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T H E  A L U M N U S

Transitions can be challenging. Sometimes 
sad. And almost always exciting. They are our 
bridges to a new idea or reality. As leaves fall 
and we begin to feel the season shift, so too does 
the Alumni Association continue to embrace 
transition, change and an exciting new chapter.  

First and foremost, I am sad to bid farewell to “a 
true son of City College” and my friend, Donald 
Jordan, who after a long battle with cancer passed 
away in mid-August. As the former Executive 
Vice President, he led the Alumni Association 

staff for 31 years. We mourn our loss while celebrating his life and dedication 
with a tribute on page 17. Don will be greatly missed!

This issue is chock full of great stories that explore new endeavors and 
celebrate milestones. On page 2, we welcome our new Board President, 
Gary Calnek; on page 11, we honor a significant moment in the history of 
the physical CCNY campus; and our cover story (pgs 4-7) celebrates the 
many CCNY graduates who have significantly contributed to the U.S. space 
exploration program, including the Apollo 11 mission to the moon. These 
milestones don’t happen overnight. As any CCNY graduate knows, success is 
achieved by consistent hard work and perseverance.  

It is also important to note that no one makes it on their own. Success often 
relies on those who came before us to look back, appreciate their path, and 
help those students of today. Accordingly, on November 7, we hold our 
Annual Alumni Gala Dinner in the Great Hall, our only major fundraiser. 
This year we honor dozens of current students with scholarships, four amazing 
graduates with the Townsend Harris Medal, and our esteemed professor      
Dr. Michio Kaku with the Finley Award for his outstanding and inspiring 
work in physics. We hope you will choose to give back and join us for this 
remarkable event. You can find ticket and event information on pg. 8.  

Transitions move slowly. Mother Nature reminds us of this in the literal air we 
breathe and experience. She provides us with a fluid transition. It’s gradual. 
We, too, begin to shift slowly and allow our work to move us toward the next 
level of success.

—David Covington

FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
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ALUMNI ASSOCIATION WELCOMES 
NEW PRESIDENT

Before he graduated from City 
College in 1967 with a degree in 
history, Gary Calnek had already 
been recognized for leadership. 
As a high school student at 
Samuel Gompers Vocational 
Technical High School in the 
Bronx, he was active in a large 
youth organization called the 48th 

Precinct Teen Council. In 1963, he was one of eight 
high school students selected city wide to be honored 
for leadership by the Journal American newspaper. 

The following year, as a freshman at CCNY, he was 
one of four recipients nationwide of a Young American 
Medal for Service. At the White House ceremony that 
was to be presided over by President John F. Kennedy, 
President Lyndon Johnson honored the young leaders.

These early honors were indicators of a public service 
career that would span decades. Calnek was hired 
immediately after graduation by a community youth 
organization and soon followed the person who 
hired him to a program within the city’s Human 
Resources Administration that offered a career training 
to unemployed and underemployed New Yorkers. 
The national pilot program trained teacher’s aides, 
nurse’s aides, and hospital aides partnering with 
City University of New York’s community colleges. 
Participants were able to earn their high school 
diplomas and enter into a community college on a 
career path. Working with the Department of Social 
Services, the training led to guaranteed jobs, moving 
people off public assistance and breaking the cycle of 
poverty.

Later, Calnek was recruited to manage the SRO crisis when homeless 
families were placed in uninhabitable single room occupancy hotels. 
The crisis culminated with community activists occupying the executive 
offices of city government. Working with the city housing agencies, the 
Board of Education, and other key players, Calnek and his team worked 
to transition the families to permanent placement and the children into 
schools.

He was instrumental in the Emergency Medical Service negotiating with 
the state civil service commission to have an alternate mechanism to 
qualify to be an EMT or paramedic. Recruiting, training and educating 
candidates, working again with CUNYs community colleges, resulted in 
a city resident career path to an EMT career. Calnek was then charged 
with creating a new agency for city school construction and maintenance 
through the School Construction Authority, before moving on to the 
Health and Hospital Corporation where he directed human resources for 
three major metropolitan hospitals and three diagnostic and treatment 
centers.

“The accomplishments of my career have been a by-product of team efforts, 
people focused on a common goal. I pride myself on team building and am 
a believer in success in planning. If what you are doing is meaningful, it’s 
not only what you do when you are there, it’s what you leave. It’s not only 
the things accomplished but the people you can train so they can carry on.”

A longtime supporter of his alma mater, Calnek became more involved 
with the City College Alumni Association as an officer, serving as treasurer, 
and then 3rd, 2nd and 1st vice president of the board. He also chaired the 
college affairs committee and was active in finance and other areas before 
becoming president this year. “I always ascribed to the idea of ‘to whom 
much is given much is expected’.” 

Calnek points out that the graduates of CCNY make New York City a 
better place. The College produces lawyers, doctors and architects who 
change and build the city. Others manage businesses and make public 
sector contributions. 

“At the time I went to CCNY, we got in on our academic records and 
received a first-rate education and academic training that led us to great 
careers.” He cites CCNY’s role in successfully moving large numbers of 
people into the middle class. “I want to continue my participation under 
the current insightful administration led by Dr. Boudreau, to preserve 
that rich history. I’ve always had a can-do attitude and considered myself 
a change agent. I was like a sponge — I was receptive to mentoring, 
fortunate that very accomplished professors throughout my career provided 
instruction and direction. It has inspired me to do the same.”

CCNY freshman Gary Calnek, flanked by Robert F. Kennedy 
and President Lyndon B. Johnson, receives a national medal for 
service, as one of four young people honored in 1964.
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BY SEAMUS SCANLON, MFA ’07

At age 14, Dulce Martinez came to the US from Mexico 
as an undocumented immigrant speaking no English. 
She had to drop out of high school in 10th grade. In 
2015, as a mother of two, she obtained her GED. She 
went on to CUNY’s Borough of Manhattan Community 
College (BMCC) on a Dreamer’s scholarship and through 
her determination earned an associate’s degree in Early 
Childhood Education. She then enrolled at City College’s 
Division of Interdisciplinary Studies at the Center for 

Worker Education (CWE) and, like many CWE students, she was able to 
manage multiple roles as a single mother, worker and student. She graduated 
this year.

City College Downtown, home to CWE, was founded in 1981 as a partnership 
of organized labor and City College to enable union members to attend college 
degree classes in the evenings and Saturdays. Thirty-eight years later CWE still 
maintains this schedule to accommodate students of all stripes who cannot 
attend daytime classes. The average student age is 30 (ranging from 23 to 75) 
and many are first generation college attendees including recent immigrants. 
Other students are returning to college after their previous studies were 
disrupted for various reasons. 

Martinez’s next goal is to pursue an MA and a PhD in Early Childhood 
Education. Supporting children’s development, especially of children with 
special needs, is one of her main interests as is giving back to her community. 
“At CWE, I found the perfect place, with extraordinary staff and professors 
who shared their own pathways of success with me and gave me the skills and 
confidence to achieve my goals,” she said.

In addition to awarding City College degrees, CWE hosts significant cultural 
and academic events, including the Americas Film Festival of New York, the 
Americas Poetry Festival of New York, an International Human Rights Forum 
and an International Conference on the Historical Links between Spain and 
North America. 

In the last two years CWE students Jillian Alvelo (2018) and Kereen Brown 
(2019) have won prestigious $10,000 Women’s Forum awards. Every year 
students at the Center can also compete internally for $20,000 in awards and 
scholarships. The very active and pro-active CWE Alumni Group (President 
Nina Woods ’12) sponsors an award of $1,000 every year for a returning 
student. In 2018-2019 they recruited 150 new alumni members. To join the 
alumni group email membership@ccnyalumni.org.

