
88Erskine Ave.

With a life steeped in 96 years of rich experiences,  
88 Erskine Resident Gene Herrmeyer remembers  
a time when a bottle of Coke was only 5 cents and  
4 streetcar tickets were 25 cents. That was around 
the time the war broke out, and Gene was Personnel  
Manager at the Toronto Shipbuilding Company 
where she hired and supervised a staff of 500 welders,  
crane operators, tractor drivers and electrician’s  
assistants – all women.

Not long after, Gene was recruited as the first female  
Supervisor of the National YMCA’s sports, arts and  
entertainment programs for the army camps. Posted  
in Moncton, St. Thomas and Fingal, she managed 
programs for thousands of troops for the remainder 
of the war.

Once the war ended, Gene moved on to become Sales Manager for an outdoor sign company and later,  
Partner in Ontario Outdoor Advertising. In 1952, Gene became President of the Women’s Advertising 
Club; there she created strong ties to the Children’s Aid Society.

In the early sixties, Gene married Charles Herrmeyer and moved to Washington along with their young 
daughter. She returned to Toronto in 2005 after her husband’s death. Gene moved into a walk-up on 
Montgomery Avenue because she loved the neighbourhood’s vitality and convenience.

A short time later, she sustained a knee injury and could no longer handle a walk-up. Gene searched the 
neighbourhood and found 88 Erskine Avenue. She immediately sensed the team spirit amongst the staff 
and also liked the mix of residents. She saw the photos of the many events and activities and decided it was  
the place to be.

These days, Gene meets friends at Tim Horton’s every morning and enjoys frequent visits with relatives 
who live nearby. She attends the annual BBQ and also loves the 88 Erskine’s seasonal initiatives to give 
back to the community. “The mitten tree is a wonderful idea,” she says. “I collect mittens all year for it.”
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Gene happily landed at 88 Erskine. She immediately sensed the 
team spirit amongst the staff and also liked the mix of residents.
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Sharon Deonarine often came to Yonge and Eglinton  
for dinner with friends even though she lived at 
Dundas and Parliament. “There was just so much 
variety and the neighbourhood was so full of life,” 
she explained. When the time came to move, she 
knew where she wanted to live next. “We looked 
at alot of 2 bedroom apartments where either the  
bedrooms were small or the living areas were 
cramped, but the 2 bedroom we saw at 88 Erskine 
[with 2 bathrooms] was a perfect size.”

Sharon and her mom both love long walks through 
the area, often stopping to refuel at Starbucks. They 
also spend time strolling through Sherwood Park.

“We enjoy having so many restaurant choices when getting together with friends and so many movie  
theatres to choose from too, declares Sharon.

“I think it’s great that the building hosts events for its residents. I attended the holiday get-together last 
December and thought it was a lot of fun to share a glass of wine with my neighbours.”

Sharon recently learned to swim in the Erskine pool and now enjoys swimming for exercise while her 
mother, Dolly, uses the gym during the winter.

“One of the things I like most about living here is the service”, says Sharon. “In an age of voicemail and 
foreign call centres, being able to deal with a human right here in the building is such a pleasure. Having  
a management office, rental office and the Concierge makes a big difference.”
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“We like that our street is quiet, but Yonge Street is only steps 
away with everything right there.”
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I immigrated to Canada from South Africa in April 
1982, and moved into 88 Erskine Avenue, sight  
unseen. My brother was living in another Greenwin  
building near here, and he heard about this apartment.  
I grabbed it, because the vacancy rate in Toronto at 
the time was low. I’ve been here ever since.

Greenwin has upgraded and renovated this  
wonderful building over the years, and it has aged 
gracefully – it still looks like new. Everyone is helpful 
and friendly, from building management to the  
concierge and cleaners. Over the years, many things 
have been made available for the residents’  
convenience, such as a 24-hour laundry service,  
a large convenience store in the lower level, and  
indoor recycling.

There is a great gym and pool on the top floor, with spectacular views.

The location is ideal for me, too, as I don’t drive. We are close to the subway, and the Yonge Eglinton area  
has everything anyone could hope for in the way of amenities. It’s an easy stroll to stores and restaurants, 
and on nice days I can even walk to where I work at Yonge and St. Clair. My apartment faces north, and I 
have a magnificent view. In the fall, I don’t have to leave the city to see the beautiful changing leaves; I just 
go out onto my balcony. Living here is fabulous. This is home to me.
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“It’s an easy stroll to stores and restaurants, and on nice days I can even 
walk to work at Yonge and St. Clair.”
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Four years ago Lina, her husband Paul and their 
Husky Oliver decided to make the leap into buying  
their first home and left 88 Erskine to purchase a 
condo in Leaside. “We had lived at Erskine for 7 years  
and I was basically dragged kicking and screaming 
from the building,” said Lina. “My husband really 
wanted to start building equity so I reluctantly left 
our palace in the sky [penthouse].”

“You really have to do your research before you 
buy,” cautions Lina. Everyone has heard the phrase 
Condo Commandos to describe retired people 
whose days are spent chronicling and reporting  
supposed breaches of the rules. Dealing with  
neighbours who aren’t that neighbourly over the 
years is what made Lina, Paul and Oliver decide  
that condo living was not for them anymore.

Returning to live at 88 Erskine was a no-brainer. “Erskine has a wonderful family feeling,” says Lina.

Unlike the condo experience, the couple looked forward to moving back to 88 Erskine because of the 
warm welcome her dog, Oliver received too! “I am in and out of many different buildings in Toronto  
because of my career. For me, 88 Erskine is the most dog friendly building in the city.”

For Lina that’s an added bonus since she currently owns and operates ExecuPet, a dog training and dog 
walking company. Lina decided to leave the corporate world in 2007 and follow her dream of working 
with animals full time. She is certified in dog training from Animal Behaviour College. For more about  
ExecuPet, visit www.execupet.ca.

When not caring for her clients’ beloved pets, Lina enjoys hiking with Oliver through Sunnybrook trails 
and playing guitar. Her favourite neighbourhood restaurant is Lime on Eglinton Avenue East.

Currently, the penthouse is not available, so until then Lina, Paul and Oliver are delighted to be moving 
into a fully renovated deluxe 2 bedroom suite until her palace in the sky becomes available one day.

“The staff are what make the difference. Everybody here supports 
and looks out for each other.”

Cooke
Lina

Why I LOVE
Living

at 88


