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FROM CITY TO THE WORLD is the 
new urban public affairs podcast host-
ed by President Vince Boudreau and 

produced by WHCR-FM, the College’s 
community radio station.

Each month the President and his 
guests explore timely issues of impor-
tance with a special focus on the work 
and achievements of faculty, students, 
staff and friends of the College.

“We discuss the practical application 
of research in solving real-world issues 
like poverty, homelessness, mental health 
challenges, affordable housing and 
disparities in health care,” said the pres-
ident. “It’s about the work we do at City College and how it matters 
to people across the city and throughout the world.”

Recent guests include Herb Boyd, CCNY adjunct professor of 
Black Studies, journalist, and author of Black Detroit: A People’s 
History of Self-Determination; Elinor Tatum, publisher, and editor-
in-chief, New York Amsterdam News.

Also, Rosario Gennaro, Professor of Computer Science at 
CCNY’s Grove School of Engineering and Director of CCNY Center 

KENYAN-BORN JOEL SATI, ‘16, is one of 30 recipients of 
2018 Paul & Daisy Soros Fellowships for New Americans. The 
program provides $90,000 each to outstanding immigrants and 

children of immigrants for graduate studies in the United States.
Sati was selected in April from a pool of 1,766 applicants for 

their potential to make significant contributions to U.S. society, 
culture, or their academic fields. The Fellows are all the children of 
immigrants, green card holders, naturalized citizens, or recipients 
Deferred Action for Childhood Arrival, known as DACA.

Sati came to this country with his mother in 2002 at the age of 9 
and lived in Georgia, and then Maryland, for 11 years.  Because he 
was undocumented  — something he learned only after applying to 
colleges  — he was ineligi-
ble for most financial aid.

His mother worked 
two jobs to send him to 
a community college in 
Maryland, but DACA was 
under President Barack 
Obama’s executive order, 
and Sati became one of its 
early recipients.

With his new status came 
financial aid opportunities 

“Coming from a working-class 
immigrant background, being 
honored in this way is one of the 
best achievements I could have 
ever hoped for. It’s always great to 
make my mum proud. It’s because 
of her that I am where I am.”

Winning Formula for Soros  Fellow? Sacrif ice, and Mum

From City
To the World 

President Boudreau interviewing 
author and  Prof.  Herb Boyd
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for Algorithms and Interactive Scientific Software, and Angela 
Fernandez, Esq., Executive Director, and Supervising Attorney, 
Northern Manhattan Coalition for Immigrant Rights. 

For live radio listeners, From City to the World is presented by 
CCNY’s community radio station--WHCR-90.3 FM, The Voice of 
Harlem--on the last Wednesday of each month at 3 p.m. Subscribe 
to From City to the World on your favorite listening app or link to 
https://www.ccny.cuny.edu/presidentsoffice/podcast.

 T O D A Y  A T  C I T Y  C O L L E G E L E T T E R S 

A Question for Prof. Kaku

I               LLEARNED THAT SPACE 
is a quantum field and that an 
Interstellar medium consisting 

of gas and dust exists from which 
nebulae are formed. In light of 
that, I have been wondering 
why it is necessary to have a big 
bang theory. Couldn’t space have 
always existed with the charac-
teristics we have seen? (I have a 
personal predilection to assume, 
until shown otherwise, that every-
thing that exists always existed 
in some form or other. I am also 
a big fan of Occam’s Razor.) As 
to the background radiation that 
is another piece of the basis of 
the big bang theory, I wonder 
whether it could simply be based 
on quantum effects with the ISM. 
I realize I know just enough to 
be totally wrong.  I would greatly 
appreciate if you or someone in 
your department could find the 
time to explain the errors in my 
thinking or cite me to an article 
that would do so. 

Martin Goldblum, ’60
Beverly Hills, CA. 

Answer:

Y    OU ASK a great ques-
tion, which has puzzled 
philosophers and astrono-

mers for centuries. If space were 
perfectly uniform, and has always 
existed, then it would be infinite, 
and therefore an infinite amount 
of stars would illuminate every 
piece of the sky, so the night sky 
should be white, not black. In 
fact, the sky should be on fire. So 
why is the night sky black? This 
is the famous Olber’s Paradox. 
After centuries of puzzlement, it 
was finally solved by Edgar Allen 

Tuskegee Hero 
Missing in Action
Coming Home

AFTER MORE THAN 70 YEARS, the 
Pentagon has confirmed that human 
remains found at a crash site in 

Austria are those of a Tuskegee Airman who 
went missing during World War II.

The remains of Capt. Lawrence E. 
Dickson, an undergraduate who studied 
chemistry at the College between 1940 and 
1942, were discovered in Austria recently 
and positively identified in July by the U.S. 
Department of Defense.

He is the first of the black World War 
II aviators known as the Tuskegee Airmen 
whose remains have been accounted for 
and is likely the first missing Tuskegee 
Airman found since the end of the war, 
according to The Washington Post.

The Harlem resident had been awarded 
the Distinguished Flying Cross for merito-
rious service and was on his 68th mission 
when he died. Initials efforts to recover 
remains failed, and the matter remained 
dormant until 2011 when department an-
alyst Joshua Frank was assigned to reopen 
several unsolved cases.

Frank found a report in German records 
of a crash on Dec. 23, 1944, just over the 
border with Austria. When Frank went to 
visit the site, he found a crater, with a layer 
of moss covering airplane parts of a P-51, 
the type of plane Dickson had been flying. 
Archaeologists excavated human remains 
from the site, the Post reported, from which 
DNA was extracted.

Dickson’s daughter, Marla Andrews, of 
East Orange, N.J., said the she hoped to 
have her father buried in Arlington National 
Cemetery, “I really do feel a relief . . . I had 
a good crying jag,” she said.

that allowed him to transfer to City College, where he became one of the 
campus’s academic stars and an activist on immigration issues.

“Coming from a working-class immigrant background, being hon-
ored in this way is one of the best achievements I 
could have ever hoped for,” Sati said of his Soros 
Fellowship, adding, “It’s always great to make 
my mum proud. It’s because of her that I am 
where I am.”

And he’s thankful to City College and his 
mentors there. “For years City College has 
helped amplify the stories of immigrants like 
myself,” Sati said. “I would not be where I am 
without CCNY.

He credited his success to his mentors in the Skadden, Arps Honors 
Program in Legal Studies, in CCNY’s Colin Powell School for Civic 
and Global Leadership; in the Philosophy Department, and in the 
College’s Fellowship program.

Sati is current now working on a Ph.D. in the Jurisprudence and 
Social Policy program at the University of California at Berkeley — 
to be followed by a law degree at Yale.

The Soros fellowship rewards high achievement by immigrants 
and children of immigrants who are selected for their potential to 
make significant contributions to American society, culture or their 
academic fields.

Joel Sati, ‘16

Winning Formula for Soros  Fellow? Sacrif ice, and Mum

Please Turn to Page 5

Prof. Michio Kaku

Capt. Lawrence E. Dickson The Alumnus welcomes letters from our readers. 
Mailbox: thecitycollegealumnus@gmail.com  
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NEARLY 4,000 DOCTOR-
ATES, master’s and bache-
lor’s degrees were awarded 
to the Class of 2018 at the 

College’s 172nd Commencement 
Exercises on June 1st on the 
Great Lawn, South Campus.
    President Vincent Boudreau, 
officiating as his second com-
mencement, awarded the hon-
orary Doctor of Humane Letters 
degree to keynote speaker Anita 
F. Hill, the noted law professor, 
author and voice for gender and 
civil rights.

The pioneer for gender 
rights spoke extensively about 
the ongoing #metoo movement 
and challenged her audience 
to be ready to go forth into the 
world to ensure the lessons of 

the movement 
become the seeds 
for positive and 
lasting reform.

The College 
also recognized 
two of its distin-
guished alumni, 
Seymour L. 
Moskowitz and 
Harold Abraham 
Scheraga with 
the honorary degree of Doctor of 
Science.

Moskowitz, ’54ME, is 
co-founder and retired president 
of CoVant Management Inc., 
which acquires and manages 
companies that support federal 
government agencies in the areas 
of defense and national security.

Scheraga, ’41, is a pioneer-
ing scientist and George W. 
and Grace L. Todd Professor 
Emeritus, Department of 
Chemistry, Cornell University.