SUCCESS STORIES DAILY FOR ADULT 
STUDENTS AT CCNY’S CENTER FOR 
WORKER EDUCATION

CWE offers 4 credit classes; a 12 credit 
(cost-free) Life Experience Program; 
an award winning library service 
(Carnegie Corporation); a writing 
center; a student counseling service; 
a computer laboratory and offices of 
Admissions; Financial Aid and Student 
Affairs. CWE operates a unique one-
on-one advising service that guides 
students from pre-application right 
through to graduation. As a result 
CWE has one of the best performing 
schools across the City University of 
New York network. In May 2019, 175 
students graduated from CWE, 91 
with honors.

The BS in Early Childhood Education 
is ranked #1 in New York State and 
# 13 in the US. The Center also 
awards a BA in Interdisciplinary Arts 
& Sciences, a BA/MA in The Study 
of The Americas and an MA in The 
Study of The Americas. MA alums are 
pursuing PhD programs in the Grad 
Center CUNY, George Washington 
University, Claremont Graduate 
College and Rutgers University among 
others.
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CCNY IN SPACE
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CCNY IN SPACE
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During this 50th anniversary year of the Apollo moon landing, The Alumni 
Association looks back at those who graduated from City College and went on to 
play instrumental roles in the space program.
 
City College graduates historically go on to higher callings and the tradition is no 
more clear than in the case of CCNY alumni who have significant accomplishments 
and contributions to the US space program.

CCNY IN SPACE...
AND BEYOND

ANTHONY J. DINARDO (EE ’64), received a Lifetime 
Achievement Award from Northrup Grumman in 
2010 for his work as Chief Scientist on the Space-
Based Infrared Systems (SBIR), particularly sensor 
performance, and his storied accomplishments in the 
areas of both military and space science. At CCNY, 
He created the syllabus for a graduate level course 
on Electro-optic and Infrared Remote Sensing Space 
Systems Engineering in 2007.    

DR. JOEL ENGEL (EE ’57), was working on 
communication technology at Bell Laboratories 
when NASA started the Apollo Moon project. NASA 
requested a team to form a Systems Engineering Group, 
Bellcore, to help manage the project and Dr. Engel was 
a member of the team. Later, Engel was instrumental in 
creating an Advanced Mobile Phone System (AMPS), 
for which he earned the moniker “Father of Cellular 
Telephone.” He was awarded a National Medal of 
Technology by Pres. Clinton, the Draper Award in 2013 
and CCNY’s Townsend Harris medal in 2014.

PETER EMMANUEL (EE ’65), hired by Radio Company 
of America (RCA) Services Co., went on to design 
test equipment for the lunar excursion module (LEM). 
RCA’s radar system, at the time, was in competition 
for a bid with Hughes Aircraft’s optical tracking 
system. Emmanuel’s contribution was a sensor for 
accurately determining the speed of the radar target 
as it proceeded on a moveable track. RCA won the 
competition, and Emmanuel continued to do his part to 
technologically launch the space program further afield.
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LESTER GERHARDT (EE ’61), played a critical role in 
designing visual simulation systems for NASA, the Apollo 
11 mission and the Lunar Excursion Module (LEM), while 
working for Bell Aerospace. He went on to become a 
founding member of the NASA Center for Intelligent Robotic 
Systems and Space Exploration at Rensselaer Polytechnic 
Institute, where he remained as an academic for 46 years. 
He was the recipient of many awards, including a Townsend 
Harrist medal in 2015. He died on Sept. 20, 2018.

AL NAGLER (PHYSICS, ’69), was integral to the success 
of the Apollo 11 moon landing 50 years ago. Nagler, who 
worked at Farrand Optical Co. at the time, was given the 
assignment of designing the optical system for NASA’s 
Apollo Moon Landing Simulator. His experience staring 
out at the simulated moon and stars inspired Nagler to 
found Tele Vue Optics, in 1977, dedicated to serving the 
astronomer community. Now, Tele Vue has brought out a 
commemorative Apollo 11 mm eyepiece in honor of the big 
occasion.  
 

LT. CMDR. MARIO RUNCO, JR., (BS, EARTH AND 
PLANETARY SCIENCE, ’93) didn’t just dream about 
becoming an astronaut, like most kids. He actually became 
one. Runco logged over 551 hours in space during three 
different space shuttle missions, and conducted one 
spacewalk. He also designed window optics for Space 
Station Earth and Window Observational Research Facility. 
Runco retired in 2018. He was awarded the Townsend Harris 
medal in 1993.

RALPH SHAPIRO (ME ’44) started college at CCNY when he 
was just 15 years old. He went on to manage operations for 
NIMBUS, NASA’s weather research satellites. To describe this 
amazing journey, he published a memoir in 2012 called From 
NYC Lower East Side to NASA Satellites Operations Manager, 
available on Amazon.

JOEL STRASSER (BA ’61) took a unique path, studying both 
Engineering and Journalism at CCNY. He spent his early 
days as a News Editor at Electronics magazine where he 
participated in satellite experiments with NASA. Strasser was 
credited with the transmission of the first color photograph 
by communications satellite using NASA’s Relay II. Strasser 
went on to become the New York Bureau Chief for Space 
Aeronautics magazine. He is an Associate Fellow in the 
American Society of Aeronautics and Astronauts. He took 
the leap to public relations with Hill & Knowlton, Inc. and 
stayed there for 16 years as Vice President. He went on to 
found his own company Strasser & Assoc. He was recently 
honored by the Marquis’ Who’s Who with a Lifetime 
Achievement Award for his work in Communications.

CCNY IN SPACE

CURRENT CCNY 
PARTNERSHIPS 
WITH NASA

While alumni reach for the 
stars and achieve them, 
closer to home CCNY 
faculty, students and 
departments strive for and 
achieve strong partnerships 
with NASA in a multitude of 
exciting research capacities.

PROF. MARIA TZORTZIOU, 
DEPT. OF EARTH AND 
ATMOSPHERIC SCIENCES, 
and her research team 
were awarded a 2019 NASA 
Group Achievement Award, 
at NASA Langley’s Honor 
Awards Ceremony, for work 
on a two-year multi-agency 
field campaign program 
in the Chesapeake Bay. 
The Ozone Water-Land 
Environmental Transition 
Study (OWLETS) brought 
collaboration between 
scientists, measuring air 
quality over land and air 
quality over sea, and then 
sharing those findings with 
counterparts at NASA, the 
Environmental Protection 
Agency and National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration, so as to 
form a seamless bridge 
between research and the 
implementation of the 
air quality management 
and public health policy. 
Three CCNY graduate 
students, Brian Lamb, Owen 
Parker and Corey Scher, 
participated.  
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KYLE MCDONALD, THE TERRY ELKES 
PROFESSOR DEPARTMENT CHAIR, EARTH 
AND ATMOSPHERIC SCIENCE, has been 
selected by NASA for the NASA-ISRO Synthetic 
Aperture Radar (NISAR) mission science team 
to prepare for the satellite’s planned launch in 
late 2021. In addition to NASA, Jet Propulsion 
Laboratory, California Institute of Technology, 
India’s Space Research Organization (ISRO) 
and academic science teams throughout the 
U.S. are working on this flagship Earth Science 
Mission launch dedicated to studying hazards 
and global environmental change. McDonald’s 
proposal, “Characterizing Terrestrial Surface 
Hydrodynamics and Biodiversity with Synthetic 
Aperture Radar: Contributions to NISAR Science,” 
will develop work to provide scientific guidance 
in measurement, requirements, product definition, 
algorithm development, calibration, validation, and 
early engagement in support of the new imaging 
radar system. 

