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I. PURPOSE 

The Audit Committee (the “Committee”) is appointed by the Board of Directors of Mainstreet Equity Corp. 
(“the Corporation”) to assist the Board of Directors in fulfilling its oversight responsibilities. 

The Committee’s primary duties and responsibilities are to: 
 

 review and approve management’s identification of principal financial risks and monitor 
the process to manage such risks; 

 oversee and monitor the Corporation’s compliance with legal and regulatory 
requirements; 

 oversee and monitor the integrity of the Corporation’s accounting and financial reporting 
processes, financial statements and system of internal controls regarding accounting and 
financial reporting and accounting compliance; 

 oversee audits of the Corporation’s financial statements; 

 oversee and monitor the qualifications, independence and performance of the 
Corporation’s external auditors and internal auditing; 

 provide an avenue of communication among the external auditors, management, the 
internal auditing personnel, and the Board of Directors; and 

 Report to the Board of Directors regularly. 

The Committee has the authority to conduct any review or investigation appropriate to fulfilling its 
responsibilities. The Committee shall have unrestricted access to personnel and information, and any 
resources necessary to carry out its responsibility. In this regard, the Committee may direct internal audit 
personnel to particular areas of examination. 

II. AUTHORITY 

Primary responsibility for the Corporation’s financial reporting; accounting systems and internal controls is 
vested in senior management and is overseen by the Board of Directors. The Committee is a standing 
committee of the Board of Directors established to assist the Board of Directors in fulfilling its 
responsibilities in this regard. While the Committee has the responsibilities and powers set forth in this 
Charter, it is not the duty of the Committee to plan or conduct audits or to determine the Corporation’s 
financial statements are complete and accurate and are in accordance with generally accepted 
accounting principles. Management of the Corporation is responsible for preparing the Corporation’s 
financial statements and the external auditors are responsible for auditing those financial statements. 

The Committee has the authority: 

(a) to engage independent counsel and other advisors as it determines necessary to carry 
out its duties; 

(b) to set and pay the compensation for any advisors employed by the Committee; and 

(c) To communicate directly with the external auditors and with internal audit personnel. 
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III. COMPOSITION AND MEETINGS 

Composition 

The Committee shall consist of a minimum of three directors of the Corporation, as determined by the 
Board, all of whom shall be independent directors and financially literate. The duties and responsibilities 
of a member of the Committee are in addition to his or her duties and responsibilities as a director of the 
Corporation. 

A member of the Committee is “independent” if the member is independent of management and has no 
direct or indirect material relationship with the Corporation where a “material relationship” is a relationship 
which could, in the view of the Board of Directors, be reasonably expected to interfere with the exercise of 
the member’s independent judgment. The following individuals are considered to have a material 
relationship with the Corporation and shall not be members of the Committee: 

1. The following individuals are considered to have a material relationship with the Corporation and 
shall not be members of the Committee: 
a) An individual who is, or has been within the last three years, an employee or executive 

officer of the Corporation; 
b) an individual whose immediate family member is, or has been within the last three years, 

an executive officer of the Corporation; 
c) An individual who: 
 (i) Is a partner of a firm that is the Corporation’s internal or external auditor? 
 (ii) Is an employee of that firm, or 

(iii) Was within the last three years a partner or employee of that firm and personally 
worked on the Corporation’s audit within that time. 

d) An individual whose spouse, minor child or stepchild, or child or stepchild who shares a 
home with the individual: 

 (i) Is a partner of a firm that is the Corporation’s internal or external auditor? 
(ii) is an employee of that firm and participates in its audit, assurance or tax 

compliance (but not tax planning) practice, or 
(iii) was within the last three years a partner or employee of that firm and personally 

worked on the Corporation’s audit within that time; 
e) an individual who, or whose immediate family member, is or has been within the last 

three years an executive officer of an entity, if any, on which the Corporation’s current 
executive officers serve or served at that same time on the entity’s compensation 
committee; and 

f) an individual who received, or whose immediate family member who is employed as an 
executive officer of the Corporation received, more than $75,000 in direct compensation 
from the Corporation during any 12-month period within the last three years. 

 
2. Despite paragraph 1, an individual will not be considered to have a material relationship with the 

Corporation solely because: 
a) He or she had a relationship identified in paragraph 1 if that relationship ended before 

March 30, 2004; or 
b) He or she had a relationship identified in paragraph 1 by virtue of subsection (8) if that 

relationship ended before June 30, 2005. 
 

