was a science education 
class at City College that informed 
her blueprint for teaching. 

ALBERT NIXON III (’18) 
is a first grade teacher at Success 
Academy Bronx 2 and earned his 
Excellence Award for Growth. He 
exhibited the significant progress in 
achieving excellence from the start 
of the school year. Albert majored 
in sociology, minored in Black 
Studies with a focus on education. 
Improving educational outcomes 
for underserved communities is his 
passion. 

DIONA PHOENIX (’12) 
is an Operations Coordinator at Success 
Academy Harlem North West. She won 
an Excellence Award in the ETHOS 
category, which recognizes school 
staff who exemplify the organizational 
values of Excellence, Teamwork, 
Humor, Ownership, and Scholars. A 
communications major, she cites her 
capstone course “Advertising/Public 
Relations Workshop” as the cornerstone 
of the skills she practices on a daily basis. 

KENYA BURTON (’05) 
teaches science at SA Harlem 
East, and was also awarded an 
Excellence Award in the ETHOS 
category. Kenya graduated 
from City College with a degree 
in psychology and maintains 
her courses were instrumental 
in helping her become a 
compassionate and effective 
teacher. 

SAMSON SOSANYA (’16)
teaches science at Success Academy 
Prospect Heights  and was awarded 
for Growth. This excellence award 
recognizes educators who have 
exhibited exceptional progress in leading 
their students to outstanding academic 
achievement.
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DR. ROBERTO BALLARINI (’80), received the 
prestigious Raymond Mindlin Medal from the American 
Society of Civil Engineers. He is the Department 
Chairman and Thomas and Laura Hsu Professor of Civil 
Engineering at the University of Houston.

Manhattan-based interior 
designer TONY CHI’s latest 
hospitality creation, the 
luxurious Rosewood hotel, 
opened in March in Hong 
Kong’s tourist heavy-location 
Tsim Sha Tsui. The brand new 
building with 43 floors of 
dedicated hotel space with 
over 300 rooms and suites, 
eight restaurants and bars, 
radiates his philosophy of 
“invisible design.” No stranger 
to Asian hotels, Chi’s portfolio includes the Andaz Tokyo 
Toranoman Hills, Park Hyatt Shanghai and Mandarin 
Oriental Guangzhou.

SILVIA GAMARDELLA (’74) received a MidSouth 
Regional Emmy Award for Best Informational/
Instructional program for her documentary, “The Opioid 

Epidemic: Carolina In Crisis.” 
The film follows the journey of 
three opioid addicts as they 
navigate the difficult process 
of recovery.  Gamardella is an 
investigative journalist who has 
produced news stories, written 
and directed documentaries, 
and produced television series. 
Her credits include ABC’s Good 
Morning America, PBS, CNN, The 
History Channel, The National 
Geographic Channel, Discovery, 
and MSNBC.

As Executive Director of IMPACCT 
Brooklyn, BERNELL GRIER 
(’77) battles injustice at its most 
basic level: protecting low- and 
moderate- income residents 
from gentrification in their very 
own Brooklyn neighborhoods. A 
former banking executive, Grier 
sees the role of the non-profit 
that also owns nearly 1,000 
units of affordable housing as 
“unleash[ing] the power within the 
community.”  

COLLIN EDOUARD (’16) is one of only 34 US students 
to be selected for the prestigious Gates Cambridge 
Scholars program at the University of Cambridge in 

the UK, and the first CCNY alumnus to receive the 
honor. In October, Edouard begins work on his second 
Masters Degree in Music, with a concentration in choral 
conducting, at the prestigious university. He received his 
first Masters Degree from Teachers College, Columbia 
University in Music Education. Collin graduated from 
City College summa cum laude with a concentration in 
Classical Voice.

SARACIEA J. FENNELL’S (’12)
Bronx Book Festival celebrated 
its second anniversary on June 8, 
2019. The Festival’s main focus is to 
promote literacy and foster a love of 
reading – no matter the age group. 
Over 40 authors attended and panels 
on issues relevant to the cultural 
community of the Bronx. Fennell 
also founded The Bronx Is Reading 
Literacy program which arranges 
author visits, donations of books to 
school libraries, and promotes reading and writing skills 
through engagement throughout the borough.

