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The Alumni Association of the City College of New York Announces Distinguished 2022
Recipients of Townsend Harris Medals and Finley Award

Each year, exceptional candidates are nominated and selected for the awards based on their remarkable
contributions to their respective fields and dedication to service, key values of the institution

New York, NY (September 8th, 2022)- The Alumni Association of the City College of New York
(AACCNY) is pleased to announce the recipients of the organization’s most respected awards, the
Townsend Harris Medals and the Finley Award. This year’s Townsend Harris winners include C.
Ellen Golding ‘62, ‘65MSE; C. Elaine Golding ‘62, ‘65MSE; Francee Covington '70; Leonard
Susskind '62; Dr. Allen Taylor '67; Stewart Kampel '59; and Henry Posamentier '70. The coveted
Finley Award will be presented to Executive Director of the American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU),
Anthony D. Romero. The awardees will be honored at the association’s annual alumni gala set to take
place on November 3, 2022 at 6:00pm EST.

Named after the Founder of the City College of New York, Townsend Harris, the award medal was
established in 1933 by the Class of 1906. Each year, the Alumni Association awards no more than
seven alumni for outstanding postgraduate achievement in their respective careers at the
organization’s Annual Alumni Gala Dinner.

Testaments to the values and expectations of excellence synonymous with the City College of New
York since its founding, each Townsend Harris Medalist beautifully embodies the institution's values.
With backgrounds in varying fields including psychology, science, and journalism, the awardees are
joined by their commitment to greatness and dedication to service. The esteemed recipients have all
spearheaded change in their careers.

Both C. Ellen Golding and her twin sister C. Elaine Golding have been recognized for their significant
contributions to education, advocating for children from under-served groups throughout the city.
Leonard Susskind, following his graduation from CCNY, became one of the fathers of string theory, a
theory of the fundamental structure of spacetime and matter that still dominates theoretical physics.
Dr. Allen Taylor has distinguished himself through his achievements as both a scientist and a
humanitarian, founding the nonprofit Scientific Training Encouraging Peace-Graduate Training
Program. Stewart Kampel is recognized for his incredible work as a journalist at the New York Times,
who brought his expertise back to CCNY as a respected professor.

Dr. Henry W. Posamentier is a worldwide-recognized geologist who has been instrumental in the
development of two major geological sub-disciplines – sequence stratigraphy and seismic
geomorphology – having published seminal papers that have been referenced over 21,000 times.
Alumna Francee Covington is a champion of equality. In college, she was appointed to the otherwise
all-male Committee of Ten, the organizing team for the Black and Puerto Rican community.
Following graduation, she embarked on an exciting career in television and video production as a
director, producer, and writer, working at WCBS New York, WBZ Boston and KGO, KPIX, and
KQED in San Francisco at a time when very few women and people of color were able to do so.
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Each year, the Finley award, named for the third President of City College who instilled in the minds
of students and alumni the concept of dedicated service, is annually presented to a New Yorker who
has proven exemplary and dedicated service to the city of New York. This year, the AACCNY is
thrilled to present this high-ranking honor to the Executive Director of the ACLU, Anthony D.
Romero. For over two decades, Romero has ferociously defended freedom for all people, leading
litigation challenging the greatest injustices of our time .

“It is our pleasure to bestow these prestigious honors upon this remarkable group. Each Townsend
Harris Medalist embodies the values of the institution, exceeding expectations in their careers through
remarkable contributions to their respective fields. And presented each year to a New Yorker who has
proven exemplary service to the city, we are deeply moved by the service of Anthony Romero, who as
the Executive Director of the ACLU has fiercely advocated for individual liberties,” said Executive
Director David Covington.

In line with tradition, recipients of the esteemed honors will be celebrated on the evening of the
Alumni Association's Annual Alumni Gala. For more information and to register for this year’s
ceremony, please visit https://www.ccnyalumni.org/events.

About the Alumni Association of the City College of New York

The purpose of the Alumni Association of CCNY is to promote the
general welfare of The City College of The City University of New York
and its alumni, to establish beneficial relationships between The City
College and its alumni, to advance the principles of public higher
education without regard to race, creed, color or national origin, and to

promote the ideals enunciated in The Ephebic Oath of the City College. With this mission in mind,
The Alumni Association of CCNY seeks to: ENGAGE, generate and sustain meaningful connections
among alumni, students, faculty and staff through our many networking events, award ceremonies,
and activities. SUPPORT current students through scholarships, mentoring and networking
opportunities, and PROMOTE The City College of New York and its interests. Find out more at
www.ccnyalumni.org.
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The Alumni Association of the City College of New York Announces In Person
Return of Annual Alumni Gala

The Association’s highly anticipated annual gala will return to an in-person format

New York-NY (September 8th, 2022) - The Alumni Association of the City College of New York
(AACCNY) announced today that it will host its 142nd annual alumni gala this year on November 3,
2022 at 6:00pm EST. For the first time in two years, this year’s gala will be hosted in-person. The Alumni
Association is excited to open its doors again and welcome back alumni to its yearly gala. After much
success and support from the Association’s devoted community through virtual programming, the
association will also provide a virtual attendance option for guests to conveniently tune in to the festivities
if preferred.

This year, the Association will honour its annual Townsend Harris Medalists and Finley Award recipients
in person. These outstanding individuals will be celebrated for their exceptional postgraduate
achievements and contributions to New York City, New York State, and the nation. This year’s annual
Gala Dinner will also feature speeches from City College President Boudreau and the Alumni Association
President Lawrence Greengrass.  The evening will also feature alumni performances, special edition
“CCNY Alumni” branded items for auction, and a celebration of students receiving scholarships from the
Alumni Association.

“The Annual Gala is the culmination of the Association’s yearly success, where we have the opportunity
to celebrate the incredible accomplishments of the organization and its members. We are also  excited to
host this event as a hybrid event for the first time ever. Alumni will have the opportunity to  experience
the gala (and this gorgeous campus) inperson for the first time in several years… however we will still
allow those who are unable to physically join us a chance to attend virtually.   I hope you will join us,
however you choose to participate, as we celebrate alumni accomplishment and raise money for our many
programs (including student scholarships, alumni outreach, mentoring programs, etc.) on November 3rd!
” said David Covington, Executive Director of the Alumni Association.

For more information and to register for this year’s ceremony, please visit
https://www.ccnyalumni.org/events.

About the Alumni Association of the City College of New York

The purpose of the Alumni Association of CCNY is to promote the general
welfare of The City College of The City University of New York and its

P.O. Box 177 | New York, NY 10027
| 202-234-3000
| www.ccnyalumni.org

mailto:dcovington@ccnyalumni.org
https://www.ccnyalumni.org/events


The Alumni Association of The City College of New York

alumni, to establish beneficial relationships between The City College and its alumni, to advance the
principles of public higher education without regard to race, creed, color or national origin, and to
promote the ideals enunciated in The Ephebic Oath of the City College. With this mission in mind, The
Alumni Association of CCNY seeks to: ENGAGE, generate and sustain meaningful connections among
alumni, students, faculty and staff through our many networking events, award ceremonies, and activities.
SUPPORT current students through scholarships, mentoring and networking opportunities, and
PROMOTE The City College of New York and its interests. Find out more at www.ccnyalumni.org.
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