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In 2019, Astro Hill, a historical vantage point 
overlooking the shores of Koojessee Inlet, 
celebrates its 50th anniversary. Its fascinating 
history is inextricably linked to the founding of 
Frobisher Bay (modern-day Iqaluit) as a place 
of permanent residency in 1942. That year, the 
landscape was forever changed, and it was all 
driven by a major confl ict taking place on the
other side of the world. 

Yet, Astro Hill’s incredible story can be traced 
much further back than this. The Frobisher Bay 
area near the mouth of the Sylvia Grinnell River 
was a seasonal fi shing camp for Inuit and their 
ancestors for hundreds, if not thousands of years. 
It was known to Inuit as Iqaluit (“the place of 
many fi sh”). 

Changing the course of the 
Eastern Arctic
On July 30th, 1942, an unlikely cast of characters 
sailed into Koojessee Inlet on the famed Effi e 
M. Morrissey. They were brought together by 
the desperate need to fi nd a suitable location 
to build a US airbase. The airbase was to be a 
critical link in the American Lend-Lease program, 
which supplied Allied Forces with materials and 
equipment required to defeat Nazi Germany. 

This cast of characters was comprised of an Inuit 
guide named Nakasuk (or, “Paluchi” to the others 
on the ship), who is now regarded by many as the 
founder of modern-day Iqaluit. There was also 
a coterie of rugged American military men and 
Canada’s greatest seafarer, Captain Robert (“Bob”) 
Bartlett and his crew.

A Vantage 
Point to History

It was known to Inuit as Iqaluit 
(“the place of many fi sh”).” 
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ᐊᑲᕐᕆᔮᖅᑐᒃᑯᑦ 
ᐊᑐᖅᑕᐅᒋᐊᙵᕈᑕᒥᓂᐅᔪᑦ 
ᐅᐊᑦᓯᐊᕈ

2019-ᖑᑎᓪᓗᒍ, ᐃᒡᓗᐊᓗᖃᕐᕕᒃ ᖃᖅᑲᔮᖓ, 
ᐅᐊᑦᓯᐊᕈ ᐊᑲᐅᓈᖅᑐᒃᑰᕈᑎᒋᔭᐅᓚᐅᖅᓯᒪᔪᖅ 
ᓵᙵᓪᓗᓂ ᑰᔾᔨᓯᒧᑦ, ᓇᓪᓕᐅᓂᖅᓯᐅᕐᓂᖃᓕᖅᑐᓂ 
50−ᓂᒃ ᐊᕐᕌᒍᓂᒃ. ᖃᐅᔨᔪᒥᓇᒻᒪᕆᑦᑐᖅ ᑕᒪᓐᓇ 
ᐊᑐᖅᑕᐅᓚᐅᖅᓯᒪᔪᖅ ᑲᓱᖅᓯᒪᓪᓚᑦᑖᖅᑐᖅ ᕗᕉᕕᓱᕐ 
ᕙᐃᕈᖅᑎᑕᐅᓚᐅᖅᓯᒪᓕᕐᓂᖓᓄᑦ (ᐅᓪᓗᒥᐅᓕᖅᑐᖅ 
ᑕᐃᔭᐅᔪᖅ ᐃᖃᓗᐃᑦ) ᓄᓇᓕᒋᔭᐅᖏᓐᓇᕐᓂᐊᓕᖅᑐᓂ 
1942ᒥ. ᑕᐃᑲᓂ ᐊᕐᕌᒍᒥ, ᓄᓇᖓ ᐊᓯᔾᔨᓚᐅᖅᓯᒪᕗᖅ 
ᐊᓯᔾᔨᖅᓯᒪᐃᓐᓇᕐᓂᐊᓕᖅᑐᓂ, ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᑕᐃᒪᐃᓐᓇᐅᒃᑑᓪᓗᓂ 
ᐅᓇᑕᕈᑎᒋᔭᐅᓚᐅᖅᓯᒪᓂᖓᓄᑦ ᓄᓇᕐᔪᐊᑉ ᐊᓯᐊᓃᑦᑐᒧᑦ 
ᓄᓇᓕᕐᔪᐊᓄᑦ.

ᑕᐃᒫᒃ ᓱᓕ, ᐃᒡᓗᐊᓗᖃᕐᕕᑉ ᖃᖅᑲᔮᖓ ᑲᒪᓇᖅᑐᖅ 
ᖃᓄᐃᓕᐅᖅᓯᒪᓂᑯᖓ ᐅᐊᑦᓯᐊᕈᕐᓂᓴᒃᑲᓐᓂᕐᒧᑦ 
ᖃᐅᔨᔭᒃᓴᐅᕗᖅ. ᕗᕉᕕᓱᕐ ᕙᐃ ᖃᓂᒋᖓᓂᒃ ᐃᖃᓗᐃᑦ 
ᑰᖓᓂᒃ ᐃᖃᓗᒐᓱᐊᕐᕕᐅᑲᐃᓐᓇᖅᐸᓚᐅᖅᓯᒪᕗᖅ 
ᐃᓄᓐᓄᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᓯᕗᕚᖏᓐᓄᑦ 100ᖑᓗᐊᖅᑐᓂᑦ, 
1,000-ᖑᓗᐊᖅᑐᓂᓪᓘᓐᓃᑦ ᐊᕐᕌᒍᑦ ᐊᑯᓂᐅᑎᒋᔪᖅ. 
ᖃᐅᔨᒪᔭᐅᓚᐅᖅᓯᒪᕗᖅ ᐃᓄᓐᓄᑦ ᑖᓐᓇ ᓄᓇᓕᒃ ᐃᖃᓗᐃᑦ 
(“ᓄᓇᖓ ᐊᒥᓱᓂᑦ ᐃᖃᓗᓕᒃ”).

Drop anchor. In 1942, the Effi e M. Morrissey (pictured above) sailed into 

Frobisher Bay, in search of a suitable location for a northern airbase 

during WWII. Source: Nunavut Archives, S. Wengard fonds, 

N87-022-0014, 1941.

ᑭᓴᖅᑐᑦ. 1942ᖑᑎᓪᓗᒍ, ᐃᐊᐱ ᒪ. ᒧᐊᕆᓯ (ᐊᔾᔨᙳᐊᖓ ᖁᓛᓂ) ᕗᕉᕕᓱᕐ 
ᕙᐃᒧᑦ ᑎᑭᓚᐅᖅᓯᒪᔪᖅ ᐅᒥᐊᒃᑯᑦ, ᕿᓂᖅᑐᑎᑦ ᓈᒻᒪᑦᑐᒥᒃ ᐃᓂᒃᓴᖓᓂᒃ 
ᐅᑭᐅᖅᑕᖅᑐᒥ ᖃᖓᑕᓲᒃᑯᕕᒻᒥ ᓄᓇᕐᔪᐊᕐᒥ ᐅᓇᑕᕕᔾᔪᐊᖅᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ ᑭᖑᓪᓕᕐᒥ. 
ᐊᔾᔨᙳᐊᖅ ᐱᔭᒥᓂᖅ: ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ ᑐᖅᑯᐃᕕᒃ, ᓯ. ᕕᐊᓐᒑᑦ ᕙᓐᔅ, N87-022-0014, 
1941.

ᐊᓯᔾᔨᕐᓂᖓ 
ᖃᓄᐃᓕᐅᕈᑎᒋᔭᐅᓂᖓᑕ 
ᐅᑭᐅᖅᑕᖅᑐᒥ ᑲᓇᓐᓇᖓᑕ  

ᔪᓚᐃ 30, 1942ᖑᑎᓪᓗᒍ, 

ᓂᕆᐅᓇᙱᑦᑐᑦ ᐃᓄᐃᑦ 

ᐊᔾᔨᒋᔭᐅᓗᐊᕌᓗᒐᑎᑦ ᐅᒥᐊᒃᑯᑦ 

ᑎᑭᓚᐅᖅᑐᑦ ᑰᔾᔪᓯᒧᑦ ᑕᐃᑲᓂ 

ᐊᑎᖃᖅᑐᖅ ᐃᐊᐱ ᒪ. ᒧᐊᕆᓯ. 

ᑲᑎᓚᐅᖅᑐᑦ ᓇᓂᓯᒐᓱᐊᖅᑐᑎᑦ 

ᓈᒻᒪᑦᑐᒥᒃ ᓄᓇᒥ ᓴᓇᔭᐅᖁᓪᓗᒍ 

ᒥᐊᓕᒐᑦᑯᑦ ᐅᓇᑕᖅᑏᑦ ᒥᕝᕕᖓ. ᒥᕝᕕᒃ 

ᐱᒻᒪᕆᐅᓚᐅᕐᒪᑦ ᑲᓱᖅᑕᐅᓗᓂ ᒥᐊᓕᒐᒃᑯᑦ 

ᐊᑐᖅᑕᐅᑎᑦᑎᒍᑎᖏᑦ ᐱᓕᕆᐊᖅ, ᐃᓕᒌᑦ 

ᐅᓇᑕᖅᑭᐅᔪᑦ ᑐᓂᔭᐅᖃᑦᑕᕋᔭᕐᒪᑕ 

ᐅᓇᑕᖅᑐᖅᓯᐅᑎᓂᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᓱᓇᒃᑯᑖᓂᑦ 

ᓵᓚᐅᖁᓪᓗᒋᑦ ᓈᔾᔨ ᔮᒪᓂᒃᑯᑦ.

ᑖᒃᑯᐊ ᐊᔾᔨᐅᙱᑦᑐᑦ ᐃᓄᐃᑦ 

ᑎᑭᑦᑐᑦ ᐅᑯᐊᖑᓚᐅᖅᑐᑦ ᐃᓄᒃ 

ᐊᐅᓪᓚᐅᔾᔨᔨ ᐊᑎᓕᒃ ᓇᑲᓱᒃ 

(ᐅᕝᕙᓘᓐᓃᑦ, “ᐸᓗᑦᓯ” ᐊᓯᖏᓐᓄᑦ 

ᐅᒥᐊᕐᔪᐊᒦᑦᑐᓄᑦ ᑕᐃᔭᐅᕙᑦᑐᓂ), 

ᒫᓐᓇ ᐃᓱᒪᒋᔭᐅᓯᒪᓕᖅᑐᖅ 

ᐊᒥᓱᓄᑦ ᐅᓪᓗᒥᐅᔪᖅ ᐃᖃᓗᐃᑦ 

ᓄᓇᓕᕈᖅᑎᑕᒥᓂᕆᓂᕋᖅᑕᐅᓪᓗᓂ. 

ᖃᑦᑏᓐᓇᒡᒍᑏᑦ ᐊᔾᔨᒌᑦᑐᒡᒍᑕᐅᔪᑦ 

ᐊᒃᓱᕈᕐᓇᖅᑐᒥᒃ ᐱᓕᕆᐊᖃᖅᑐᕐᔫᔮᖅᓯᒪᔪᑦ 

ᑕᐅᑦᑐᖏᑦ ᑕᑯᓪᓗᒋᑦ ᒥᐊᓕᒐᑦ 

ᐅᓇᑕᖅᑏᑦ ᐊᖑᑎᐅᔪᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᑲᓇᑕᑉ 

ᐱᒃᑲᐅᓛᖏᑦ ᐅᒥᐊᖅᑐᖅᑏᑦ, ᑲᐱᑕᐃ 

ᕌᕗᑦ (“ᕚᕝ”) ᕙᕐᑦᓕᐊᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐅᒥᐊᕐᒥ 

ᐱᓕᕆᔨᖏᑦ.

ᐅᓇᑕᖅᑭᐅᔪᑦ ᑐᓂᔭᐅᖃᑦᑕᕋᔭᕐᒪᑕ 

ᐅᓇᑕᖅᑐᖅᓯᐅᑎᓂᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᓱᓇᒃᑯᑖᓂᑦ ᐅᓇᑕᖅᑐᖅᓯᐅᑎᓂᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᓱᓇᒃᑯᑖᓂᑦ 

ᐅᓇᑕᖅᑭᐅᔪᑦ ᑐᓂᔭᐅᖃᑦᑕᕋᔭᕐᒪᑕ 

ᐅᓇᑕᖅᑐᖅᓯᐅᑎᓂᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᓱᓇᒃᑯᑖᓂᑦ 

ᐅᓇᑕᖅᑭᐅᔪᑦ ᑐᓂᔭᐅᖃᑦᑕᕋᔭᕐᒪᑕ 

ᐅᓇᑕᖅᑐᖅᓯᐅᑎᓂᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᓱᓇᒃᑯᑖᓂᑦ ᐅᓇᑕᖅᑐᖅᓯᐅᑎᓂᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᓱᓇᒃᑯᑖᓂᑦ 

ᐊᑐᖅᑕᐅᒋᐊᙵᕈᑕᒥᓂᐅᔪᑦ 

ᓈᒻᒪᑦᑐᒥᒃ ᓄᓇᒥ ᓴᓇᔭᐅᖁᓪᓗᒍ 

ᒥᐊᓕᒐᑦᑯᑦ ᐅᓇᑕᖅᑏᑦ ᒥᕝᕕᖓ. ᒥᕝᕕᒃ 

ᐱᒻᒪᕆᐅᓚᐅᕐᒪᑦ ᑲᓱᖅᑕᐅᓗᓂ ᒥᐊᓕᒐᒃᑯᑦ ᐱᒻᒪᕆᐅᓚᐅᕐᒪᑦ ᑲᓱᖅᑕᐅᓗᓂ ᒥᐊᓕᒐᒃᑯᑦ 

ᐊᑐᖅᑕᐅᑎᑦᑎᒍᑎᖏᑦ ᐱᓕᕆᐊᖅ, ᐃᓕᒌᑦ 

ᐊᑐᖅᑕᐅᒋᐊᙵᕈᑕᒥᓂᐅᔪᑦ ᐊᑐᖅᑕᐅᒋᐊᙵᕈᑕᒥᓂᐅᔪᑦ 

ᐊᓯᔾᔨᕐᓂᖓ 
ᖃᓄᐃᓕᐅᕈᑎᒋᔭᐅᓂᖓᑕ 
ᐅᑭᐅᖅᑕᖅᑐᒥ ᑲᓇᓐᓇᖓᑕ  

ᔪᓚᐃ 30, 1942ᖑᑎᓪᓗᒍ, 

ᓂᕆᐅᓇᙱᑦᑐᑦ ᐃᓄᐃᑦ 

ᐊᔾᔨᒋᔭᐅᓗᐊᕌᓗᒐᑎᑦ ᐅᒥᐊᒃᑯᑦ 

ᑎᑭᓚᐅᖅᑐᑦ ᑰᔾᔪᓯᒧᑦ ᑕᐃᑲᓂ 

ᐊᑎᖃᖅᑐᖅ ᐃᐊᐱ ᒪ. ᒧᐊᕆᓯ

ᑲᑎᓚᐅᖅᑐᑦ ᓇᓂᓯᒐᓱᐊᖅᑐᑎᑦ 

ᓈᒻᒪᑦᑐᒥᒃ ᓄᓇᒥ ᓴᓇᔭᐅᖁᓪᓗᒍ 

ᒥᐊᓕᒐᑦᑯᑦ ᐅᓇᑕᖅᑏᑦ ᒥᕝᕕᖓ. ᒥᕝᕕᒃ 

ᐅᑭᐅᖅᑕᖅᑐᒥ ᑲᓇᓐᓇᖓᑕ

ᔪᓚᐃ 30, 1942ᖑᑎᓪᓗᒍ, 
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Oral history suggests that Nakasuk was born 
in an Inuit sealing camp somewhere near 
Pangnirtung and grew up close to Kimmirut. 
He was a resourceful hunter who was at home 
on the land. He and his family befriended the 
Americans on Crowell island in 1941, where 
they were searching for an airbase location. 

The search continued in 1942 after Crowell 
Island was determined not to be a suitable 
location. Nakasuk was invited to join the 
continuing expedition. In the words of LCO 
Alexander Forbes, he was taken on as he was 
the “Eskimo patriarch of Frobisher Bay…” and 
was a “guide, philosopher, and friend, factotum 
and counselor soon after his arrival.”

On July 30, 1942, a historic day, he helped 
guide The Effi e M. Morrissey into Kojessee 
Inlet towards the mouth of the Sylvia Grinnell 
River. It was quickly apparent this was the site 
the group had been looking for: a relatively 
fl at piece of land with an orientation and 
geography suited for aircraft landings. Survey 
engineers were immediately dispached to 
confi rm the site met their requirements. 

Oral history suggests Nakasuk remained at 
the site for some time assisting the Americans. 
He effectively became Iqaluit’s fi rst permanent 
resident and is thought of by many as the 
founder of Iqaluit. Nakasuk Elementary School 
is named in his honour.