Singer LISA HUNT (’84), based 
in New South Wales, Australia, 
takes her show “Forever Soul,” 
a retrospective of Motown, soul, 
funk, and disco, on the road, with 
a special stop in Shoal Bay at the 
Shoal Bay Country Club.  

Documentary Filmmaker RACHEL LEAH JONES (’00), 
and her co-producer and cinematographer Phillippe 
Bellaiche, won the Golden Alexander Award for the 
Best Documentary at the 21st 
THESSALONIKI DOCUMENTARY 
FESTIVAL, in Greece, with their 
film Advocate in October. The film 
follows Jewish-Israeli lawyer Lea 
Tsemel who represents Palestinian 
defendants. The win qualifies 
the film for an Oscar nomination. 
The film was also nominated for 
the World Cinema Documentary 
Competition at Sundance 2019. 

ARNOLD KLINE (’57) was 
selected as the Grand 
Marshall of the 2019 
Memorial Day Parade in 
Port Washington, NY, a 
particularly special honor 
this year as it marked the 
100th anniversary of the 
American Legion. 

CLASSNOTES
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CLASS NOTES

JIM SHARPS (’68) and IVAN BLACK (’70) participated 
in the USA Track & Field National Masters Indoor Track 
and Field Championships in Winston-Salem, North 
Carolina in March. Jim took first place and Ivan third 
place in the Pentathlon – High Jump, Long Jump, 60 
meter High Hurdles, Shot Put and 1000 meter Run – and 
the Triple Jump.

PENNY SWIFT (’86) was named 
Executive Director of New 
York’s Education Through Music 
in a unanimous vote by the 
organization’s board members. 
Penny was previously COO. 
Education Through Music is a non-
profit devoted to music education 
and student achievement based in 
New York City.

KRISHAN TROTMAN (’06) was named Executive Editor 
of Hachette Books, the imprint of 
Hachette Book Group, which is 
part of the third-largest trade and 
educational publisher in the world. 
Krishan has been with Hachette Books 
since 2016. In a recent profile of her in 
Essence.com, she described the path 
that led her here. She was attracted 
to publishing because of the many 
stories that she didn’t see in print – 

ones that mattered to her and other people of color. 
She’s worked with bestselling authors such as Ibtihaj 
Muhammad, Malcom Nance and Al Roker.

SHEREESE TRUMPET (’17) was 
recognized in a story by archdaily.
com about African American women 
architects and their role in changing 
the landscape of architecture. Trumpet 
and 31 other women were lauded for 
their vision and their very presence in a 

field in which they are still underrepresented.

DR. ARTHUR WEGLEIN (’64) will give two keynote 
speeches later this year on behalf of the Society of 
Exploration Geophysicists. The first will be at the 
Society’s International Exposition and Annual Meeting, 
in October in Anaheim, CA. The second is in Kuwait 
City, Kuwait, in December, at a joint workshop with the 
Society and the Kuwait Oil Company. Arthur is the Hugh 
Roy and Lillie Cranz Cullen Distinguished University 
Chair in Physics at University of Houston.

Judge MARILYN ZAYAS (’88) is one of eight women to 
have been awarded the YWCA 2019 Career Women of 
Achievement in Cincinnati, Ohio. The 
honorees were selected on the basis 
of being outstanding role models for 
their leadership, vision, community 
service and renowned professional 
success. Marilyn is the first Latina 
judge to be elected to the Ohio 
Court of Appeals, and the highest-
ranking judge of Latino heritage in 
Ohio. She also founded the Educating 
Tomorrow’s Leaders Program to 
inspire high school, college and law 
students about the judiciary.

FREDERIC TUTEN’S (’59) coming of age 
memoir, My Young Life, (Simon & Schuster) was 
published in March. The book covers his formative 
years as a bohemian in New York City, and his 
hometown the Bronx, in the 1950’s.  Frederic is 

an accomplished novelist, critic and a 
Guggenheim Fellow. He founded and 
is the former director of the graduate 
creative writing program at CCNY. 

