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In recent years, our nation has witnessed a sharp rise in hate crimes, conspiracy theories, and 
violence aimed at African Americans, Asian Americans, Hispanic Americans, and Jewish 
Americans. In addition, despite the words most of us learned in school, from the Statue of 
Liberty, "Give me your tired, your poor, your huddled masses yearning to breathe free...," hate 
and violence, often stoked by political leaders against immigrants including legal asylum 
seekers, has increased exponentially. 

The result of this hate is not a fair and genuine discussion over political philosophies or policies. 
Vigorous, honest, and respectful debates are healthy in a democracy. But the crimes of violence 
and abuse directed against so many Americans, should not be tolerated in any civil society. 
Sadly, discriminatory attacks against certain groups have also increased on college campuses all 
over the country. All of us need to take action to stem this tide, to respect different points of 
view through legitimate discussion, and call out those who violate basic social norms. Standing 
on the side lines, thus enabling wrongful behavior, should also not be accepted. Every day, we 
can all find ways to counter prejudice and intolerance. Hate can escalate when discriminatory 
attitudes and actions go unchecked. We fight bias by challenging it, including when it takes 
place online, and by working to create inclusive and equitable environments where we all live 
and work. By speaking out, educating, and advocating, we should all respond to bias-related 
incidents and crimes, and help communities across the country become safer, more inclusive 
places. 

The Alumni Association of The City College of New York, an independent 501(c)3, which traces 
its roots to 1853, states in its mission statement that it seeks "...to advance the principles of 
public higher education without regard to race, creed, color, or national origin..." Accordingly, 
the Alumni Association, representing the alumni of this magnificent institution which has 
transformed the lives of so many and which continues to be recognized as a world leader in 
advancing the social mobility of students, reaffirms the principles of its mission statement. In 
addition, we urge all alumni and the greater CCNY community to stand up and speak out 
against all forms of discrimination that we encounter. What better way to fight against hate, 
than to educate. And what better way to educate our young, than to promote and support both 
The City College of New York and our Alumni Association. 
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