The Philosopher 
Guide: Nakasuk 

On July 30, 1942, a historic day, 
he helped guide The Effi e M. 
Morrissey into Kojessee Inlet 
towards the mouth of the Sylvia 
Grinnell River.”
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ᐅᓂᒃᑳᖅᑐᐊᑐᖃᐃᑦ ᒪᓕᑦᑐᒋᑦ ᓇᑲᓱᒃ ᐃᓅᓚᐅᖅᓯᒪᔪᖅ ᐃᓄᐃᑦ ᓇᑦᑎᕋᓱᐊᕐᕕᖓᓂ 
ᐸᖕᓂᖅᑑᑉ ᖃᓂᒋᔭᖓᓂ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐱᕈᖅᓴᔪᒥᓂᐅᓪᓗᓂ ᑭᒻᒥᕈᑉ ᖃᓂᒋᔭᖓᓂ. 
ᐊᑑᑎᖃᑦᑎᐊᓲᖑᓪᓗᓂ ᖃᓄᖅᑑᒃᑳᓘᓪᓗᓂ ᐊᖑᓇᓱᒃᑎᐅᓚᐅᖅᓯᒪᔪᖅ 
ᐊᖑᖏᕐᕋᖅᓯᒪᔪᕐᔫᔮᑐᐃᓐᓇᐸᑦᑐᓂ ᓄᓇᒦᑎᓪᓗᒍ. ᓇᑲᓱᒃ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐃᓚᖏᑦ 
ᐱᖃᑎᑖᓚᐅᖅᓯᒪᔪᑦ ᐊᒥᐊᓕᒐᕐᒥᒃ ᑯᕈᕕᐅᓪ ᕿᑭᖅᑕᖓ 1941ᖑᑎᓪᓗᒍ, ᕿᓂᖅᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ 
ᒥᕝᕕᒃᓴᑉ ᐃᓂᒋᒐᔭᖅᑕᖓᓂᒃ.

ᕿᓃᓐᓇᓚᐅᖅᓯᒪᔪᑦ 1942ᖑᑎᓪᓗᒍ ᑯᕈᕕᐅᓪ ᕿᑭᖅᑕᖓ ᓈᒻᒪᔾᔮᙱᑦᑑᓂᕋᖅᑕᐅᑎᓪᓗᒍ. 
ᓇᑲᓱᒃ ᕿᓂᖁᔭᐅᓕᓚᐅᖅᓯᒪᔪᖅ ᐊᐅᓪᓚᖃᑕᐅᓗᓂ. ᐅᖃᐅᓯᖏᑦ ᒪᓕᑦᑐᒋᑦ LCO 
ᐊᓕᒃᓵᓐᑐᕐ ᕗᐊᕐᕝᔅ, ᐃᓚᐅᑎᑕᐅᓚᐅᖅᓯᒪᔪᖅ ᐊᖑᑎᐅᓪᓗᓂ ᐊᖓᔪᖅᑳᖅ ᕗᕉᕕᓱᕐ 
ᕙᐃᒥ...” ᐊᒻᒪᓗ “ᐊᐅᓪᓚᐅᔾᔨᔨᐅᓪᓗᓂ, ᓯᓚᑐᔫᓪᓗᓂ, ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐱᖃᑎᒋᔭᐅᓪᓗᓂ, 
ᑭᓱᕈᓘᔮᓗᖕᓂᒃ ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔮᖃᓲᖑᓪᓗᓂ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐃᓅᓯᓕᕆᔨᐅᓪᓗᓂ 
ᑎᑭᕋᑖᖅᑐᒥᓂᐅᓕᖅᑎᓪᓗᒍ ᑕᐃᒪᐃᑲᐅᑎᒋᓚᐅᖅᓯᒪᔪᖅ.”

ᔪᓚᐃ 30, 1942ᖑᑎᓪᓗᒍ, ᐊᑐᖅᑕᐅᔭᕆᐅᖅᑐᓂ ᑕᐃᑲᓂ ᐅᓪᓗᖓᓂ, ᐃᑲᔪᓚᐅᖅᓯᒪᔪᖅ 
ᑐᑭᒧᐊᑦᑎᑎᓪᓗᓂ ᐃᐊᐱ ᒪ. ᒧᐊᕆᓯᒥᒃ ᑰᔾᔪᓯᑉ ᑲᖏᖅᑐᖓᓄᑦ ᐃᒪᖓ ᐃᖃᓗᐃᑦ ᑰᖓᑕ. 
ᓇᓗᓇᕈᓐᓃᑲᐅᑎᒋᓚᐅᖅᓯᒪᔪᖅ ᑖᓐᓇ ᓄᓇ ᕿᓂᖅᑕᒥᓂᐅᒐᒥ: ᒪᓂᑦᑑᓪᓗᓂ ᓄᓇᖓ 
ᓱᑯᑦᑎᐊᒎᕐᕕᒃᓴᖏᑦ ᓇᓗᓇᙱᑦᑑᓪᓗᑎᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᓄᓇᖓ ᓈᒻᒪᑦᑑᓪᓗᓂ ᒥᕝᕕᒃᓴᐅᓗᓂ 
ᖃᖓᑕᓲᕐᓄᑦ. ᖃᐅᔨᓴᖅᑏᑦ ᐊᐅᓚᐅᓯᕆᔨᐅᔪᑦ ᖃᐃᖁᔭᐅᑲᐅᑎᒋᓚᐅᖅᓯᒪᔪᑦ ᐃᓂᒃᓴᖓ 
ᓈᒻᒪᒃᑲᓗᐊᕐᒪᖔᖅ ᓇᓗᓇᐃᖅᓯᖁᔭᐅᓪᓗᑎᑦ ᖃᓄᐃᑦᑑᔭᕆᐊᓕᖏᑦ ᒪᓕᓪᓗᒋᑦ.

ᐅᓂᒃᑳᖅᑐᐊᑐᖃᐃᑦ ᒪᓕᑦᑐᒋᑦ ᓇᑲᓱᒃ ᑕᐃᑲᓃᓚᐅᖅᓯᒪᔪᖅ ᐊᑯᓂᐅᔪᖅ ᐃᑲᔪᖅᑐᓂ 
ᒥᐊᓕᒐᕐᓂᒃ. ᐃᖃᓗᓐᓂ ᓯᕗᓪᓕᖅᐹᖑᓚᐅᖅᓯᒪᔪᖅ ᓄᓇᖃᐃᓐᓇᕐᓂᐊᓕᖅᑐᓂ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ 
ᐃᓱᒪᒋᔭᐅᕗᖅ ᐊᒥᓱᓄᑦ ᐃᖃᓗᓐᓂ ᐱᒋᐊᖅᑎᑦᑎᓯᒪᓂᑰᓂᖓᓂᒃ. ᓇᑲᓱᒃ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᕕᖓ 
ᐊᑦᑎᖅᑕᐅᓯᒪᔪᖅ ᓇᑲᓱᒻᒥᒃ.

Guiding the future of Iqaluit. Nakasuk in a traditional kayak, 1943. Source: Nunavut Archives 

N-1987-022-0037

ᐃᖃᓗᓐᓂᑦ ᓴᕿᑎᑦᑎᕙᓪᓕᐊᑎᓪᓗᒍ. ᓚᑲᓱᒃ ᖃᔭᖅᑐᑎᓪᓕᒍ, 1943ᒥ. 

ᓯᓚᑐᔪᖅ ᐊᐅᓪᓚᐅᔾᔨᔨ: ᓇᑲᓱᒃ

ᔪᓚᐃ 30, 1942ᖑᑎᓪᓗᒍ, ᐊᑐᖅᑕᐅᓚᐅᖅᓯᒪᙱᑦᑐᖅ 
ᐊᑐᖅᑕᐅᓕᓚᐅᖅᓯᒪᒋᕗᖅ ᐅᓪᓗᖅ, ᐃᑲᔪᓚᐅᕐᓂᖓᓄᑦ 
ᑐᑭᒧᐊᑦᑎᑎᓪᓗᓂ ᐃᐊᐱ ᒪ. ᒧᐊᕆᓯ ᑰᔾᔪᓯ 
ᑲᖏᖅᑐᖓᓄᑦ ᐃᖃᓗᐃᑦ ᑰᖓᑕ ᖃᓂᒋᔭᖓᓄᑦ.” 
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The Effi e M. Morrissey was owned and captained by 
Newfoundland’s most famous son, Robert (“Bob”) 
Bartlett. In selecting Bartlett, the US military had 
chosen its man wisely. His navigational abilities 
and familiarity with the northern waters were 
unparalleled. Bartlett voyaged into arctic seas 
over 40 times (a record never surpassed) during 
a seafaring career exceeding 50 years. Bartlett 
survived 12 wrecks and is credited with major 
contributions to arctic exploration and scientifi c 
understanding of the region. 

Among his most famous voyages, he escorted 
Robert E. Peary on three attempts to reach the 
North Pole, which Peary claimed to have achieved 
in 1908. He was also contracted by another 

famous arctic explorer, Vilhjalmur Stefansson, 
in his pursuit of the Northwest Passage. Captain 
Bartlett’s world-class seafaring knowledge, 
perseverance and leadership qualities are captured 
in a book “The Ice Master: The Doomed 1913 Voyage 
of the Karluk” by Jennifer Niven. His contributions 
to science were primarily made in service to the 
Smithsonian Institute in Washington DC. 

Commissioned in 1941, Bartlett escorted the 
Americans on their hunt for an arctic airbase. As 
one of Bartlett’s fi nal few voyages to the Arctic, it 
was perhaps his most lasting-legacy, resulting in 
the establishment of modern-day Iqaluit and 
Astro Hill. 

The Master Navigator: 
Captain Robert Bartlett

Newfoundland-American Arctic explorer Captain Robert Bartlett and local, 

1933, Smithsonian. Photograph taken during Arctic expedition for the Invertebrate 

Zoology Department, Smithsonian. Source: Smithsonian Institution Archives. Image 

S1A2012-0659

ᓂᐅᕙᐅᓐᓛᓐ–ᒥᐊᓕᒐᕐᒥᐅᖅ ᐅᑭᐅᖅᑕᖅᑐᒥ ᖃᐅᔨᓴᖅᑎ ᑲᐱᑕᐃ ᕌᕗᑦ ᕙᕐᑦᓚᑦ 
ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᓄᓇᓕᓐᓂ, 1933, ᒥᓯᑦᓲᓂᐊᓐ. ᐊᔾᔨᓕᐅᖅᑕᒥᓂᖅ ᐅᑭᐅᖅᑕᖅᑐᒥ ᖃᐅᔨᓴᖅᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ 
ᕿᒥᕐᓗᓖᑦ ᐆᒪᔪᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ ᐱᓕᕆᕝᕕᖓ, ᓯᒥᑦᓲᓂᐊᓐ. ᐊᔾᔨᙳᐊᖅ ᐱᔭᒥᓂᖅ: ᓯᒥᑦᓲᓂᐊᓐ 
ᐱᓕᕆᕝᕕᖓ ᑐᖅᑯᐃᕕᒃ. ᐊᔾᔨᙳᐊᖅ S1A2012-0659

Commissioned in 1941, Bartlett escorted the 
Americans on their hunt for an arctic airbase.” 

The Master Navigator: The Master Navigator: 



Astro Hill  |  A Vantage Point to History   7

ᐃᐊᐱ ᒪ. ᒧᐊᕆᓯ ᓇᒻᒥᓂᖁᑎᒋᔭᐅᓚᐅᖅᓯᒪᔪᖅ 
ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᑲᐱᑕᐃᖃᖅᑐᓂ ᑖᔅᓱᒥᖓ ᓂᐅᕙᐅᓐᓛᓐᒥ 
ᖃᐅᔨᒪᔭᐅᑦᑎᐊᖅᑐᑉ ᐃᕐᓂᖓᓄᑦ, ᕌᕗᑦ (“ᕚᕝ”) ᕙᕐᑦᓕᐊᑦ. 
ᓂᕈᐊᖅᑕᐅᓪᓗᓂ ᕚᕐᑦᓕᐊᑦ, ᒥᐊᓕᒐᕐᓂ ᐅᓇᑕᖅᑏᑦ 
ᓂᕈᐊᑦᑎᐊᓚᐅᖅᑐᑦ ᐱᓕᕆᔨᒃᓴᖓᓂᒃ ᐊᖑᑎᒥ. ᐃᒪᒃᑯᑦ 
ᐊᐅᓪᓚᕈᓐᓇᕐᓂᖓ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᖃᐅᔨᒪᓂᖓ ᐅᑭᐅᖅᑕᖅᑐᒥ 
ᐃᒪᖏᓐᓂ ᓇᓕᖅᑯᑦᑕᐅᔪᓐᓇᓚᐅᙱᑦᑐᑦ. ᕙᕐᑦᓕᐊᑦ ᐅᒥᐊᒃᑯᑦ 
ᐊᐅᓪᓚᓚᐅᖅᓯᒪᔪᖅ ᐅᑭᐅᖅᑕᖅᑐᑉ ᑕᕆᐅᖏᓐᓄᑦ 40ᕋᖅᑎᖅᑐᓂ 
(ᑕᐃᒪᐃᑦᑐᖃᓚᐅᖅᓯᒪᙱᑦᑐᖅ ᐊᒥᓱᐊᖅᑎᒻᒪᕆᒃ ᐊᐅᓪᓚᕐᓗᑎᑦ) 
ᐅᒥᐊᒃᑯᑦ ᐊᐅᓪᓚᖃᑦᑕᖅᑎᐅᓪᓗᓂ 50 ᐊᕐᕌᒍᑦ ᐅᖓᑖᓄᑦ 
ᐊᑯᓂᐅᑎᒋᔪᖅ. ᕙᕐᑦᓕᐊᑦ 12ᕌᖅᑎᖅ ᐅᒥᐊᖓ ᓱᕋᒃᑐᒥᓂᐅᓪᓗᓂ 
ᐃᑲᔪᕐᓂᖃᕐᔪᐊᖅᓯᒪᓂᕋᖅᑕᐅᒋᓪᓗᓂ ᐅᑭᐅᖅᑕᖅᑐᒥ 
ᖃᐅᔨᓴᖅᑐᖃᖅᑎᓪᓗᒍ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᖃᐅᔨᓴᖅᑎᒻᒪᕆᐅᔪᑦ 
ᑐᑭᓯᕚᓪᓕᕋᓱᐊᖅᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ ᐅᑭᐅᖅᑕᖅᑐᒥ.

ᖃᐅᔨᒪᔭᐅᑦᑎᐊᓛᖑᔪᑦ ᐃᓚᖏᑦ, ᐊᐅᓪᓚᐅᔾᔨᓚᐅᖅᓯᒪᔪᖅ 
ᕌᕗᑦ ᐃ. ᐱᐅᕆᒥᒃ ᐱᖓᓱᐊᖅᑎᖅ 
ᑕᐅᕗᙵᕋᓱᐊᖅᑐᑎᑦ ᐅᑭᐅᖅᑕᖅᑐᑉ ᑲᔾᔨᖓᓄᑦ, ᐱᐅᕆ 

ᐅᐸᑦᑕᒥᓂᕆᓂᕋᖅᑕᒥᓂᕆᓪᓗᓂᐅᒃ 1908ᖑᑎᓪᓗᒍ. 
ᑳᑐᓐᕌᒃᑦᑕᐅᓚᐅᖅᓯᒪᒻᒥᔪᖅ ᖃᐅᔨᒪᔭᐅᑦᑎᐊᕐᒥᔪᒧᑦ 
ᐅᑭᐅᖅᑕᖅᑐᒥ ᖃᐅᔨᓴᖅᑎᒧᑦ ᕕᓪᕼᐊᓪᒧᕐ ᓯᑎᕙᓐᓴᓐ, 
ᐅᑭᐅᖅᑕᖅᑐᑉ ᐃᒪᒃᑯᑦ ᐊᖅᑯᑎᖓᓂᒃ ᕿᓂᖅᑎᓪᓗᒍ. ᑲᐱᑕᐃ 
ᕙᕐᑦᓕᐊᑦ ᓄᓇᕐᔪᐊᕐᒥ ᐱᒃᑲᐅᓛᖑᓪᓗᓂ ᐅᒥᐊᖅᑐᕐᓂᕐᒥᒃ 
ᖃᐅᔨᒪᓂᖓ, ᓴᐱᓕᔪᐃᑦᑑᓂᖓ ᓯᕗᓕᖅᑎᐅᒍᓐᓇᕐᓂᖓᓗ 
ᐅᖃᐅᑕᐅᕗᑦ ᐅᖃᓕᒫᒐᕐᒥᒃ “ᓯᑯᒥ ᐊᔪᙱᑦᑐᖅ: 
ᓱᕋᓛᕐᓂᐊᕋᓱᒋᔭᒥᓂᖅ 1913ᒥ ᖃᕐᓗᒃ ᐊᐅᓪᓚᕐᓂᖓ” 
ᔨᐊᓂᐳ ᓂᕙᓐᒧᑦ ᑎᑎᕋᖅᑕᒥᓂᖅ. ᐃᑲᔪᕐᓂᖃᖅᑐᒥᓂᐅᓂᖓ 
ᖃᐅᔨᓴᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐱᔨᑦᑎᕋᕈᑎᒋᓚᐅᖅᑕᐅᖏᑦ ᓯᒥᑦᓲᓂᐊᓐ 
ᐱᓕᕆᕝᕕᖓᓄᑦ ᕚᓯᖕᑕᓐ, ᑎᔅᑐᕆᒃᑦ ᑲᓚᒻᐱᐊᒧᑦ.