CLASS NOTES
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OBITUARIES

30s|DR. ARTHUR ZITRIN ’38, 
101, died May 11, 2019 at his 

home in Great Neck, NY. Arthur was born 
in Brooklyn in 1918 to Eastern European 
immigrants Lillian and William Zitrin. 
After graduating from City College, he 

earned a Master’s, 
1941, and Doctor of 
Medicine degree, 
1945, from New 
York University. He 
served as a captain 
in the Army Medical 
Corps. In 1953, Arthur 
became a diplomate 
of the American 
Board of Psychiatry 
and Neurology. 
His specialty was 

bioethics, both the education and practice 
of it. He was a faculty member at NYU 
Medical Center for four decades, Director 
of Psychiatry at Bellevue Hospital Center, 
and established an endowed professorship 
at NYU’s Center for Bioethics. He was a 
2008 Townsend Harris Medalist and a 
member of the 21st Century Foundation 
Board. He was well known for his stance 
against doctors who administered lethal 
injections to condemned prisoners, and 
pushed, legally and within the American 
Medical Association, for punishment 
against any licensed doctor who did. He 
sought to increase transparency about 
presidential candidate’s health records 
and often weighed in on ethical issues of 
the day. He was married to Dr. Charlotte 
Marker, who predeceased him, and is 
survived by his son, Richard, daughter, 
Elizabeth, four grandchildren and two 
great-grandchildren. 

40s|DR. RALPH SOLECKI ’42, 101, 
died on March 20, 2019 in 

Livingston, N.J. He was born in Brooklyn 
in 1917 to Polish immigrants. He was an 

archaeologist and 
writer best known 
for his discoveries 
of Neanderthals in 
the Shanidar Cave, 
Iraq. He served in 
the Army in World 
War II. He received 
his Master’s degree 
from Columbia, where 
he also taught, in 
addition to being a 

Smithsonian anthropologist. He was on 
the faculty at Texas A&M. He married 
Rose M. Lilien in 1955. He is survived by 
Rose, his sons William and John, and two 
grandchildren. 

DR. JEROME KERSON, DDS ’43, 95, died 
April 23, 2019 in the Bronx. He graduated 
New York University’s College of 
Dentistry. He held leadership positions in 
New York City’s Dept. of Social Services 
and at NYU as a clinical faculty member. 
He was married to Florence Shoch 
Kerson for 71-years. He is survived by 
his sons, Paul, Don and Roger, and their 
wives, seven grandchildren and seven 
great-grandchildren.

MURRAY NANES ’44, 96, died May 9, 
2019. Murray was born in Brooklyn in 
1923 to Russian immigrant parents Henry 
Nanes and Rebecca Goberman Nanes. 
Murray served in the Navy during World 
War II. Using his skills from City College 
as an electrical engineer, he was a radar 
instructor. After the war, through the 
GI Bill, he attended Brooklyn College 
for law. He worked as a patent attorney 
for I.B.M., out of the headquarters in 
Armonk, until he retired in 1989. He 
was married to Ruth Sandrow Nanes, 
for 32 years. He is survived by his three 
children, their spouses, six grandchildren, 
and seven great-grandchildren.

JOHN SAVIDES, 90, died March 1, 2019 
in Palo Alto. He was born in New York 
City in 1929 to Greek immigrants. In 
addition to his degree from City College, 
he earned his Master’s in Electrical 
Engineering from Columbia University. 
Early in his career he worked on weather 
satellites, eventually designing for 
Geostationary Operational Environmental 
Satellite systems that harvested weather 
report images. He is survived by his wife 
of 59 years, Anita, three children and 
their spouses, and five grandchildren.

MILTON KOPELMAN ’46, 91, died August 
24, 2018. He was born in New York 
City and grew up in the Bronx. After 
graduating from City College, he went on 
to Columbia University for his Masters. 
He became a biology teacher at Bronx 
Science in 1949, and went on to run 
the biology department before being 
named principal in 1977. He retired in 
1990. He was married to his wife Harriet 
for 68 years, and leaves three children, 
six grandchildren, and two great-
grandchildren.