THE NEWLY CREATED NASA-CCNY CENTER 
FOR ADVANCED BATTERIES FOR SPACE is 
underway thanks to a $3 million, three-year-grant 
awarded by NASA’s Minority University Research 
and Education Project (MUREP) Institutional 
Research Opportunity (MIRO) in July. Assistant 
Prof. Robert Messinger, Department of Chemical 
Engineering, Grove School of Engineering, is 
director of research and education. The Center at 
CCNY is in collaboration with Jet Propulsion Lab 
(JPL) and Northeastern University. The primary 
focus is on “next-generation batteries” for robotic 
spacecraft undertaking deep space missions, 
and the secondary focus is to train highly skilled, 
diverse STEM engineers in electrochemical energy 
storage, an area of strategic importance identified 
by NASA for the nation. The NASA grant is part of 
NASA MUREP MIRO’s initiative to support research 
and further education within designated academic 
bodies for students and faculty in STEM careers. 
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City College’s own renowned theoretical physicist and 
populizer of science, Dr. Michio Kaku will be this 
year’s recipient of the 71st John H. Finley Award, in 
recognition of exemplary dedicated service to the City 
of New York while enhancing the quality of life of its 
people. 

Kaku, who is the Henry Semat Professor of Physics 
at City College and also on the faculty of the CUNY 
Graduate Center, is the co-founder of string field theory 
(a branch of string theory), and continues Einstein’s 
search to unite the four fundamental forces of nature 
into one unified theory.  

The #1 bestselling author of The Future of the Mind 
traverses the frontiers of astrophysics, artificial 
intelligence, and technology to offer a stunning vision of 
man’s future in space, from settling Mars to traveling to 
distant galaxies.

Kaku says we are entering “a new Golden Age of space 
exploration.” In his latest bestselling book, The Future of 
Humanity, Kaku “presents a compelling vision of how 
humanity may develop a sustainable civilization in outer 
space,” notes publisher Penguin Random House. “He 
reveals the developments in robotics, nanotechnology, 
and biotechnology that may allow us to terraform and 
build habitable cities on Mars and beyond.” Kaku 
explores new technologies, interstellar travel, parallel 
universes, and the concepts of God and natural law.

Kaku graduated from Harvard University, earned his 
PhD at Univ. of California-Berkeley and has taught at 
CCNY since 1973.
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R E M I N D E R  T O  A T T E N D  O U R  A N N U A L  G A L A

139th Annual
Alumni Gala Dinner

T H U R S D A Y,  N OV E M B E R  7,  2 0 1 9
The Great Hall of Shepard Hall | The City College of New york

Entertainment by Grammy Award-winning Vince Giordano and the Nighthawks

For general questions regarding the Annual Gala Dinner or Alumni Association of CCNY, 
please contact us at  212-234-3000 or info@ccnyalumni.org.

Dr. Michael Baden ’55
Board-certified forensic 
pathologist, former Chief 
Medical Examiner of New York 
City and host of HBO’s Autopsy.

Dr. Darlene Ehrenberg ’63
Pioneering and innovative 
psychoanalyst, distinguished 
clinician, respected teacher and 
an internationally recognized 
scholar and writer in the field.

THE 71ST JOHN H. FINLEY AWARD
In recognition of exemplary dedicated service to the City of New York and the nation

while enhancing the quality of life of its people.

Dr. Michio Kaku
Renowned theoretical physicist, 
futurist and popularizer of science.  
Co-founder of String Field Theory 
and Professor at CCNY and CUNY 
Graduate Center.  

THE 2019 TOWNSEND HARRIS MEDALISTS
Established in 1933 by a gift from the class of 1906 for recognition of outstanding postgraduate 

achievement in their chosen fields.

Dr. Allen Hershkowitz ’78
Widely recognized environmental 
scientist, activist, writer, lecturer and 
strategic sustainability advisor.  Recently 
appointed Environmental Science 
Advisor to the New York Yankees.  

Dr. Guillermo Linares ’75
First Dominican-born elected 
to public office in the U.S. (1991).  
Served on NYC Council 
1992-2001.

To purchase tickets or make a donation, visit: www.ccnyalumni.org/annualdinner
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CCNY’S SONIC ARTS CENTER 
CELEBRATES 25 YEARS

The success of any program is measured by the accomplishments of their alumni.  
Graduates of CCNY’s Sonic Arts program have won Grammys, Emmys, and top 
ten placements on the iTunes and Billboard charts, worked with recording artists 
including Eric Clapton, Richie Havens, Lady Gaga, Jay-Z, and Bruno Mars, 
provided music and audio support on broadcast and movie projects including 
Wedding Crashers, featuring Owen Wilson & Vince Vaughn; X-Factor; The Wolf 
of Wall Street, featuring Leonardo Di Caprio; The Tonight Show with Jimmy 
Fallon; as well as commercials for Apple, Volvo, Pepsi, and Verizon. 

The Music Department’s Sonic Arts Center offers a four-year, Bachelor of Music 
(BM) degree with a concentration in Audio Technology. This highly selective 
program combines classroom instruction, under the guidance of highly regarded, 
active professionals with an extensive amount of hands-on experience in the 
Center’s seven studios. The Center’s facilities have been designed and installed by 
the Center’s staff and provide a completely professional working environment.  
Students are exposed to a wide range of music and audio subjects including, 
music composition and arranging, music theory and ear training, keyboard 
skills, audio recording in the studio and on location, music and post production 
mixing, and synthesis and sound design.

The center’s guiding force is its founding director and CCNY alumnus 
Paul Kozel (MA ’82), who oversees the curriculum, facilities design, and overall 
operation of the Center. “The Center’s curriculum and resources must always 
reflect the most current trends in the music and audio technology industry,” said 
Kozel. To that end Kozel has shifted the focus of courses and resources over the 
past few years as the music industry became less prominent in New York and 
post production work grew to offer plentiful opportunities. Kozel is also proud 
to note that approximately 60% of the program’s graduates are fully employed in 
music and audio industry.

“As of Fall of 2018 we were the first higher 
education facility in the New York Tri-
State area to support the exciting, new 
360˚ listening environment for film and 
broadcast, created by Dolby, called Atmos,” 
Kozel noted. In the summer of 2019 the 
Center completed a second studio that 
supports Atmos. As of this writing Apple 
announced the support of Atmos on their 
most recent phones and Amazon will soon 
be releasing their Echo Studio, an Atmos 
playback unit designed with Dolby.  

Kozel’s professional work includes music 
recording and producing and audio post 
production as a dialog editor, sound 
designer, sound mixer, location music mixer, 
and underscore mixer. His work in audio 
post production has been screened at over 
one hundred film festivals worldwide, won 
numerous awards, and has been covered by 
news organizations including the New York 
Times, Chicago Tribune, Los Angeles Times, 
BBC, NPR, Reuters, Wall Street Journal, and 
the Village Voice.

In 2020 The Sonic Arts Center will be 
celebrating a quarter century of training 
students for careers in the music and audio 
technology industry. To celebrate this 
landmark the Center is planning events for 
the Fall of 2020. Check back at 
sonicartscenter.com and stay tuned for 
dates!
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AN APPRECIATION: CCNY FENCING COACHES 
AND A CHAMPIONSHIP SEASON

BY BILL WARREN  ’75

In September 1970, I came to CCNY a skinny 
Brooklyn kid who had never been on an athletic 
team of any kind. I signed up for a Physical 
Education Fencing class with Professor Frank 
Seeley. He said I had some talent for fencing 
and that I could get my physical education 
requirement fulfilled if I joined the CCNY 
Freshman Fencing Team for a year. Oh, by the 
way, he added, City competes at the highest level 
of U.S. intercollegiate fencing, and we open the 
season in three months against Yale. 