ᐊᐅᓪᓚᕈᓐᓇᖅᑎᑕᐅᓪᓗᓂ 1941ᒥ, ᕙᕐᑦᓕᐊᑦ 
ᐊᐅᓪᓚᐅᔾᔨᓚᐅᖅᓯᒪᔪᖅ ᒥᐊᓕᒐᕐᓂᒃ ᐅᑭᐅᖅᑕᖅᑐᒥ 
ᒥᑦᑕᕐᕕᒻᒥ ᕿᓂᖅᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ. ᐃᓚᖓᑦ ᕙᕐᑦᓕᐊᑦ ᑭᖑᓪᓕᖅᐹᒥ 
ᐊᐅᓪᓚᕐᓂᑯᒥᓂᖓ ᐅᑭᐅᖅᑕᖅᑐᒧᑦ, ᑭᖑᓪᓕᖅᐹᖑᓪᓗᓂᓗ 
ᐃᖅᑲᐅᒪᒋᔭᐅᓂᐊᕐᓂᕐᒥᓄᑦ, ᐋᖅᑭᒃᑕᐅᒍᑎᒋᓕᓚᐅᖅᓯᒪᔭᖓ 
ᐅᓪᓗᒥᐅᓕᖅᑐᖅ ᐃᖃᓗᐃᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐃᒡᓗᐊᓗᖃᕐᕕᒃ.

ᐃᒪᒃᑯᑦ ᐊᐅᓪᓚᕈᓐᓇᑦᑎᐊᖅᑐᖅ 
ᐊᔪᙱᑦᑑᓪᓗᓂ: ᑲᐱᑕᐃ ᕌᕗᑦ ᕚᕐᑦᓕᐊᑦ 
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Having confirmed the site for their airbase,  
the American military went to work to get  
it operational. 

The first step was to find a permanent reference 
point for conducting the detailed survey of the 
runway. The methodology of the day required a 
precise astronomical determination of this key 
geological reference point. It was essential to find 
high ground nearby with a panoramic view of the 
entire area and of the sky. One can only imagine 
Nakasuk and American army engineers scouting 
the barren area for such a location.  

Fortunately, there was an elevated promontory 
rising from the landing area that served their needs 
perfectly. In the words of LCO Alexander Forbes, 
“This point we named ‘Astro,’ and it became the key 
to our whole survey.” The name stuck, and today 
that special place is known as Astro Hill. 

With the survey completed, supply ships, already 
loaded with materials and equipment, arrived 
within days. Construction of the runway was 
underway by mid-August. By the end of September 
1942, a bustling airbase (dubbed “Crystal II”) had 
been established. 

Two cultures come together
Thus Iqaluit, the “place of many fish” to Inuit, became 
better known as “Frobisher Bay” beginning its 
modern incarnation as an eastern arctic hub and 
airbase. Employment and trading opportunities with 
the Americans attracted an increasing number of 
Inuit to Frobisher Bay. Lifestyles adjusted rapidly; 
this inflow transformed into a permanent population 
and a growing urban community. Military personnel 
were required to live on the bustling airbase, which 
occupied most of what we know today as central 
Iqaluit. Inuit residents settled in the Apex area. 

Ready for Takeoff
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ᐊᑐᐃᓐᓇᐅᒪᓕᖅᑐᖅ ᖃᖓᑦᑕᕐᓗᓂ

ᓇᓗᓇᐃᖅᑕᐅᓚᐅᖅᑎᓪᓗᒍ ᖃᖓᑕᓲᒃᑯᕕᒃᓴᖓ ᒥᕝᕕᒃ, ᒥᐊᓕᒐᕐᓂ ᐅᓇᑕᖅᑏᑦ ᐱᓕᕆᐊᖃᕆᐊᓯᓕᓚᐅᖅᓯᒪᔪᑦ 
ᐊᐅᓚᓂᖃᓕᖁᓪᓗᒍ.

ᓯᕗᓪᓕᖅᐹᒥ ᓇᓂᓯᔭᕆᐊᖃᓚᐅᖅᑐᑦ ᓇᔪᖅᑕᐅᖏᓐᓇᓂᐊᖅᑐᒥᒃ ᓱᑯᑦᑎᐊᓃᓐᓂᖓᓂᒃ ᓇᓗᓇᐃᔭᖅᓯᒪᔪᓂᒃ 
ᖃᐅᔨᓴᕈᓐᓇᖁᓪᓗᒋᑦ ᒥᕝᕕᐅᒐᔭᖅᑐᒥᒃ. ᑕᒪᓐᓇ ᐊᑐᖅᑕᐅᒐᔭᖅᑐᒥᓂᖅ ᑕᐃᔅᓱᒪᓂ ᓯᓚᓐᓂᐊᕐᓗᑎᑦ 
ᓇᓗᓇᐃᖅᓯᔾᔪᑎᖃᑦᑎᐊᕆᐊᖃᓚᐅᖅᑐᖅ ᓄᓇᓕᕆᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᑎᒃᑯᐊᕈᑎᒋᔭᐅᓂᐊᕐᓗᓂ. ᐱᒻᒪᕆᐅᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ 
ᓇᓂᓯᓗᑎᑦ ᖁᑦᑎᓂᖅᓴᒥᒃ ᓄᓇᒥ ᖃᓂᒋᔭᖓᓂ ᑕᒪᐃᓐᓂ ᑕᑯᒍᓐᓇᕐᓂᐊᕐᒪᑕ ᓄᓇᒥ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᓯᓚᒥ. ᐃᓄᒃ 
ᑕᐅᑐᙳᐊᕈᓐᓇᑐᐃᓐᓇᖅᐳᖅ ᓇᑲᓱᒻᒥᒃ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᒥᐊᓕᒐᕐᓂᒃ ᐅᓇᑕᖅᑎᓂᑦ ᐊᐅᓚᐅᓯᕆᔨᐅᔪᑦ ᖃᐅᔨᓴᖅᑐᑦ 
ᓄᓇᑐᐃᓐᓇᕐᒥ ᐃᓂᒃᓴᖓᓂᒃ ᕿᓂᖅᑐᑎᑦ.

ᐱᐅᔫᓪᓗᓂ, ᖁᑦᑎᑦᑐᓕᑦᑕᖃᓚᐅᖅᑐᖅ ᒥᕝᕕᐅᒐᔭᖅᑐᒥᒃ ᖃᐅᔨᓴᕐᕕᐅᒐᔭᖅᑐᒥᒃ ᓈᒻᒪᑦᑎᐊᖅᑑᓗᓂ. ᐅᖃᐅᓯᖏᑦ LCO 
ᐊᓕᒃᓵᓐᑐᕐ ᕗᐊᕐᑉᔅ, “ᑖᓐᓇ ᖃᐅᔨᓴᕐᕕᐅᒋᐊᙵᕋᔭᖅᑐᖅ ᐊᑦᑎᓚᐅᖅᑕᕗᑦ ‘ᐋᔅᑐᕈ,’ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᑐᑦᑕᕐᕕᒋᓚᐅᖅᑕᕗᑦ 
ᖃᐅᔨᓴᕐᕕᐅᓕᕐᓗᓂ.” ᐊᑎᖓ ᐊᑐᖅᑕᐅᖏᓐᓇᓕᖅᑐᓂ, ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐅᓪᓗᒥᐅᔪᖅ ᑕᐃᓐᓇ ᓄᓇᑦᑎᐊᕙᒃ ᐱᒻᒪᕆᐅᔪᖅ 
ᖃᐅᔨᒪᔭᐅᕗᖅ ᓱᓕ ᐃᒡᓗᐊᓗᖃᕐᕕᒃ.
ᖃᐅᔨᓵᖅ ᐱᔭᕇᖅᑕᐅᓯᒪᓕᖅᑐᓂ, ᐅᒥᐊᕐᔪᐊᒃᑯᑦ ᓱᓇᒃᑯᑖᓂᒃ ᐅᓯᑲᑦᑕᖅᑏᑦ, ᐅᓯᓕᕇᖅᑐᑎᑦ ᓱᓇᒃᑯᑖᓂᒃ ᐊᑐᕋᒃᓴᓂᓪᓗ, 
ᑎᑭᑦᑐᒥᓂᐅᕗᑦ ᐅᓪᓗᐃᓐᓇᖏᓐᓂ. ᓴᓇᔭᐅᒋᐊᓯᔪᒥᓂᖅ ᒥᕝᕕᒃ ᐋᒡᒌᓯ ᕿᑎᐊᓂ. ᐃᓱᓕᒻᒪᑦ ᓯᑏᕝᕙ 1942, 
ᐱᓕᕆᔪᒻᒪᕇᑦ ᒥᕝᕕᒃ (ᑕᐃᔭᐅᓕᓚᐅᖅᓯᒪᔪᖅ “ᑯᕆᔅᑐᓪ II”) ᐋᖅᑭᑦᑕᒥᓂᐅᕗᖅ.  

ᒪᕐᕉᒃ ᐃᓕᖅᑯᓰᒃ ᑲᑎᑉᐴᒃ  
ᑕᐃᒪᐃᒻᒪᑦ ᐃᖃᓗᐃᑦ, “ᐊᒥᓱᓂᒃ ᐃᖃᓗᖃᖅᑐᖅ” ᐃᓄᓐᓄᑦ ᖃᐅᔨᒪᔭᐅᓪᓗᓂ, ᖃᐅᔨᒪᔭᐅᓕᓚᐅᖅᓯᒪᕗᖅ “ᕗᕉᕕᓱᕐ 
ᕙᐃ”ᒥᒃ ᐱᒋᐊᖅᑐᓂ ᐅᓪᓗᒥᐅᔪᖅ ᑲᓇᑕᑉ ᐅᑭᐅᖅᑕᖅᑐᖓᑕ ᑲᓇᓐᓇᖓᓂ ᑐᑦᑕᕐᕕᐅᒋᐊᓯᓕᖅᑐᓂ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ 
ᒥᕝᕕᑦᑕᖃᑦᑎᐊᓕᖅᑐᓂ. ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔮᒃᓴᑦᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᑕᐅᖅᓰᕕᒃᓴᐅᔪᑦ ᒥᐊᓕᒐᕐᓄᑦ ᐅᐸᒍᒥᓇᖅᑑᒍᑎᒋᓚᐅᖅᓯᒪᔭᖏᑦ 
ᐃᓄᖕᓄᑦ ᐊᒥᓱᕈᖅᐸᓪᓕᐊᓪᓗᑎᓪᓗ ᑕᒪᐅᙵᖅᑐᑦ ᕗᕉᕕᓱᕐ ᕙᐃᒧᑦ. ᐃᓅᓯᖏᑦ ᐊᓯᔾᔨᖅᑐᑎᑦ ᓱᑲᑦᑐᒃᑯᑦ; ᑕᒪᒃᑯᐊ 
ᑎᑭᑉᐸᓪᓕᐊᓂᖏᑦ ᐋᖅᑮᑎᑦᑎᒍᑕᐅᓕᓚᐅᖅᓯᒪᔪᑦ ᓄᓇᒋᔭᐅᖏᓐᓇᕐᓂᐊᓕᖅᑐᓂ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐱᕈᖅᐸᓪᓕᐊᑐᐃᓐᓇᓕᖅᑐᑎᑦ 
ᓄᓇᓕᐸᐅᔭᕐᒥ ᓄᓇᓕᒋᔭᖓ. ᒥᐊᓕᒐᕐᒥᒃ ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔭᖅᑎᖏᑦ ᓄᓇᖃᕆᐊᖃᓚᐅᖅᓯᒪᔪᑦ ᓇᔪᕐᓗᑎᑦ 
ᖃᖓᑕᓲᒃᑯᕕᖏᓐᓂ, ᒫᓐᓇᐅᓕᖅᑐᖅ ᖃᐅᔨᒪᓕᖅᑕᕗᑦ ᐅᓪᓗᒥ ᐃᖃᓗᐃᑦ ᕿᑎᐊᓂ. ᐃᓄᐃᑦ ᑕᒫᓂᕐᒥᐅᑕᐃᑦ 
ᓂᐊᖁᙴᒥᐅᑕᐅᓕᓚᐅᖅᓯᒪᓪᓗᑎᑦ.

A hive of activity. American military engineers confirmed the site of present-day Iqaluit was a viable location for an air force base. 

Crystal II airbase shown in 1946 with Astro Hill in foreground. Source: Nunavut Archives, Max Sheppard fonds, N91-003-0009, 1947

ᖃᓄᐃᓕᐅᕈᓘᔭᕐᕕᐅᔪᖅ.  ᖃᓄᐃᓕᐅᕈᓘᔭᕐᕕᒻᒪᕆᐊᓘᔪᖅ. ᒥᐊᓕᒐᕐᓂ ᐅᓇᑕᖅᑏᑦ ᐊᐅᓚᐅᑎᓕᕆᔨᖏᑦ ᓇᓗᓇᐃᖅᓯᓚᐅᖅᓯᒪᒻᒪᑕ ᐃᓂᒃᓴᖓ 
ᐅᓪᓗᒥᐅᔪᖅ ᐃᖃᓗᐃᑦ ᒪᑭᒪᔪᓐᓇᖅᑑᓗᓂ ᐃᓂᒃᓴᐅᒍᓐᓇᕐᒪᑦ ᖃᖓᑕᓲᒃᑯᕕᐅᓪᓗᓂ ᒥᕝᕕᒃ ᐅᓇᑕᖅᑎᓄᑦ. ᑯᕆᔅᑐᓪ II ᒥᕝᕕᖓ ᑕᑯᒃᓴᐅᔪᖅ 1946 
ᐃᒡᓗᐊᓗᖃᕐᕕᑉ ᓯᕗᓂᐊᓂ. ᑐᑭᓯᒋᐊᕈᑏᑦ ᐱᔭᒥᓃᑦ: ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ ᑐᖅᑯᐃᕕᖓ, ᒫᒃᔅ ᓯᐊᐳᑦ ᕙᓐᑦᔅ, N91-003-0009, 1947.
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25 years later, tiny Frobisher Bay had exploded 
from a seasonal fi shing village into a permanent 
settlement with a 1967 population of approximately 
1,600 people. 

The Government of Canada had been struggling 
for years to provide quality housing, offi ces and 
services for their employees, as well as for the 
burgeoning local population. The eastern arctic 
region was growing rapidly. There was an urgent 
need for delivery of basic government services 
such as health and education. The government 

needed a large-scale development in Frobisher 
Bay to serve as the administrative center for 
these initiatives. The hope was to transform the 
community from an outpost promising a life of 
hardship, into an attractive place to visit, work
and live. 

The location they chose for this new complex 
was Astro Hill: a popular central spot offering 
a panoramic view of the entire village. 

Coming of Age

Construction of the high-rise, Frobisher Bay (now Iqaluit), August 1969. Source: Nunavut Archives, L. Smith fonds, 

N91-028-0124, 1969.

ᓴᓇᔭᐅᓂᖓ ᐃᒡᓗᐊᓗᒃ, ᕗᕉᕕᓱᕐ ᕙᐃ (ᒫᓐᓇᐃ ᑕᐃᔭᐅᕙᓕᖅᑐᖅ ᐃᖃᓗᐃᑦ), ᐋᒡᒌᓯ 1969. ᑐᑭᓯᒋᐊᕈᑏᑦ ᐱᔭᒥᓂᖅ: ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ 
ᑐᖅᑯᐃᕕᒃ, ᓕ. ᒥᓯᑦ ᕙᓐᑦᔅ, N91-028-0124, 1969. 

25 years later, tiny Frobisher Bay had exploded from a 
seasonal fi shing village into a permanent settlement 
with a 1967 population of approximately 1,600 people.”

these initiatives. The hope was to transform the 
Bay to serve as the administrative center for 
these initiatives. The hope was to transform the 

The location they chose for this new complex 
: a popular central spot offering 

community from an outpost promising a life of 
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25 ᐊᕐᕌᒍᑦ ᐊᓂᒍᖅᓯᒪᓕᖅᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ, ᑖᓐᓇ ᒥᑭᔪᑯᓗᒃ ᕗᕉᕕᓱᕐ ᕙᐃ ᐊᒥᓱᕈᑲᓪᓚᑦᑐᒥᓂᐅᕗᖅ 
ᐃᖃᓗᒐᓱᐊᕐᕕᐅᖃᑦᑕᓚᐅᖅᓯᒪᓪᓗᓂ ᐊᕐᕌᒍᑉ ᐃᓚᖓᓂ ᓄᓇᓕᒋᔭᐅᖏᓐᓇᓕᖅᑐᓂ 1967ᓂᒃ 
ᐃᓄᖃᓕᖅᑐᓂ ᐃᒪᓐᓇᐸᓗᒃ 1,600 ᐃᓄᖃᖅᑐᓂ.