As has been custom of the 
College since 1913, the ceremo-
ny concluded with the recitation 
by the graduating students of the 
Ephebic Oath, echoing young 
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172nd Commencement salutes Class of 2018

Continued From Page 3

L E T T E R S 

Poe, remarkably enough. He wrote that, if you go back far enough 
in the heavens, to examine light from ancient stars, you eventually 
reach a cut-off, beyond which there are no stars: the origin of the 
universe itself. Hence, the night sky is black because the universe 
had a beginning. Today, we can actually measure this event because 
the microwave radiation from the Big Bang which fills up the night 
sky perfectly obeys the theoretical calculation. In fact, the Big Bang 
theory has perfectly described all the radiation we measure in the 
heavens. Furthermore, we know that the universe is expanding (e.g. 
yellow light from a star moving rapidly away from you becomes 
slightly reddish, due to the Doppler shift). If you “run the video 
tape backwards,” you can then estimate the age of the universe 
itself.              Prof. Michio Kaku

Author, “The Future of Humanity,” Doubleday, 2018

Angels With Swords

JERRY MOY’S piece on the fencing team brought back mem-
ories of perhaps the greatest fencer CCNY ever  produced: the 
late Hal Goldsmith, a member of the College’s fencing squad in 

the 1950s as well as a member of three U.S. Olympic teams (1952, 
1956 and 1960). And then, of course, there was Cornell Wilde, who 
was a City College fencer in the 1930s and was good enough to 
be offered a place on the U.S. Olympic team in 1936. When I was 
a student almost 20 years later, I recall seeing his picture, along 
with other members of the fencing team, in a display case in the 
Hygiene Building, where trophies and team photos were on view. It 
was always a kick to point it out to visitors.

Mort Sheinman, ’54

Breaking Barriers 

I                   LLIKED THE 
PIECE about Stephen 
Sommerstein you pub-

lished in The Alumnus. 
A few years ago, I saw 
his photos of the Civil 
Rights Movement at an 
exhibition devoted to The 
Movement. The exhibi-
tion was at the New York 
Historical Society. They 
serve as testimony to the 
importance of the Civil 
Rights Movement and the barriers to its success.

Irvin Schonfeld, Ph.D., M.P.H.
Professor of Psychology

Colin L. Powell School for Civic and Global Leadership

Athenian students of antiquity. 
Alumni Association President Al 
D’Elia led the charge as follows:
We men and women graduating 
from The City College of New 
York, do this day, after the man-
ner of the Athenian youths of old 
about to enter public life take this 
oath of devotion to the City of 
New York: 

We will never bring disgrace to 
our city by any act of dishonesty 
or cowardice nor ever desert our 
suffering comrades in the ranks; 
We will fight for the ideals and 
sacred things of the city, both 
alone and with many; 
We will revere and obey the 
city’s laws, and do our best to 
incite a like respect and rever-
ence in those about us who are 
prone to annul them and set them 
at naught; 
We will strive unceasingly to 
quicken the public’s sense of 
civic duty; 
and thus, in all these ways, 
We will strive to transmit this 
city not only not less, but greater, 
better, and more beautiful than it 
was transmitted to us. 

Anita F. Hill
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IN RECOGNITION of her 
pre-eminent status in the field, 
researcher and medical profes-

sor Patricia A. Broderick, pro-
fessor of medicine at the City 
University of New York School 

of Medicine at City College, 
served as keynote speaker 
at the 30th Annual Congress 

on Nanotechnology and 
Nanomaterials in Stockholm, 
Sweden, in September. 

Her talk, “A Live Imaging 
Nanotechnology: Sensing the 
Brain from Spectral Analysis 
to Neuromolecular Imaging to 
Voltaic Photonics,” focused on 
the BRODERICK PROBE®, 
her unique series of nano-bio-
sensors that have changed the 
way scientists and doctors view 
the brain.

Based on nano biotechnol-
ogy, the probes are biomedical 
sensing devices, smaller than 
one strand of human hair. They 
have proven successful in sens-
ing exact neuronal transmitters 
in the temporal lobe brain in 
epilepsy patients, intraopera-
tively, during surgery performed 
at New York University’s Tisch 
Hospital.

Along with providing online 

images of the living brain in 
vivo, Broderick designed the 
devices to diagnose and treat 
debilitating neurodegenerative 
and psychiatric brain disorders. 
“My keynote focuses on this 
unique series of nano-biosen-
sors specifically as miniature 
nanosurgical biomedical devices 
for epilepsy, Parkinson’s and 
affective disorders,” she said.

U.S. News & World Reports’ 
2019 Best Colleges placed 
City College among the 

top 100 Best Regional Colleges 
in the North and a Top Public 
School in the North. The College 
is ranked #14 of the Top Public 
Schools rankings in the North, 
and also ranked high at #55 in 
the Best Regional Universities 
rankings among 196 universities. 
U.S. News ranks schools accord-
ing to their performance across a 
set of widely accepted indicators 
of excellence.  To calculate the 
rankings, U.S. News gathers data 
from each college on up to 15 in-
dicators of academic excellence. 
The 2019 approach incorporates 
new social mobility indicators 
that measure how schools suc-
ceed at enrolling and graduating 
students from low-income fam-
ilies.

MAYOR Bill de Blasio has 
announced a new part-
nership with the College 

to prepare New Yorkers 
for in-demand tech jobs 
through the city’s Tech 
Talent Pipeline initiative.  
The initiative aims to 
double by 2022 the num-
ber of graduates from the 
City University of New 
York with tech bachelor’s 
degrees. The effort places 
a high priority on the 
alignment of tech educa-
tion with industry needs.

“The idea of expand-
ing opportunities in tech 
fields aligns perfectly with 
CCNY’s core mission,” said 
President Vince Boudreau.  
“We are excited to be part of 
a program, which prepares 

the students of today to take 
advantage of employment 
opportunities in New York 

City’s emerging technology 
economy.”

“I am delighted to see 
the program expand to 
City College,” said Vita 
C. Rabinowitz, CUNY 
Interim Chancellor.

During the spring 2018 
semester, 140 CUNY 
students participated in 
the start-up phase of the 
initiative and enrolled in 
courses taught by industry 
professionals on emerging 
skills, including artificial 
intelligence and software 
engineering. Graduates 

hired into full-time roles at 
tech companies that included 
Vimeo, BNY Mellon, JPMC, 
Blue Apron, Accenture, 
GrubHub, Microsoft, and 
CapitalOne.

NYC Pipeline Open for Tech Internships, Jobs

Esteemed Researcher Keynotes Global Nanotech Conference

The effort places a high 

priority on the alignment 

of tech education with 

industry needs.

City College is among the top 

100 Best Regional Colleges 

in the North and a Top 

Public School in the North. 

Dr. Patricia Broderick 
is professor of 
medicine at the 
CUNY School of 
Medicine at City 
College  headquar-
tered on campus in 
Townsend Harris Hall. 
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Winning by Design 
Creative combat delivers affordable housing

NELSON VEGA is on the 
front line of a war to defeat 
homelessness and create 
thousands of affordable 
homes in New York City, 

where record numbers of families with chil-
dren reside in temporary shelters. The savvy, 
Brooklyn- born architect knows that quality 
living space is urgently needed for the city’s 
least privileged. 

One of a cluster of graduates of the 
Spitzer School of Architecture that have 
flourished as architectural partners recog-
nized for quality, innovation and public 
service, Vega says the challenge is in the 
details. 

Stairs, for instance. 
Take a look at the stairs designed by the 

partnership, RKTB Architects, in the Barretta 
Apartments in Ocean Hill, Brooklyn, among 
the poorest neighborhoods in the city. Stairs 

are normally buried inside a building, requir-
ing additional lighting and a second means 
of egress.

But each four-story building in this com-
plex of 64 apartments uses only a single 
glass-enclosed external stairwell, built onto 
the front of the building.  

By saving space that would otherwise 
reserved for another staircase or other fea-
tures such as elevators, Barretta’s low-in-
come residents get a high-valued benefit: 
Bigger, more spacious apartments for them-
selves, as well as more windows in the 
front and back. Moreover, there is a safety 
dividend.

“This allows a tenant to see who’s coming 
up and they can see down to the street,” says 
Vega, who coordinates RKTB efforts for a 
wide range of affordable housing projects

A culture of public service is embedded 
into the DNA of RKTB, itself deeply rooted 

in the ethos of more than five decades of 
architectural studies at City College. The 
school’s distinct urban mission is more 
relevant than ever today, amidst a discor-
dant national debate over the extremes of 
wealth and poverty, and the local, intractable 
challenge of affordable housing and record 
homelessness in a surging city benefiting 
from more than a decade of recovery and 
growth.

