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Creating Opportunities
One Home at a Time…
By Greg Dalzell, Board President
In April of this year, real-estate
firm Zillow reported that San Jose
would most likely be one of the
most expensive housing markets
in the country through 2018. And
to afford San Jose’s median house
price of over $1.1 million, or live
comfortably in a rental unit, some
estimate that a family would have to
earn more than $150,000 per year.
Even early-in-career professionals,
with knowledge-based jobs and
one or more university degrees
are struggling to afford the area,
most being forced to live with
families or friends in shared housing
accommodations. In almost any
other region in the United States,
these people have what they
need to rent, if not purchase, an
apartment or house - earnings
potential, education, and potentially
family advocates that could assist
with down payments or other
financial assistance - but perhaps
not here.

Now imagine how difficult it
would be for a renter if he or
she did not have an education,
earnings potential, family support
or other advocates, and at the
same time had to struggle to
manage the impact of a physical
or developmental disability. You
now have a context of the problem
that so many in our community
face. Although some individuals are

“…they’ve provided more than homes for their
residents – compassion, care, and an extended
family for many that have few options.”
fortunate enough to live with family
members, at some point in time
those family members may reach an
age where they will not be able to
provide the level of care they need
anymore. Fortunately, in California,
these families have a few resources
that can help.
The 1969 Lanterman Act
established an entitlement to
services for the developmentally
disabled in California. Today,
close to 300,000 people receive
these services through twentyone Regional Centers located
throughout the state (including
the San Andreas Regional Center
here in San Jose). Housing is one of
these services, delivered through

licensed third-party organizations,
and equipped with the people,
knowledge, and specialized care
necessary to meet the specific
needs of each individual.
Life Services Alternatives is one
such organization, providing
community-based accommodations
for individuals with developmental
disabilities. And in fact, they’ve
created more than homes for their
residents – compassion, care, and
an extended family for many that
have few options. With the opening
of its latest home Ramita in San
Jose, the LSA team is about to
welcome another group of people to
its extended family.
Continued on page 2
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Granting Summer Wishes
YOUR Donations at Work
During the warm, beautiful, days
of summer, LSA residents look
forward to going on day trips and
spending time out in the sunshine.
These mini-vacations are
opportunities to create beautiful
memories, meet members of the
community, make new friends,
and gain self-confidence through
new experiences.
Our residents love to go to San Francisco and see the sights, Monterey
to enjoy the aquarium, the pier, beaches and lots of sights in-between. In
the past, some residents have gone camping; some even enjoyed a trip to
Disneyland. Our residents appreciate mini-vacations as much as you do.
Taking these trips can add up quickly, however, so we are not able to take
them as often as we would like. Each outing requires one staff for every
three residents on top of transportation, admission, and food costs. With
your support, we can create more opportunities for our residents to broaden
their world and spend a day out in the sunshine.
Please consider donating to help our residents enjoy their summer!
http://bit.ly/LSASummer

Creating Opportunities, continued from page 1
The housing problem in our
community will continue. There are
no short-term or straightforward
solutions to this increasingly
complex problem. But I am thankful
that there are organizations such as
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Life Services Alternatives and the
San Andreas Regional Center that
address this problem every day providing exceptional community
living to allow its residents to live
life to its fullest.
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Magic Moments:
Women’s Luncheon

LSA held our annual Women’s Tea at John Burns Gardens this May.
Residents and family members enjoyed live music, tea and delights,
beautiful flowers, games, and more! Check out our blog for more photos
of the event at www.LSAhomes.org/blog
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Farrington Awards Grant
LSA is excited to announce it has
received a $10K grant from the
Farrington Historical Foundation
to help support the purchase
of new vehicles. From doctors’
appointments, day programs, trips
and everything in-between, our
residents are always on the go,
and these funds will help us with
our most important transportation

needs. We are so grateful for
the Farrington Foundation’s
ongoing support!

To find out how you can get involved in supporting
LSA’s mission, go to LSAhomes.org/get-involved or
contact us at info@lsahomes.org
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Rebuilding
Together

We were so grateful to be chosen as
one of the local non-profits to work
with Rebuilding Together Silicon
Valley for their 2018 rebuilding day
on April 22nd. Volunteers from
Advantest helped to complete
numerous improvements to
our Cambrian home including
gardening, replacing a water heater,
clearing rain gutters and installing
new insulation in the garage. It was
amazing what a talented group of
volunteers accomplished in a day!

WWW.LSAHOMES.ORG
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Many Thanks

to all of our Spring Donors!
Robert & Olenka Villarreal
Meghan Garetson
Greg Pettey
Stuart Moore
Diane & Chris Fairley
Sally & Brian Mickel
Mike Fodor
Todd & Holly Mickel
Francine Goodwin
Susan LeRitz & Allan Palmer
Christine Wang
Doug & Debbie Lesser
Grace Lutheran Church
Joan Underwood
Eric & Deborah Newhouse
Arlene O’Connor
Sean & Tricia Parent

Janelle Greenlee
Charlene Liao
Deborah Faryniarz
Mullissa Willette
Nion Nawbatt
Christine Case-Lo
Tina & Walter Underwood
Tracy & David Hovda
Lorri Watson
Michael Castruita
Roger & Patricia McCandless
Payden & Rygel
Anne Hare
Barbara Terry
Dave Hill
Debra Susan Miller
Heffernan Foundation

YOU help us Create Homes, Change Lives!

Make sure to follow
us on social media for
photos, events and more!
Facebook: www.Facebook.
com/LifeServicesAlternatives
Instagram: www.Instagram.
com/lsahomes/
Twitter: @LSA_HOMES
YouTube: https://www.youtube.
com/user/LSAHOMES
LinkedIn: www.linkedin.
com/company/life-servicesalternatives/
Google+: https://plus.google.
com/+LifeServicesAlternatives

If you love our work, help us
spread the word! Leave us a
review on GreatNonprofits.org.