ᑲᓇᑕᒥ ᒐᕙᒪᒃᑯᑦ ᐊᒃᓱᕈᖅᓯᒪᔪᑦ ᐊᕐᕌᒎᓕᖅᑐᓄᑦ ᐱᐅᔪᓂᒃ ᐃᒡᓗᖃᖅᑎᑦᑎᓗᑎᑦ, ᐊᓪᓚᕝᕕᓂ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ 
ᐱᔨᑦᑎᕋᕈᑎᓂ ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔭᖅᑎᖏᓐᓄᑦ, ᐊᒻᒪᓗᑦᑕᐅᖅ ᐊᔪᖅᓴᕈᓐᓃᐸᓪᓕᐊᔪᓂᑦ ᓄᓇᓕᒻᒥᐅᑕᐅᔪᓂᑦ. 
ᑲᓇᑕᑉ ᐅᑭᐅᖅᑕᖅᑐᖓᑕ ᑲᓇᓐᓇᖓᓂ ᓱᑲᑦᑐᒻᒪᕆᐊᓗᓐᓂᒃ ᐃᓄᖃᓕᖅᑐᒥᓂᐅᕗᖅ. ᑐᐊᕕᕐᓇᑐᒃᑯᑦ 
ᒐᕙᒪᒃᑯᑦ ᐱᔨᑦᑎᕋᕈᑎᑐᐃᓐᓇᖏᓐᓂᒃ ᐱᑕᖃᕆᐊᖃᓕᖅᑐᓂ ᓲᕐᓗᒃ ᐋᓐᓂᐊᖅᑕᐃᓕᒪᔪᓕᕆᓂᖅ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ 
ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᓂᓕᕆᓂᖅ. ᒐᕙᒪᒃᑯᑦ ᐊᖏᔪᒥᒃ ᐱᕙᓪᓕᐊᑎᑦᑎᔭᕆᐊᖃᓕᓚᐅᖅᓯᒪᔪᑦ ᕗᕉᕕᓱᕐ ᕙᐃᒥ 
ᐊᐅᓚᑦᑎᕕᐅᓂᐊᕐᓗᓂ ᑕᒪᒃᑯᓄᖓ ᐱᓕᕆᐊᕐᓄᑦ. ᓂᕆᐅᒋᔭᐅᓚᐅᖅᑐᖅ ᓄᓇᓕᐅᔪᖅ ᓄᓇᓕᕋᓛᖑᓚᐅᕐᓗᓂ 
ᐊᒃᓱᕈᕐᓇᑐᒃᑰᖃᑦᑕᕐᕕᐅᓪᓗᓂ, ᐱᐅᔪᒻᒪᕆᐅᓕᖅᑎᑕᐅᓗᓂ ᓂᐅᕐᕈᕕᐅᒍᓐᓇᕋᔭᕐᒪᑦ, ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔭᕐᕕᐅᓗᓂ 
ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᓄᓇᒋᔭᐅᓗᓂ.

ᐃᓂᖓ ᓂᕈᐊᖅᑕᒥᓂᖅ ᑖᔅᓱᒪᑉ ᐃᒡᓗᐊᓗᑉ ᐃᒡᓗᐊᓗᖃᕐᕕᒃ : ᐅᐸᑦᑕᐅᒃᑲᔪᑦᑐᖅ ᑐᑦᑕᕐᕕᒃ ᓇᒧᓕᒫᑦᑎᐊᖅ 
ᑕᑯᕕᒃᓴᐅᓪᓗᓂ ᑕᒪᐃᓐᓂᓕᒫᖅ ᓄᓇᓕᐅᔪᒥ.

ᐱᕚᓪᓕᓕᕐᓂᖓ

ᐃᓄᖃᓕᖅᑐᓂ ᐃᒪᓐᓇᐸᓗᒃ 1,600 ᐃᓄᖃᖅᑐᓂ.

ᑲᓇᑕᒥ ᒐᕙᒪᒃᑯᑦ ᐊᒃᓱᕈᖅᓯᒪᔪᑦ ᐊᕐᕌᒎᓕᖅᑐᓄᑦ ᐱᐅᔪᓂᒃ ᐃᒡᓗᖃᖅᑎᑦᑎᓗᑎᑦ, ᐊᓪᓚᕝᕕᓂ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ 
ᐱᔨᑦᑎᕋᕈᑎᓂ ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔭᖅᑎᖏᓐᓄᑦ, ᐊᒻᒪᓗᑦᑕᐅᖅ ᐊᔪᖅᓴᕈᓐᓃᐸᓪᓕᐊᔪᓂᑦ ᓄᓇᓕᒻᒥᐅᑕᐅᔪᓂᑦ. 
ᑲᓇᑕᑉ ᐅᑭᐅᖅᑕᖅᑐᖓᑕ ᑲᓇᓐᓇᖓᓂ ᓱᑲᑦᑐᒻᒪᕆᐊᓗᓐᓂᒃ ᐃᓄᖃᓕᖅᑐᒥᓂᐅᕗᖅ. ᑐᐊᕕᕐᓇᑐᒃᑯᑦ 
ᒐᕙᒪᒃᑯᑦ ᐱᔨᑦᑎᕋᕈᑎᑐᐃᓐᓇᖏᓐᓂᒃ ᐱᑕᖃᕆᐊᖃᓕᖅᑐᓂ ᓲᕐᓗᒃ ᐋᓐᓂᐊᖅᑕᐃᓕᒪᔪᓕᕆᓂᖅ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ 
ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᓂᓕᕆᓂᖅ. ᒐᕙᒪᒃᑯᑦ ᐊᖏᔪᒥᒃ ᐱᕙᓪᓕᐊᑎᑦᑎᔭᕆᐊᖃᓕᓚᐅᖅᓯᒪᔪᑦ ᕗᕉᕕᓱᕐ ᕙᐃᒥ 
ᐊᐅᓚᑦᑎᕕᐅᓂᐊᕐᓗᓂ ᑕᒪᒃᑯᓄᖓ ᐱᓕᕆᐊᕐᓄᑦ. ᓂᕆᐅᒋᔭᐅᓚᐅᖅᑐᖅ ᓄᓇᓕᐅᔪᖅ ᓄᓇᓕᕋᓛᖑᓚᐅᕐᓗᓂ 
ᐊᒃᓱᕈᕐᓇᑐᒃᑰᖃᑦᑕᕐᕕᐅᓪᓗᓂ, ᐱᐅᔪᒻᒪᕆᐅᓕᖅᑎᑕᐅᓗᓂ ᓂᐅᕐᕈᕕᐅᒍᓐᓇᕋᔭᕐᒪᑦ, ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔭᕐᕕᐅᓗᓂ 

ᐃᓂᖓ ᓂᕈᐊᖅᑕᒥᓂᖅ ᑖᔅᓱᒪᑉ ᐃᒡᓗᐊᓗᑉ 
ᑕᑯᕕᒃᓴᐅᓪᓗᓂ ᑕᒪᐃᓐᓂᓕᒫᖅ ᓄᓇᓕᐅᔪᒥ.

25 ᐊᕐᕌᒍᑦ ᐊᓂᒍᖅᓯᒪᓕᖅᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ, ᑖᓐᓇ ᒥᑭᔪᑯᓗᒃ ᕗᕉᕕᓱᕐ ᕙᐃ ᐊᒥᓱᕈᑲᓪᓚᑦᑐᒥᓂᐅᕗᖅ 
ᐃᖃᓗᒐᓱᐊᕐᕕᐅᖃᑦᑕᓚᐅᖅᓯᒪᓪᓗᓂ ᐊᕐᕌᒍᑉ ᐃᓚᖓᓂ ᓄᓇᓕᒋᔭᐅᖏᓐᓇᓕᖅᑐᓂ 1967ᓂᒃ 
25 ᐊᕐᕌᒍᑦ ᐊᓂᒍᖅᓯᒪᓕᖅᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ, ᑖᓐᓇ ᒥᑭᔪᑯᓗᒃ ᕗᕉᕕᓱᕐ ᕙᐃ ᐊᒥᓱᕈᑲᓪᓚᑦᑐᒥᓂᐅᕗᖅ 
ᐃᖃᓗᒐᓱᐊᕐᕕᐅᖃᑦᑕᓚᐅᖅᓯᒪᓪᓗᓂ ᐊᕐᕌᒍᑉ ᐃᓚᖓᓂ ᓄᓇᓕᒋᔭᐅᖏᓐᓇᓕᖅᑐᓂ 1967ᓂᒃ 
ᐃᓄᖃᓕᖅᑐᓂ ᐃᒪᓐᓇᐸᓗᒃ 1,600 ᐃᓄᖃᖅᑐᓂ.

ᑲᓇᑕᒥ ᒐᕙᒪᒃᑯᑦ ᐊᒃᓱᕈᖅᓯᒪᔪᑦ ᐊᕐᕌᒎᓕᖅᑐᓄᑦ ᐱᐅᔪᓂᒃ ᐃᒡᓗᖃᖅᑎᑦᑎᓗᑎᑦ, ᐊᓪᓚᕝᕕᓂ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ 

ᒐᕙᒪᒃᑯᑦ ᐱᔨᑦᑎᕋᕈᑎᑐᐃᓐᓇᖏᓐᓂᒃ ᐱᑕᖃᕆᐊᖃᓕᖅᑐᓂ ᓲᕐᓗᒃ ᐋᓐᓂᐊᖅᑕᐃᓕᒪᔪᓕᕆᓂᖅ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ 
ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᓂᓕᕆᓂᖅ. ᒐᕙᒪᒃᑯᑦ ᐊᖏᔪᒥᒃ ᐱᕙᓪᓕᐊᑎᑦᑎᔭᕆᐊᖃᓕᓚᐅᖅᓯᒪᔪᑦ ᕗᕉᕕᓱᕐ ᕙᐃᒥ 
ᐊᐅᓚᑦᑎᕕᐅᓂᐊᕐᓗᓂ ᑕᒪᒃᑯᓄᖓ ᐱᓕᕆᐊᕐᓄᑦ. ᓂᕆᐅᒋᔭᐅᓚᐅᖅᑐᖅ ᓄᓇᓕᐅᔪᖅ ᓄᓇᓕᕋᓛᖑᓚᐅᕐᓗᓂ 

25 ᐊᕐᕌᒍᑦ ᐊᓂᒍᖅᓯᒪᓕᖅᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ, ᑖᓐᓇ ᒥᑭᔪᑯᓗᒃ ᕗᕉᕕᓱᕐ ᕙᐃ ᐊᒥᓱᕈᑲᓪᓚᑦᑐᒥᓂᐅᕗᖅ 25 ᐊᕐᕌᒍᑦ ᐊᓂᒍᖅᓯᒪᓕᖅᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ, ᑖᓐᓇ ᒥᑭᔪᑯᓗᒃ ᕗᕉᕕᓱᕐ ᕙᐃ ᐊᒥᓱᕈᑲᓪᓚᑦᑐᒥᓂᐅᕗᖅ 25 ᐊᕐᕌᒍᑦ ᐊᓂᒍᖅᓯᒪᓕᖅᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ, ᑖᓐᓇ ᒥᑭᔪᑯᓗᒃ ᕗᕉᕕᓱᕐ ᕙᐃ ᐊᒥᓱᕈᑲᓪᓚᑦᑐᒥᓂᐅᕗᖅ 
ᐃᖃᓗᒐᓱᐊᕐᕕᐅᖃᑦᑕᓚᐅᖅᓯᒪᓪᓗᓂ ᐊᕐᕌᒍᑉ ᐃᓚᖓᓂ ᓄᓇᓕᒋᔭᐅᖏᓐᓇᓕᖅᑐᓂ 1967ᓂᒃ 
ᐃᓄᖃᓕᖅᑐᓂ ᐃᒪᓐᓇᐸᓗᒃ 1,600 ᐃᓄᖃᖅᑐᓂ.

ᑲᓇᑕᒥ ᒐᕙᒪᒃᑯᑦ ᐊᒃᓱᕈᖅᓯᒪᔪᑦ ᐊᕐᕌᒎᓕᖅᑐᓄᑦ ᐱᐅᔪᓂᒃ ᐃᒡᓗᖃᖅᑎᑦᑎᓗᑎᑦ, ᐊᓪᓚᕝᕕᓂ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᑲᓇᑕᒥ ᒐᕙᒪᒃᑯᑦ ᐊᒃᓱᕈᖅᓯᒪᔪᑦ ᐊᕐᕌᒎᓕᖅᑐᓄᑦ ᐱᐅᔪᓂᒃ ᐃᒡᓗᖃᖅᑎᑦᑎᓗᑎᑦ, ᐊᓪᓚᕝᕕᓂ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ 
ᐱᔨᑦᑎᕋᕈᑎᓂ ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔭᖅᑎᖏᓐᓄᑦ, ᐊᒻᒪᓗᑦᑕᐅᖅ ᐊᔪᖅᓴᕈᓐᓃᐸᓪᓕᐊᔪᓂᑦ ᓄᓇᓕᒻᒥᐅᑕᐅᔪᓂᑦ. ᐱᔨᑦᑎᕋᕈᑎᓂ ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔭᖅᑎᖏᓐᓄᑦ, ᐊᒻᒪᓗᑦᑕᐅᖅ ᐊᔪᖅᓴᕈᓐᓃᐸᓪᓕᐊᔪᓂᑦ ᓄᓇᓕᒻᒥᐅᑕᐅᔪᓂᑦ. 
ᑲᓇᑕᑉ ᐅᑭᐅᖅᑕᖅᑐᖓᑕ ᑲᓇᓐᓇᖓᓂ ᓱᑲᑦᑐᒻᒪᕆᐊᓗᓐᓂᒃ ᐃᓄᖃᓕᖅᑐᒥᓂᐅᕗᖅ. ᑐᐊᕕᕐᓇᑐᒃᑯᑦ 

ᐊᐅᓚᑦᑎᕕᐅᓂᐊᕐᓗᓂ ᑕᒪᒃᑯᓄᖓ ᐱᓕᕆᐊᕐᓄᑦ. ᓂᕆᐅᒋᔭᐅᓚᐅᖅᑐᖅ ᓄᓇᓕᐅᔪᖅ ᓄᓇᓕᕋᓛᖑᓚᐅᕐᓗᓂ 
ᐊᒃᓱᕈᕐᓇᑐᒃᑰᖃᑦᑕᕐᕕᐅᓪᓗᓂ, ᐱᐅᔪᒻᒪᕆᐅᓕᖅᑎᑕᐅᓗᓂ ᓂᐅᕐᕈᕕᐅᒍᓐᓇᕋᔭᕐᒪᑦ, ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔭᕐᕕᐅᓗᓂ 

ᐱᔨᑦᑎᕋᕈᑎᓂ ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔭᖅᑎᖏᓐᓄᑦ, ᐊᒻᒪᓗᑦᑕᐅᖅ ᐊᔪᖅᓴᕈᓐᓃᐸᓪᓕᐊᔪᓂᑦ ᓄᓇᓕᒻᒥᐅᑕᐅᔪᓂᑦ. 
ᑲᓇᑕᑉ ᐅᑭᐅᖅᑕᖅᑐᖓᑕ ᑲᓇᓐᓇᖓᓂ ᓱᑲᑦᑐᒻᒪᕆᐊᓗᓐᓂᒃ ᐃᓄᖃᓕᖅᑐᒥᓂᐅᕗᖅ. ᑐᐊᕕᕐᓇᑐᒃᑯᑦ 
ᒐᕙᒪᒃᑯᑦ ᐱᔨᑦᑎᕋᕈᑎᑐᐃᓐᓇᖏᓐᓂᒃ ᐱᑕᖃᕆᐊᖃᓕᖅᑐᓂ ᓲᕐᓗᒃ ᐋᓐᓂᐊᖅᑕᐃᓕᒪᔪᓕᕆᓂᖅ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ 
ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᓂᓕᕆᓂᖅ. ᒐᕙᒪᒃᑯᑦ ᐊᖏᔪᒥᒃ ᐱᕙᓪᓕᐊᑎᑦᑎᔭᕆᐊᖃᓕᓚᐅᖅᓯᒪᔪᑦ ᕗᕉᕕᓱᕐ ᕙᐃᒥ 
ᐊᐅᓚᑦᑎᕕᐅᓂᐊᕐᓗᓂ ᑕᒪᒃᑯᓄᖓ ᐱᓕᕆᐊᕐᓄᑦ. ᓂᕆᐅᒋᔭᐅᓚᐅᖅᑐᖅ ᓄᓇᓕᐅᔪᖅ ᓄᓇᓕᕋᓛᖑᓚᐅᕐᓗᓂ 
ᐊᒃᓱᕈᕐᓇᑐᒃᑰᖃᑦᑕᕐᕕᐅᓪᓗᓂ, ᐱᐅᔪᒻᒪᕆᐅᓕᖅᑎᑕᐅᓗᓂ ᓂᐅᕐᕈᕕᐅᒍᓐᓇᕋᔭᕐᒪᑦ, ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔭᕐᕕᐅᓗᓂ 
ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᓄᓇᒋᔭᐅᓗᓂ.