3. For the purposes of clauses (1)(c) and (1)(d), a partner does not include a fixed income partner 
whose interest in the firm that is the internal or external auditor is limited to the receipt of fixed 
amounts of compensation (including deferred compensation) for prior service with that firm if the 
compensation is not contingent in any way on continued service. 
 

4. For the purposes of clause (1)(f), direct compensation does not include: 



 

a) Remuneration for acting as a member of the board of directors or of any board committee 
of the Corporation, and 

b) The receipt of fixed amounts of compensation under a retirement plan (including deferred 
compensation) for prior service with the Corporation if the compensation is not contingent 
in any way on continued service. 

 
5. Despite paragraph 1, an individual will not be considered to have a material relationship with the 

Corporation solely because the individual or his or her immediate family member: 
a) Has previously acted as an interim chief executive officer of the Corporation, or 
b) Acts, or has previously acted, as a chair or vice-chair of the Board of Directors or of any 

board committee of the Corporation on a part-time basis. 
 

6. For the purpose of paragraphs 1 to 5, a Corporation includes a subsidiary entity of the 
Corporation and a parent of the Corporation. 

 
7. Despite any determination made under paragraphs 1 to 6, an individual who is considered to 

have a material relationship with the Corporation: 
 

a) accepts, directly or indirectly, any consulting, advisory or other compensatory fee from 
the Corporation or any subsidiary entity of the Corporation, other than as remuneration 
for acting in his or her capacity as a member of the board of directors or any board 
committee, or as a part-time chair or vice-chair of the board or any board committee; or 

b) Is an affiliated entity of the Corporation or any of its subsidiary entities? 
 

8. For the purposes of paragraph 7, the indirect acceptance by an individual of any consulting, 
advisory or other compensatory fee includes acceptance of a fee by: 
a) An individual's spouse, minor child or stepchild, or a child or stepchild who shares the 

individual's home; or 
b) an entity in which such individual is a partner, member, an officer such as a managing 

director occupying a comparable position or executive officer, or occupies a similar 
position (except limited partners, non-managing members and those occupying similar 
positions who, in each case, have no active role in providing services to the entity) and 
which provides accounting, consulting, legal, investment banking or financial advisory 
services to the Corporation or any subsidiary entity of the Corporation. 

 
9. For the purposes of paragraph 7, compensatory fees do not include the receipt of fixed amounts 

of compensation under a retirement plan (including deferred compensation) for prior service with 
the Corporation if the compensation is not contingent in any way on continued service. 

 
10. For the purposes of the above, an individual is “financially literate” if he or she has the ability to 

read and understand a set of financial statements that present a breadth and level of complexity 
of accounting issues that are generally comparable to the breadth and complexity of accounting 
issues that can reasonably be expected to be raised by the Corporation’s financial statements. 

 
Appointment of Members 

Committee members, including the Chairman of the Committee, shall be appointed at a meeting of the 
Board, effective after the election of Directors at the annual meeting of shareholders, provided that any 
member may be removed or replaced at any time by the Board and shall, in any event, cease to be a 
member of the Committee upon ceasing to be a member of the Board. 

If the Chairman of the Committee is not present at any meeting of the Committee, one of the other 
members of the Committee present at the meeting shall be chosen to preside by a majority of the 
members of the Committee present at such meeting. 

Where a vacancy occurs at any time in the membership of the Committee, it may be filled by the Board. 



 

Meetings 

The Committee shall meet at least quarterly. The Chairman of the Committee may call additional 
meetings as required. In addition, a meeting may be called by the Board Chairman, the President & Chief 
Executive Officer, or any member of the Committee or by the external auditors. 

Committee meetings may, by agreement of the Chairman of the Committee, be held in person, by video 
conference, by means of telephone or by a combination of any of the foregoing. 

The Chairman shall, in consultation with management and the external auditors, establish the agenda for 
the meetings and ensure that properly prepared meeting materials are circulated to the members with 
sufficient time for study prior to the meeting. The Committee may employ a list of prepared questions and 
considerations as a portion of its review and assessment process. 

The Committee shall have the right to determine who shall, and who shall not, be present at any time 
during a meeting of the Committee. 

Directors, who are not members of the Committee, may attend Committee meetings, on an ad hoc basis, 
upon prior consultation and approval by the Committee Chairman or by a majority of the members of the 
Committee. 