I still remember that December 1970 day in New 
Haven — the first athletic competition of my life. 
We won 14-13. That ‘70/71 season, Seeley took 
a team of mostly New York City street kids, who 
had no fencing experience three months earlier, to 
compete against the fencing scholarship schools 
of the Ivy League and we came away with a record 
of 7-1. 

In 1970, City College’s opponents included 
fencing champions and even Olympians on their 
freshmen squads. Given all this, what Seeley 
achieved that season was even more remarkable 
in that these were team wins, not just exceptional 
performances by one or two gifted individuals. 

Seeley always wanted to be on one undefeated 
team in his life and he told us that in so many 
words, but after our sole loss to NYU, he did 
not express any disappointment with us. He 
commended us on our efforts, but he did blame 
himself for not making the right adjustments 
during the night. His attitude taught me that 
anything was achievable, and also the right thing 
to do was to take responsibility for one’s self and 
not project blame on others.

When I wrote to Beth Schmitt, Prof. Seeley’s 
daughter, earlier this year, she responded: “Thank 
you so much for sharing your memories of my 
Dad and Professor Lucia.  I am always happy to 
hear them.  He was very proud of your team. It is 
wonderful to know my Dad had such a positive 
impact on your life and that you and the team 
had a great impact on his.”

I started to take lessons from Professor Edward 
Lucia after joining the Varsity team in 1971. 
I had my few moments of fencing brilliance, 
including beating NYU’s epee Olympian twice in 
my senior year. 

Professor Lucia was always trying to motivate 
athletes to a new level. In my senior year, Coach 
learned that I had not lost a game of handball in 
2 years at the playground level. When he sensed a 
letdown in my intensity or attitude on the fencing 
strip, he would yell at me to “go play a good game 
of handball.” It was an attitude he knew I needed 
in order to win. 

Lucia once reminded us that fencing was only a 
sport and to not get too worked up about it. He 
shared that having a sick child who was going to a 
hospital was something to be worried about, not 
sports. This helped me keep my perspective as to 
what’s important in life. 

Prof. Lucia retired abruptly due to an illness and 
was unable to take us to the March 1974 NCAA 
fencing championships. At the last minute, Prof. 
Seeley accompanied us to Ohio to compete. 
CCNY finished 7th in the nation. The Campus 
newspaper reported on April 19, 1974 that this 
was the best CCNY team finish at NCAAs in 20 
years.

I visited Lucia in the East Orange, NJ, 
Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) hospital on 
their Spinal Cord Injury ward. It was my first 
encounter with spinal cord injuries, disabilities, 
healthcare, and the VA.  For a few years, I 
bounced around jobs and the country. Eventually, 
I went back to graduate school in Kinesiotherapy, 
and in 1982, got my first therapist job in the Palo 
Alto VA Spinal Cord Injury Center. I have had a 
very rewarding career in healthcare that perhaps 
might never have happened had I not visited the 
Coach on that VA spinal cord injury ward in 1974.

The self-esteem and confidence I developed 
competing for CCNY has enabled me in my life. 
Therapy has the same goal — to enable others in 
their lives. 

Four years later, in March 1974, 
the Epee Team won the Bronze 
team medal in the Eastern College 
Athletic Conference (ECAC) 
championships at Harvard. The 
team included: Gabriele Galgo, 
first on the left; the author, third 
from left; Benjamin Markiewicz, 
fifth from the left; John Karousos, 
far right, became City’s first NCAA 
First team All-American fencer, 
finishing 2nd in epee in the nation 
at the 1974 NCAA championships. 
David Cybel, team captain for both 
70/71 freshman and 73/74 varsity 
teams, is second from the right.

Fencing coaches Seeley, left, and 
Lucia.

1970/71 CCNY Freshman Fencing 
Team with Coach Seeley.
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BY DALTON WHITESIDE  ’18

As a graduate of CCNY’s Anne and 
Bernard Spitzer School of Architecture, 
I have a sincere admiration for my 
alma mater, its mission and its history. 
In one of my historical investigations 
at the College Archives, I learned that 
the South Campus was once a convent, 
Manhattanville College of the Sacred 
Heart, which had occupied the site since 
1847.

City College was desperate for space in 
the post-WWII period, and the college 
began working with City administrators 
to annex the neighboring convent in 
the late 1940’s. By 1952, City College’s 
efforts proved successful as CCNY and 
Manhattanville administrators arranged 
a ceremonial key transfer to officiate 
the sale of the property. The college 
president at the time, Harry N. Wright, 
was nearing the end of his term and had 
the honor of accepting the keys from 
Mother Fitzgerald, the Treasurer of the 
convent. The incoming President, Buell 
G. Gallagher got to cut the ribbon at the 
133rd Street and Convent Avenue gate 
amid much fanfare.

I wondered whatever happened to the 
keys that were given to President Wright 
in 1952. What did the large key unlock? 
Did it open the front door of the Main 
Building? Or to the front gate of the 
Convent itself? As for the large brass key, 
I liked to think of it as the “Key to the 
City” of South Campus. I was surprised 
to find the original key at the Archives of 
Manhattanville College in Purchase, NY. 
Unfortunately, the second smaller key 
seemed to be lost.

I wrote to the Manhattanville Archives 
to ask if I could borrow the original key 
so we might have it cast in a silicon mold 
and replicated. They generously agreed 
and about a week later we had the key 

THE KEYS TO THE CONVENT AVENUE GATE
A LOOK BACK AT CCNY HISTORY

Courtesy: 
Manhattanville 
College 
Archives

(L to R) Romy Fabal, 
Director of Student 
Health Services, 
Patricia Bianchi, 
CUNY LEADS Advisor, 
Vatthana Chin, 
Facilities Planning 
Director, Dalton 
Whiteside, BARCH 
’18, President Vince 
Boudreau, Prof. 
Sydney Van Nort, 
CCNY Chief Archivist, 
and Nilda Sanchez 
Rodriguez, Chief 
Architecture Librarian.  

back on campus.  It was a very unique experience to know that this 
historical artifact had returned to the campus after sixty-seven years.

This key officiated the transfer of one-third of the City College 
campus as we know it today!  In the end, I was able to successfully 
have a brass replica made from a mold and I asked President 
Vincent Boudreau if he would be interested in posing in a picture 
in the same spot on South Campus where President Wright 
accepted the key all those years ago. On July 24, 2019, President 
Boudreau arrived at the 133rd Street and Convent Avenue gate to 
walk to the place in front of what used to be Finley Student Center, 
now a great lawn, and we captured this special occasion.

While South Campus has drastically changed from its days as 
a Convent, this brief occasion marked a point in City College’s 
history when one of our most important historical artifacts returned 
home, if only for a short time. The original key resides in a good 
home (Manhattanville College), while I will be sharing the replica 
key with guests on architectural tours of the campus. I want to give 
guests the experience of holding history for themselves.
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FROM HARLEM TO BRUSSELS:  
CCNY AND THE EUROPEAN UNION
What would Angela Merkel say? 

As the Chancellor of Germany, her word carries the weight 
of a continent, particularly in a meeting of European Union 
officials. Four City College students will interpret her 
country’s positions on many issues —  including immigration 
and the economy — when they represent Germany in 
the SUNY Model European Union simulation at Vesalius 
College in Brussels in January. 

Brussels, the unofficial capital of the European Union, is a 
fitting destination for the 28 teams from the US and Europe 
to converge for three days of hammering out policies and 
decisions that affect more than a half billion people. 
The European Union is the largest democratically derived 
confederation in human history, representing the world’s 
largest economy as measured by gross domestic product 
with the euro quickly becoming the world’s second most 
important currency. 

Students get their training from Dr. Barbara Syrrakos, 
who teaches a course on “European Union” in the history 
department at City College, and prepares students to think 
like politicians and talk like diplomats, taking into account 
the varying cultures and histories, identity groups, issues, and 
political parties that are juggled in these deliberations.

