
Antica Masseria del Fano, Salve in Salento - Lecce



description

The Antica Masseria del Fano is composed of two separated buildings. The main one has a two-floor high

tower next to a building with a double-pitched roof formerly used as a farming tool shed. The secondary

building was formerly used as a stable and it is located along the perimeter of the courtyard. It is composed

of five lodges with double-pitched roofs and it is lower than the main building.

The ground floor of the main building is composed of a spacious kitchen, a living room illuminated by four

big arch windows and fitted with a big fireplace. A corridor separates the living area from the night area

where there is a guest bathroom for the living area and two double bedrooms with en-suite bathrooms. The

main bedroom has a fireplace of its own, it is roofed by a barrel vault and it is located in the most ancient

building of the masseria, the tower. The hall has a walk-in closet. On the first floor of the tower there is an

opening compartment currently used as a study and it is preceded by a spacious floor terrace.

The secondary building delimits the courtyard of the masseria on the seaward side and it is composed of a

big oven, five free standing lodges equipped with the same furniture as the main building. They are all

fitted with bathrooms, walk-in cabinets and fireplaces. The first lodge in particular, which is the nearest to

the oven, is bigger than the others because it also has a private living area.



exteriors
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plan
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square metres

MAIN BUILDING

GROUND FLOOR Gross Floor Area 321.59 sq. m.

FIRST FLOOR Gross Floor Area 48.05 sq. m.

SECONDARY BUILDING

GROUND FLOOR Gross Floor Area 252.24 sq. m.

EXTERNAL AREA

Fenced yard 1,227.46 sq. m.

Guests’ car port 60.00 sq. m.

Owner’s car port 109.48 sq. m.

LAND AREA 38,9614.00 sq. m.



oil production

Land of 39 hectares facing the Maldives of Salento

2,000 olive trees of which 250 young (30 years) and 1,750 trees

Maximum capacity: 25,000 bottles from 0,500 ml. So 12,500 Lt.

Awards won:

First Place Oro del Salento

First Place Oro di Puglia

Fifth Place Oro d’Italia

Second place Oro dei due Mari

Mention of Distinction Orciolo Golden

Recognition of Slow Food Oils best of Italy in 2014

Gold Award NYOOC (New York International olive oil comp. 2015)



historical

outline

The Antica Masseria del Fano is part of the fortified masserias built in Salento during the XVI Century as

shelters from the raids of the Turks. The structure, which is almost the same for all the masserias, has a

ground floor composed of a compartment, roofed with a barrel arch, which has a trapdoor that used to lead

to the first floor by climbing a ladder. The first floor was used as a shelter and as a food storage; some of

the masseria towers, however, had a spiral staircase usually hidden in the inner corners of the walls.

During the Middle Age, a series of historical circumstances brought about some economic developments

that changed the land-labour ratio, fostering the birth of the masserias in the area of Capo di Leuca. The

buildings were composed of a farmstead and large pieces of land that represented the dowry of the

masseria. The importance of the masseria depended on the quantity of hectares it was endowed with.

You had access to the ground floor through a door covered by an architrave and fitted with a strong

wooden frame. It was roofed with a barrel vault and it was used as a kitchen, as a living room and for the

cheese processing. In the ground floor vault there was a trapdoor that led to the first floor by climbing a

ladder. In case of danger you climbed up to the first floor through the trapdoor and you pulled up the

wooden ladder, then you closed the trapdoor to prevent enemies from coming up. From the terrace,

through machicolations and slits that were on the bleachers, it was possible to defend the building by

throwing stones. The masseria also had a large courtyard, which was surrounded by high and thick walls,

with a lot roofed with flat tiles that functioned as shelter for the flock of sheep. In the most ancient

masserias there were no stables for the cattle because the main activity was stock-rearing. The stables for

the cattle are present in masserias of a later era , when the harvesting of cereals was introduced.

The masserias are farmsteads owned by the massaro, his family and some other relatives. They were self –

sufficient entities thanks to the stock-rearing and a limited cereal production.

All the staff that lived in the masseria depended on the massaro, who was responsible for the prosperity of

all the activities. His wife dealt with the processing of cheese, the ricotta, and with the breeding of pultry.

The central unit of the “Masseria del Fano” is a defence tower built by the will of Ferrante Gonzaga in

1577. The main façade of the tower is seaward and has three embrasures held by slotted shelves on the

south, east and west sides of the tower. The shelves are decorated on the corners with small shell arches.
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