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HOUSING: Audit program aims to guarantee living standards

Top marks for rental units
PAUL CLUFF

Staff Reporter 

Eleven residential rental
buildings in Stratford are the
first in the city to pass a “rigor-
ous” set of standards set by the
Federation of Rental-Housing
Providers of Ontario (FRPO).

Park Property Management
Inc. was presented with plaques
of recognition Thursday at 22
Greenwood Dr., one of 11 multi-
residential apartment buildings
in the city and among 500 in the
province certified by FRPO.

“This will be the standard for
rental properties,” said Gerd
Wengler, president of Park Prop-
erty Management Inc.

The FRPO spent five years
developing standards of practice
for a certification program that
ensures tenants and potential
renters that apartment buildings
are well run and well managed.

Ted Whitehead, director of
certification for the FRPO, said
the program started 16 months
ago with no certified properties
but has since grown to include
92,000 suites or apartments.

Compliance checks are ongo-
ing, making it the only program
of its kind in the world, said Mr.
Whitehead.

For a multi-residential apart-
ment building to qualify it must
meet five standards, including
abiding by FRPO’s member code
of conduct, complying with a
third-party audit and ensuring
staff finish training and educa-
tion.

Certification includes a prop-
erty management training
course, Mr. Whitehead
explained.

A self-audit is performed at
the property followed by a pre-
audit review. A third party audi-
tor, J.T. Power and Associates,
performs the actual audit.

An audit lasts three years, and
random audits are performed to
ensure buildings are compliant
with measures.

Mr. Whitehead described the
program as win-win for property
managers and owners who will
find peace of mind that proper
business practices and processes
are in place.

Tenants, meanwhile, will ben-
efit through adherence to stan-
dards of practice. There are 38
standards of practice, mostly
day-to-day compliance, that
must be followed for certifica-
tion.

Most management companies
require three to six months to
bring properties up to standards,
Mr. Whitehead said.

The designation is tough to
achieve and the process is a rig-
orous one, said Mike Chopow-
ick, manager of policy for the
FRPO.

“This sets the bar for all apart-
ment buildings in the city of
Stratford,” said George Brown,
Stratford’s deputy mayor.

Not all property owners and
tenants will need the FRPO 
certification, Mr. Whitehead
acknowledged, however he
noted that most industries have
quality control assurance pro-
grams in place. Housing is an
industry that needs that, he
added.

Lloyd Hutchison
Lloyd William Hutchison, age
83, passed away peacefully
with his family by his side at
home on Thursday,
November 5, 2009. Born in
Ellice Township, son of the
late John Hutchison and the
former Cather ine Grieve,
Lloyd farmed all his life in the
Stratford area and from 1950,
he farmed at the family farm in
the Gore of Downie. Over the
years he did custom farm
work in Downie and Ell ice
Townships. Beloved husband
of Ileen McArdle whom he
married 60 years ago on April
9, 1949. Loving father of
Elaine Arthur and husband
John, Larry Hutchison, Bruce
Hutchison and wife Linda,
Colleen Hutchison and daugh-
ter-in-law Tina Hutchison.
Grandfather of Daryl, Lindsay,
Erica, Danielle and Jessica
Hutchison. Also survived by
many nieces and nephews.
Predeceased by son Randy
Hutchison on October 23,
2008, brothers Gordon and
Jack Hutchison, sisters 
Marjor ie Givens, Muriel
Lupton and Caroline 
Coleman. A Graveside 
Service wil l  be held at 
Avondale Cemetery, Stratford
on Monday, November 9th at
10 a.m. (Friends and relatives
are invited to meet at the
funeral home at 9:45 a.m. for
procession to Avondale
Cemetery ). Reverend Mark
Chester wil l  off iciate.
Luncheon to fol low at the
funeral home Reception
Centre. In lieu of flowers, as
expressions of sympathy, the
family wishes that memorial
donations may be made to the
charity of one's choice
through the funeral home.
www.wgyoungfuneralhome.com
W.G.Young Funeral Home

430 Huron Street
Stratford 519-271-7411

•••

Dorothy Murray
Dorothy May Murray, age 86,
of Stratford passed away
peacefully at the Stratford
General Hospital on Thursday
November 5, 2009. Born in
Stratford, daughter of the late
William Murray and the former
Mary English. Dorothy was a
long time employee of Sealed
Power in Stratford. After her
retirement she     volunteered
at the House of Blessing for
many years. Loving mother of
Jim Murray (Linda) of Chesley.
Grandmother of Heather
(Mike) of Montreal, two grand-
sons and five great grand-
children. Dear sister of Elsie
Southgate of Stratford 
(husband Ted, deceased),
Barbara Stewart of Stratford
(husband Newton, deceased),
Jean Berger (husband John)
of Newmarket. Also survived
by sisters-in-law Dorothy
Murray of Orlando, Florida,
Wanda Murray of Chambly,
Quebec and many nieces and
nephews. Dear fr iend of
Dorothy MacDonald. Pre-
deceased by brothers Robert,
George, John, William, Ernie
and Donald. At Dorothy’s
request there wil l  be no
funeral home visitation.
Cremation with a pr ivate
memorial service will be held
at a later date. As expression
of sympathy, memorial 
donations may be made to the
House of Blessing or to the
Lung Association through the
W. G. Young Funeral Home,
Stratford.
www.wgyoungfuneralhome.com
W.G.Young Funeral Home