ᐊᐅᓚᑦᑎᕕᐅᓂᐊᕐᓗᓂ ᑕᒪᒃᑯᓄᖓ ᐱᓕᕆᐊᕐᓄᑦ. ᓂᕆᐅᒋᔭᐅᓚᐅᖅᑐᖅ ᓄᓇᓕᐅᔪᖅ ᓄᓇᓕᕋᓛᖑᓚᐅᕐᓗᓂ 
ᐊᒃᓱᕈᕐᓇᑐᒃᑰᖃᑦᑕᕐᕕᐅᓪᓗᓂ, ᐱᐅᔪᒻᒪᕆᐅᓕᖅᑎᑕᐅᓗᓂ ᓂᐅᕐᕈᕕᐅᒍᓐᓇᕋᔭᕐᒪᑦ, ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔭᕐᕕᐅᓗᓂ 
ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᓄᓇᒋᔭᐅᓗᓂ.

ᐃᓂᖓ ᓂᕈᐊᖅᑕᒥᓂᖅ ᑖᔅᓱᒪᑉ ᐃᒡᓗᐊᓗᑉ 
ᑕᑯᕕᒃᓴᐅᓪᓗᓂ ᑕᒪᐃᓐᓂᓕᒫᖅ ᓄᓇᓕᐅᔪᒥ.



Once again, Astro Hill was about to assume a 
central role in supporting big visions, extraordinary 
challenges, innovation and collaboration in the 
Arctic. It would soon transform the fl edgling 
settlement and help bring extraordinary people 
together from many walks of life. 

The Government of Canada needed a private sector 
partner to design, fi nance and build a massive new 
complex in Frobisher Bay. The site was to include 
a hotel, residential suites, offi ces, entertainment, 
and shopping – while also accommodating several 
institutional uses. No private sector commercial 
development of this scale and complexity had ever 
been attempted in Canada’s arctic before (and 
hasn’t since). 

Several companies from across Canada competed 
for the risky opportunity. An enterprising group of 
construction industry entrepreneurs from Edmonton 
came out on top. 

Thus, in 1969, a new era for Astro Hill began with 
the construction of Astro Hill Centre and Astro 
Hill Landing. The vision was colossal by arctic 
standards: ultimately expanding to include a hotel, 
RCMP headquarters, government offi ces, a bowling 
alley, a movie theater, a public swimming pool, 
warehousing, a new Hudson’s Bay Company store, 
several apartment buildings and row houses. With a 
total construction cost of over $200 million (in 2019 
dollars), obtaining fi nancing turned out to be just one 
of the many challenges the new builders faced.

Astro Hill Takes Shape

On the money. An insightful article appeared in The Financial Post in 1969 capturing the 

entrepreneurial spirit of the day. It illustrates the challenges the Astro Hill Complex faced.

Putting money into the vision
F I NA NCI A L POST EDI TOR I A L - -  JA N UA RY 4 ,  1969

For far too long most private industry 
when it dealt with Ottawa in the construc-
tion of buildings in the far north insisted on
following a rigid rule: If you build in the 
Arctic, make sure your costs are guaranteed. 

Note, however, how times are changing. 
A consortium of enterprising Edmonton 

companies recently won the contract to 
build an $11-million housing and civic centre 
complex at Frobisher Bay in Canada’s east-
ern Arctic. The only guarantee Ottawa pro-
vided was that it would rent a certain por-
tion of the housing and offi ce space. Other 
than that, the private developers are on 
their own. 
This marks the fi rst time in the history of 

the region that a development of this size 
has been handled in this way. In the next 
two years the developers plan to put up a 
six-story apartment building, 70 town 
houses, a 49-bedroom hotel,  a 300-seat thea-
tre, a complete business, recreational and 
shopping complex which will include 26,000 
sq.ft. of offi ce space and 6,000 sq.ft. of com-

merical space. Even such niceties as a bowl-
ing alley, swimming pool, sauna baths, ten-
nis courts and a central park are being fi tted 
into the project.

The developers, besides risking their 
money, will be responsible for operating, 
leasing and maintaining the new complex. 
All of this is for a town of 1,600 persons, 
which at present is mainly a federal gov-
ernment administrative centre. 

Very obviously both government and pri-
vate industry share a belief in the future of 
the Arctic and a growing confi dence of their 
role in it. Frobisher will shortly become the 
vocational training centre of the eastern Arc-
tic. The Edmonton fi rms (Solar Construcion 
Co. Ltd., Lockerbie & Hole [Western] Ltd. 
and the Batoni-Humford group) are evident-
ly willing to stake their money and manage-
rial ability on the prospect that Frobisher 
will in future provide the necessary return 
on their investment. 

When this kind of money talks, northern 
visions are turning into northern realities. 
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ᓇᒻᒪᓈᑦᑎᐊᖅᑐᖅ. ᐃᓱᒪᒃᓴᖅᓯᐅᕈᑎᖃᑦᑎᐊᖅᓯᒪᔪᖅ ᑎᑎᕋᖅᑕᐅᓚᐅᖅᑐᖅ 
ᑮᓇᐅᔭᓕᕆᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐱᕙᓪᓕᐊᔪᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ 1969ᖑᑎᓪᓗᒍ 
ᑮᓇᐅᔭᓕᐅᕋᓱᐊᖅᑐᑦ ᖃᓄᐃᓕᖓᔪᒥᓂᐅᓂᖏᑦ ᑕᐃᔅᓱᒪᓂ. ᑕᑯᒃᓴᐅᑎᑦᑎᔪᖅ 
ᐊᒃᓱᕈᕈᑎᖃᕐᓂᖏᑦ ᐃᒡᓗᐊᓗᒃ ᓵᑕᐅᓯᒪᓂᖏᓐᓂᒃ.

ᑮᓇᐅᔭᓕᕆᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐱᕙᓪᓕᐊᔪᑦ ᓇᑲᑎᕆᔨᑉ 
ᑎᑎᕋᖅᓯᒪᓂᖏᑦ −− ᔮᓐᓄᐊᕆ 4, 1969

ᑮᓇᐅᔭᑦ ᐊᑐᖅᑕᐅᔪᑦ ᑕᐅᑐᙳᐊᖅᑕᐅᔪᒧᑦ 
ᐃᓅᓯᕆᔭᐅᔪᒪᓛᖅᑐᒧᑦ

  ᐊᑯᓂᐅᓗᐊᖅᑐᒻᒪᕆᒃ ᐊᒥᓲᓂᖅᓴᑦ ᓇᒻᒥᓂᖁᑎᓖᑦ 
ᐋᑐᕚᓕᕆᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ ᓴᓇᓂᐊᕐᓗᑎᑦ ᐃᒡᓗᓂᑦ 
ᐅᑭᐅᖅᑕᖅᑐᒥ, ᐅᑯᓂᖓ ᐊᓯᔾᔨᕋᒃᓴᐅᙱᑦᑐᓂᒃ 
ᒪᓕᒐᕐᓂᒃ ᐊᑐᖃᑦᑕᖁᔨᓯᒪᕗᑦ: ᐅᑭᐅᖅᑕᖅᑐᒥ ᓴᓇᒍᕕᑦ, 
ᖃᐅᔨᒪᑦᑎᐊᕆᑦ ᐊᑭᑎᑦ ᐊᑭᓪᓚᑦᑖᕆᔭᐅᓂᐊᕐᒪᑕ 
ᐅᑎᕐᕕᐅᓛᕐᓗᑎᓪᓗ.

 ᖃᐅᔨᒪᒋᐊᕆᑦ, ᑭᓯᐊᓂ, ᐅᓪᓗᒥᐅᓕᖅᑐᖅ
ᐊᓯᔾᔨᐸᓪᓕᐊᓯᒪᔪᒻᒪᕆᐅᓕᕐᒪᑕ ᐊᑐᖅᑕᐅᕙᑦᑐᑦ. 

  ᐃᐊᑦᒪᓐᑕᓐᒥ ᑲᒻᐸᓂᐅᔪᑦ ᑳᑐᓐᕌᒃᑦᑖᕋᑖᓚᐅᖅᑐᑦ 
ᓴᓇᓗᑎᑦ $11−ᒥᓕᐊᓐᕌᖅᑐᓂᑦ ᐃᒡᓗᒃᓴᓂᒃ 
ᐃᒡᓗᓕᐅᕐᓗᑎᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐃᓄᑐᐃᓐᓇᕐᓄᒃ 
ᐅᐸᒃᑕᐅᕝᕕᐅᒍᓐᓇᕋᔭᖅᑐᓂᒃ ᕗᕉᕕᓱᕐ ᕙᐃ 
ᑲᓇᑕᒥ ᐅᑭᐅᖅᑕᖅᑐᑉ ᑲᓇᓐᓇᖓᓂ. ᐋᑐᕚ 
ᐊᑐᖅᑐᐊᕐᓂᐊᕐᓂᕋᓪᓚᑦᑖᑐᐃᓐᓇᖅᓯᒪᕗᑦ ᐃᓚᖓᓂᒃ 
ᐃᒡᓘᔪᓂᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐊᓪᓚᕝᕕᒃᓴᒥᒃ. ᐊᓯᖏᓪᓕ, 
ᓇᒻᒥᓂᖁᑎᓕᐅᖅᑏᑦ ᐃᒻᒥᓂᒃ ᑲᒪᒋᔭᕆᐊᖃᖅᑐᑎᑦ 
ᑲᔪᓯᑦᑎᐊᑎᑦᑎᓇᓱᓪᓗᑎᑦ.

  ᑕᒪᓐᓇ ᓯᕗᓪᓕᖅᐹᑦᑎᐊᕆᕚ ᐊᑐᖅᑕᐅᓚᐅᖅᓯᒪᙱᑦᑐᖅ 
ᑕᒫᓂ ᐊᕕᑦᑐᖅᓯᒪᔪᒥ ᑕᐃᒪᓐᓇᑎᒋᐊᓗᒃ ᐊᖏᑎᒋᔪᒥᒃ 
ᐱᕙᓪᓕᐊᒍᑎᒋᔭᐅᓗᓂ ᑲᒪᒋᔭᐅᓯᒪᔪᖅ ᑕᐃᒪᓐᓇ. ᒪᕐᕉᒃ 
ᐊᕐᕌᒎᓂᐊᖅᑑᓐᓂᒃ ᓴᓇᔩᑦ ᐸᕐᓇᓯᒪᕗᑦ ᓇᑉᐸᐃᓛᕐᒪᑕ 
ᐱᖓᓲᔪᖅᑐᓂᑦ ᖄᖅᑎᓕᓐᓂᒃ ᑲᑎᙵᐅᖅᑐᓂᒃ 
ᐃᒡᓗᓕᐅᕐᓗᑎᑦ, 70ᓂᒃ ᓴᓂᒧᑦ ᑲᑎᙵᐅᖅᑐᓂᒃ 
ᐃᒡᓗᓂᑦ, 49ᓂᒃ ᐃᒡᓗᕈᓯᖃᐅᖅᑐᓂᒃ ᑐᔪᕐᒥᕕᓕᐅᕐᓗᑎᑦ, 
ᐊᒻᒪᓗ 300ᓂᒃ ᐃᒃᓯᕙᐅᑕᓕᓐᓂᒃ ᑕᕐᕆᔭᕐᕕᓕᐅᕐᓗᑎᑦ, 
ᐃᒡᓘᔪᖅ ᐃᓂᖃᕐᕕᒃᓴᐅᒐᔭᖅᑐᖅ ᓇᒻᒥᓂᖁᑎᓕᓐᓄᑦ 
ᐊᑐᖅᑐᐊᖅᑕᐅᔪᖃᕈᓐᓇᕐᓗᓂ, ᐱᙳᐊᕐᕕᒃᓴᖃᕐᓗᓂ 
ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᓂᐅᕕᕐᕕᖃᐅᕐᓗᓂ ᐃᒪᓐᓇᐅᓗᑎᑦ ᐊᖏᓂᖏᑦ 
26,000 ᑭᑉᐹᕆᑦᑐᑦ ᐃᓯᒐᑦ ᐊᒥᓲᓂᖏᑕ ᐊᖏᓂᓕᒃ 
ᓇᑎᖓ ᐊᓪᓚᕕᔅᓴᐅᔪᖅ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ 6,000 ᑭᑉᐹᕆᑦᑐᑦ ᐃᓯᒐᑦ 
ᐊᒥᓲᓂᖏᑦ ᐊᖏᓂᓕᒃ ᓇᑎᖓ ᓂᐅᕕᕐᕕᔅᓴᐅᔪᓐᓇᕐᓗᑎᑦ 
ᐃᓂᒃᓴᖏᑦ. ᐱᐅᔪᒡᒍᑕᐃᓪᓗ ᓲᕐᓗᒃ ᓇᑲᑕᕐᕕᒃ, ᐳᐃᔾᔪᕋᕐᕕᒃ, 
ᐅᖅᑰᓇᖅᑐᒃᑯᕕᒃ, ᐊᓇᐅᓕᒐᕐᕖᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᑐᑦᑕᕐᕕᒃ 
ᒥᕐᖑᐃᓯᕐᕕᙳᐊᖓ ᐱᓕᕆᐊᕐᒨᖅᑕᐅᓯᒪᒐᔭᖅᑐᑎᑦ.

  ᓴᓇᔩᑦ, ᑮᓇᐅᔭᖏᓐᓂᒃ ᐊᓯᐅᔨᒍᓐᓇᒻᒪᕆᒃᑲᓗᐊᕐᓗᑎᓪᓗ, 
ᑲᒪᒋᐊᖃᕋᔭᕐᒥᔪᑦ ᐊᐅᓚᑦᑎᓗᑎᑦ, ᐊᑐᖅᑐᐊᑎᑦᑎᓗᑎᑦ 
ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐋᖅᑭᐅᒪᑎᑦᑎᓗᑎᑦ ᓄᑖᕐᒥᒃ ᐃᒡᓗᐊᓗᒻᒥᒃ. 
ᑕᒪᒃᑯᐊᓕᒫᑦ ᓴᓇᔭᐅᓂᐊᖅᑐᑦ ᓄᓇᓕᒻᒥᐅᑦ 1,600ᖑᔪᓄᑎ 
ᐃᓄᖏᑦ, ᐅᓪᓗᒥᐅᔪᖅ ᑖᓐᓇ ᓄᓇᓕᒃ ᑲᓇᑕᒥ ᒐᕙᒪᒃᑯᓐᓄᑦ 
ᐊᐅᓚᑦᑎᔨᖃᕐᕕᑐᐊᕆᔭᐅᕗᖅ.

  ᓇᓗᓇᙱᒻᒪᕆᑦᑐᖅ ᑕᒪᒃᑮᑦ ᒐᕙᒪᒃᑯᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ 
ᓇᒻᒥᓂᖁᑎᓖᑦ ᐅᑉᐱᕈᓱᑦᑐᐃᓐᓇᐅᔪᑦ ᐅᑭᐅᖅᑕᖅᑐᑉ 
ᓯᕗᓂᔅᓴᖓᓂᒃ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐅᑉᐱᕈᓱᑉᐸᓪᓕᐊᑐᐃᓐᓇᖅᑐᑎᒃ 
ᑲᒪᒋᓂᖃᕐᓂᐊᖅᑕᖓᓂᒃ. ᕗᕉᕕᓱᕐ ᓴᓇᔪᓕᕆᓂᕐᒧᑦ 
ᐱᓕᒻᒪᒃᓴᐃᕕᒃᓴᐅᓛᓕᖅᑐᖅ ᒫᓐᓇᒫᕈᓗᒃ ᐅᑭᐅᖅᑕᖅᑐᑉ 
ᑲᓇᓐᓇᖓᓂ. ᐃᐊᑦᒪᓐᑕᓐᒥ ᑲᒻᐸᓂᐅᔪᑦ (ᓲᓗᕐ 
ᓴᓇᔪᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ ᑲᒻᐸᓂᖓ ᑎᒥᐅᔪᖅ, ᓚᑯᕕ 
& ᕼᐅᓪ [ᐅᐊᓐᓇᖓ] ᑎᒥᖓ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᕙᑐᓂ−
ᕼᐊᒻᕗᑦ ᑲᑐᔾᔨᔨᖏᑦ) ᑮᓇᐅᔭᖏᓐᓂᒃ ᐊᑐᕐᓗᑎᑦ 
ᐊᓯᐅᔨᑐᐃᓐᓇᕆᐊᖃᕋᓗᐊᖅᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ ᐊᑐᕐᓂᐅᓴᔪᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ 
ᐊᐅᓚᑦᑎᒍᓐᓇᕐᓂᖏᓐᓂᒃ ᑕᑎᖃᕐᓗᑎᑦ ᕗᕉᕕᓱᕐ ᓯᕗᓂᒃᓴᒥ 
ᑮᓇᐅᔭᓂᒃ ᐊᑐᕐᓂᖏᓐᓂᒃ ᐅᑎᖅᑎᑦᑎᒍᓐᓇᓛᕐᒪᑦ 
ᖃᑭᒍᑎᒃᓴᓕᐅᕐᒥᓗᑎᓪᓗ ᓂᕆᐅᓐᓂᖃᕐᓂᖏᓐᓄᑦ.