The Committee may, by specific invitation, have other resource persons in attendance. 

The President & Chief Executive Officer, the Vice President & Chief Financial Officer and the head of 
internal audit are expected to be available to attend the Committee’s meetings or portions thereof. 

Notice of Meeting 

Notice of the time and place of each Committee meeting may be given orally, in writing, by electronic 
communication, or by facsimile to each member of the Committee at least 48 hours prior to the time fixed 
for such meeting. Notice of each meeting shall also be given to the external auditors of the Corporation. 

A member and the external auditors may, in any manner, waive notice of the Committee meeting. 
Attendance of a member at a meeting shall constitute waiver of notice of the meeting except where a 
member attends a meeting for the express purpose of objecting to the transaction of any business on the 
grounds that the meeting was not lawfully called. 

Quorum 

A majority of Committee members, present in person, by video conference, by telephone, or by a 
combination thereof, shall constitute a quorum. 

Minutes 

Minutes of each Committee meeting should be succinct yet comprehensive in describing substantive 
issues discussed by the Committee. However, they should clearly identify those items of responsibilities 
scheduled by the Committee for the meeting that have been discharged by the Committee and those 
items of responsibilities that are outstanding. 

Minutes of Committee meetings shall be sent to all Committee members and to the external auditors. 

The full Board of Directors shall be kept informed of the Committee’s activities by a report following each 
Committee meeting. 



 

IV. RESPONSIBILITIES 

Annual Financial Statements 

1. Review prior to any public disclosure and formally recommend for approval to the Board the 
Corporation’s: 
a) Annual audited financial statements and the notes thereto and any related documents. 

Such review shall include discussions with management and the external auditors as to:  
(i) the accounting policies of the Corporation and the accounting principles used 

and any changes thereto, 
(ii) the effect of significant judgments, accruals and estimates, 
(iii) the manner of presentation of significant accounting items, 
(iv) the consistency of disclosure, 
(v) any major issues as to adequacy of the Corporation’s internal controls and any 

special steps adopted in light of material control deficiencies, 
(vi) the use of off-balance sheet financing including management’s risk assessment 

and adequacy of disclosure, 
(vii) the external auditors’ audit examination of the financial statements and their 

report thereon, 
(viii) any significant changes required in the external auditors’ audit plan, 
(ix) any serious difficulties or disputes with management encountered during the 

course of the audit, including any restrictions on the scope of the external 
auditors’ work or access to required information, and 

(x) other matters related to the conduct of the audit, which are to be communicated 
to the Committee under generally accepted auditing standards; 

b) Annual Management’s Discussion and Analysis; and 
c) Annual earnings press releases. 

Quarterly Financial Statements 

2. Review prior to any public disclosure and formally recommend for approval to the Board the 
Corporation’s: 
a) Quarterly unaudited financial statements and the notes thereto and any related 

documents. Such review shall include discussions with management and the external 
auditors as to any significant changes to the Corporation’s accounting policies and 
principles and any other matter as the Committee sees fit. 

b) Quarterly Management’s Discussion and Analysis; and 
c) Quarterly earnings press releases. 

Other Financial Filings and Public Documents 

3. Review and discuss with management financial information, including earnings press releases, 
the use of “pro forma” or non-GAAP financial information and earnings guidance, contained in 
any filings with the securities regulators or news releases related thereto (or provided to analysts 
or rating agencies) and consider whether the information is consistent with the information 
contained in the financial statements of the Corporation. 

4. Review and be satisfied that adequate procedures are in place for the review of the Corporation’s 
public disclosure of financial information extracted or derived from the Corporation’s financial 
statements and periodically assess the adequacy of those procedures. 



 

Internal Control Environment 

5. Ensure that management and the head of the internal audit provide to the Committee an annual 
report on the Corporation’s control environment as it pertains to the Corporation’s financial 
reporting process and controls. 

6. Review and discuss significant financial risks or exposures and assess the steps management 
has taken to monitor, control, report and mitigate such risk to the Corporation. 

7. Review significant findings prepared by the external auditors and the internal audit together with 
management’s responses. 

8. Review in consultation with the internal audit personnel and the external auditors the degree of 
coordination in the audit plans of the internal audit and the external auditors and enquire as to the 
extent the planned scope can be relied upon to detect weaknesses in internal controls, fraud, or 
other illegal acts. The Committee will assess the coordination of audit effort to assure 
completeness of coverage and the effective use of audit resources. Any significant 
recommendations made by the auditors for the strengthening of internal controls shall be 
reviewed and discussed with management. 