With this backdrop, Manhattan-based 
RKTB Architects chose its own way to help 
improve the lives of the 60,000 people cur-
rently in the shelter system. Founded by the 
late Bernard Rothzeid, a former professor at 
the School, RKTB has been contracted by 
the city’s Department of Homeless Services 
to provide a wide range of maintenance 
efforts for adult and family residential cen-
ters citywide. 

Such services include a host of projects, 

A R C H I T E C T U R E

Members of RKBT Architects leadership team (left to 
right): Albert Aronov, President Carmi Bee, 
Enrico Kurniawan, Alex Brito and Nelson Vega.
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from roof repairs and window replacements 
to exterior wall renovations, improvement of 
safety systems and removal of building code 
violations — “whatever we can do to make 
the space less institutional, as livable as pos-
sible,” says RKTB’s Alex Brito, 
who heads up firm’s homeless-
ness unit. “It’s tough work. It’s 
not glamorous,” Brito says. “But 
it fits perfectly with our [firm’s] 
mission: to enhance the city in 
ways that we can, as artisans.” 

RKTB’s efforts to improve 
homeless shelters are a key part 
of the firm’s philosophy. “That’s 
the thrust of our practice, our 
commitment to social equity,” 
says Carmi Bee, president of 
RKTB Architects. That philoso-
phy also has forged a strong bond 
between the firm and the Spitzer 
School, where Bee, an Emeritus 
Professor of Architectural Design, 
taught for more than 40 years. 

 “I’d tell my students, ‘Your first commit-
ment is improving people’s lives in the city. 
It’s what the Ephebic Oath stands for,’” says 
Bee, referring to the historic mission of The 
City College of New York. 

Over the years, many CCNY gradu-
ates have worked for RKTB, and several 
became principals of the firm, such as Carl 
Kaiserman—the “K” in RKTB. Besides Alex 
Brito, a 1995 graduate, current principals 
include Albert Aronov ‘96, an Uzbekistan 
native, who heads RKTB’s education stu-
dio, including the firm’s many projects with 
the New York City School Construction 
Authority. Nelson Vega ‘97, who grew up 

in Brooklyn, coordinates efforts for a wide 
range of projects, including affordable and 
senior housing.. Enrico Kurniawan, a 2000 
graduate originally from Indonesia, was 
recently named an associate and works pri-

marily on the firm’s education projects.
Since its founding 55 years ago, RKTB 

has grown into a diverse, award-winning 
architectural firm, with studios that specialize 
in multi-family projects and academic facil-
ities. The firm also is widely recognized for 
its pioneering work in “adaptive reuse”—the 
sustainable practice of re-purposing old 
buildings that have outlived their original 
uses or functions. 

But as the firm’s portfolio has expand-
ed, its philosophy has remained constant, a 
direct reflection of City College’s mission: 
Taking on work that gives back to the city. 
This is perhaps best illustrated, says Carmi 

Bee, by the firm’s commitment to providing 
housing for all New Yorkers, not only those 
with limited incomes and the homeless, but 
seniors and people recovering from sub-
stance abuse. 

In the last five years, RKTB’s 
homelessness services division 
has renovated buildings varying 
from 3-story walk-ups to armor-
ies. “We have a whole team that 
deals with violation removals,” 
Brito says. 

So far, improvements have 
been made at the Dean Street 
Family Residence, Park Slope 
Armory, Bushwick Family 
Residence, Flatwoods Family 
Residence, Flatlands Family 
Residence, Macdonough Family 
Residence and Jamaica Family 
Residence.

To help address the broader 
need for more affordable housing 
in New York City, Bee developed 

a flexible infill housing construction module 
that can be adapted to fill vacant lots of vary-
ing widths in working-class neighborhoods. 
“Our approach is to look at buildings not just 
to provide shelter, but to also do one inno-
vative thing, to make a place special,” Bee 
says. “We know how to stretch a budget.”

For example, the Barretta Apartments in 
Brooklyn, now five years old, was designed 
using an “infill module” that lends itself 
to different widths within a traditional city 
block. To date,  the firm has designed 42 
buildings in Brooklyn based on the infill 
model, including Maynard Co-ops in Crown 
Heights, a 48-apartment complex which also 

  A R C H I T E C T U R E

New York housing commissioners Darryl C. Towns and  RuthAnne Visnauskas lead the 
ribbon-cutting to celebrate the 2013 completion of the RKBT-designed affordable housing 

complex, Catholic Charities Monsignor Anthony J. Barretta Apartments in Brooklyn.



incorporates the element of glass-enclosed 
stairwells.

“Contractors are familiar with the pro-
cess. It’s economical and efficient,’’ said 
Vega. He is  equally proud of the message of 
hope they offer. “They look beautiful, lit in 
the early morning sky. It’s a beacon for the 
neighborhood.”

Elsewhere, other RKTB projects have 
provided their innovative features to enhance 
the design and livability of affordable 
housing units. In the Bronx, for example, 
East Clarke Place Court combines two new 
buildings with shared parking and land-
scaped open space into one complex of 106 
units. Unusual for affordable housing, the 
design uses a façade composed of multi-col-
ored brick patterns that gives the building 
a vibrant identity amid a neighborhood of 
mostly anonymous structures. 

The project, managed by Alex Brito, 
incorporates 11-foot windows to provide 
more light to interior spaces while also mon-
itoring energy consumption in compliance 
with the “Green Communities Criteria” for 
affordable housing in New York City. 

“The windows open up the living rooms; 
they give the units a very different feel,” 
says Brito, who grew up on 134th street and 
Broadway, a block from the Curry Building, 
home of the original City College School 
of Architecture. Born in the Dominican 
Republic, Brito credits the school with 
sparking his interest in design as a youngster, 
when he would run into the building with his 
stoopball friends to get a drink of water—
and became fascinated with the architectural 
models that students had left behind in a 
dumpster. 

For Brito, the school was an integral part 
of his neighborhood, and today, schools con-
tinue to play an important role in RKTB’s 
social commitment to the city’s diverse com-
munities.  The firm’s education studio has 
had a long series of contracts with the New 
York City School Construction Authority, 
and over the years RKTB has worked on 1, 

800 school buildings across the city, both 
new construction or renovation/rehabilitation 
projects. 

 “This work is very rewarding—and 
demanding,” says RKTB principal Albert 
Aronov, who came to the City College archi-
tecture school in the early 1990s knowing 
almost no English and has been leading the 
firm’s education studio since 2004. Aronov 
notes that many school projects are fast-
tracked—one year from design to construc-
tion--to meet demands of school budgeting 
cycles. 

 “As a builder, maybe you’re just replac-
ing bricks or windows,” Aronov says. “But 
you look for small things that add to a 
project. I think, ‘What can we do for these 
kids?’” For example, at PS/IS 338x, a new 
public and intermediate school in the Bronx, 
RKTB’s design (in collaboration with Lee 

Harris Pomeroy Architects) includes many 
innovative technologies, such as an interac-
tive digital display at the entrance.

The firm’s work ranges from the expan-
sion of High School Redirection, an alter-
native school in Brooklyn for dropouts and 
students who had previous difficulty com-
pleting an academic program, to the School 
for the Physical City, the conversion of a 
Manhattan office building into an alternative 
school for grades 7 to 11.

Recently, Aronov worked with RKTB 
Associate Enrico Kurniawan in completing 
major additions to two Queens schools, P.S. 
70 and P.S. 29.  School projects are “very 
different from working with private clients,” 
Kurniawan says. “You meet the principal, 
the kids, the teachers. You see how they use 
the space, how these schools are also part of 
distinctive communities.”  

Kurniawan affirms that the firm’s school 
design work, like its affordable housing 
projects, often incorporates a sense of social 
responsibility. In schools where science edu-
cation has lagged, for instance, upgrading 
science labs may help improve student per-
formance on Regents science exams. Then 
there are the small, but significant touches. 

For instance, at P.S. 70, where students 
come from 100 different nationalities, RKTB 
decided to inscribe “Good morning” into the 
tiles of school corridors in dozens of differ-
ent languages. And when installing the hall-
way ceiling lighting at P.S. 29, the designers 
created patterns in the shape of constellations 
that appear in the night sky. 