  ᑕᐃᒪᓐᓇ ᑮᓇᐅᔭᑦ 
ᖃᓄᐃᓕᐅᕈᑎᒋᔭᐅᕈᓘᔭᕈᑎᐅᓕᖅᑎᓪᓗᒍ 
ᐅᑎᕐᕕᐅᓛᕐᓂᐊᕋᓱᒋᓂᖏᓐᓂᒃ, ᐅᑭᐅᖅᑕᖅᑐᒥ 
ᑕᐅᑐᙳᐊᖅᑕᐅᓯᒪᔪᑦ ᖃᓄᐃᓕᖓᓛᖁᔭᐅᔪᑦ 
ᐅᑭᐅᖅᑕᖅᑐᒥ ᐃᓅᓯᕆᔭᐅᕙᓪᓕᐊᓕᖅᑐᑦ.

ᑕᐃᒫᒃ ᓱᓕ, ᐃᒡᓗᐊᓗᖃᕐᕕᒃ ᑐᑦᑕᕐᕕᐅᒋᐊᓯᓕᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ 
ᐃᑲᔪᖅᑐᐃᓪᓗᓂ ᐊᖏᔪᓂᒃ ᑕᐅᑐᙳᐊᖅᑕᐅᔪᓂᒃ 
ᐊᑐᖅᑕᐅᒍᒪᒐᔭᖅᑐᓂᑦ, ᐊᒃᓱᒻᒪᕆᐊᓗᒃ ᐊᒃᓱᕈᕐᓇᖅᑑᓗᓂ, 
ᖃᓄᖅᑑᖅᑕᐅᓯᒪᓗᓂ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐱᓕᕆᖃᑎᒌᒍᑕᐅᓗᓂ 
ᐅᑭᐅᖅᑕᖅᑐᒥ. ᐋᖅᑭᓕᕋᔭᖅᑐᖅ ᐱᓕᕆᐊᖃᕐᓂᐊᕈᑎᒋᔭᐅᓗᓂ 
ᓄᓇᓕᐅᓕᕐᓗᓂ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐃᑲᔪᕐᓗᑎᑦ ᐱᓕᕆᒃᑲᒻᒪᕆᐊᓗᓐᓂᒃ 
ᐃᓄᓐᓂᒃ ᓇᑭᑐᐃᓐᓈᖅᑐᓂᑦ ᑲᑎᕝᕕᐅᒍᓐᓇᕐᓗᓂᓗ.

ᑲᓇᑕᒥ ᒐᕙᒪᒃᑯᑦ ᓇᒻᒥᓂᖁᑎᖃᐅᖅᑐᓂᑦ 
ᐱᓕᕆᖃᑎᖃᕆᐊᖃᓚᐅᖅᑐᑦ ᐋᖅᑭᒃᓱᐃᓗᑎᑦ, 
ᑮᓇᐅᔭᖃᖅᑎᑦᑎᓗᑎᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᓴᓇᓗᑎᑦ ᐊᖏᔪᐊᓗᒻᒥᒃ 
ᓄᑖᕐᒥᒃ ᐃᒡᓗᐊᓗᒻᒥᒃ ᕗᕉᕕᓱᕐ ᕙᐃᒥ. ᑕᕝᕙᓂ 
ᐃᓂᖓᓃᒃᑲᔭᖅᑐᒥᓃᑦ ᑐᔪᕐᒥᕕᒃ, ᐃᒡᓗᑦ ᑲᑎᙵᐅᖅᑐᑦ, 
ᐊᓪᓚᕝᕖᑦ, ᑭᐱᙳᐃᔭᕐᕖᑦ, ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᓂᐅᕕᕐᕖᑦ − 
ᐊᒥᓱᓂᑦ ᐱᓕᕆᕝᕕᐅᔪᓄᑦ ᐊᑐᖅᑕᐅᒍᓐᓇᕐᓗᓂᓗ. 
ᓇᒻᒥᓂᖁᑎᖃᐅᖅᑐᓂᑦ ᑮᓇᐅᔭᓕᐅᕐᕕᐅᓇᓱᐊᕐᓗᓂ 
ᐱᕙᓪᓕᐊᑎᑦᑎᔪᖃᓚᐅᖅᓯᒪᙱᑦᑐᖅ ᑕᐃᒪᓐᓇ ᐊᖏᔪᐊᓗᒻᒥᒃ 
ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐱᔭᕆᐊᑐᔪᒥᒃ ᑲᓇᑕᑉ ᐅᑭᐅᖅᑕᖅᑐᖓᓂ (ᐊᒻᒪᓗ 
ᑕᐃᒪᐃᒃᑲᓐᓂᖅᑐᖃᓚᐅᖅᓯᒪᒐᓂ).

ᐊᒥᓱᑦ ᑲᒻᐸᓂᐅᔪᑦ ᑲᓇᑕᒥ ᐱᓇᓱᐊᓚᐅᖅᑐᑦ ᑕᒪᔅᓱᒥᖓ 
ᐊᓯᐅᔨᔪᓐᓇᖅᑐᓂᑦ ᐊᒥᓱᓂᑦ ᑮᓇᐅᔭᓂᒃ ᐱᕕᖃᕈᑎᐅᔪᒥᒃ. 
ᑮᓇᐅᔭᓕᐅᕋᓱᐊᖅᑏᑦ ᑲᑐᔾᔨᔨᖏᑦ ᓴᓇᔪᓕᕆᕙᑦᑐᓂᑦ 
ᑮᓇᐅᔭᓕᐅᕋᓱᐊᖅᑏᑦ ᐃᐊᑦᒪᓐᑕᓐᒦᙶᖅᑐᑦ ᓵᓚᒃᓴᓚᐅᖅᑐᑦ.

ᑕᐃᒪᐃᑦᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ, 1969ᖑᑎᓪᓗᒍ, ᓄᑖᖅ 
ᐱᕙᓪᓕᐊᒍᑎᒋᔭᐅᓕᓚᐅᖅᑐᖅ ᐃᒡᓗᐊᓗᖃᕐᕕᒻᒥ 
ᓴᓇᔭᐅᓕᖅᑐᓂ ᐃᒡᓗᐊᓗᒃ ᑐᑦᑕᕐᕕᖓ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐃᒡᓗᐊᓗᑉ 
ᐊᓪᓕᖓᓃᑦᑐᖅ. ᑕᐅᑐᙳᐊᖅᑕᐅᓚᐅᕐᒪᑦ ᐊᖏᔪᐊᓗᒃ 
ᐅᑭᐅᖅᑕᖅᑐᑉ ᐊᑐᓚᐅᖅᓯᒪᙱᑕᖏᑦ: ᐱᖃᓯᐅᔾᔭᐅᓕᖅᑐᓂ 
ᑐᔪᕐᒥᕕᒃ, ᐳᑭᖅᑕᓕᒃᑯᑦ ᐊᖓᔪᖅᑳᖃᕐᕕᖓ, ᒐᕙᒪᒃᑯᑦ 
ᐊᓪᓚᕝᕕᖏᑦ, ᐊᖅᓴᒧᑦ ᐅᕐᕈᑎᑦᑎᒐᓱᐊᕐᕕᒃ, ᑕᕐᕆᔭᕐᕕᒃ, 
ᐳᐃᔾᔪᕋᕐᕕᒃ, ᓯᕐᓗᐊᖅ, ᓄᑖᖅ ᕼᐊᑦᓴᓐᔅ ᕙᐃ ᑲᒻᐸᓂ 
ᓂᐅᕕᕐᕕᒃ, ᐊᒥᓱᑦ ᐃᒡᓗᐃᑦ ᑲᑎᙵᐅᖅᑐᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ 
ᑐᑭᓗᐊᖅᑐᒦᑦᑐᑦ ᐃᒡᓗᑦ ᑲᑎᙵᐅᖅᑐᑦ. ᑕᒪᐃᓐᓂ 
ᓴᓇᔭᐅᔾᔪᑎᖏᑦ ᐊᑭᖃᓚᐅᖅᑐᑦ $200 ᒥᓕᐊᓐ 
(2019 ᑮᓇᐅᔭᖏᑦ ᒪᓕᑦᑐᒋᑦ), ᑮᓇᐅᔭᖅᑖᕋᓱᐊᕐᓗᓂ 
ᐃᓚᒋᓚᐅᖅᑕᖓ ᐊᒃᓱᕈᕈᑎᐅᔪᓄᑦ ᐊᒥᓱᓄᑦ ᓄᑖᑦ ᑖᒃᑯᐊ 
ᓴᓇᔨᐅᔪᑦ ᓵᑕᐅᓯᒪᔭᒥᓂᖏᑦ.

ᐃᒡᓗᐊᓗᖃᕐᕕᒃ 
ᐋᖅᑭᐅᒪᓂᖃᓕᖅᑯᖅ
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Over the next 30 years, Astro Hill would have a 
significant impact on the life of almost everyone 
residing in Frobisher Bay. The permanent population 
tripled from 1,600 in 1967 to over 5,000 in 1999. 
In 1987, Frobisher Bay officially became known 
by its traditional Inuktitut name, Iqaluit. In 1995, 
Iqaluit was selected by eastern arctic residents, to 
become the Capital of the soon to be new territory 
of Nunavut. Nunavut was established on April 1, 
1999.  Throughout this period, Astro Hill played a 
key role in keeping Iqaluit at the forefront as the key 
government administrative hub in the eastern Arctic.  

It is hard to overstate the positive economic impact 
of Astro Hill in the 50 years since 1969.  Estimates 
suggest that over 3,000 people have worked in its 
residential, commercial or hospitality operations. 
Approximately 750 of these were first time jobs, 
launching many careers. Dozens of local businesses 
were created by former employees who got their 
start on Astro Hill. The Frobisher Inn is estimated 
to have welcomed over 200,000 guests and rented 
over 600,000 room nights. Presidents, Chancellors, 
Queens, Princes, Prime Ministers and numerous 
other dignitaries have all been hosted on Astro Hill.  

A Community Hub. A New Capital.
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ᓄᓇᓕᒻᒥᐅᑕᓄᑦ ᑐᑦᑕᕐᕕᒃ. ᓄᑖᖅ 
ᓄᓇᓕᐸᐅᔭᖅ.

ᐅᖓᑖᓄᑦ 30 ᐊᕐᕌᒎᓕᖅᑐᓂᑦ ᐊᓂᒍᖅᑐᓂᑦ, ᐃᒡᓗᐊᓗᖃᕐᕕᒃ ᐊᑦᑐᐃᓂᖃᖅᑐᒻᒪᕆᐅᓯᒪᓕᖅᑐᖅ 
ᐃᓅᓯᖏᓐᓂᒃ ᑭᒃᑯᓕᒫᐸᓗᓐᓂᒃ ᕗᕉᕕᓱᕐ ᕙᐃᒥᐅᑕᓄᑦ. ᓄᓇᓕᒻᒥᐅᑕᐅᔪᑦ ᐃᓄᐃᑦ ᐊᒥᓲᓂᖏᑦ 
ᐱᖓᓱᐊᖅᑎᒃᑲᓐᓂᒻᒪᕆᒃ ᐊᒥᓱᕈᖅᓯᒪᓕᖅᑐᑦ 1,600ᖑᓚᐅᖅᑐᓂᑦ 1967ᖑᑎᓪᓗᒍ ᐅᖓᑖᓃᓕᖅᑐᑎᑦ 
ᐃᓄᖏᑦ 5,000 1999ᒥ. 1987ᖑᑎᓪᓗᒍ, ᕗᕉᕕᓱᕐ ᕙᐃ ᖃᐅᔨᒪᔭᐅᓕᓚᐅᖅᑐᖅ ᐃᓄᒃᑎᑐᑦ 
ᐊᑎᑐᖃᖓ ᐊᑐᖅᑕᐅᓕᖅᑐᓂ, ᐃᖃᓗᐃᑦ. 1995ᖑᑎᓪᓗᒍ, ᐃᖃᓗᐃᑦ ᓂᕈᐊᖅᑕᐅᓚᐅᖅᓯᒪᔪᖅ 
ᐅᑭᐅᖅᑕᖅᑐᑉ ᑲᓇᓐᓇᖓᓂᕐᒥᐅᑕᓄᑦ, ᓄᓇᓕᐸᐅᔭᕆᔭᐅᓂᐊᓕᕐᓗᓂ ᓄᓇᕗᑖᓛᓕᖅᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ. ᓄᓇᕗᑦ 
ᐋᖅᑭᑦᑕᐅᓚᐅᖅᓯᒪᔪᖅ ᐄᐳᕈᓪ 1, 1999ᖑᑎᓪᓗᒍ. ᑕᒫᓂ, ᐃᒡᓗᐊᓗᖃᕐᕕᒃ ᐊᑐᖅᑕᐅᓗᐊᓚᐅᖅᑐᖅ 
ᐃᖃᓗᐃᑦ ᐊᑐᖅᑕᐅᑦᓯᐊᖅᑐᓂ ᒐᕙᒪᒃᑯᓐᓄᑦ ᐊᐅᓚᑦᑎᕕᐅᓗᓂ ᐅᑭᐅᖅᑕᖅᑐᑉ ᑲᓇᓐᓇᖓᓂ.

ᐅᖃᓗᐊᕋᑦᓴᐅᙱᑦᑐᖅ ᐱᐅᔪᒥᒃ ᐱᕙᓪᓕᐊᓂᒃᑯᑦ ᐊᑦᑐᐃᓂᖃᖅᓯᒪᓂᖓ ᐃᒡᓗᐊᓗᖃᕐᕕᒃ 50 
ᐊᕐᕌᒎᓕᖅᑐᓂᑦ 1969ᒥᓂᑦ. ᓇᓚᐅᑦᑖᖅᑕᐅᓯᒪᔪᑦ ᓇᓗᓇᐃᕈᑎᖃᖅᐳᑦ ᐅᖓᑖᓃᑦᑐᑦ 3,000 ᐃᓄᐃᑦ 
ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔭᖅᓯᒪᓕᖅᑐᑦ ᐃᒡᓗᖃᕐᕕᒻᒥ, ᑮᓇᐅᔭᓕᐅᕋᓱᐊᕐᕕᒻᒥ ᐅᕝᕙᓘᓐᓃᑦ ᑐᙵᓱᐊᑐᑎᑦᑎᓂᕐᒧᑦ 
ᐊᐅᓚᓂᖏᓐᓂᑦ. ᐃᒪᓐᓇᐸᓗᒃ 750 ᓯᕗᓪᓕᖅᐹᒥ ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔮᕆᔭᐅᓂᑰᕗᑦ, ᐊᒥᓱᓂᑦ 
ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔮᕆᔭᐅᔪᓂᑦ ᐱᒋᐊᖅᑎᑦᑎᒍᑕᐅᓯᒪᓪᓗᓂ. ᖁᓖᑦ ᐅᖓᑖᓃᑦᑐᑦ ᓄᓇᓕᓐᓂ ᓇᒻᒥᓂᖁᑎᓖᑦ 
ᐋᖅᑭᑦᑕᐅᓯᒪᕗᑦ ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔭᖅᑎᐅᕙᓚᐅᖅᓯᒪᔪᑦ ᐱᒋᐊᖅᑐᑎᑦ ᐃᒡᓗᐊᓗᖃᕐᕕᒻᒥ. ᕗᕉᕕᓱᕐ ᐃᓐ 
ᑐᔪᕐᒥᕕᒃ ᓇᓚᐅᑦᑖᖅᓯᒪᕗᑦ ᐅᖓᑖᓃᑦᑐᓂᑦ 200,000 ᐃᓄᓐᓄᑦ ᑐᔪᕐᒥᕕᐅᖃᑦᑕᖅᓯᒪᒻᒪᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ 
ᐊᑐᖅᑐᐊᕐᕕᐅᓯᒪᓪᓗᑎᑦ 600,000ᕌᖅᑎᖅ ᐃᒡᓗᕈᕈᓰᑦ ᐅᓐᓄᖏᓐᓂ. ᐊᖓᔪᖅᑳᒡᒍᑏᑦ, ᒐᕙᒪᒃᑯᓐᓄᑦ 
ᐊᖓᔪᖅᑳᑦ, ᑯᐃᙳᔪᑦ, ᑭᖕᕈᓛᖅᑐᑦ, ᓄᓇᓕᕐᔪᐊᑉ ᓯᕗᓕᖅᑎᕐᔪᐊᖏᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐊᓯᖏᑦ ᐊᒥᓱᑦ ᐱᒻᒪᕆᐅᔪᑦ 
ᐃᓄᐃᑦ ᑐᔪᕐᒥᓯᒪᔪᑦ ᐃᒡᓗᐊᓗᖃᕐᕕᑉ ᑐᔪᕐᒥᕕᖓᓂ.
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Astro Hill began a new chapter in 1999 when 
Edmonton-based entrepreneur, Doug Cox, acquired 
the property to create Nunastar Properties Inc. 
His goal was to reimagine and reinvent Astro Hill: 
making it Iqaluit’s best place to live and work, stay 
and play. 

An ambitious redevelopment program was 
undertaken to expand and modernize the Frobisher 
Inn. Two fl oors were added on top of the existing 
hotel structure, nearly doubling the capacity 
from 49 to 95 rooms. A new main entrance was 
constructed. 

At the same time, improvements were introduced 
to enhance the hospitality and entertainment 
offering. The Gallery Fine Dining and Kitchen 
were redesigned. The entire mall was gutted and 

rebuilt. Both the Caribrew Café and the QuickStop 
convenience store were added as new amenities. 
All of Astro Hill’s residential units were renovated 
as part of the modernization.