Other Review Items 

9. Review policies and procedures with respect to officers’ and directors’ expense accounts and 
prerequisites, including their use of corporate assets, and consider the results of any review of 
these areas by the internal audit or the external auditors. 

10. Review all related party transactions between the Corporation and any officers or directors, 
including affiliations of any officers or directors. 

11. Review legal and regulatory matters that may have a material impact on the interim or annual 
financial statements and compliance with financial continuous disclosure requirements of 
applicable laws and regulations. 

12. Review policies and practices with respect to off-balance sheet transactions and trading and 
hedging activities, and consider the results of any review of these areas by the internal audit or 
the external auditors. 

13. Review with the President & Chief Executive Officer, the Vice President & Chief Financial Officer 
of the Corporation and the external auditors: (i) all significant deficiencies and material 
weaknesses in the design or operation of the Corporation’s internal controls and procedures for 
financial reporting which could adversely affect the Corporation’s ability to record, process, 
summarize and report financial information required to be disclosed by the Corporation in the 
reports that it files under all applicable laws and regulations, and (ii) any fraud, whether or not 
material, that involves management of the Corporation or other employees who have a significant 
role in the Corporation’s internal controls and procedures for financial reporting. 

External Auditors 

14. Be directly responsible, in the Committee’s capacity as a committee of the Board and subject to 
the rights of shareholders and applicable law, for the appointment, compensation, retention and 
oversight of the work of the external auditors (including resolution of disagreements between 
management and the external auditors regarding financial reporting) for the purpose of preparing 
or issuing an audit report, or performing other audit, review or attest services for the Corporation. 
The external auditors shall report directly to the Committee. 



 

15. Meet on a regular basis with the external auditors (without management present) and have the 
external auditors be available to attend Committee meetings or portions thereof at the request of 
the Chairman of the Committee or by a majority of the members of the Committee. 

16. Review and discuss with the external auditors at least quarterly: 
a) all critical accounting policies and practices to be used; 
b) all alternative treatments within generally accepted accounting principles for policies and 

practices related to material items that have been discussed with management, including 
the ramifications of the use of such alternative disclosures and treatments, and the 
treatment preferred by the external auditors; and 

c) Other material written communications between the external auditors and management, 
such as any management letter or schedule of unadjusted differences. 

17. Review and discuss with the external auditors at least annually: 
a) the external auditors’ internal quality-control procedures; 
b) any material issues raised by the most recent internal quality-control review, or peer 

review, of the external auditors, or by any inquiry or investigation by governmental or 
professional authorities, within the preceding five years, respecting one or more 
independent audits carried out by the external auditors, and any steps taken to deal with 
those issues; and 

c) To the extent contemplated in the following paragraph, all relationships between the 
external auditors and the Corporation. 

18. Review and discuss with the external auditors all relationships that the external auditors and their 
affiliates have with the Corporation and its affiliates in order to determine the external auditors’ 
independence, including, without limitation: (i) receiving and reviewing a formal written statement 
from the external auditors delineating all relationships that may reasonably be thought to bear on 
the independence of the external auditors with respect to the Corporation and its affiliates, (ii) 
discussing with the external auditors any disclosed relationships or services that the external 
auditors believe may affect the objectivity and independence of the external auditors, and (iii) 
recommending that the Board take appropriate action in response to the external auditors’ report 
to satisfy itself of the external auditors’ independence. 

19. Review and evaluate: 
a) the performance of the external auditors and the lead partner of the external auditors’ 

team, and make a recommendation to the Board of Directors regarding the 
reappointment of the external auditors at the annual meeting of the Corporation’s 
shareholders or regarding the discharge of such external auditors; 

b) the terms of engagement of the external auditors together with their proposed fees; 
c) external audit plans and results; 
d) any other related audit engagement matters; and 
e) The engagement of the external auditors to perform non-audit services, together with the 

fees therefore, and the impact thereof, on the independence of the external auditors. 

20. Upon reviewing and discussing the information provided to the Committee in accordance with 
paragraphs 16 through 19, evaluate the external auditors’ qualifications, performance and 
independence, including whether or not the external auditors’ quality controls are adequate and 
the provision of permitted non-audit services is compatible with maintaining auditor 
independence, taking into account the opinions of management and the head of internal audit. 
The Committee shall present its conclusions with respect to the external auditors to the Board. 