William Vasiladiotis, a junior majoring in history and 
a member of the current team, said, “It is extremely 
important to be seriously thinking about EU-related 
problems in the age of Brexit and Euroscepticism.”  

Students represent country delegations in preparing to 
attend a European Council Summit, with each student 
playing an actual political figure from that country —  
the Head of Government, the Foreign Minister, Finance 
Minister, and another cabinet minister depending on 
the policy at hand, from fisheries to energy. Country 
teams prepare proposals for an item to be discussed at 
the summit, to generate an initial agenda of items to be 
debated in each functional group setting. 

Salome Gvinianidze (’16), a graduate student in Urban 
Planning at Hunter College, who took part in the 2014 
Model EU, said the simulation “helped me explore the 
international community and influenced my future 
career goals and academic interests. After coming back 
from Brussels, I declared a new major in International 
Studies, and decided to complete internships at global 
human rights organizations in New York, and at advocacy 
groups in Washington, DC.” She added, “The Model 
EU experience opened many doors, and led to lifelong 
friendships, connections, and unforgettable memories.”  

Salome Givinianidze today (above) as a CUNY graduate program manager, and with her 2014 model EU teammates in 2014.



LAUB BROTHERS HONORED 
AT YANKEE STADIUM 
Brooklyn-born brothers David (CE ’42) and Jack Laub 
(’47), CCNY Sports Hall of Famers, were taken out to the 
ballgame at Yankee Stadium on Aug. 3rd. Having served 
in WWII, the veterans’ honor was part of the Yankees 7th 
Inning Veteran Program. David Laub was a 2nd Lieutenant 
in the U.S. Army Corp of Engineers (1943-1946). Jack Laub 
served as a Lieutenant in the Coast Guard. They were 
welcomed onto the field, along with other members of 
their family, and then the entire stadium sang “God Bless 
America.” David played both JV and Varsity Basketball 
while he attended CCNY — the first engineering major to 

do so. He played professionally for the Troy Celtics, in the American Basketball 
League, a year before the creation of the NBA. He was inducted into the CCNY 
Sports Hall of Fame in 1998. Jack played for the Beavers (1941-1943) prior to his 
Coast Guard service. Upon his return, he spent four years at the University of 
Cincinnati and was drafted by the NBA in 1950. Jack was inducted into the CCNY 

Sports Hall of Fame in 2002 and in the National Jewish Sports Hall of Fame and Museum in 2014. 
David and Jack were honored a year ago, in Nov. 2018, at the 138th annual Alumni Association dinner at which 
they received the Townsend Harris Medal. David retired from his construction business in 2016 at the age of 
95. Jack was a pioneer in making generic pharmaceuticals easily available to consumers as well as creating 
the first mail-order pharmacy in New York. 

CLASS NOTES

CHARLES COPELAND, EE ’68, 
received the 2019 Engineering 
News-Record (ENR) New York 
Legacy Award for his outstanding 
contribution to engineering in 
the New York region. Copeland is 
president and CEO of Goldman 
Copeland, a company that recently 
celebrated its 50th anniversary. 
The hallmark of his tenure has been 
deep commitments to conservation, 
innovation, and alternative and 

green energy. He has been recognized with the highest 
eco-honors, most recently the 2018 and 2019 ACEC 
Platinum Awards. New York City’s skyline is peppered 
with iconic structures that Copeland and company 
helped build and maintain. He’s worked on the Empire 
State Building, Grand Central Terminal, New York 
University, Metro-North Railroad and the Brooklyn 
Botanical Gardens, to name-drop a few of the successful 
projects. His portfolio represents all major sectors 
whether private or non-profit, commercial, cultural 
and historic, transportation, healthcare, government or 
education. Copeland, in a recent speech celebrating five 
decades of service, declared, “We will continue building 
the future, from the inside out.” The Engineering News-
Record is a publication that dates back to the late 19th 
century and has reported, analyzed, and commented on 
the industry news ever since.

PAUL NIETZSCHMANN, CE ’78, 
was named Vice President and 
Infrastructure Group Leader, 
New York City, for Dewberry, 
a professional services firm, 
in June. Nietzschmann is a 
structural engineer, with four 
decades of experience, whose 
specialty is New York and the 
tri-state area’s bridge and tunnel 
infrastructure. Nietzschmann 

joins the company to help realize the goal of complex 
larger-scale bridge and highway projects. Nietzschmann 
is highly decorated, most recently a 2017 ASCE 
Roebling awardee for a lifetime of excellence in bridges. 
Dewberry is privately held and was voted #38 in the 
Engineering News-Record’s 2019 Top 500 Design Firms. 
Headquartered in Virginia, the company posted $450 
million in revenue in 2018. 

BRUCE PODWAL, CE ’59, recently published his first 
autobiographical book, “The Engineering is Easy: 
Memoir of a Project Manager.” The book, in addition 
to being a memoir, is a DIY practical guide for project 
managers, and those supervising project managers. 
Podwal’s story is compelling, and in clear, concise prose, 
he uses examples from his personal experience, as he 
discusses, analyzes and presents the difficulties,
(to be continued...)
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challenges and down-right mistakes that come with the 
job. Bruce chaired the CCNY Dept. of Civil Engineering 
Advisory Board but was also experienced in managing 
projects in the billions, such as NYC’s $10 billion 
Westway project. Podwal was elected a CCNY Chapter 
Honor Member of Chi Epsilon (the civil engineering 
honor society) and received the CCNY Engineering 
School Alumni’s Career Achievement Award. The Bruce 
Podwal Seminar Series, which was named in his honor, 
brings hot topics and the best and brightest speakers 
in engineering to the school. The book is aspiring 
for those just starting out, and inspiring for more 
experienced engineers who want to take their career 
further. All proceeds from the book are being donated 
to the CCNY’s Department of Civil Engineering. 

Artist CHRISTINE 
STODDARD, MFA ’19, 
recently donated three 
paintings to City College. 
Stoddard identifies as 
Salvadorian-American 
and her multicultural 
heritage brings a unique 
perspective to her work. 

During her graduate work at CCNY in Digital and 
Interdisciplinary Art Practice, she traveled, for the 
first time, to El Salvador, her mother’s homeland, on a 

Connor Study Abroad Fellowship. While in El Salvador, 
as an artist-in-residence at Laberinto Projects, she was 
able to cultivate an even richer palette of iconography 
and symbolism. The paintings will be installed and on 
view in Shepard Hall this fall. Stoddard is also a writer 
and founder of Quail Bell magazine. She splits her time 
between New York and Washington, D.C. 

Former editor of The Observation 
Post, GERALD “JERRY” ESKENAZI, 
’59, reviewed Joe Namath’s 
autobiography, “All the Way: My 
Life in Four Quarters,” for the WSJ.
com on July 04, 2019. The book, 
published by Little, Brown and Co., 
coincides with the 50th anniversary 
of Namath’s legendary Super Bowl 
“Guarantee.” Eskenazi should know a 
thing or two on the subject: Jerry was 

a sports reporter for The New York Times for 44 years. 
His beat? The Jets. He even authored a book on the 
subject titled “Gang Green: An Irreverent Look Behind 
the Scenes at Thirty-Eight Seasons of New York Jets 
Football Futility,” (Simon & Schuster, 1998). Eskenazi 
has been honored by CCNY; he was a Townsend Harris 
recipient in 2013. Eskenazi continues to write; he is a 
regular contributor to Forbes.com. 