Four years later, in 2004, approvals were granted 
to build the Storehouse Bar & Grill and the original 
Frobisher Inn Conference Centre. In 2007, the 
Astro Hill Landing buildings were upgraded with 
new exteriors. 

In 2013, Astro Hill Landing continued to expand with 
the development of three new residential buildings 
adding 70 units. 2017 saw the new regional 
headquarters for CBC completed, the acquisition 
of the old CBC building at Astro Hill Centre and the 
new Frobisher Inn Conference Center completed in 
the space formerly occupied by the swimming pool. 

A New Direction. A New Dynamic.

Onward and upwards: 30 years after its original construction commenced, two more fl oors 

and a new entrance are added to the Frobisher Inn in 1999. 

ᕗᒧᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᖁᒻᒧᓪᓗ: 30 ᐊᕐᕌᒍᑦ ᑭᖑᓂᐊᒍᑦ ᓴᓇᔭᐅᒋᐊᙵᓕᓚᐅᖅᓯᒪᒻᒪᓂᑦ, ᒪᕐᕈᒃᑲᓐᓃᑦ ᓇᑎᖏᑦ ᓴᓇᔭᐅᓚᐅᖅᓯᒪᔪᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ 
ᓄᑖᖅ ᐃᓯᕐᕕᖓ ᐃᓚᔭᐅᓪᓗᓂ ᕗᕉᕕᓱᕐ ᐃᓐ ᑐᔪᕐᒥᕕᒻᒥ 1999ᖑᑎᓪᓗᒍ.

In 2013, Astro Hill Landing continued to expand with the 
development of three new residential buildings adding 70 units.”



Astro Hill  |  A Vantage Point to History   17

ᐃᒡᓗᐊᓗᖃᕐᕕᒃ ᐱᒋᐊᓚᐅᖅᓯᒪᔪᖅ ᓄᑖᕐᒥᒃ ᐊᑐᓕᖅᑐᓂ 
1999ᖑᑎᓪᓗᒍ ᐃᐊᑦᒪᓐᑕᓐᒥᐅᑕᖅ ᑮᓇᐅᔭᓕᐅᕋᓱᐊᖅᑎ, 
ᑕᒡ ᑳᒃᔅ, ᐱᖁᑎᑖᕐᒪᑦ ᐋᖅᑮᓂᐊᓕᖅᑐᓂ ᓄᓇᔅᑖ 
ᐱᖁᑎᓕᕆᔨᐅᔪᑦ ᑎᒥᖓ. ᐱᓇᓱᐊᒐᖃᓚᐅᖅᑐᖅ 
ᑕᐅᑐᙳᐊᖅᑕᐅᒃᑲᓐᓂᕐᓗᓂ ᐊᑐᖅᑕᐅᒍᒪᓂᖏᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ 
ᐋᖅᑭᒋᐊᕆᓗᓂ ᐊᓯᖏᓐᓂᑦ ᐃᒡᓗᐊᓗᖃᕐᕕᒻᒥ: ᐃᖃᓗᓐᓂ 
ᐱᐅᓛᕐᒥ ᐃᓅᓯᖃᕐᕕᐅᓕᕐᓗᓂ, ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔭᕐᕕᐅᓗᓂᓗ, 
ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᓇᔪᖅᑕᐅᓗᓂ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐱᙳᐊᕐᕕᐅᑦᑎᐊᕈᓐᓇᕐᓗᓂ.

ᐱᓇᓱᐊᒐᖃᕈᓐᓇᕋᓱᒋᒻᒪᕆᒃᑐᓂ ᓴᓇᔭᐅᑦᑎᐊᕐᓂᖓ 
ᐱᓕᕆᐊᖅ ᑲᒪᒋᔭᐅᓕᓚᐅᖅᑐᖅ ᐊᖏᓪᓕᒋᐊᖅᑕᐅᖁᓪᓗᒋᑦ 
ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐅᓪᓗᒥᒨᖓᓂᖅᓴᐅᓕᕐᓗᓂ ᕗᕉᕕᓱᕐ ᐃᓐ 
ᑐᔪᕐᒥᕕᖓ. ᒪᕐᕉᓐᓂᒃ ᖄᖅᑎᓕᖅᑕᐅᓚᐅᖅᑐᖅ ᖁᓛᓂ 
ᑐᔪᕐᒥᕕᑉ ᐋᖅᑭᓱᖅᓯᒪᓂᖓᓂᒃ, ᒪᕐᕈᐊᖅᑎᒃᑲᓐᓂᒻᒪᕆᒃ 
ᐃᒡᓗᕈᓯᑖᓕᕐᓗᓂ 49ᖑᓚᐅᕋᓗᐊᖅᑐᑎᑦ 
59ᕈᖅᑐᒥᓂᐅᓪᓗᑎᑦ ᐃᒡᓗᕈᓯᖏᑦ. ᓄᑖᖅ ᐃᓯᕐᕕᖓ 
ᓴᓇᔭᐅᓪᓗᓂ.

ᑕᐃᑲᓂᔅᓴᐃᓐᓇᕐᓗ, ᐱᐅᓯᕚᓪᓕᖅᑕᐅᒋᐊᓯᓚᐅᖅᑐᑦ 
ᐱᐅᓯᑎᑕᐅᖁᓪᓗᒍ ᑐᙵᓇᕈᓐᓇᕐᓂᖏᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ 
ᑭᐱᙳᐃᔭᐃᕕᐅᔪᒥᒃ. ᓂᕆᕕᖓ ᑰᖃᕐᕕᖓᓗ 
ᓴᓇᔭᐅᒋᐊᑦᑎᐊᖅᑐᑎᑦ. ᑕᒪᐃᓐᓂ ᓂᐅᕕᕐᕕᖃᕐᕕᐅᔪᖅ 

ᐲᔭᖅᑕᐅᓪᓗᓂ ᓴᓇᔭᐅᑦᑎᐊᖅᑐᓂᓗ. ᑕᒪᒃᑮᒃ ᑭᐅᕆᕗᕉ 
ᑳᐱᕐᕕᒃ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᓂᐅᕕᕐᕕᕋᓛᖅ ᐃᓚᔭᐅᓚᐅᖅᑐᑦ 
ᓄᑖᖑᓪᓗᑎᑦ ᐊᑐᕋᒃᓴᐅᔫᒃ. ᑕᒪᐃᓐᓂ ᐃᒡᓗᐊᓗᖃᕐᕖᑦ 
ᐃᒡᓗᖁᑎᖏᑦ ᑲᑎᙵᐅᖅᑐᑦ ᓴᓇᔭᐅᒋᐊᑦᑎᐊᖅᑐᑎᑦ 
ᐅᓪᓗᒥᒨᖓᓂᖅᓴᐅᑦᑎᐊᕐᓂᐊᕐᒪᑕ.

ᑎᓴᒪᑦ ᐊᕐᕌᒍᑦ ᐊᓂᒍᖅᓯᒪᓕᖅᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ, 2004ᖑᑎᓪᓗᒍ, 
ᐊᖏᖅᑕᐅᓕᓚᐅᕐᒥᔪᑦ ᓴᓇᔭᐅᓗᓂ ᓯᕐᓗᐊᖅ ᐃᒥᕐᕕᒃ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ 
ᓂᕆᕕᒃ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᕗᕉᕕᓱᕐ ᐃᓐ ᑐᔪᕐᒥᕕᖓᓂ ᑲᑎᒪᕕᑐᖃᖓ. 
2007ᖑᑎᓪᓗᒍ, ᐃᒡᓗᐊᓗᖃᕐᕕᒃ ᐊᓪᓕᖓᓃᑦᑐᑦ ᐃᒡᓗᖏᑦ 
ᓄᑖᕈᕆᐊᖅᑕᐅᓕᓚᐅᖅᓯᒪᔪᑦ ᓄᑖᕐᓂᒃ ᓯᓚᑎᖃᓕᖅᑐᑎᑦ.

2013ᖑᑎᓪᓗᒍ, ᐃᒡᓗᐊᓗᖃᕐᕕᒃ 
ᐊᖏᓪᓕᒋᐊᖅᑎᑦᑏᓐᓇᐅᔭᓚᐅᖅᑐᖅ ᐱᕙᓪᓕᐊᑎᑦᑎᓪᓗᑎᑦ 
ᓄᑖᕐᒥᒃ ᐱᖓᓱᓂᑦ ᐃᒡᓗᖃᕐᕕᐅᔪᑦ ᐃᓚᔭᐅᓪᑎᓗᑦ 70ᓂᒃ 
ᐃᒡᓗᓂᑦ. 2017ᖑᑎᓪᓗᒍ ᓄᑖᕐᒥᒃ ᐊᕕᑦᑐᖅᓯᒪᔪᓂᒃ 
ᐊᖓᔪᖅᑳᖃᕐᕕᖃᓕᓚᐅᖅᑐᑦ ᓰᐲᓰ ᐱᔭᕇᖅᑕᐅᓪᓗᓂ, 
ᓂᐅᕕᖅᑕᐅᓪᓗᓂ ᓰᐲᓰ ᐃᒡᓗᖁᑎᑐᖃᒥᓂᖓ ᐃᒡᓗᐊᓗᒻᒥ 
ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᓄᑖᖅ ᕗᕉᕕᓱᕐ ᐃᓐ ᑐᔪᕐᒥᕕᖓᓂ ᑲᑎᒪᕕᒃ 
ᐱᔭᕇᖅᑕᐅᓪᓗᓂ ᐳᐃᔾᔪᕋᕐᕕᒥᓂᐅᓚᐅᖅᓯᒪᔪᒥᒃ.

ᓄᑖᖅ ᑐᑭᒧᐊᕈᑎᒋᔭᐅᓂᖓ. ᓄᑖᖅ 
ᐊᔾᔨᒌᙱᓐᓂᖃᕐᓂᖏᑦ.



18   Astro Hill  |  A Vantage Point to History

The social scene: The Storehouse Bar and Grill 

vastly improved the entertainment and social 

scene in Iqaluit. From custom made caribou antler 

chandeliers to reuse of historical materials, the 

leading-edge interior design has been hailed by 

many guests as the nicest interior space in northern 

Canada. Source: Nunastar archives.

ᐃᓅᖃᑎᖃᕆᐊᖅᑐᕐᕕᒃ: ᓯᕐᓗᐊᖅ ᐃᒥᕐᕕᒃ 
ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᓂᕆᕕᒃ ᐱᐅᓯᕚᓪᓕᖅᓯᒪᔪᒻᒪᕆᐅᕗᖅ 
ᑭᐱᙳᐃᔭᕐᕕᐅᓪᓗᓂ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ 
ᐃᓅᖃᑎᖃᕐᕕᐅᒍᓐᓇᓯᓪᓗᓂ ᐃᖃᓗᓐᓂ. 
ᓴᓇᔭᐅᓯᒪᔫᓪᓗᑎᑦ ᓇᔾᔪᖏᓐᓂᒃ ᑐᒃᑐᐃᑦ 
ᖃᐅᒻᒪᖅᑯᑎᖃᕐᕕᐅᔪᖅ ᓂᕕᖓᓪᓗᓂ 
ᐊᑐᓕᖅᑎᑦᑕᐅᓪᓗᑎᑦ ᐅᐊᑦᑎᐊᕈᕐᓂᓴᑐᖃᐃᑦ, ᐃᓗᐊᓗ 
ᐅᓪᓗᒥᓕᓴᒻᒪᕆᐅᓕᖅᑐᓂ ᐱᐅᒋᔭᒻᒪᕆᐅᓂᕋᖅᑕᐅᓯᒪᕗᖅ 
ᐊᒥᓱᓄᑦ ᑐᔪᕐᒥᔪᓄᑦ ᐱᐅᓛᖑᓂᕋᖅᑕᐅᓪᓗᓂ ᐃᒡᓘᑉ 
ᐃᓗᐊ ᑲᓇᑕᑉ ᐅᑭᐅᖅᑕᖅᑐᖓᓂ. ᑐᑭᓯᒋᐊᕈᑏᑦ ᐱᔭᐅᔪᑦ: 
ᓄᓇᔅᑖᕐ ᑐᖅᑯᖅᑕᐅᓯᒪᓂᖏᑦ..

Building 358 and 359. Competed in 2013, these 

upscale apartments added 46 units in Astro Hill. 

Source: Nunastar Archives

ᐃᒡᓘᒃ 358 ᐊᒻᒪᓗ 259. ᐱᔭᕇᖅᑕᐅᓚᐅᖅᓯᒪᔪᖅ 
2013ᖑᑎᓪᓗᒍ, ᑖᒃᑯᐊ ᐱᐅᓂᖅᓴᐅᔪᑦ ᐃᒡᓗᖏᑦ 
ᑲᑎᙵᐅᖅᑐᑦ ᐃᓚᔭᐅᓚᐅᖅᓯᒪᔪᑦ 46ᖑᔪᓂᑦ ᐃᒡᓗᓂ 
ᐃᒡᓗᐊᓗᖃᕐᕕᒻᒥ. ᑐᑭᓯᒋᐊᕈᑏᑦ ᐱᔭᐅᔪᑦ: ᓄᓇᔅᑖᕐ 
ᑐᖅᑯᖅᑕᐅᓯᒪᓂᖏᑦ.
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Nunastar Properties is committed to executing a 
long-term vision for Astro Hill: one that continues 
to support and grow prospects for the Iqaluit 
community. 

In 2018, a master-plan was developed to guide 
Astro Hill over the next 25 years. The plan ensures 
Astro Hill will continue to be a major contributor 
to the growth of a dynamic, modern community 
that improves the quality of life for residents and 
guests. The vision calls for several mixed-use 
projects that will result in more offi ce space, retail 
businesses, restaurants and up to 300 additional 
residential units. 

To initiate the master plan, Nunastar acquired the 
old RCMP building in 2018. Someday this will be 
home to the 2nd high-rise in the City of Iqaluit. In 
2019, construction will commence on a mixed-use 
building called Astro Hill Gate, located along Queen 
Elizabeth Way. A second offi ce and retail building, 
called Astro Hill Place, will be constructed as a 
redevelopment of the old CBC building. 

Astro Hill Looks Forward

In 2018, a master-plan was developed to guide Astro Hill over the 
next 25 years. The plan ensures Astro Hill will continue to be a major 
contributor to the growth of a dynamic, modern community that 
improves the quality of life for residents and guests.” 
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ᓄᓇᔅᑖᕐ ᐱᖁᑎᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ ᐱᓕᕆᐊᖃᕐᓂᐊᕐᓂᕋᖅᓯᒪᕗᑦ 
ᐊᐅᓚᑦᑎᓗᑯᑎᑦ ᐊᑯᓂᐅᔪᒧᑦ ᑕᐅᑐᙳᐊᖃᑦᑕᕋᔭᕐᒪᑕ 
ᐃᒡᓗᐊᓗᖃᕐᕕᒻᒥ: ᐃᑲᔪᖅᑐᐃᖏᓐᓇᕋᔭᖅᑐᒥᒃ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ 
ᐱᕙᓪᓕᐊᒍᑎᒋᔭᐅᔪᓐᓇᕋᔭᕐᓗᓂ ᐃᖃᓗᒻᒥᐅᑕᓄᑦ.

2018ᖑᑎᓪᓗᒍ, ᐸᕐᓇᐅᑎᖓ ᑎᑎᖅᑐᒐᐅᔭᖅᓯᒪᔪᑦ 
ᐋᖅᑭᓱᖅᑕᐅᓚᐅᖅᑐᖅ ᑐᑭᒧᐊᕈᑎᔅᓴᐅᓂᐊᕐᓗᓂ 
ᐃᒡᓗᐊᓗᖃᕐᕕᐅᔪᒥ 25 ᐊᕐᕌᒎᓂᐊᖅᑐᓂᑦ. 
ᐸᕐᓇᐅᑎᐅᔪᖅ ᖃᐅᔨᒪᓇᑦᑎᐊᑎᑦᑎᔪᖅ ᐃᒡᓗᐊᓗᖃᕐᕕᒃ 
ᐃᑲᔪᖅᑎᒻᒪᕆᐅᓂᐊᕐᒪᑦ ᐱᕈᖅᐸᓪᓕᐊᓗᑎᑦ 
ᐊᔾᔨᒌᙱᑦᑐᑦ, ᐅᓪᓗᒥᓕᓴᐅᔪᖅ ᓄᓇᓕᒃ 
ᐱᐅᓯᕚᓪᓕᑎᑦᑎᒍᑕᐅᔪᓐᓇᕐᓗᓂ ᐃᖃᓗᒻᒥᐅᑕᑦ 
ᐃᓅᓯᖏᓐᓄᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᓂᐅᕐᕈᐊᓄᑦ. ᑕᐅᑐᙳᐊᖅᑕᐅᔪᖅ 
ᐊᒥᓱᓂᑦ ᐊᔾᔨᒌᙱᑦᑐᓄᑦ ᐊᑐᖅᑕᐅᒍᓐᓇᕋᔭᕐᒪᑦ 
ᐱᓕᕆᐊᓄᑦ ᐊᓪᓚᕝᕕᒃᓴᖃᑦᑎᐊᓂᖅᓴᐅᓗᑎᑦ, 
ᓂᐅᕕᕐᕕᖃᐅᕐᓗᑎᑦ, ᓂᕆᕕᖃᐅᕐᓗᑎᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ 
300ᒃᑲᓐᓂᕐᓂᒃ ᐃᒡᓗᓕᐅᕐᓗᑎᑦ ᑲᑎᙵᐅᖅᑐᓂᑦ. 