430 Huron Street
Stratford 519-271-7411

•••

Eveline Saley
Eveline (Evelyn) Gerda Saley,
age 78, of Stratford passed
away peacefully at the 
Stratford General Hospital on
Wednesday November 4,
2009. Beloved wife of the late
Karl Heinz Saley who pre-
deceased her on Apri l  6,
2003. Loving mother of
Edmund and wife Josephine,
Henry and wife Darlene,
Susan Cowie and husband
Chris. Cherished grandmother
of  Ryan and wife Cindy,
Nicholas, All ison, Elyse, 
Timothy and Hannah. Great-
grandmother of Talia and
Kaiya. Dear sister of 
Elizabeth Wagner with 
husband Lutz and brother
Max Jaeger all in Germany.
Evelyn was known for her
intelligent conversation, her
enjoyment of a game of cards,
her love of gardening and
wildlife, and for her concern
for animals in distress. She
will be missed by her family
and fr iends. A memorial 
service will be held at the
W.G. Young Funeral Home,
430 Huron Street, Stratford on
Monday November 9, 2009 at
1 p.m. Rev. David Elliott will
officiate. As expressions of
sympathy, memorial donations
may be made to the Society
for the Prevention of Cruelty to
Animals through the funeral
home.
www.wgyoungfuneralhome.com
W.G.Young Funeral Home

430 Huron Street
Stratford 519-271-7411

•••

Drika (Dien)
Sturkenboom
(nee Boomkamp)
Drika B. Sturkenboom, age
86, of Stratford passed away
suddenly at the Stratford 
General Hospital, on Friday,
October 30, 2009. Dien
qualified as a nurse during the
Second World War in the
Netherlands in Nijmegen, she
met and married her husband
Johannes (John) Sturkenboom
in 1947. Dien left nursing after
giving bir th to Johanna in
Amsterdam in 1950. In 1956
the family emigrated to
Canada, followed by two of
John’s   sisters (Rita Smith of
Long Island, New York and
Cornelia Weigand - Oshawa).
In 1959, she returned to 
nursing at Northwest General
Hospital, Toronto specializing
in obstetr ics (enjoying 
success of advances in our
care of premature infants) until
1975. In late 1975 she joined
her daughter and son-in-law in
moving to the    Stratford area:
(RR 2 Mitchell). Within a year
she opened the Goodwil l
Store in Stratford which she
ran as manager for five years.
In 1983, she returned to 
nursing at the Hillside Manor
until her retirement in 1988.
Dien was a patient wife and
mother, whose faith was
demonstrated in her work and
her charity: she was always
knitting a scarf or sweater for
someone. An avid reader,
Dien was a good listener, with
a fine sense of humor; she
enjoyed the arts in Stratford
and especially her daughter,
Joan’s music. Dien was the
seventh of 12 children of the
late Bernard and Johanna
Boomkamp (nee Wisselink)
who grew up on small farm in
Varssevelt, Holland. She is
survived by her son Johannes
C. Sturkenboom of Toronto,
brother Bernard Boomkamp
and sister Gré Toebes, both of
Holland. Dien is predeceased
by her husband John in 1979,
and daughter Johanna
Theodora (Joan) Walker in
2002. The memorial service
will be held at River Garden
Inn, 10 Romeo Street, 
Stratford, on Sunday, 
November 8, 2009 at 2 p.m.
led by Rev. David Ell iott.
Interment service has taken
place at Sebringvil le 
Cemetery. Memorial donations
may be made to House of
Blessing through the funeral
home.
www.wgyoungfuneralhome.com

W.G.Young
Funeral Home

430 Huron Street
Stratford 

519-271-7411
•••

Henry Smith
of Wiarton passed away on
Wednesday, November 4,
2009 in his 76th year.
Cherished husband and best
friend of Marjorie Smith for 56
years. Beloved father of
Charles (Lor i) Smith of 
Monkton, Susanne (Bill) Bos
of Durham and Brad (Donna)
Smith of Mitchell. Special
grandpa to Jeff (Kelly),
Jeremy (Angie), James
(Vicki), Kailey (Dale) Dow,
Tara (Shane) Matte, Nevin
(Lisa) Dow, Melissa, Jenna
and Tom and great grandpa to
Darcy, Dana, Trayton, Brock,
Marek, Olen, Seth, Sy, Sage,
Dylan and Kayla. He will be
sadly missed by his sister
Grace (Dave) Park of Mount
Forest and sisters-in-law Joan
Smith and Edith Smith both of
Mitchell. Henry was pre-
deceased by his son Michael,
parents Mabel (Koch) and
Charles Smith and brothers
John and Ross. Henry was a
long standing member of the
Bruce Peninsula Sportsmen's
Association and the Royal
Canadian Legion Branch 208.
Visitation will be held at the
George Funeral Home, 
Wiarton on Sunday, November
8, 2009 from 2 to 4 and 7 to 9
p.m. There will be a Legion
Service at 1:45 p.m. The
funeral service to celebrate
Henry's life will be held at 
St. Paul's Presbyter ian
Church, 553 Gould Street,
Wiarton on Monday, November 9,
2009 at 11:00 a.m. Rev. David
Leggatt officiating. Interment
Elma Centre Cemetery,
Atwood. Donations made to
the Bruce Peninsula Sportsmen's
Association or the Heart &
Stroke Foundation would be
appreciated by the family as
expressions of  sympathy.
Condolences may be sent to
the family through
www.georgefuneralhome.com

George Funeral Home
Wiarton 519-534-0240

••••
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