“That’s my philosophy,” Kurniawan says. 
“To incorporate architectural elements that 
get students curious and want to learn.”
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  A R C H I T E C T U R E

“Our approach is to look at buildings 
not just to provide shelter, 

but to also do one innovative thing, 
to make a place special.” 
 — Carmi Bee, President, RKBT Architects

Innovative 
housing and school 
projects by RKBT 
include (left to 
right): Monsignor 
Anthony J. Bar-
retta Apartments 
in Ocean Hill, 
Brooklyn; P.S. 70Q 
in Astoria, Queens; 
and the School for 
the Physical City in 
Manhattan.
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SLOWLY, almost imper-
ceptibly, a resurgence has 
taken hold in the streets, 

blocks, and environs surround-
ing the City College campus, 
the neighborhood known as 
the Hamilton Heights Historic 
District.

Young people of diverse 
backgrounds seeking affordable 
rents and easy access to public 
transportation have been flocking 
to the neighborhood over the 
course of the last decade. They 
are attracted to the authentic 
neighborhood feel, the revitalized 
parks and other amenities, and 
the steady improvements in pub-
lic safety. 

The historic district itself 
is blessed with impressive 
brownstone townhouses of 
Flemish, Tudor, and Romanesque 

Revival styles, many cited by 
the New York City Landmarks 
Commission which calls the 
neighborhood “an oasis within 
the City” worthy of the special 
protective status it holds. 

At the core of this revitaliza-
tion is the 1907 iconic Gothic 
quadrangle, described by some as 
“Hogwarts in Harlem,” and the 
extended campus now spanning 
approximately 35 acres, a peace-
ful refuge for its urban dwelling 
commuter students. 

More than $2 billion in pub-
lic investment has preserved, 
restored and transformed 
the campus over the last two 
decades. 

These include a sparkling new 
home for architecture students, a 
student residence (the first since 

The New Uptown Alternative 
Resurgence for the College and Historic Hamilton Heights 

D O  Y O U  K N O W  T H E  N E I G H B O R H O O D ?

Please Turn to Page 15

A Hamilton Heights terrazzo view of Shepard Hall to the south and beyond. 

Visitors gather at the foot of Hamilton Grange, a federal landmark, on a late summer 
afternoon in St. Nicholas Park.
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The City College of New York campus 
exhibits “a unique harmony and 
architectural cohesiveness among the 

first, as an entire campus, to be built in  the 
United States in the collegiate Gothic style and one 
of the finest to be found in New York City [for] the 
education and culture and enlightenment for many 
generations of New York City residents.”
   The Hamilton Heights Historic District “is today 
a solid community due to the nature of its street 
pattern, its fine architecture and exceptional 
neighborhood spirit.”        

 -   --  New York City Landmarks Preservation Commission 
Historic District and Landmark Designation Reports 1981, 1972

Directions 
The self-guided 
Welcome Back to CCNY 
Walking Tour begins 
at Convent Avenue and 
145th Street. Weekend 
parking is generally 
available. Public trans-
portation is plentiful 
and recommended.
By Subway:
 

To 145th St.

To 137th St.

HISTORIC 
HAMILTON HEIGHTS 
CITY COLLEGE
LANDMARK DISTRICT

WE
LCO

ME
 BA

CK T
O CCNY•WALKING TOUR & GUIDE

LUMNUSA THE CITY COLLEGE of NEW YORK
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Fold Here

For information about guided tours, please contact 
Dalton Whiteside,‘18 (Architecture) at dwhiteside@gmail.com
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xThe Campus
Five Neo-Gothic buildings of the College 
were completed in1907.  This campus 
idealized the Gothic campuses of Europe 
and public higher education in America.  
Goethals Hall joined the quadrangle in 
1930. Landmark status arrived in the 
1980s. Full restoration and internal 
structural redesign, starting in 1986, 
has transformed the quadrangle into a 
sparkling jewel for the 21st Century.

wThe Hamilton Grange
Built in 1802 for Alexander Hamilton, a founding 
father and first Secretary of the Treasury and the 
subject of the Broadway blockbuster, Hamilton!  
Snatched twice from near-extinction, the Grange 
was transported in 1899 two blocks to a parcel 
adjacent to St. Luke’s Church, the Romanesque-
style Episcopal Church. In 1962, College senior 
Gary Horowitz led a successful grassroots 
campaign for a national landmark designation 
to save the Grange. In 2008, the Grange was 
again relocated, and finally restored, to a 
                                spacious St Nicholas 
                                           Park perch.

In the Battle of Harlem Heights in 
1776, this “Point of Rocks” 
served as General George 
Washington’s station — now 
the site of a popular French 
restaurant   — against the British 
encamped due South on the hill 
presently occupied by Columbia 
University.  In the 18th century, 
the Convent of the Sacred Heart 
took title to the land and 
established cemetery outside the 
perimeter walls of their academy.

}St. Nicholas Park

zCroton Aqueduct Gatehouse
This Gatehouse and pumping station built in 1884 
as part of the New Croton System provided 
fresh water to a thirsty and growing me-
tropolis from reservoirs in Westchester 
County. By 1955, the Gatehouse was 
obsolete and abandoned.  Fully 
renovated, the Harlem Stage, as 
it is known today, is a popular 
performance venue.

|The Goldstein Science Complex
Two interconnected, state-of-the-art research centers for 
nanotechnology, photonics, structural biology, neuroscience 
and environmental science launched here in 2014. Nearby, an 
expansive field known as the Great Lawn serves as a refuge for 
recreation, contemplation and festive spring commencements.  
Once the residence of the Lorillard tobacco family, the land was 
purchased in 1847 by the Sisters of the Convent of the Sacred 
Heart. They opened an academy for young women in 1847 
overlooking Manhattanville, a small trading village on the 
Hudson River.  In 1952, the city purchased what would come to 
be known as the City College “South Campus.” 

{ The New York 
Training School for Teachers
Constructed in the 1920’s as the New York Training 
School for Teachers, this school would close as 
colleges began developing schools of education.  
The High School of Music & Art took over in1936, 
educating innumerable aspiring innovators including 
designer Milton Glaser and Pulitzer Prize playwright 
Lynn Nottage. The school merged with the High School 
of Performing Arts and relocated to Lincoln Center. 
The site reopened as the A. Philip Randolph High 
School in 1979, honoring the College alumnus, 
civil rights activist and union oerganizer.

yLewisohn Stadium, Army Hall 
and the Hebrew Orphan Asylum
Lewisohn Stadium, the College’s first outdoor athletic facility and amphi-
theater, attracted such stars as George Gershwin, Frank Sinatra, Louis 
Armstrong, and 1963 commencement speaker Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.  
Once the summer home of the New York Philharmonic, the site is now 
home to academic facilities and a student center. Across Amsterdam Ave-
nue stood Army Hall, which served as a student center and dormitory in 
the 1940s and 1950s. The 1884 structure formerly known as the Hebrew 
Orphan Asylum served thousands of homeless children for six decades.
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~125th Street
Known throughout the city as the center of 
African American culture in NYC, 125th Street 
was a bustling place for jazz, performance, 
and art through the Harlem Renaissance. It 
became the epicenter for civil rights activism 
in the 1960’s.  The Apollo Theatre features 
a Hall of Fame with such names as Aretha 
Franklin, Michael Jackson, Marvin Gaye, and 
the Supremes, among others. 125th Street 
continues to be the showcase of all things in 
African culture to this day.

END HERE 

vBilly Strayhorn House  
The great jazz composer 

and lyricist moved to 315 
Convent Avenue with his 
partner, pianist Aaron 
Bridgers in 1939, the 

year Strayhorn wrote 
“Take the A Train” for 

Duke Ellington and his 
orchestra. A civil rights activist, Strayhorn 
settled a few blocks from the home of James 
Weldon Johnson, the longtime executive 
secretary of the NAACP and composer of 
“Lift Every Voice and Sing,” the African-
American anthem.

uHamilton Heights 
Historic District Climb the 
hilltop along 145th Street to Convent 
Avenue in the heart of Hamilton Heights, 
the neighborhood of prominent African 
American families, spectacular townhouses 
of distinction and the City College of New 
York. The Convent Avenue Baptist Church, 
constructed in 1897, on the corner, 
offers greetings, and the extraordinary 
collection of townhouses of the 
Dutch, Flemish, and Italianate 
influences await beyond. 
The boundaries of the historic district 
are shaded in blue at right.1
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1. Boundaries are approximate. Details available:  
    https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/lpc/downloads/pdf/maps/HistoricDistrictMaps/Manhattan/hamilton_heights.pdf
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    Manhattanville Coffee
Espresso House $
142 Edgecombe Ave. 
at 141 St.
manhattanvillecoffee.com

     Maison Harlem
French savoir-faire $$
341 St. Nicholas Ave. 
at 127th St.
maisonharlem.com

    Tsion Cafe
Ethiopian $$
763 St. Nicholas Ave. 
at 148th St.
tsioncafe.com

    Famous Fish Market
Seafood $
684 St Nicholas Ave. 
near 145th St.
Famousfishmarket.us

    The Grange
American Farmer $$
635 Amsterdam Ave.
at 141st St.
TheGrangeBarNYC.com

    Clove
Indian $$
1592 Amsterdam Ave. 
at 139th St.

