
OLYMPIC GLORY AT CCNY

In January of 1967, the CCNY Alumni Varsity 
Association was having its inaugural Hall of Fame 
induction ceremony.  My father was the fencing inductee, 
and while he was a very modest man considering his 
accomplishments in the sport (4X Olympian and 5X 
Olympic Referee), on this night he was brimming with 
pride.  He was so proud to have represented CCNY as an 
athlete and later as a mentor and advisor to the fencing 
program. My father epitomized the motto on the Hall of 
Fame plaque: Character, Sportsmanship, Service.

While CCNY had a fencing Olympian, Samuel C. 
Stewart, Jr., in 1936, the glory days started in 1948, 
coinciding with CCNY’s only NCAA Championship. 
Longtime Bronx buddies Danny Bukantz and Nathaniel 
(Nat) Lubell made the team that year and helped propel 
the foil team into the finals in London.  

In 1952 & 1956, five CCNY alumni represented 
the United States at the Olympic Games. In 1952 in 
Helsinki, Lubell and Bukantz were joined by newcomers 
Albert Axelrod, Harold Goldsmith, and James Strauch.

Lubell, Bukantz, Axelrod and Goldsmith comprised 
four of the six members of the foil team, while Strauch 

was in epee. The foil team was eliminated in the second 
round of pools, the quarterfinals. The epee team also was 
eliminated in the quarters, going 1-2.

In 1956 in Melbourne, the CCNY fab five was Lubell, 
Bukantz, Axelrod, Goldsmith, and Abram Cohen. For 
the second straight Olympics, Lubell, Bukantz, Axelrod 
and Goldsmith led the foil team. But, this time, they 
came very close to what was at the time a very rare 
Olympic fencing medal for the United States.

The Americans took a respectable fourth place, the worst 
place to finish at the Olympic Games. As Team Captain 
in Athens in 2004, I shared that empty feeling when 
both our men’s foil and saber teams finished fourth.

City College’s fencing strength continued at the 1960 
Olympics’ in Rome, when Axelrod, Bukantz and 
Goldsmith again shored up the foil team. While the team 
finished a respectable fifth, the story of the Games was 
Axelrod winning an individual bronze medal. It was a 
tremendous feat, and no other American fencer would 
win a medal until 1984. Axelrod went on to compete at 
the 1964 & 1968 Olympics.
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