ASCHER KATZ ’48, 91, died on March 
22, 2019. He was born in the Bronx to 
immigrants from Czarist Russia. At age 
15, he attended City College, where he 
was President of the Student Council, but 
enlisted in the Navy before he graduated 
to serve in World War II. Upon his return, 
he suffered a major stroke. Despite some 

paralysis to his right side, after he 
graduated from City College he went 
on to Harvard Law School. His first 
job as a lawyer was at the NYC Legal 
Aid Society. He went on to become 
a partner at Katz and Klein, Esqs., 
and served as a Greenburgh Town 
Court Judge for 23 years. Ascher was 
an active Democrat and a trustee of 
Temple Israel Center. His wife of 50 
years, Barbara, predeceased him. He is 
survived by his three daughters, their 
spouses, and three grandchildren.

EUGENE STAMPER ’48, 91, died April 
27, 2019. Gene worked for NASA. He 
was a professor at NJIT, lauded for 
his work and leadership in energy 
conservation and community zoning. 
He is survived by wife, Sally, daughter, 
Marcy, and sister, Sheila.

50s|NORMAN ITZKOWITZ  
’53, Professor Norman 

Itzkowitz, 87, died on Jan. 20, 2019. 
Norman was born 1931 on the Lower 
East Side. After Stuyvesant High 
School, he majored in history at 
City College and was awarded the 
Cromwell Medal in History. An avid 
fencer, he won a varsity letter, and 
another one in lacrosse. Itzkowitz 
earned his PhD at Princeton in Turkish 
studies. He joined the faculty as an 
instructor in 1958 and was named 
a Professor in 1973. He also served 
as faculty advisor to the fencing 
and lacrosse teams. Itzkowitz was 
the recipient of a Ford Foundation 
Fellowship and a Carnegie Teaching 
Fellowship. He went on to translate, 
edit and revise many books, including 
books for young readers. He was 
married to Leonore Iztkowitz, 
whom he met at City College, for 
65 years. He is survived by his wife, 
his children, their spouses, and four 
granddaughters. 

JANET LIEBERMAN ’54, 97, died on 
March 19 in San Francisco. Born in 
1921 in Brooklyn, she was an award-
winning educator who transformed 
the learning landscape in New York 
City and state. She is survived by her 
son Dr. Randolph Hugh Chase.
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HENRY J. STERN ’54, 
83, died March 28, 
2019, at his Manhattan 
home. Henry was 
born in Manhattan, 
1935, to Walter and 
Jean (Friedlander) 
Stern. A very bright 
boy, he skipped 
grades at school. 
After graduating 
from Bronx Science 
High School and City 
College, he graduated 
from Harvard Law 
School at age 22. 
He was named 
Executive Director 
of the City Parks 
Department in 1966. 
Elected councilman 

in Manhattan in the 1970’s, he used his role to craft 
gay rights bills, and noise-control bills. He was the 
Parks and Recreation Commissioner under Ed Koch 
and Rudy Giuliani. During his tenure as Commissioner, 
he added 1,600 acres of parkland to the city, second 
only to Robert Moses. He was responsible for creating 
Strawberry Fields in Central Park after John Lennon 
died. Stern was credited with instituting a volunteer 
program and recruiting 40,000 people to work in the 
parks. He was married to Dr. Margaret Ewing for more 
than 50 years. He is survived by Margaret, his sons, 
Jared and Kenan, and five grand-children. 

SAM PERELSON ’56 CPA, 84, died May 8, 2019. During 
his tenure at City College, he was editor-in-chief of the 
student newspaper, “The Ticker.” His accounting firm, 
started in 1964, merged to become the modern-day 
Perelson Weiner. Active in the Democratic Party, the 
Jewish community, and the accounting world, he was 
married to Ruth Cohen Perelson for 62 years. Sam is 
survived by Ruth, his three daughters and sons-in-law, 
and five grandchildren. 

