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To K E V I N,
With Love

Throughout Kevin’s life, Tina and Walter worked with
many professionals to help him become as independent
as possible. They also practiced numerous daily living
activities in hopes that Kevin would someday be able to
live on his own.

Facing A Dilemma

T

ina and Walter Underwood’s hopes and
dreams for their son, Kevin, were always the
same as those for his brother, Michael. He’d
have hobbies and interests he enjoys, like
horseback-riding. Also, there’d be plenty of friends and
a supportive community. Most of all, others would care
for him and love him as much as they do.

“Teeny Little Super Guy” Perseveres

Weighing only 5.3 pounds at birth, Kevin faced a
number of challenges due to a rare developmental
disability and an autoimmune disease. Over the years,
however, he developed his own unique and calm
approach to life:
“Kevin has always been our Teeny Little Super Guy,”
says Tina. “He doesn’t do something until he is
absolutely ready. With perseverance and the best
giggle ever, Kevin keeps trying until he accomplishes
what he wants.”

But along with the Underwoods’ hard work and
hopefulness, there was always an ever-present worry
about Kevin’s future: Where could he possibly live, if
not with his family? Where would it be and what would
it look like? How could they possibly afford it? Would
he have friends? Most importantly, how do we find the
right place for him?
While Kevin was finishing high school, the Underwoods
investigated living options. They visited different homes
and communities, looking for the right place for Kevin.
All the places were safe. Some were good, but none
were a fit for Kevin. “The need for housing in the Bay
Area is ever increasing and there aren’t many choices,
much less great ones,” Tina shared.

The Right Place for Kevin

The Underwoods first heard about Life Services
Alternatives at a parent group where Executive Director
Dana Hooper spoke about LSA’s commitment to open
five new residential care homes in five years for adults
with developmental disabilities. As Dana described the
supportive environment and individualized approach, it
Continues on page 3
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October marks the 10th anniversary for Executive Director,
Dana Hooper. Under his leadership, LSA has grown from a small nonprofit,
with only three homes and 30 employees, to 12 homes in Santa Clara
County with more than 180 dedicated staff.
						
One of the initial challenges Dana faced was how to quickly scale the
organization with new homes slated to open. LSA had a lean staff and many
positions that needed to be filled. “At one point,” he recalled, “we hired more
than 90 people in a single quarter.”
						
During those first few years, Dana and staff worked hard to establish LSA
as a quality provider of residential care homes with exceptional programs.
Today, the fruits of their labor are apparent with LSA’s financial stability and
successful expansion of services.
						
“When I started,” Dana shared, “LSA was in its infancy. Now we’ve
grown into an organization that has an impact and is recognized in the
community. Receiving the ‘Service Provider of the Year’ award—and
having a reputation synonymous with quality—is my proudest moment.
We make a difference in people’s lives.”

Thank you, Dana, for your dedicated service!

ManyThanks!
To the extraordinary staff
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Continued from page 1
was clear that an LSA home would be a terrific place
for Kevin.
So they scheduled a visit to LSA’s Cypress residence
and were amazed to find that it was a warm and happy
home! The staff were not only caring and supportive,
but engaging and fun. And, they help the residents only
when necessary so they gain independence. Tina and
Walter knew this was the right place for Kevin.

One of the Cypress Guys

Kevin has lived at Cypress for nearly a year and the
transition has been seamless. His housemates took
him under their wings and helped him adjust to his
new home. Kevin loves animals—especially dogs and
horses—and his favorite thing in the world is to go
horseback-riding. On his first weekend living at Cypress,
all the guys went to see Cavalia – a horse lover’s dream!
The Cypress Guys (an affectionate LSA term) all joke with
each other, sing Karaoke, work out at the gym, watch
sports together and go on camping trips. Kevin is now
just “one of the Cypress Guys.”

family constantly with his new skills, like doing his
own laundry and using FaceTime to connect with
his brother. And thanks to the exercise program
recommended by the LSA physical therapist, Kevin
now has biceps. Looking back at her family’s journey,
Tina is optimistic about the future:
“There are some kind and wonderful people in this
world – doctors, teachers, job coaches, friends.
People who did the right thing at the right time for
us. LSA is one of those wonderful places.”

Watch Kevin’s video story at
LSAhomes.org/Kevin
To arrange a home tour contact:
Carlene Schmidt, Director of Development
408.728.9627 | cschmidt@lsahomes.org
If you would like to help transform the lives of adults
with developmental disabilities like Kevin,
go to LSAhomes.org/donate and support our 12th
home opening Spring 2018. Thank You!

The Best Possible Future

Today the Underwoods are feeling relieved and
hopeful. They no longer worry. Kevin surprises his

HOME 12 UPDATE
Things are Falling
into Place!
We’re right on schedule with remodeling
and inspections at Ramita Court.
Next step: Furnishings
You can help complete the project at
LSAhomes.org/Home12 or select/
purchase home goods at our registry
MyRegistry.com/public/LSA-Wish-List
Thank You! We’re almost there!

Congrats Edwenna!
Edwenna Daniher received the

San Andreas Regional Center’s award for
Outstanding Community Service & Support
in recognition for her exceptional work
helping individuals with developmental disabilities
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