    Caridad
Latin-Caribbean $
3533 Broadway near 144th St.

    Geisha Sushi
Japanese $
3468 Broadway 
at 141th St.
geishasushiny.com

    Uncle Tony’s Pizza 
Italian $$
1596 Amsterdam Ave. 
at 138th St
uncletonynyc.com

     Sweet Chef
Southern Style 
Bakery $$
122 Hamilton Pl. 
at 143rd St.

        
     Fumo

Italian $$
1600 Amsterdam Ave 
at 139th St.
fumorestaurant.com

      Chinelos II 
Mexican $
530 West136th St
chinelosny.com

      Bus Stop Diner
Family Style $
3341 Broadway 
at W. 135th St.

  The Grange  The Grange

WHERE 
TO EAT

HISTORIC 
HAMILTON HEIGHTS 
CITY COLLEGE
LANDMARK DISTRICT

WE
LCO

ME
 BA

CK T
O CCNY•WALKING TOUR & GUIDE

LUMNUSA THE CITY COLLEGE of NEW YORK
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the dormitory known as Army 
Hall was closed in the 1950s), 
a new school of medicine, 
advanced research facilities, and a 
complex architectural restoration 
of the Gothic core led by Carl 
Stein, nationally acclaimed for his 
work in restorative and sustain-
able architecture.  

Today, an advanced science 
research corridor has emerged 
from this investment providing 
much-needed support for the 
faculty. 

President Vince Boudreau, as 
one of his first acts, announced 
the annual Spring Presidential 
Gala would be celebrated in 
the restored Great Hall inside 
Shepard Hall, winner of the 
prestigious 2018 Lucy G. Moses 
Preservation Award from the New 
York Landmark Conservancy. 
Two successful presidential 
galas followed. Now the Alumni 
Association will hold its annu-
al dinner in the Great Hall on 
November 8th.  (See page 24 for 
complete details.)

Susan Adler returned to the 
campus last fall with her husband 
and grown children after nearly 
forty years to join the citywide 

Open House New York Weekend 
event that promotes access to his-
toric venues. Adler, who obtained 
bachelor’s and master’s degrees 
in an accelerated program in the 
1970s, marveled at the restored 
Gothic buildings and the many 
improvements, particularly at the 
South Campus with its state-of-
the-art research and expansive, 
landscaped Great Lawn.

Nearby St. Nicholas Park, 
once considered off-limits for 
safety reasons, is now an import-
ant neighborhood venue for 
enjoyment 
and diver-
sion. It’s also 
a favorite 
for joggers, 
dog walkers. 
Students and 
picnickers 
regularly 
gather on the 
lawns at the northern end of the 
park, especially at lunchtime.

The 1802 summer home of 
Alexander Hamilton is cele-
brating its 10th-anniversary of 
its relocation at the north end 
of the park. Hamilton Grange 
has become a “must visit” for 
American history enthusiasts 

and aficionados of Hamilton, 
the musical. Annual attendance 
recently exceeded 70,000 visitors.

Meticulously restored inside 
and out, the National Parks 
Service even arranged for the 
planting of 13 sugar gum trees, 
recalling the 13 trees gifted by 
President George Washington 
on the original site five blocks 
away.  The Service assumed 
responsibility for the Grange five 
decades ago following a two-year 
campaign by Gary Horowitz ‘62 
and other students lobbying for 

preservation 
and federal 
landmark 
status.

The 
neighborhood 
is among the 
most diverse 
in the city. 
Community 

Planning Board 9 reports that 
34.5 percent are foreign-born. 
Hispanics comprise 38 percent 
of the population followed by 
whites, 28 percent; blacks, 23 
percent, and Asians, 8.4 percent. 
Approximately 25 percent of 
the population has an average 
annual income below the poverty 

line. The 26th Precinct reports 
that major crimes decreased by 
77.15 percent over the last quarter 
century.

Joseph George, Jr., an associ-
ate real estate broker with MNS 
Real Estate, rents apartments to 
undergraduate and graduate stu-
dents who sometimes triple up in 
two bedrooms in pre-war build-
ings usually within a 10-minute 
walk from the campus.

The neighborhood is biker 
friendly, straight paths along the 
Hudson River leading to lower 
Manhattan. Served by five sepa-
rate subway lines, residents can 
take an express at 145th Street 
and arrive in Columbus Circle in 
under ten minutes. 

Pedestrians along Broadway 
and Amsterdam Avenue will find 
a mix of old and new. Discount 
stores and thrift shops with their 
piled on folding tables are neigh-
bors to espresso bars featuring 
young people parked at benches 
and tables working on laptops. 
Mishkin’s, the century-old 
pharmacy on 145 Street and 
Broadway, still features its land-
mark neon outdoor signage. 

Italian, sushi, Mexican and 

D O  Y O U  K N O W  T H E  N E I G H B O R H O O D ?

Nearby St. Nicholas Park, once 
considered off-limits, is now an 
important neighborhood venue 
for enjoyment and diversion.

Please Turn to Next Page

Continued From Page 10

Smoothie bowls and cold press juices Convent Avenue and Hamilton Place “oasis” 
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French bistro fare now available 
within a short walk from the 
College campus. The Edge, a four-
year-old restaurant on Edgecombe 
Avenue, featured a waiting list of 
ten for its brisk brunch business 
on a recent Sunday afternoon.  

Eater.com visited recently and 
wrote,” If Zora Neale Hurston 
and Langston Hughes were alive 
today, they might be regulars…
the late, great writers attended 
literary salon parties on the 
rooftop of the residential build-
ing that now has a ground floor 
restaurant that’s home to The 

Edge, a Jamaican-British spot.”
The neighborhood vibe is sim-

ilar to the Upper West Side, the 
way people might remember in 
the 1990s,” said George. “But the 
issue of safety has changed for the 
better.’’

 He noted the recent vis-
its to the campus of President 
Obama, Colin Powell, and David 
Letterman are helping to create a 
buzz. “When clients come here we 
show them the College. They say, 
wow,” he said.

“I hear it all the time. The place 
is beautiful. It’s a jewel about to 
be rediscovered.”

D O  Y O U  K N O W  T H E  N E I G H B O R H O O D ?

Clockwise from top: Mishkin’s Pharmacy
 on Broadway and 145th Street; a pre-war apartment  

house dressed in a John James Audubon mural,
 and 605 West 136th Street, circa 1980.

Continued From Previous Page



C L A S S  N O T E S

 
Mariella Estrella ‘10
The City and State media group recently named 
Mariella Estrella to their “Brooklyn Watch List” 
of ten young New Yorkers “making their mark 
on the borough.”  With tourism in Brooklyn 
booming, Mariela is working to make sure 
that visitors keep flocking to the borough. The 
director of tourism and business relationship 
for the Brooklyn Chamber of Commerce recently 
collaborated on the publica-
tion, “100 Adventures 
Passport,” a 481-page 
field guide of places 
to see and food to 
eat throughout 
Brooklyn’s many 
neighborhoods.
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Mariella Estrella

Chike Ukaegbu ‘12
Nigeria is undergoing a political shakeup after passing laws to lower the age of eligibility for elective office for 
politicians from 40 to 35, prompting a new breed of young Nigerians to stand up. Chike Ukaegbu, a technolo-
gy entrepreneur living in New York City who recently turned 35, is ready for the challenge.

Mr. Ukaegbu was born in Owerri, Imo State. His parents are retired civil servants. He went to school in 
Nigeria from kindergarten through his second year at University of Lagos before heading to the United States 
where he studied biomedical engineering at City College. As a second-year student, Chike was named a 
Fellow to the Colin Powell Fellowship in Leadership and Public Policy, which sparked interest in researching 
“disconnected youth” and engaging disenfranchised communities.  He also taught math for seven years at the 
College, studied executive leadership and management at Cornell University, took MBA courses at the Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania and studied venture capital and investments at Stanford University. Back in New York, he 
founded Startup5, a tech accelerator.