60s|LARRY COHEN ’63, 82, 
died March 23, 2019 in 

Beverly Hills. Cohen was a successful 
film and TV producer and screenwriter. 
His writing credits include Phone 
Booth, with Colin Farrell in 2002, the 
long-running series NYPD Blue, and 
Return of the Magnificent Seven (1966). 
He was known for his early-career 
horror films, such as It’s Alive (1974). 
He is survived by his wife Cynthia 

Costas Cohen, two daughters, three step-children, two 
grandchildren, and five step-grandchildren.

70s|WILLIAM J. LOWY ’73, 66, died April 30, 2019. 
A graduate of the Bronx High School of Science 

and NYU School of Law, Bill specialized in bankruptcy law. 
He was known for his unique wit and sense of humor as well 
as his love of cooking, travel, and politics. Bill is survived by 
his wife, Reva Gershen Lowy, their three daughters and their 
spouses. 

90s|OLGA PERKOVIC 
’90, 50, died March 

3, 2018. She and her youngest 
son, Aaron age 7, perished in a 
tragic accident in Tahoe. Born in 
Belgrade, the former Yugoslavia, 
she emigrated to the U.S. in 1986. 
Perkovic graduated CCNY and 

went on to get her Masters and PhD in physics from Cornell 
University. She was an avid fencer at CCNY. She married 
David M. Goodstein in 1993. She is survived by David, and 
two children.

10s|GREGORY HOWARD ’14, 47, died March 19, 
2019. He attended CCNY-CWE from 2012-

2014. His major was Interdisciplinary Liberal Arts & 
Science with a concentration in Public Administration. At 
the time of his death, Howard was pursuing a master’s 
degree at the School of Professional Studies.

LEONARD DINNERSTEIN ’55, 84, died Jan. 22, 
2019. He was born in the Bronx to Abraham and 
Lillian (Kubrick) Dinnerstein. After graduating 
from City College, he earned a Masters and a 
Doctorate in American History from Columbia 
University. His doctoral dissertation immediately 
launched him into the canons of academia. He 
wrote about the 1915 lynching of Leo Frank, a 
Jewish factory manager, in Atlanta. His thesis, titled “The 
Leo Frank Case,” was published in 1968 by Columbia University 
Press and has never been out of print since. Heralded as one of 

the nation’s foremost scholars of anti-Semitism, he wrote the definitive book “Anti-
Semitism in America” (1994). Dinnerstein was a history professor at University of 
Arizona (1970 – 2004), as well as director of Judaic Studies (1993-2000). He is 
survived by his wife, Myra, their son, a sister, and a granddaughter.

OBITUARIES
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OBITUARIES

IN MEMORIAM
Seymour S. Cohen ’36
Arthur Howard ’36
Leo Helzel ’38
Seymour Simon ’39
Lawrence  Eisenberg ’40
Harold Singer ’40
Nathaniel Zelazo ’40
Melvin Cohn ’41
Ralph S. Solecki ’42
Joseph Zimmerman ’42
Robert Filler ’43
Jerome Kerson ’43
Albert Kassabian ’47
Seymour Savetsky ’47
Shirley Talbot ’47
Anthony H. Santulli ’48
Sol Schwartz ’48
Eugene Stamper ’48
H. Jack Apfelbaum ’49
Joseph Bossman ’49
Donald Botvinick ’49
Louis Goldberger ’49
Felix Liebmann ’49
Samuel Mahood ’49
Oriole Peterfreund ’49
George Shaw ’49
Ellen S. Silbowitz ’49
Irving Like ’50
Bernice R. Sandler ’50
Edward Cohen ’51
Renee Luberoff ’51
Abraham Cohen ’52
Marvin Garfinkel ’52
Robert Mark ’52
Frances L. Spector (Rothowitz) ’52
Lawrence S. Wiener ’52