“SUPERSTAR” JENNIFER BAKER WOWS 
PUBLISHING WORLD
Jennifer Baker ’01, took center stage in September as the winner of the 5th Annual Publishers Weekly Star Watch 
competition. Dubbed a “Superstar,” Baker is a production editor at Teachers College Press in New York, and a 
writer, but is no stranger to the limelight. Her essay “What We Aren’t” was listed as a Notable Essay in The Best 
American Essays 2018, and her podcast Minorities in Publishing was short-listed for a 2018 Digital Book World 
award. She was a Pushcart Prize nominee in 2017, the recipient of 2017 NYCSA/NYFA Artist Fellowship and a 2017 
Queens Council on the Arts New Work Grant for her essay collection to be published.

At the Star Watch awards ceremony Baker said, “I believe that all of us—in this room, this industry, and this 
climate—strive to effect progress and inclusivity, and to preserve safe spaces for everybody, not just 
the chosen few. I sincerely thank everyone in this space for the work 
they do and the work we’ll continue doing to create and sustain a 
representative industry.” 

Baker beat out 270 nominees, 50 honorees and five finalists, including 
two CCNY/PCP graduates, honorees Amber Oliver and Daniel Vazquez. 
Baker was nominated by Veronica Liu, a fellow graduate of CCNY’s MFA 
Publishing Certificate Program, and Director of WordUp Bookstore in 
Harlem. Baker will travel to Frankfurt, Germany in October to attend the 
industry’s major annual Book Fair, courtesy of the organizers, Frankfurter 
Buchmesse, who are partners in the Star Watch award. 
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EVA PELL’S TWEEN BOOKS FOCUS 
ON ENDANGERED ANIMALS 
Eva Pell’s (Biology, ’68) life journey has followed several career paths, 
all of which have converged perfectly in her new role as an author of 
books for middle schoolers. The native New Yorker has written a series 
entitled ResQ about saving endangered animals. The first in the series, 
“ResQ and the Baby Orangutan,” was launched at the National Zoo in 
September and a reading/book signing takes place at the Bronx Zoo 
in October.
 
Fascinated with plants and the outdoors as a child, Pell studied 

at City College and earned her PhD in Plant Biology at Rutgers. She spent two 
decades at Penn State University, as professor of plant pathology researching 
the effects of air pollutants. She became Penn State’s Senior VP Research and 
Dean Graduate School, immersing herself in the field of Material Science and its 
transformative effect for future generations. Pell later served as the Under Secretary 
for Science at the Smithsonian, overseeing operations for a bevy of the Institute’s 

national institutions. 

A 2006 Townsend Harris recipient for outstanding leadership and an active alumna and donor, Pell 
recognized education was key in reaching the next generation of earth stewards. Inspired by the 
efforts of scientists she’s worked with to save endangered animals, Pell created the ResQ series for 
children 9-12 years. Her fictional dynamic duo, Wheaton and Stowe, use all their combined skills to 
overcome poachers, peat bogs and more, accompanied by their photographer grandmother. 

DR. LARRY WASHINGTON 
was appointed 
Superintendent of Schools 
by the Washingtonville 
Central School District 
(WCSD) Board of Education 
in upstate New York. 
He officially started in 
October. Washington, 
who has 24 years of 
education experience, 
replaced the out-going, 

retiring Superintendent Roy Reese in a unanimous vote 
by the Board. The Board President Jennifer Dellova 
cited his diverse educational background, extensive 
field knowledge and his strong beliefs regarding 
communication and unity as compelling reasons for their 
choice. Prior to his new post, Washington was Principal 
of the 1,500-student Warwick Valley High School, in 
the WCSD. Larry has a PhD from St. John’s University 
in Instructional Leadership and a Masters in School 
Administration and Supervision from Mercy College.

ANINA GERCHICK, MLA 
’15, has designed and 
implemented a pop-up bird 
haven called BirdLink, for 
urban and migratory birds, 
on the Lower East Side’s 
Sara D. Roosevelt Park in 
Manhattan. The terraced 
structure, as much a public 
art piece as a pre-fab home, 
is made of wire mesh baskets 

and bamboo, and filled with native plants, donated by 
the City of New York Parks and Recreation. Gerchick, 
who has an MFA from the Milton Avery Grad School of 
the Arts, Bard College, calls herself an “Eco-Artist.” She 
hopes to inspire conversation and action about loss 
of habitat, within communities, while providing food, 
respite and shelter to birds along the Atlantic Flyway 
migratory path. Gerchick prototyped the first BirdLink 
on Governors Island July 2018 at the NYC Audubon’s 
seasonal nature center. The prototype was moved in
(to be continued...)
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September to East River State Park in Williamsburg, 
Brooklyn where it keeps company with neighboring 
nest tower Chimney Swift, also for migratory birds, 
created in honor of NYC Audubon founding member 
Geoffrey Cobb Ryan. Gerchick envisions a series of 
BirdLinks throughout cities, like New York, to provide 
dependable mini-biomes for the diverse road-
trippers of the sky. 

JANET TAM, BA ’14, traveled 
to Belize in summer 2019 
where she learned about 
conservation programs for 
local populations of animals, 
such as harpy eagles, jaguars, 
manatees and howler monkeys. 
Earth Expeditions is the 
name of the program and is 
sponsored by Miami University 
where Tam is completing 

her graduate degree in Advanced Inquiry. Janet 
was able to investigate ecology pertaining to a 
diverse set of biomes, including the longest barrier 
reef in the western hemisphere, and the second 
largest contiguous tract of tropical forest in the 
Americas, the Yucatan’s Maya Forest. She worked 
in conjunction with the Belize Zoo to learn about 
the changing role of zoos in conservation. Upon 
completion of the Earth Expedition program, Janet 
was encouraged to foster new ideas based on her 
experience, and take an active role in community 
engagement upon returning to the U.S. where Tam 
is an exhibit designer at the Wildlife Conservation 
Society in New York.

In June, AMY 
EDELSTEIN, BME ’11, 
married Michael Lee 
Gross in Westbury, 
N.Y. with her mother, 
Rabbi Sharon Ballan, 
officiating. The 
bride, 30, received 
her medical degree 

from New York Medical College and is a physician 
specializing in geriatrics at Phelps Hospital/Northwell 
Health in Sleepy Hollow, NY. The groom, 33, 
graduated summa cum laude from SUNY Albany. He 
is a financial coordinator at Mount Sinai, for the Icahn 
School of Medicine’s sexual assault and violence 
intervention program.

CALL FOR NOMINATIONS

The Engineering School Alumni 
seek nominations for the Career 

Achievement Award, their highest 
honor for engineering and computer 

science alumni.

To nominate an Engineering graduate 
for outstanding achievements in 

business, government or education, 
please complete the online Nomination 

Form (see link below) no later than 
JANUARY 1, 2020.

https://bit.ly/2mDJyuA

THE ENGINEERING SCHOOL ALUMNI 
ANNUAL MEETING AND AWARD 

CEREMONY WILL BE HELD IN MAY 
2020 IN NEW YORK CITY (DETAILS 

FORTHCOMING).

CCNY ENGINEERING SCHOOL 
ALUMNI SEEK NOMINEES
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TRIBUTE TO DONALD K. JORDAN

Originally from Staten Island, the son of 
an Irish immigrant mother and upstate 
New York father, Donald K. Jordan 
attended New York University where he 
studied business and graduated with a 
BA and an MBA. He wed Maria Frega 
in June 1969 and had two children. The 
family lived in Holmdel Township, New 
Jersey. Jordan spent three decades 

at CCNY, most recently in the capacity of the Executive 
Vice President of the Alumni Association before retiring 
in February. Don worked tirelessly to further the reach 
of the Alumni Association, particularly the southwest 
where he helped the Southern Nevada chapter take 
significant root. His encouragement and passion helped 
to create a vibrant atmosphere for everyone he worked 
with and came in contact with no matter the capacity. 
In a statement to the City College community, President 
Vince Boudreau said, “For thirty-two years, Don served 
as the Association’s Executive Vice President, a position 
that put him in charge of a vast array of planning and 
day to day operations for the Association. Don truly 
lived for CCNY and the CCNY Alumni Association, and 
for over three decades, it thrived under his stewardship… 
As an institution, we owe Don a great debt of gratitude. 
He was—in the words of the song he sang so often—a 
sturdy son of City College, and we will surely miss him.” 
Jordan passed away at the age of 75 in New Jersey. He is 
survived by his former wife Maria, daughter Lisa and son-
in-law John Polivka, son Neil and daughter-in-law Sally 
Jordan and three grandchildren. A funeral mass was held 
at St. Catherine’s Church in Holmdel, NJ, on August 13. 