“I lived in Nigeria and knew what it means to have to create something out of nothing,” he said. “And 
then I was so privileged to be outside to see what quality of life also means. Now I know what Nigeria needs. 
[Electric] power should not be a luxury. Running water should not be a luxury. It’s basic human rights.”

Dean Gilda Barabino of the Grove School of Engineering, 
said,  “I am very proud to have an alumnus 
whose work transcends race, gender, religion, 
sexuality and all other barriers that create 
disparities in our communities, [someone 
who] has developed highly replicable 
models and strategies to empower 
communities economically and otherwise.”

Wedding Bells
Venesa Alicea ’05 Arch and Franklin Chuqui ’09 Arch married on April 28 at Vistamar Restaurant in City Island, New York. 
They met as students more than ten years ago in the wood shop at Shepard Hall. Both are graduates of Spitzer School of 
Architecture. Venesa is currently serving as President of the CCNY Architecture Alumni Group. Franklin is President of the 
CCNY Latino Alumni Group.  Friends and fellow architecture alumni from class ‘65 to class ‘10 joined in the celebration.

Venesa Alicea and Franklin Chuqui

“To transmit this city. . . greater, better, and more 
beautiful than it was transmitted to us.” — Ephebic Oath

Please send updates for inclusion into Alumnus Class Notes to Tom D’Andrea at td’andrea @ccnyalumni.org
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Rosalie Calabrese 
(née Hochman) '59
Oprah.com reported on the philanthropic 
work of Glamour Gals, and the group’s 
recognition of Ms. Calabrese as the recipi-
ent of their 2018 Inspirational Glammy 
Award. Glamour Gals’ members in 100 
volunteer chapters provide companion-
ship for women in senior facilities across 
the nation. Ms. Calabrese is a poet, 
writer, grandmother and a management 
consultant for the arts and a big booster 
of the non-profit’s work. In the Oprah 
profile, she posed for Glamour Gals 
35-year-old founded Rachel Doyle along 
with outstanding young women who have 
established charities and “are making the 
world a lovelier place.”

Juan R. Sanchez ’78
Judge Juan R. Sanchez ’78, was named chief 
judge of the U.S. District Court for the Eastern 
District of Pennsylvania on Wednesday, be-
coming the first Latino to lead the court in its 
229-year history.  Sanchez, 63, has served as 
a federal judge for more than 14 years Sanchez 
was born in Puerto Rico and moved to Bronx, 
N.Y., when he was 12. His is a graduate of  the 
University of Pennsylvania Law School. The 
Eastern District encompasses Philadelphia and 
Berks, Bucks, Chester, Delaware, Lancaster, Le-
high, Montgomery and Northampton counties.

Judge Juan R. Sanchez

Howard Gottfried 
Movie producer Howard Gottfried was born in 1923 and raised in the Bronx. He graduated from the College, attended law school, 
practiced law and produced off-Broadway theater.  Gottfried joined United Artists as an executive where he oversaw the company’s 
involvement in such 1960s TV shows as Gilligan’s Island, The Patty Duke Show and The Fugitive. Gottfried was a regular in a card 
game played in a New York hotel, and it was there that he first met Paddy Chayefsky, the famed screenwriter, Class of 1943.  “They 
just clicked,” his wife, Mary Lynn Gottfried, recalled. “They saw each other every day. Paddy would write. Howard would read what he 
wrote. And then they’d go to Carnegie Deli and talk about what it all meant.” Gottfried died in December in Los Angles at the age of 
94. His film credits, three with Chayefsky, included The Hospital, Network, Torch Song Trilogy, and Altered States.

I N  M E M O R I A M

Max Potash 1941
Miriam R Moskowitz 1942
Richard Lowitt 1943
Robert E Plapinger 1944
Joseph E Robbins 1944
Bernard Luskin 1947
Donald W. Peaceman 1947
Jack Rodin 1948
Dr Marvin Zelen 1949
Jacob Schlitt 1949
Jacob Schlitt 1949
Jack Nitzberg 1949
Michael B. Kushma 1950
Philip Fairhill 1950
Charles W. Rosenthal 1950
George Vincent Hughes 1951

David Kosowsky1951
Prof. Herbert Kamowitz 1952
Dr. Jerry Cassuto 1952
Burton Axelrod 1953
Raymond J. Salani 1954
Dorothy  Belin Kagen 1954
Joseph G Bruney 1955
Gil Robinov 1955
Robert Christiansen 1956
Robert Christiansen 1956
Paul Greenwald 1956
Edward Slater 1956
Dan  Kaplan 1957
Dr Philip Lempert 1958
Jerome Sorcher 1958
Dr Allen Tulgan 1959

Barton Cohen 1959
Victor Diamond 1959
David W Rogers 1960
Harvey Kaylie 1960
Marcia Chambers 1962
Vincent Gavin 1964
Frank Chu 1964
Thomas Quigley 1965
Melanie Kaye 1966
Charles R. Guarino 1967
Gerald Goldberg 1969
Elizabeth O’Sullivan 1970
Steven C Peppas 1976
Carmen M. Alvarado 1978
Hilda Lopez-Laval 1985
Olga Perkovic 1990

Paddy Chayefsky, Secretary of State Henry Kissinger, Mary Lynn Gottfried, and Howard Gottfried at the premiere of Network in 1976

Calabrese and Doyle
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Steve Condiotti

Steve Condiotti  ‘80 
The National Academy of Television Arts & 
Sciences Northern California Chapter has 
presented a local Emmy Award to Steve 
Condiotti, director of photography, for Out-
standing Achievement in the Commercial 
Spot or Campaign category for work with 
the San Francisco Giants baseball team. 
He’s photographed numerous commercial 
spots, hi-tech corporate productions, 
documentaries, shorts and music films, as 
well as working on photographic visual 
effects units and media projections. His 
work has appeared in the Sundance and 
Philadelphia Film Festivals.

Bridges and Guardrails
“I started taking pictures when I got tired of drawing straight lines,” Harry Wilks ’67 recently told the Riverdale Press. “I was an architectural draftsman, but then I just went out with a camera as a self-taught 
photographer and looked at pictures and figured out what I wanted to do.”  The Hudson River Museum this fall exhibited his collection of images titled “Harry Wilks: Hudson River Bridges.”  Beginning with the 
George Washington and proceeding north, Wilks sets himself up close to an ordinary object, such as a guardrail, a fence, or a rock, he invests that object with importance, and it becomes as much the subject of 
the photograph as do the more conventionally majestic structures in the background. “I have an affinity for guardrails, and you’ll see them in a lot of the images that I show,” Wilks said. His photographs are 
included in public collections such as the Brooklyn Museum, the International Center of Photography and The Metropolitan Museum of Art, and in corporate and private collections. 



Carol J. W. Kurth ’80, ‘81Arch
Carol Kurth received a Luxe Residential Excellence in Design (RED) 
Reader Choice Award for her complex project that merged two 
New York City apartments into one gallery-like living space with 

panoramic views. Among the 
innovations: a loft-style entry 
foyer granting, a sizable open 
kitchen with a dining area, a 
built-in bar, and sleek, contex-
tually  designed furniture.

    GENERATIONS
  C L A S S  N O T E S

Alfonso D’Elia ‘73Arch
The Real Estate Journal’s April spotlight featured 
an interview with Mr. D’Elia, managing director 
of North Star,  a design and construction man-
agement and consulting firm specializing in 
corporate, retail and hospitality projects. Historic 
renovation was just one of the points discussed 
in the interview, “We’re extremely proud of the 
newly renovated Paramount Building lobby at 
1501 Broadway, a landmarked 33-story Art Deco 
building,’’ he said. He is also the current president 
of the City College Alumni Association.