Herman Eldering ’53
Alan Kohn ’53
Stanley A. Wolpert ’53
Shepard Bennett ’54
Estelle Kisseloff Haber ’54
Irwin Math ’54
Frederic Parasch ’54
Maurice Passy ’54
Henry Stern ’54
Leonard Dinnerstein ’55
Nickander Damaskos ’56
Herbert Yellin ’56
Gaetano J. Fragala ’57
Larry G. Cohen ’58
David Sturniolo ’58
Howard K. Hanwit ’59
Olvin R. McBarnette ’59
Anthony Piscitello ’59
Richard Stern ’59
James Walsh ’59
Theodore Rosenberg ’60
Irving Green ’61
Joseph Hankin ’61
Charles H. Perez ’61
Wilfred Phipps ’61
Louis S. Haffner ’65
Edward M. Oblow ’65
Anthony Rigono ’65
Martin L. Greenwald ’67
Grace B. White ’67
Anthony Badolato ’68
Marilyn Braveman ’68
Michael Green ’68
Rafael J. Guzman ’68
Joseph Laulicht ’68
Peter R. Maynard ’68

Ernest H. Mukamal ’68
Peter Barreto ’69
John P. Logun ’69
Gary P. Padover ’70
William Shapiro ’70
Robert Brodowski ’71
Steven J. Pfeffer ’71
Rena Y. Orner ’72
Cheryl Thompson-Sard ’72
William A. Medley Jr. ’73
Catherine Makris ’75
Gerhard Sehne ’76
Jane Blenner ’79
Douglas P. Steward II ’79
Titi Teriba ’79
Patricia T. Thompson ’79
Edward D. Zwyer ’79
Robert Fischl ’86
Ruth Fleischner ’86
Joseph Holman 
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AUTO AND HOME INSURANCE DISCOUNTS—Liberty Mutual’s “Group 
Savings Plus” offers local service and 24 hour roadside assistance. Over 9,500 
alumni and their families have enrolled and taken advantage of insurance 
discounts that are not available to individual customers. 

EXCLUSIVE CCNY ALUMNI SOCIAL AND 
NETWORKING EVENTS—Take advantage of this 
immense network of professional contacts.  Take a 
resume building workshop, get a foot in the door 
for your next job, become a mentor or mentee in 
your field. 

DISCOUNT MOVIE TICKETS, THEME PARKS, 
MUSEUMS, AND MORE—Access to the Working 

Advantage members-only program, offering exclusive 
discounts (up to 60% off) and special offers to theme 

parks, movie tickets, hotels, Broadway shows, and more!

CCNY ACCESS AND CAREER SERVICES — Enjoy continued access to 
the campus, including Cohen Library, Wingate gymnasium, and the Career and 
Professional Development Institute (job postings, resume reviews, webinars, 
networking events, etc.). 

TUITION SAVINGS — 10% discount on courses or certificate 
programs offered by the CCNY Office of Continuing Education. 

BUYER’S EDGE—Exclusive access to a network of vendors 
who agreed to give substantial discounts and a lowest price 
guarantee on large purchases, such as appliances, TVs, cars, 
furniture, and more! 

CAR RENTAL DISCOUNTS—Special discounts for members 
through AVIS, HERTZ, and BUDGET. 

1-800-FLOWERS—10% off every purchase.

LONG TERM CARE COVERAGE—Through Long Term Preferred 
Care, Inc. Choose between four different programs: Allianz Life, CNA, Great 
American, and New York Life. Agents will counsel alumni to determine which 
plan meets their needs and resources. Coverage includes: Nursing Home Care, 
Assisted Living Facility Care, and Home/Health Care. 

DISABILITY INCOME INSURANCE—Protect the income you depend on 
with monthly disability benefits of $1,000 or $2,000 from CNA.

DENTAL CARE INSURANCE—The CIGNA network of managed dental 
care providers consists of 10,000 qualified dentists in 165 major markets. No 
deductibles. No annual or lifetime maximums. No charge for exams, X-rays, 
cleaning. All members are eligible, regardless of age.

LIFE INSURANCE—The Mercer Life Insurance program is one of our oldest 
benefits. The program currently covers more than 1,000 alumni and their 
family members.