40s|Norman Blum, BBA ’48, died 
July 7, 2019 in New Jersey. 

Blum served in the U.S. Army in WWII.

Dr. Stanley Stark ’48, age 91, died Aug. 
6, 2019 in East Lansing, Michigan. Born 
in Brooklyn in 1928, he grew up in the 
Bronx and began his studies at CCNY at 
15 years old. He went on to earn an MA 
there, before getting a PhD in clinical 
psychology at the University of Cincinnati. 
An academic, he taught at Michigan 
State University, among other schools, 
and pioneered a work on diversity called 
“Men and Women in the World of Work.” 
He is survived by his wife, Joanna, sons 
Joshua and Benjamin and daughter 
Miriam, and their wives and husband, and 
his grandchildren. The family asks for 
donations to CCNY in lieu of flowers.

50s|Herb Sandler ’51, age 87, 
died on June 5, 2019 in San 

Francisco. A billionaire, Sandler spent 
as much time giving away his fortune, 

with his wife Marion, as 
making it. Together with 
Marion, a banking and 
finance analyst, the couple 
operated, as co-CEO’s, 
Golden West Financial 
Corp. It became the 
second largest savings 
and loan in the U.S. They 

founded the Sandler Foundation in 1991 
which has donated $1 billion in grants. The 
Foundation launched ProPublica, a Pulitzer 
Prize Winning-investigative journalism 
newsroom. Sandler was Chairman from 
its inception in 2007 until 2016. Sandler 
grew up in the Lower East Side, graduated 
from Stuyvesant High School at age 15, 
and after CCNY went to Law School at 
Columbia University. He was in the U.S. 
Army for two years. His wife Marion, died 
in 1981. They were together 51 years. He is 
survived by his daughter Susan, his son-in-
law Steve Phillips, son James, daughter-in-
law Gretchen, and two grandchildren. 

Dr. Kenneth Forde, BS ’54, age 84, died 
June 2, 2019 Scarborough, N.Y. Forde was 
born in Mahattan in 1933. His parents were 
immigrants from Barbados. He grew up in 
Barbados with his Aunt. Forde returned 
(to be continued...)
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to New York and worked his 
way towards a medical degree 
in surgery despite the elitism 
and racism he experienced. He 
went on to teach clinical surgery 
at Columbia University College 
of Physicians and Surgeons, 
from which he graduated in 
1959. He promoted detection of 
gastrointestinal and colorectal 
cancer through the use of routine 
non-surgical colonscopy. He 
participated in the Katie Couric 
NBC News series in 2000 called 
“Confronting Colon Cancer” which 
won a Peabody Award. Forde 
performed a colonoscopy that was 
later televised for the series. Forde 
brought the field of diagnostic 
and surgical endoscopy into 
mainstream academics. He served 
in the U.S. Armed Forces as a 
surgeon in West Germany. He was 
married to Kareitha Ollivierre for 
60 years. He is survived by his son 
Trevor and two grandchildren. 
 
Frieda Tatem Hugley ’54 & ’62, 
age 86, died on June 19, 2019 
in Virginia. Hugley was a past 
President of the CCNY Alumni 
Association, Washington D.C./
Virginia area chapter. She received 
a Service Award at the 163rd 
Alumni Association’s annual 
meeting in 2015. She died in 
June. She is survived by her step-
daughter, Gracious Hugley, and 
three grandchildren.

Robert “Bob” Mayer, EE ’59, 
age 80, died July 23, 2019. He 
was born in the Bronx in 1939. A 
journalist and author, Mayer went 
on to earn a Pulitzer Traveling 
Fellowship. He worked at the 
Washington Post, briefly, but 
made his mark at Newsday, for 
10 years, as a reporter and a 
columnist. He won awards for his 
writing, including twice the Mike 
Berger Award. He moved to Santa 
Fe, New Mexico and began to 
write books. He is the author of 
16 books, both fiction and non-
fiction. He continued his work 

in journalism, writing for many 
national publications, and serving 
as managing editor and editor 
of The Santa Fe Reporter, an 
alternative weekly. He also taught 
writing. He is survived by his wife 
of 30 years, LaDonna Mayer, his 
daughter Amara Nash and his son-
in-law Slade.   

Louis O. Marino, BA ’59, age 88, 
died May 17, 2019. Born in Brooklyn 
in 1930, he earned his degree at 
CCNY by taking night classes for 
eight years while working full-
time at Texaco. Drafted for the 
Korean War, he was stationed in 
Mannheim, Germany. He met his 
wife, then 19-year-old French-born 
Henriette Bourget, on furlough in 
England while acting the tourist 
on London’s Tower Bridge. His 
wife emigrated to America and 
they married in 1956. The couple 
traveled extensively with Texaco, 
to Texas, then Sumatra, Indonesia, 
and to the Sahara Desert in Libya. 
Their son Louis Joseph was born 
in Tripoli in 1968. The family moved 
back to the U.S. and settled in 
Conn. Marino is survived by his 
wife, his son, and daughter-in-law 
Karin and two grandchildren, Anna 
and Enzo.   
 

60s|Mitchell J. Feigenbaum, 
EE ’64, age 74, died 

June 30, 2019 in New York City. 
Feigenbaum was a mathematical 
physicist at The Rockefeller 

University, a private 
graduate school 
specializing in 
biological and 
medical sciences, 
in N.Y. Feigenbaum 
was the Toyota 
Professor and 

director of the Center for 
Studies in hysics and Biology. 
An accomplished academic 
researcher, he paved the way for 
the emergence of the discipline 
called “chaos theory.” Born in 
Brooklyn in 1944, he initially 

planned to be an electrical 
engineer. But it was at CCNY that 
he became fascinated by physics 
and went on to MIT for his PhD in 
physics. Feigenbaum is survived 
by his sons Kiril and Sasha.   

70s|Margaret Berry 
Gargiullo, CHEM ’71, 

age 76, died Aug. 6, 2019 in 
Plainsboro, N.J. Although trained 
as a nurse, she studied chemistry 
and used her degree to analyze 
the combustion of fabrics at the 
Textile Research Institute in N.J. 
She started her PhD in chemistry 
at CCNY but changed her focus 
to plants and earned her PhD in 
1991 in Plant Ecology from Rutgers 
University. She became a plant 
ecologist at the New York City 
Parks Department and wrote the 
book A Guide to Native Plants of 
the New York City Region. She 
went on to write other canonizing 
books. She is survived by her 
husband, Robert, also a graduate 
of CCNY, her son Michael, her 
daughter-in-law Paula, and three 
grandchildren. 

Ardeene Victoria “Vicky” 
Hunter ’73, age 71, died June 
22, 2019 in Manhattan. Brooklyn 
born and bred, Hunter became 
a writer. While at CCNY, she 
was encouraged by Prof. Irving 
Rosenthal to pursue writing. She 
was a reporter at The Paper on 
campus. Upon graduation, she 
wrote for Essence and Response 
magazines. Later, she went on 
to become a stand-up comic 
performing at Caroline’s and 
Gotham Comedy Clubs. She was 
a published poet and her work 
was included in Womanrise, an 
anthology edited by CCNY alumni 
Louis Reyes Rivera. 