Vera Grant ‘95
The University of Michigan Museum of Art has appointed Vera Grant to deputy director of 

curatorial affairs and curator of modern and contemporary art. In this newly created role, 
she will develop and lead a dynamic program of contemporary and historical exhibitions 
and provide strategic vision and managerial oversight for the museum’s exhibitions, 
collections, publications, and conservation. Since 2012, Grant has been the director of the 

Ethelbert Cooper Gallery of African & African American Art at the Hutchins Center at Harvard 
University. Previously, she was executive director of the W.E.B. Du Bois Institute at Harvard 

and the associate director of the African and African American Studies Program at Stanford 
University (2001-2007). Grant has curated numerous exhibitions, including most recently 

“Harlem: Found Ways” (summer 2017). She holds an M.A. in modern European history from 
Stanford and a B.A. in history from the City College of New York, CUNY. She was a Fulbright 

Scholar at the University of Hamburg in Germany, a fellow at the Center for Curatorial 
Leadership, a fellow at the Studio Museum in Harlem, and a Sheila Biddle Ford 

Foundation Fellow.
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Elizabeth Vilchis '2010
Forbes recently profiled Elizabeth Vilchis, the CEO of a 
logistics and technology startup company that to date 

has employed over 900 part-time workers.  She is 
an undocumented immigrant who arrived 

from Mexico as a child at the age of 
seven. “I remember thinking I was 
good in math and science and could 
be part of the solution. From that point 

forward I felt pursuing a career in STEM 
was my responsibility, as someone living 

in America, it would help me to uplift both 
the country and my family.”  She applied to the 

Grove School of Engineering and was one of five women 
among 150 people to graduate with an engineering 
degree in 2010. Of her decision to pursue an engineering 
degree," she said. "That moment has come to define my 
life’s work." 

Renovated lobby of the landmarked Paramount Building

Vera Grant
Kurth



    GENERATIONS

Sidney
Shaievitz’52T
Sidney Shaievitz taught himself words in two or 
three languages in the course of re-translating 
the mostly Yiddish pre-Holocaust, yahrtzeit 
memory book published in 1937 in New York 
by survivors of a 1919 pogrom in Felshtin, 
Ukraine. Scholars say it is a landmark of this 
genre because it was the first to depict daily 
shtetl life, not just persecution. The Livingston, 
N.J. lawyer’s interest began after his mother 

passed away. 
He realized 
how little she 
had spoken 
about her 
past. The old 
Felshtin book 
provides a 
partial listing 
of the 600 
men, women, 
and children 
who died.  
He found his 
grandfather’s 
name, Shlomo 
Mekhel Huber-

man, in her copy.  His grandfather was number 
84 on the list of fatalities.  Approximately two 
decades ago, Shaievitz founded a society to 
keep alive the memory of those murdered. He 
later traveled to Felshtin to take part in an 
unveiling of a memorial. Several translations 
have appeared with each edition updated with 
improvements, including further decoding 
idiomatic expressions of the local Yiddish and 
Hebrew. A new revision is expected soon.

Frankie 
Thomas ’16
THE PARIS REVIEW recently featured “We’re 

All Joycean Here, Then?” by writer Frankie 
Thomas, who offers a slice of her under-

graduate experience as a student in a Ulysses 
seminar course. She served as a writing tutor at 
the College and graduated summa cum laude. 
Thomas is the author of “The Showrunner,” which 
received special mention in the 2013 Pushcart 
Prize Anthology. Her writing has also appeared 
in The Toast, The Hairpin, and Vol. 1 Brooklyn. 
The granddaughter of the late composer Leonard 
Bernstein, Thomas is currently studying fiction at 
the Iowa Writers’ Workshop.  

Michael Del Giudice’64BBA

THE 1960 PRESIDENTIAL CAMPAIGN was in full swing and to hear Michael Del Giudice, Class of 
‘64B, tell the story nearly six decades later refreshes the notion that inspiring words from one man, 
in this case, John F. Kennedy, could change a life in a moment. 

A freshman majoring in accounting at what was then City College’s Bernard M. Baruch School of 
Business, Del Giudice had to travel just one subway stop from the school on E. 23rd St. to see and hear JFK 
rouse the crowd at a Union Square rally.

The young undergraduate, captivated by the words of the young candidate, recalled a speech about 
“how much we had to do to better the United States,” that was so inspirational, he returned to the college 
and switched majors, from accounting to public administration and political science.

Soon, he volunteered on a political campaign followed by a series of governmental postings after grad-
uation:  researcher for a State constitutional commission, legislative aide to the State Assembly Speaker, 
secretary to Governors Hugh Carey and Mario Cuomo, an appointment to the City University Board of 
Trustees and, most currently, the chairman of NYRA, the state racing association.

In between, he held top investment banking positions at major Wall Street firms - Shearson Lehman, 
Lazard Freres and currently Millennium Credit Markets, LLC, where he is co-founder and senior managing 
partner. This fall, he accepts thethe Townsend Harris Medal awarded by City College Alumni Association in 
recognition of his service to the city and state in a ceremony on campus in the Great Hall.

 Born in the Astoria, Queens, the grandson of Italian immigrants, Del Giudice was raised on Long 
Island, where his father was a school custodian and his mother a dressmaker. He returned to the city to live 
with relatives while attending the College, passing on offers to the University of Pennsylvania and NYU.

“I mean, CCNY was a great experience,” he said, recalling that it included an internship at the U.S. 
Treasury Department in 1963, the summer the Civil Rights Movement and the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther 
King’s famous March on Washington, which Del Giudice witnessed first-hand. He said that perhaps his 
most gratifying experience at CCNY, aside from having “terrific teachers and getting “a first-rate education” 
was developing leadership qualities through both academics and student activities. His ROTC service 
required regular visits to CCNY’s uptown campus as well.

While attending CCNY Downtown, Del Giudice was active in student government and also took up 
journalism, rising to Editor-in-Chief of The Ticker, the student newspaper. It was in that capacity that he 
authored one of the publication’s most famous editorials, a moving, front page tribute to his hero JFK, five 
days after the President was assassinated on November 22, 1963.

Under the headline, “Profile in Courage,” Del Guidice wrote: “We will not let the blackness of death 
mar the brilliance of life,” adding that Kennedy “was the President of our generation, he was the leader of 
our free world and he was the Gibraltar of our quest for peace and equality.”
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Del Giudice, presenting trophy at Belmont Stakes

Shaievitz

Thomas



Ben Shneiderman  ‘68
Swansea University in Swansea, Wales, and the University 
of Pretoria in South Africa have awarded honorary degrees to 
Prof. Ben Shneiderman, a pioneering computer scientist whose 

work has been vital in 
determining 

the essential ways we communicate with computers. Prof. 
Shneiderman has been instrumental in a field of work called 
“universal usability” which ensures that whatever a user’s 
physical, cognitive or motor abilities, they can have productive 
and satisfying access to digital services. He is the Founding 
Director of the Human-Computer Interaction Laboratory at 

the University of Maryland.  His 1986 
publication, Eight Golden 

Rules of In-

terface Design, is still taught in human-computer interaction 
courses. His book, Designing the User Interface, has been 
translated into eight languages and is also used worldwide in 
human-computer interaction courses. He recently published 
Rock the Research: Your Guidebook for Accelerating Campus 
Discovery and Innovation, which provides strategies to redirect 
research for revolutionary advances in communication, 

healthcare, transportation, and business. Swansea and 
Pretoria are the fifth and sixth honorary degrees of 

his career.

  C L A S S  N O T E S

Matthys Levy ‘51CE 
Building Eden, Matthys Levy’s new novel will 
leave you with tears over the human tragedies 
wrapped into a tale of the construction of a 
major building in Manhattan. Only a person with 
extensive knowledge of the field could make 
this story so gripping, timely, and compelling. 
His credits as a structural designer include the 
Rose Center for Earth and Space at the American 
Museum of Natural History, the Javits 
Convention 
Center, and the 
Marriott Mar-
quis Hotel, all 
in New York City; 
the Georgia Dome 
in Atlanta, and the 
La Plata Stadium 
in Argentina, which 
features his patented 
Tenstar Dome. Levy is 
a founding principal 
and chairman emeritus 
of Weidlinger Associates.