*NEW* AFLAC SUPPLEMENTAL INSURANCE—AFLAC pays cash 
benefits directly to you, when you’re sick or injured. You can use the cash to 
help cover expenses that major medical does not—like mortgage, groceries, or 
whatever you need. It’s like a safety net for you and your family.

MEDICARE SUPPLEMENT INSURANCE—If you are eligible for Medicare 
and are looking for coverage to help fill the gaps left by your Medicare coverage, 
you will be pleased with the options provided to members with the four 
Transamerica Medicare Supplement Insurance Plans. You can select your own 
doctors, specialists and hospitals. 

ALUMNUS GUIDE TO BENEFITS

AND MORE
•  Receive 3 printed issues 

of the Alumnus magazine 
and a monthly Alumni 
Beat E-newsletter, where 
you can learn about the 
College, Fellow Alumni, and 
today’s students.  

•  Opportunity to participate 
in Alumni Association 
social/cultural functions, 
such as tours, art 
exhibitions, theater 
performances, and dinners.

•  Participation in events and 
programs of our 15 affiliate 
groups and nationwide 
chapters, which include 
recognition dinners, 
mentoring programs, 
educational and social 
gatherings, trips, lectures/
seminars, and career 
networking events.    

ENCOURAGE YOUR 
CLASSMATES TO ENROLL 
AND BECOME ACTIVE 
MEMBERS OF THE 
ALUMNI ASSOCIATION. 
ALL MEMBERS RECEIVE 
SPECIAL DISCOUNT 
CODES TO ACCESS 
SPECIAL BENEFITS OF 
MEMBERSHIP. TO JOIN OR 
OBTAIN MORE DETAILS 
CALL 212-234-3000.

ALUMNI ASSOCIATION OF CCNY



SPRING/SUMMER 2019 . ALUMNUS | 21

ALUMNUS CROSSWORD
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28CCNY AND FILM
Featuring fun facts found in 
this issue and film trivia.

ACROSS
3. City College was known as “the____ 
man’s Harvard.” 

5.Harris famously said, Open the ____  
to all.”

7. In 1921, he lectured about relativity in 
the Great Hall.

11. Anita____, CCNY’s 172rd 
commencement keynote speaker.

12. James O’Flaherty Jr. founded ____ 
Home News in 1907. 

16. Alfred Hitchcock’s favorite plot 
device. 

19. Dadaist Hans ____ taught in the 
Institute of Film Techniques at CCNY.

20. Students traditionally rubs the nose 
of this famous president (bronze bust) 
during finals week. 

22. ____ School of Architecture 
celebrating its 50th anniversary. 

24. The City College of New York was 
originally founded as the ____ Academy 
of the City of New York in 1847.

25. In 1930, CCNY admitted ____ for the 
first time.

26. Used to identify a woman by her 
maiden family name

27. A small board which holds 
information identifying a film shot.

1. In 1951, the entire institution 
became ______.

2. Alexander Hamilton home in the 
Heights.

4. CCNY founder _____ Harris.

DOWN

6. CCNY’s Neo-Gothic campus was 
designed by George Browne Post, the 
architect of the ____ Exchange.

8. Documentary Filmmaker, Rachel 
Leah Jones, won the Golden Alexander 
Award at the____ Documentary 
Festival, in Greece.

9. Civil War Union hero at the battle 
of Gettysburg and president of the 
College in the 19th century.

10. ____ lounge, the location for 
CCNY’s Food Pantry.

13. Charles ____, first African American 
dean of engineering at CCNY.

14. Univ. system of which City College 
is the flagship institution.

15. Hulu’s new novel to television 
adaptation series of Joseph Heller’s 
____-22. 

17. Game of ____, famous HBO series 
finally ends after eight seasons.

18. Ten CCNY graduates went on to 
win ____Prizes.

21 . CCNY’s mascot,____ the 
beaver.

23. Stanley Nelson premiered 
his latest documentary, “Miles 
Davis: Birth of the ____,” at 
CCNY.

28. When an actor has 
completely memorized his or 
her lines and is no longer in 
need of the script.
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