21. Review and approve the hiring policies for the Corporation’s hiring of partners, employees and 
former partners and employees of the present and former external auditors. 

22. Consider and review with the external auditors, management and the head of internal audit: 
a) significant findings during the year and management’s responses and follow-up thereto; 



 

b) any difficulties encountered in the course of their audits, including any restrictions on the 
scope of their work or access to required information, and management’s response; 

c) any significant disagreements between the external auditors or internal auditors and 
management; 

d) any changes required in the planned scope of their audit plan; 
e) the resources, budget, reporting relationships, responsibilities and planned activities of 

the internal auditors; and 
f) The internal audit department mandate. 

Approval of Audit and Non-Audit Services 

23. Review and approve the provision of all permitted non-audit services (including the fees and 
terms thereof) in advance of the provision of those services by the external auditors except that 
such pre-approval is not required if: 

a) the aggregate amount of all the non-audit services that were not pre-approved is 
reasonably expected to constitute no more than 5% of the total amount of fees paid by 
the issuer and its subsidiary entities to the issuer’s external auditor during the financial 
year in which the services are provided; 

b) the issuer or the subsidiary entity of the issuer, as the case may be, did not recognize the 
services as non-audit services at the time of the engagement; and 

c) The services are promptly brought to the attention of the Committee of the issuer and 
approved, prior to the completion of the audit, by the Committee or by one or more of its 
members to whom authority to grant such approvals has been delegated by the 
Committee. 

24. Review and, where appropriate and permitted, approve the provision of all audit services 
(including the fees and terms thereof) in advance of the provision of those services by the 
external auditors. 

25. If the pre-approvals contemplated in paragraphs 26 and 27 are not obtained, approve, where 
appropriate and permitted, the provision of all audit and non-audit services promptly after the 
Committee or a member of the Committee to whom authority is delegated becomes aware of the 
provision of those services. 

26. Delegate, if the Committee deems necessary or desirable, to subcommittees consisting of one or 
more independent members of the Committee, the authority to grant the pre-approvals described 
in paragraph 23. The decision of any such subcommittee to grant pre-approval shall be presented 
to the full Committee at the first scheduled meeting following such pre-approval. 

27. The Committee may establish policies and procedures for the engagement of non-audit services 
in satisfaction of the pre-approvals described in paragraph 23, so long as such policies and 
procedures are detailed as to the particular service, the Committee is informed of each non-audit 
service and such policies and procedures do not include delegation of the Committee’s 
responsibilities to management. 

Other Matters 

28. Establish procedures for the receipt, retention and treatment of complaints received by the 
Corporation regarding accounting, internal accounting controls or auditing matters, and including 
confidential, anonymous submissions by employees of the Corporation, regarding questionable 
accounting or auditing matters. 



 

29. Meet on a periodic basis separately with management. 

30. Review and concur in the appointment, replacement, reassignment, or dismissal of the Chief 
Financial Officer. 

31. Upon a majority vote of the Committee outside resources may be engaged where and if deemed 
advisable. 

32. Report Committee actions to the Board of Directors with such recommendations, as the 
Committee may deem appropriate. 

33. Conduct or authorize investigations into any matters within the Committee’s scope of 
responsibilities. The Committee shall be empowered to retain, obtain advice or otherwise receive 
assistance from independent counsel, accountants, or others to assist it in the conduct of any 
investigation as it deems necessary and the carrying out of its duties. 

34. The Corporation shall provide for appropriate funding, as determined by the Committee in its 
capacity as a committee of the Board, for payment: (i) of compensation to the external auditors 
for the purpose of preparing or issuing an audit report or performing other audit, review or attest 
services for the Corporation, (ii) of compensation to any advisors employed by the Committee 
and (iii) of ordinary administrative expenses of the Committee that are necessary or appropriate 
in carrying out its duties. 

35. Investigate allegations of fraud, illegal acts or conflicts of interest concerning the Corporation’s 
financial information or disclosure. 

36. The Committee shall review and reassess the adequacy of this Charter annually and recommend 
any proposed changes to the Board for approval. 

37. The Committee’s performance shall be evaluated annually by the Board of Directors. 

38. Perform such other functions as required by law, the Corporation’s mandate or bylaws, or the 
Board of Directors. 

39. Consider any other matters referred to the Committee by the Board of Directors. 

 

 

 