Norman W. Hanges, BS ’74 died 
July 20, 2019 in New York City. 
He was a mathematics professor 
at Lehman College and served as 
department Chair. He is survived 
by his wife Carol. 
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80s|Malcolm Prince ’84  
was an active member 

of the Black Alumni Group for over 
30 years, including a stint on the 
Public Relations committee. 

CCNY 
COMMUNITY
Mario Davidovsky, faculty, age 
85, died Aug. 23, 2019 on the 
Upper West Side of Manhattan. 
Davidovsky was a Pulitzer Prize-
winning composer who studied 
with music legends Aaron Copland 
and Milton Babbitt. Argentinian 
by birth, he began studying 
composition in 1954. Four years 
later he was invited by Copland 
to spend a summer at what is 
now Tanglewood Music Center in 
Lenox, M.A. Fellowships, awards 
and honors were bestowed 
upon Davidovsky including 
two Guggenheim Fellowships, 
a member of the American 
Academy of Arts and Letters, 
two Rockefeller Fellowships, 
and professorships at Yale and 
Columbia Universities. He was 
instrumental at Columbia’s 
Electronic Music Center. He won 
the Pulitzer for his Synchronism 
No. 6 in 1971. He was married 
to Elaine Joyce Blaustein for 55 
years until she died in 2017. He 
is survived by his son Matias 
and daughter Adriana, and three 
grandchildren. 

Muncie 
Hendler, who 
was designer 
of Alumnus 
magazine 
for 19 years 
through 
2017, died 
suddenly on 

June 23. She was 90 years old. 
She designed the Communications 
Alumni Group’s newsletter The 
Communicator for 21 years 
through Spring 2019. Born in 
Brooklyn, Muncie had a successful 
career as a freelance graphic 
designer and artist. Among her 
longtime clients included Helena 
Rubinstein, for whom she created 
packaging of world-renowned 
products; the Rockefeller 
Foundation and Morgan Stanley, 
where she designed major 
publications; and the newspaper 
Backstage. She was the artist 
for a series of Dover Design 
books, which were sold in the 
Smithsonian Institute museum 
stores. As an independent creative 
artist, mask-making and 3-D paper 
art were her signature forms of 
expression.

Helen Petkas, SEEK Program 
Counselor, 81, died Apr. 26, 2019. 
Petkas was a Search for Education, 

Elevation and 
Knowledge 
(SEEK) program 
counselor for 
20 years. A New 
Yorker by way 
of Texas and 
Georgia, Petkas 
earned a Master 
of Science 

in Social Work at Columbia 
University, NYC. She was an active 
donor to CCNY. She diligently 
worked to ensure the success of 
the students in her care. Petkas 
was a prolific artist of works on 
paper and canvas. She married 
her husband, the late Dr. James 
McGann, in 1978. Upon retiring, 
they moved to a country home in 
Ashfield, MA. 

Prof. Diane Sank, Chair, 
Anthropology Dept. died in 
January 2019. Prof. Sank was 
the department’s biological 
anthropologist specializing in 
genetics. She received her PhD 

at Columbia 
University, where 
she was an early 
researcher of 
the genetic, 
rather than 
environmental, 
link to autism. 
She was active 

in the Faculty Senate, Faculty 
Council, and Colin Powell School 
for Civic and Global Leadership. 
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IN MEMORIAM

Bernard Schiffer ’35
Melvin A. Goldberg ’42
Samuel H. Cohen ’43
Matthew Castellucci ’44
Henry Present ’44
Edwin Kaufman ’46
Gordon A. Olson ’47
Bernard Kreissman ’48
Peter Allan (Albanidis) ’49
Gloria S. Aronson ’49
Leon Segan ’49
Murray Bilmes ’50
Marvin Kaiman ’50
Murray Polner ’50
Bennett Romm ’50
Phyllis G. Baron ’51
Hazel Evelyn (Booth) Jackson ’51
Myron Kaufman’51
Martin Ruther ’51
Stanley Wilkins ’51
Sibert Roy Douglas ’52
Bernard Edelstein ’52
Charles Plotkin ’52
Milton  A. Scher ’52
Martha Duffie Manring ’53
Stuart Kessler ’53
Walter James Majerle ’54
Selwyn Rose ’54

William Griemsmann  ’55
Salvatore Colletti ’56
George Jodko ’57
Theodore A. Borillo ’58
Berj Andrew Terzian ’58
Albert F. Hadermann ’59
Robert Walter Baer ’61
Marvin H. Gold ’61
Thomas A. Lopez ’61
Sheldon E. Friedman ’64
Dr. Lewis Mandell ’64
Leonard R. Procker ’65
Jay H. Dworkin ’67
Evelyn Heimann ’67
James F. Reilly ’70
Gerald Schwartz ’70
Lauris Sterns ’72
Edward Gallardo ’73
Rufus Eddo ’74
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CCNY AND SPACE
Featuring fun facts found in 
this issue and the universe.

ACROSS

DOWN

1. Acronym for the Ozone Water-Land 
Environmental Transition Study.

5. Astrophysicist Neil deGrasse Tyson, was a regular 
guest on the news satire television program, The 
___Report. 

7. Frank Sinatra’s 1964 recording of “___ Me to the 
Moon” became closely associated with NASA’s 
Apollo space program.

10. The Sonic Arts Center prepares students for 
careers in the music and ___ technology fields.

11. David Bowie’s lyrics, “___ Control to Major 
Tom...”

12. What does the “W” in CWE stands for?

14. Professor Michio Kaku is a renowned CCNY 
theoretical ___.

17. The ___walk was a famous dance move by 
Michael Jackson.

21. While studying at CCNY, Vicky Hunter ’73, was a 
reporter at The ___ on campus.
 
22. Which college did the original keys to Convent 
Avenue belong to?

23. Students who study the European Parliament 
with CCNY history professor Barbara Syrrakos will 
take part in the Model EU gathering in ___ next 
January.

25. Eva Pell’s books focus on ___ animals. 

26. City College engineering graduate Dr. Joel 
Engel’s work in communication technology earned 
him the moniker, “Father of ___Telephone.”

29. American science communicator, Bill Nye, is 
famously known as the ___ guy?

31. How many decades did Don Jordan serve in the 
Alumni Association?

2. ___ Cooper was Leonard’s roommate in the 
popular sitcom, The Big Bang Theory.

3. Alum Anina Gerchick, who designed a pop-up 
bird haven, calls herself a “___-Artist” 

4. While in high school, the new 
Alumni Association president, Gray 
Calnek, was an active member of a 
large youth organization called the 
48th___Teen Council.

6. CCNY fencing coach’s last 
name, Seeley, is the same as this 
character’s first name, Seeley___, in 
the fictional television show, Bones.

8. The Laub brothers were honored 
at ___ stadium.

9. CWE, also known as City College 
___, offers college courses to busy 
adults.

13. Which president of the United 
States founded NASA? 

15. Jennifer Baker is a “___” in the 
publishing world. 

16. The first man to land on the 
moon is Neil ___. 

18. One type of fencing sword is 
called an ___.

19. CCNY’s astronaut alum, LT. 
CMDR. Mario Runco, Jr., conducted 
one ___ during his 551 hours in 
space.

20. What was the name of the first 
dog to go to space?

24. Which CCNY graduate and 
astronaut was awarded the 
Townsend Harris medal in 1993?

26. Nuns who used to live on ___ 
Avenue presented the College’s 
president with keys in 1952.

27. “One giant ____ for mankind.”

28. Kaku is a co-founder of string 
___ theory.

30. Al Nagler founded Tele ___
Optics, a company dedicated to 
serving the astronomer community.
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