ᐊᑐᓕᖅᑎᑕᐅᖁᓪᓗᒍ ᐸᕐᓇᐅᑎᐅᔪᖅ 
ᑎᑎᖅᑐᒐᐅᔭᖅᓯᒪᔪᖅ, ᓄᓇᔅᑖ ᓂᐅᕕᓚᐅᖅᑐᑦ 
ᐳᑭᖅᑕᓕᒃᑯᑦ ᐊᓪᓚᕝᕕᒥᓂᖓᓂᒃ 2018ᖑᑎᓪᓗᒍ. 
ᐅᓪᓗᑉ ᐃᓚᖓᓂ ᑕᒪᓐᓇ ᐃᓂᒋᔭᐅᓛᖅᑐᖅ ᐊᐃᑉᐸᖓᓂ 
ᐃᒡᓗᐊᓗᖃᕐᕕᐅᓗᓂ ᐃᖃᓗᐃᑦ ᓄᓇᓕᐸᐅᔭᖓᓂ. 
2019ᒥ, ᓴᓇᔭᐅᒋᐊᓯᓛᖅᑐᖅ ᐊᔾᔨᒌᙱᑦᑐᓄᑦ 
ᐊᑐᖅᑕᐅᖃᑦᑕᕋᔭᕐᓗᓂ ᐃᒡᓗ ᑕᐃᔭᐅᒐᖅᑐᖅ 
ᐃᒡᓗᐊᓗᖃᕐᕕᒻᒨᕆᐊᕐᒥᒃ, ᑯᐃᑉ ᐃᓕᓴᐱ ᐊᖅᑯᑎᖓᓂ. 
ᑭᖑᓪᓕᖅ ᐊᓪᓚᕝᕕᒃ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᓂᐅᕕᕐᕕᐅᔪᕐᓗ, ᑕᐃᔭᐅᔪᖅ 
ᐃᒡᓗᐊᓗᖃᕐᕕᒃ, ᓴᓇᔭᐅᒐᔭᖅᑐᖅ ᓴᓇᔭᐅᒃᑲᓐᓂᒋᐊᓯᒍᓂ 
ᓰᐲᓰᑉ ᐃᒡᓗᑐᖃᒥᓂᖓ.

ᐃᒡᓗᐊᓗᖃᕐᕕᒃ ᓯᕗᒧᑦ ᑕᐅᑐᑉᐳᖅ 
ᓂᕆᐅᓐᓂᖃᑦᓯᐊᖅᑐᓂ

2018ᖑᑎᓪᓗᒍ, ᐸᕐᓇᐅᑎᖓ ᑎᑎᖅᑐᒐᐅᔭᖅᓯᒪᔪᑦ ᐋᖅᑭᓱᖅᑕᐅᓚᐅᖅᑐᖅ 
ᑐᑭᒧᐊᕈᑎᔅᓴᐅᓂᐊᕐᓗᓂ ᐃᒡᓗᐊᓗᖃᕐᕕᐅᔪᒥ 25 ᐊᕐᕌᒎᓂᐊᖅᑐᓂᑦ. ᐸᕐᓇᐅᑎᐅᔪᖅ 
ᖃᐅᔨᒪᓇᑦᑎᐊᑎᑦᑎᔪᖅ ᐃᒡᓗᐊᓗᖃᕐᕕᒃ ᐃᑲᔪᖅᑎᒻᒪᕆᐅᓂᐊᕐᒪᑦ ᐱᕈᖅᐸᓪᓕᐊᓗᑎᑦ 
ᐊᔾᔨᒌᙱᑦᑐᑦ, ᐅᓪᓗᒥᓕᓴᐅᔪᖅ ᓄᓇᓕᒃ ᐱᐅᓯᕚᓪᓕᑎᑦᑎᒍᑕᐅᔪᓐᓇᕐᓗᓂ ᐃᖃᓗᒻᒥᐅᑕᑦ 
ᐃᓅᓯᖏᓐᓄᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᓂᐅᕐᕈᐊᓄᑦ.” 
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Building 350. In 2016, the Canadian Broadcasting 

Corporation (“CBC”) moved into Building 350 on Queen 

Elizabeth Way. The CBC has been part of the Astro Hill for 

over 30 years. Source: Nunastar Archives

ᐃᒡᓗ 350. 2016ᖑᑎᓪᓗᒍ, ᑲᓇᑕᒥ ᑕᑯᓐᓇᒐᒃᓴᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ 
ᑯᐊᐳᕇᓴᙵ (“CBC”) ᓅᓚᐅᖅᓯᒪᔪᑦ ᐃᒡᓗ 350ᒧᑦ ᑯᐃᑉ 
ᐃᓕᓴᐱ ᐊᖅᑯᑎᖓᓂ. ᑖᓐᓇ ᑲᓇᑕᒥ ᑕᑯᓐᓇᒐᒃᓴᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ 
ᑯᐊᐳᕇᓴᙵ ᐃᓚᒋᔭᐅᓯᒪᓕᖅᑐᖅ ᐃᒡᓗᐊᓗᒻᒥ 30 ᐊᕐᕌᒍᑦ 
ᐅᖓᑖᓂ. ᑐᑭᓯᒋᐊᕈᑏᑦ ᐱᔭᒥᓃ: ᓄᓇᔅᑖᕐ ᑐᖅᑯᖅᑕᐅᓯᒪᓂᖏᑦ

Building 357. 24 two-bedroom apartments completed in 

2014. Source: Nunastar Archives

ᐃᒡᓗ 357. 2014ᖑᑎᓪᓗᒍ 24ᖑᔪᑦ ᒪᕐᕉᖕᓂᒃ ᐃᒡᓗᕈᓯᓖᑦ 
ᐃᒡᓗᐃᑦ ᑲᑎᙵᔪᑦ ᐱᔭᕇᖅᑕᐅᓚᐅᖅᓯᒪᔪᑦ. ᑐᑭᓯᒋᐊᕈᑏᑦ 
ᐱᔭᒥᓃ: ᓄᓇᔅᑖᕐ ᑐᖅᑯᖅᑕᐅᓯᒪᓂᖏᑦ
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After 50 years, we look back with gratitude 
to all those people who contributed to 
Astro Hill’s incredible history: from its 
founders, to guests and customers, to 
the thousands of employees, tenants 
and partners who helped along the 
way. We look forward to the next 50 
years of innovation with excitement and 
dedication. If one thing is certain, it’s that 
Astro Hill will continue to play a positive, 
transformative role in the ever-evolving 
story of Iqaluit and Nunavut! 

The Story 
Continues

Astro Hill Gate. As the needs of the community have changed, so have 

the developments at Astro Hill. In 2019, the construction of Astro Hill 

Gate on Queen Elizabeth Way adjacent to the Creek will add another 32 

apartment suites and over 4,000 square feet of retail or offi ce space. 

The suites will have balconies for the residents and their guests to enjoy 

views of Koojesse Inlet and the adjacent open spaces. It is expected to be 

completed in 2020.

ᐃᒡᓗᐊᓗᖃᕐᕕᒻᒨᕆᐊᖅ. ᓄᓇᓕᓐᓂ ᑭᙴᒪᒋᔭᐅᔪᑦ ᐊᓯᔾᔨᖅᓯᒪᓕᕐᓂᖏᓐᓄᑦ, 
ᐱᕙᓪᓕᐊᒍᑕᐅᔪᑦ ᐊᓯᔾᔨᖅᓯᒪᓕᕆᕗᑦ ᐃᒡᓗᐊᓗᖃᕐᕕᒻᒥ. 2019ᖑᑎᓪᓗᒍ, 
ᓴᓇᔭᐅᓚᐅᖅᓯᒪᔪᖅ ᐃᒡᓗᐊᓗᖃᕐᕕᒻᒨᕆᐊᖅ ᑯᐃᑉ ᐃᓕᓴᐱ ᐊᖅᑯᖏᖓᑕ 
ᐊᑭᑦᑎᐊᖓᓂ ᑰᒐᓛᓕᒻᒧᑦ ᐃᓚᔭᐅᒐᔭᖅᑐᑦ 32ᒃᑲᓂᕐᓂᒃ ᐃᒡᓗᓂᑦ 
ᑲᑎᙵᐅᖅᑐᓂᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐅᖓᑖᓃᑦᑐᑦ 4,000 ᑭᑉᐹᕆᑦᑐᑦ ᐃᓯᒐᑦ ᐆᑦᑐᕋᐅᑎ 
ᐊᖏᓂᖏᑦ ᓇᑎᖓ ᓂᐅᕕᕐᕕᖃᐅᕐᓗᑎᑦ ᐅᕝᕙᓘᓐᓂᑦ ᐊᓪᓚᕝᕕᐅᓗᑎᑦ. 
ᑖᒃᑯᐊ ᐃᒡᓘᔪᑦ ᐹᖃᕋᔭᖅᑐᑦ ᓯᓚᒨᖓᔪᒥᒃ ᐃᒡᓗᓂᑦ ᐊᑐᖅᑐᐊᖅᑐᓄᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ 
ᐳᓛᖅᑎᖏᑦ ᑲᔾᔭᐅᓴᕈᓐᓇᕋᔭᕐᒪᑕ ᑰᔾᔪᓯᑉ ᑲᖏᖅᑐᖓᓂ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐊᑭᐊᓃᑦᑐᑦ 
ᐃᓂᔅᓴᕆᔭᐅᔪᑦ. ᓂᕆᐅᒋᔭᐅᕗᖅ ᐱᔭᕇᖅᑕᐅᓛᕆᐊᖓᓂᒃ 2020ᐅᓕᖅᐸᑦ.

Astro Hill Place. Over the past fi fty-years, Astro Hill has 

gone through several cycles of renewal. One of the latest 

projects will see North West Company establish a new 

store concept on the main fl oor of Astro Hill Place – a 

redevelopment of a space initially occupied by the related 

Hudson’s Bay Company store in 1970 and followed by the 

Canadian Broadcasting Corporation. The Astro Hill Movie 

Theatre has been a long-term tenant of the building. 

Redevelopment of the fi rst fl oor of Astro Hill Place and 

the addition of second fl oor offi ces is expected to be 

completed in 2020. 

ᐃᒡᓗᐊᓗᒃ. 50 ᐊᕐᕌᒍᑦ ᐅᖓᑖᓂᐅᓕᖅᑐᖅ, ᐃᒡᓗᐊᓗᖃᕐᕕᒃ 
ᐊᒥᓱᐊᖅᑎᖅᑐᓂ ᐊᑐᓕᖅᑭᑦᑕᐅᖃᑦᑕᕐᓂᑰᕗᖅ. ᐃᓚᖓ 
ᑭᖑᓪᓕᖅᐹᖅ ᐱᓕᕆᐊᕆᔭᐅᓚᐅᖅᑐᖅ ᓄᐊᔅ ᕕᐊᔅ 
ᑲᒻᐸᓂᖓ ᓄᑖᕐᒥᒃ ᓂᐅᕕᕐᕕᕋᓛᖅᑖᕐᓗᓂ ᐃᒡᓗᐊᓗᒻᒥ 
− ᓴᓇᔭᐅᒋᐊᕐᓗᓂ ᐃᓂᖓ ᓇᔪᖅᑕᐅᕙᓚᐅᖅᓯᒪᔪᖅ 
ᕼᐊᑦᓴᓐᔅ ᕙᐃ ᑲᒻᐸᓂᖓᑕ ᓂᐅᕕᕐᕕᖓᓂ 1970ᖏᓐᓂ 
ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᑭᖑᓂᐊᒍᑦ ᑲᓇᑕᒥ ᑕᑯᓐᓇᒐᒃᓴᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ 
ᑯᐊᐳᕇᓴᙵᓄᑦ. ᐃᒡᓗᐊᓗᖃᕐᕕᒻᒥ ᑕᕐᕆᔭᕐᕕᒃ ᐊᑯᓂᐅᔪᖅ 
ᐊᑐᖅᑐᐊᖅᑎᐅᖃᖃᑦᑕᕐᓂᑰᕗᖅ ᐃᒡᓗᒥ. ᓴᓇᒋᐊᖅᑕᐅᓗᓂ 
ᓯᕗᓪᓕᖅ ᖄᖅᑎᖓ ᐃᒡᓗᐊᓗᒻᒥ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐃᓚᔭᐅᒃᑲᓂᕐᓂᖓ 
ᑭᖑᓪᓕᕐᒥ ᖄᖅᑎᖓᑕ ᐊᓪᓚᕝᕕᖏᓐᓂ ᓂᕆᐅᒋᔭᐅᕗᖅ 
ᐱᔭᕇᖅᑕᐅᓛᕐᓂᐊᕐᓂᖓᓂᑦ 2020ᐅᓕᖅᐸᑦ. 
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50 ᐊᕐᕌᒍᑦ ᐊᓂᒍᖅᓯᒪᓕᖅᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ, ᑭᖑᒧᑦ ᐃᓱᒪᒃᓴᖅᓯᐅᖅᑐᑕ ᖁᔭᒋᔭᖃᖅᐳᒍᑦ ᑕᐃᒃᑯᐊᓕᒫᑦ ᐃᓄᐃᑦ 
ᐃᑲᔪᕐᓂᖃᓚᐅᖅᓯᒪᔪᑦ ᐃᒡᓗᐊᓗᖃᕐᕕᑉ ᖃᓄᐃᓕᐅᕈᑕᐅᖃᑦᑕᖅᓯᒪᓂᖓᓂᒃ: ᑖᒃᑯᐊ ᓲᕐᓗᒃ ᓇᓂᓯᓚᐅᖅᓯᒪᔪᑦ, 
ᐳᓛᖅᑎᖏᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᓂᐅᕕᖅᐸᑦᑐᖁᑎᖏᑦ, ᑕᐅᓴᖏᓐᓃᑦᑐᑦ ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔭᖅᑏᑦ, ᐊᑐᖅᑐᐊᖅᑐᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐱᓕᕆᖃᑎᒋᔭᐅᓲᑦ 
ᐃᑲᔪᖅᓯᒪᔪᑦ ᐱᕙᓪᓕᐊᒍᑎᖃᖅᑎᓪᓗᒍ. ᓂᕆᐅᑦᑎᐊᖅᐳᒍᑦ ᖁᕕᐊᓱᒃᑐᑕ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐱᓕᕆᐊᖃᐃᓐᓇᕐᓂᐊᕐᓗᑕ 
50 ᐊᕐᕌᒎᓂᐊᖅᑐᓂᑦ ᖃᓄᖅᑑᖅᓯᒪᔪᓂᑦ. ᓇᓗᖅᑯᑎᓇᙱᒃᑯᓂ ᐊᑕᐅᓯᖅ, ᐃᒡᓗᐊᓗᖃᕐᕕᒃ ᐱᐅᔪᒃᑯᑦ 
ᐊᑑᑎᖃᖃᑦᑕᓂᐊᕐᒥᒻᒪᑦ, ᐊᓯᔾᔩᕙᓪᓕᐊᑎᑦᑎᒍᓐᓇᕐᓗᓂ ᐱᕙᓪᓕᐊᓂᖃᐃᓐᓇᖅᑐᒥᒃ ᐃᖃᓗᓐᓂ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ!

ᐅᓂᒃᑳᖅ ᑲᔪᓯᕗᖅ

Sunset view from Astro Hill. Astro Hill Landing in the foreground. Source: Nunastar Archives

ᓯᕿᓂᖅ ᓂᐱᓕᖅᑐᖅ ᑕᐅᑐᑦᑐᒍ ᐃᒡᓗᐊᓗᖃᕐᕕᒻᒥ. ᐃᒡᓗᐊᓗᖃᕐᕕᑉ ᐊᓪᓕᖓ ᑕᑯᒃᓴᐅᕗᖅ ᓯᕗᓂᐊᒍᑦ. 
ᑐᑭᓯᒋᐊᕈᑏᑦ ᐱᔭᒥᓃ: ᓄᓇᔅᑖᕐ ᑐᖅᑯᖅᑕᐅᓯᒪᓂᖏᑦ



For living where life’s comforts 
are at your doorstep

Astro Hill Rentals

P.O. Box 4208
Iqaluit, Nunavut  X0A 0H0
P. 867.979.5558 | F. 867.979.6604 
astrohillrentals.ca

For development or commercial 
leasing opportunities

Nunastar Properties Inc.

200, 1281 – 91 Street SW
Edmonton, Alberta T6X 1H1
P. 780.452.4333 | F. 780.784.4884

For memorable stays, 
events and conferences

Frobisher Inn

Astro Hill Complex
Iqaluit, Nunavut X0A 0H0
P. 867.979.2222 
Toll Free. 877.422.9422 
reservations@frobisherinn.com
Frobisherinn.com