Syed Haider ‘14
The American Medical Association 
Foundation’s Leadership Development 
Institute has announced the induction of 
Syed Haider, a fourth-year medical stu-
dent at the Icahn School of Medicine at 
Mt. Sinai, one of 15 selected nationally 
for 2018.  Syed, a Jonas Salk Scholar, 
majored in biology at the College and 
attained an overall 3.88-grade point 
average. The Institute seeks to cultivate 
a diverse group of aspiring physician 
leaders who are committed to serving 
the needs of their communities and 
improving the nation’s health.
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Prof. Shneiderman and 
Chancellor Wiseman Nkuhlu 
of the University of Pretoria

Matthys Levy



T H E  A L U M N U S  C R O S S W O R D

Across
 1. Vito Corleone’s creator 
 5. Ride, so to speak
10. LI__
11. ___ Hill, textbook publisher 
16. An organism that lives in the   
      absence of molecular oxygen
18. Lush
19. Bantu language in Africa (var.)
20. Food eaten in West Africa, 
      made from dried grated cassava
21. Road leading from the street to a    
      house or garage
22. Where it’s __!
23. Sound that combines elements 
      of African-American gospel,    
      rhythm and blues and jazz
24. Hosp. crisis center
25. Red topping
27. Chemical element tellurium
28. Apprehend
29. “To Come” printing and 
       journalism reference (abbr.)
30. More submissive
32. Possess jointly
34. Google’s free Web-based 
      email service
37. __ Al
38. Aims
40. Vacillations
43. Call letters?
44. Plants driven about by the wind  
      as a light rolling mass
46. State bet. OR and MX
47. Upton ____, class of 1897, 
      journalist, novelist, muckraker,
      Pulitzer Prize for Fiction
50. Loudness units
51. Helen ____, class of ‘95, 
      authored two books about her 
      relationship with her transgender 
      partner. 
52. Rd.
53. Extremely funny start to terical
54. Canada’s 2nd smallest province 
(abbr.)
56. State bet. NY and DE
58. Dash lengths
59. French saw
60. Brazen one
63. Concurred
64. Crew tool
66. Every Kid in a Park (abbr.)
68. Bigger than MED
69. Piece of work?
70. State under UT
71. Eye affliction
72. Gun, as an engine
73. Jill ____, class of ‘77, author 
      of “Volunteer Slavery: My 
      Authentic Negro Experience”
75. So out it’s in
78. Opp. of SW
79. The “one” in a one-two
81. Major Chinese video-based social    
      network 
83. Prefix that means two or double   
     (Greek)

 84. Orlando International Airport    
     code
 86. Prefix that means two or double  
    (Latin)
 87. Crockett
 88. Topic for 49 Down
 91. Used
 94. Lisa ____, class of ‘12,  
     PEN/Bellwether Prize for Socially 
     Engaged Fiction “The Leavers,” 
     Algonquin Books
 95. Wendy ____, M.A. in creative   
      writing ‘73, playwright,
      Pulitzer Prize for Drama
 99. Global Jewish advocacy org. 
100. College bachelor’s degree
102. Variant of tele-
104. __, Myself and I
105. Conger catcher
106. More twisted
107. Wreckage
109. TV medical drama, ended 2009
111.  Lord’s Resistance Army (abbr.)
112. Subgenre of punk rock
113. Winona’s clan
116. ‘__ Reliable, SpongeBob’s net 
117. The____, Mafia crime novel    
        by 1 Across
119. Chemical element neon 
120. The____, play about Salem   
      witch trials by 104 Down
123. Versatile truck, informally
124. ___ Coupe, Mercedes-Benz 
125. Cleaning cabinet supplies
126. More opportune
127. Walter ____, M.A. in 
       creative writing ‘91, best-selling 
       mystery writer
128. TV show interruption
circle 
129. Circle the ____
130. About, on a memo

Down
 1. Crash site
 2. Unwind
 3. Country now called Democratic 
Republic of the Congo 
 4. Open eye visual (abbr.) 
 5. JP ____, MFA in Creative 
    Writing, ‘09, “SAY/MIRROR,” 
    a debut poetry collection
 6. Blind as ____
 7.  Portuguese kings
 8. Trade spheres
 9. Be in session
10. The Sisters ____, 
      a play by 95 Across 
11. Bernard ____, class of ‘36, 
     Pulitzer Prize for “The Fixer”
12. Battles
13. ___ gestae
14. Not much
15. Crazy people
17. Not long ago
19. The ____, a 1906 novel written  
     by 47 Across, portraying harsh 
     conditions in the meat industry
26. “I learn” in Serbian

27.  A girl about 9-14 years old
30. Caits ____, class of ‘17, 
     author-illustrator of “Let it Die  
     Hungry”
31. Alternate spelling for 25 Across
33. Acrylic fiber
35. Roman numeral 2
36. Move about
39. Suffocating fling start
41. Masonic appendant body 
42. Deny
43. Prefix occurring before stems 
     beginning with a vowel 
45. Cemetery sights
48. The __ girl
49. Maurice ____, class of ‘93, first 
     African-American International 
     Chess Grandmaster
51. “To __ or not to 86 Across.”
55. Nazi Schutzstaffel
56. Warm, so to speak
57. Oscar _____ Hijuelos, 
      B.A., ‘75; M.A. in Creative 
      Writing,’76; first Hispanic to win 
      a Pulitzer Prize for Fiction for 
      ”The Mambo Kings” 
59. Orally rather than in writing
61. Hideous
62. Appetite
63. Cabinet dept.
65. Remainders
67. Nigerian Eastern Ejagham 
     language
71. Con 
74. Afterlife
76. Bd. of __
77. Native American tent
80. Identifying the agent performing 
     an action
82. English exam finale, often 

85. Come together and form one 
     mass or whole.
86. See 51 Down
88. Bavaria’s Christian Social Union 
      (abbr.)
89. Anime hipster
90. ___ of Calcutta, missionary and  
     winner of Nobel Peace Prize
92. Royal National Theatre in London 
     (abbr.)
93. top SC
95. Michelle Faith ____, class of 
     ‘74, “Black Macho and the Myth of 
     the Superwoman”
96. Wide-awake
97. Mother of Isaac and others
98. Mysterious: Var

100. Beehive made from sections 
       of a hollow tree
101. Notation system, alternative 
       to the Dionysian AD and BC
103. Electronic percussion instruments
104. Arthur ____,  dramatist, 
      novelist, and screenwriter, 
      Pulitzer Prize for Drama
108. Batman’s sidekick
110. ___-Rooter
114. ___ ac converter 
115. “___ Brockovich”
118. “Der Ring ___ Nibelungen”
119. “What’s ___?”
121. _____ ac converter
122. “. . . __ he drove out of sight”

The Authors of CCNY
Featuring writers of books, plays and movies, past and present

By Miriam Smith
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SAVE THE DATE:   NOVEMBER 8, 2018 

138th Annual Alumni Dinner
Celebrated for the first time inside the magnificent Great Hall of The City College

In recognition of exemplary dedicated service to the City of New York 
while enhancing the quality of life of its people

Peter Delfyett ’80EE 
Internationally recognized professor 
and inventor in ultrafast photonics 
at The College of Optics & Photonics, 
University of Central Florida

Michael Del Giudice ’64 BBA
Investment banker; Chair, New York State 
Committee on Scholastic Achievement; Trustee 
Emeritus, the City University of New York; 
Chair, New York State Racing Association

Jack Laub ’47
Generic pharmaceutical pioneer, 
decorated World War II Veteran, former 
NBA player and CCNY Alumni Varsity 
Basketball Hall of Fame inductee

THE ALUMNI ASSOCIATION OF THE CITY COLLEGE OF NEW YORK
Cordially Invites You To A Gala Event

Established in 1933 by a gift from the class of 1906 for outstanding postgraduate achievements in their fields.
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Yvette Noel-Schure ’86 
Publicist to many iconic stars 
including Beyoncé, Mariah Carey, 
Will Smith, Jessica Simpson, 
John Legend, Adele and Prince 

David Laub, PE, ’42CE 
Professional Troy Celtics player of the American Basket-
ball League, one year before NBA founding;  Alumni 
Varsity Basketball Hall of Fame inductee; retired from 
construction executive consulting in 2016 at age 95.

 
Dr. Gregory H. Williams
11th President of City College 
(2001 - 2009); nationally 
recognized leader in higher 
education, and best-selling 
author of Life on The Color 
Line (Dutton) 

Christopher Cimino ’83
Award winning meteorologist 
for NBC’s Today in New York, 
United Cerebral Palsy 
and Holy Name Medical Center 
Humanitarian awards 
2000 Townsend Harris Medalist

S P E C I A L  R E C E P T I O N S  A N D  R E U N I O N S

Diamond (60th) Anniversary Class of 1958
Golden (50th) Anniversary Class of 1968        Silver (25th) Anniversary Class of 1993
Five-Year Class Reunions: 1948, 1953, 1963, 1973, 1978, 1983, 1988, 1998, 2003, 2008 and 2013

Reception: 6 PM•Dinner: 7 PM•$210 per ticket
The Great Hall of City College 
For Reservations Call The Alumni Office 
at 212-234-3000 or djordan@ccnyalumni.org

Anthony Belli ’76E  
Healthcare Executive, 
author, nationally 
prominent sales 
consultant and speaker


