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PIGEON LAKE  
In 1873, William Cluxton bought Sandy Point, Broken Lot 6, Concession 18, and lived there until his wife 
died in 1911. He then sold the Point to son Sidney Cluxton, from whom the Kemp family acquired it in 
1913. 

The earliest privately-owned cottages in Harvey were built before World War I, on the north 
shore of Pigeon Lake within easy reach by water of the Bobcaygeon rail terminus. Janet Miller built a 
two-storey summer home around 1905, occupied nowadays by her grandson's wife, Mrs. Stewart 
McIntosh. Nearby is another fine cottage erected in 1912 by Charles Fleming and now owned by 
Emerich Kaspar.  

Prior to 1910, "Green Point", was built on the east shore of Nogies Creek Bay by the Rev. John 
Jones Lawrence, a Presbyterian minister, who often took the summer services at Knox Church in 
Bobcaygeon. His great grandson, John Lawrence, now summers at "Green Point".  

Another pre-W.W.I cottage still in the family is the O'Brien home on the west shore of Nogies 
Bay. A cottage on the Bottum Islands, near the mouth of Nogies Bay, has been occupied by members of 
the Bottum family since the early 1900s.  

On the south shore of Pigeon Lake stand two other 85-year-old cottages, the former McCamus 
summer home and the Lancaster cottage at Allen's Landing.  

Farther south on Pigeon Lake, at Sandy Point, is "Missisquoi", built in 1914 as the summer home 
of the late Sir Edward and Lady Kemp. A nine-hole golf course on the property fell into disrepair after Sir 
Edward died in 1929.  

The present owner of this estate is Dave (sic) Hammer of Sandy Point Developments.  
To the south by Blind Channel, Caroline Wrigglesworth erected a cottage in the mid-1930s which 

family members still own.  
South of Blind Channel is Jacob's Island which was once farmland, and was purchased around 

1905 by Mrs. Bates who built a large cottage and boathouse on it. Today this island is the site of Camp 
Maple Leaf for children. 

 
SIR EDWARD KEMP  
Sandy Point on Pigeon Lake was Sir Edward Kemp's choice in 1913 for "Missisquoi", his magnificent 
summer home and private nine-hole golf course. The Kemp estate, together with Oak Orchard, were the 
forerunners of other luxurious summer homes in Harvey. An imposing stone gateway and gatehouse 
reminiscent of England's great estates and a long drive led to his house with its commanding view of the 
lake.  

Sir Edward was Harvey's first titled inhabitant and among its most widely renowned. He was born 
in Clarenceville (Noyan), Missisquoi County, Canada East, in 1858, the son of a lumber merchant and 
farmer. At 16, he left home to work as a bookkeeper in a Montreal hardware store at $2.50 a week. 
From this humble beginning, he ultimately became a leading Canadian manufacturer and multi-
millionaire. In 1879, he married a Miss Wilson of Montreal and raised three daughters. 

Around 1886, they moved to Toronto and, with his brother, Edward established the Kemp 
Manufacturing Company, which produced sheet metal ware. In 1900 he turned over most of his 



business interests to his brother and entered politics, representing East Toronto for 18 years as a 
Conservative in the House of Commons. After 1902, the family lived in a newly-built house near Castle 
Frank.  

Edward joined the Borden cabinet in 1911 as Minister Without Portfolio and served as Chairman of 
the War Purchasing Commission in 1915. He succeeded Sir Sam Hughes in 1916 as Minister of Militia 
and Defence and created a sensation by not only serving at his own expense throughout the war but 
also giving $25,000 to the government! 

In 1917 Kemp was knighted and went to London as Minister of the Canadian Overseas Military 
Forces. He was in the Imperial War Cabinet until demobilization was completed in 1920. Sir Edward 
attended the Paris Peace Conference in 1919 as a Canadian representative and was appointed to the 
Senate in 1921. 

The Missisquoi guest book offers fascinating glimpses into social gatherings over the Kemp years. 
Visitors included at least two Canadian Prime Ministers; in 1917 and 1919 the Right Honourable Arthur 
Meighen and Mrs. Meighen, and in 1924 Sir Robert Borden. Among other prominent guests were the 
Reginald Pellatts of Casa Lorna, Toronto, and Dr. Smirle Lawson, Ontario's Chief Coroner. The Kemps 
entertained a constant stream of relatives and acquaintances from Canada, the United States, Britain 
and Egypt. Several guests brought their own staff. One group arrived at Missisquoi via Bobcaygeon 
during a hurricane and noted that they "landed like the Pilgrim Fathers in a tremendous sea at the 
(Kemp) boathouse". The private golf course inaugurated in 1915 was always popular together with 
boating, sailing, fishing, swimming, and just relaxing. 

The Kemp estate was later sold to Eugene Cost of Egypt. After Mr. Cost's death, Lou Cadesky 
acquired the property and several neighbouring farms. He imported Polled Hereford cattle from 
Scotland and was noted for breeding them under the direction of his foreman, Mr. Donaldson. Bowes 
and Cocks, realtors, were later owners and planned an ambitious housing development which has yet to 
materialize. 

After the death of his first wife in 1924, Edward married Virginia, widow of Norman Copping, in 
1925. They had an infant daughter but only four years of marriage before Sir Edward died suddenly on 
August 12, 1929 at his beloved summer home on the night of his 71st birthday celebrations. Lady Kemp 
lived on until 1957 and was president of the Canadian National Institute for the Blind from 1954 to 1957. 
She often sang solos at the Lakehurst Presbyterian church lawn socials and took an active role there. Sir 
Edward was a decisive man of large vision, common sense and liberal philanthropy. The Peterborough 
YMCA was among many organizations which benefitted from his financial support. S. S. No. 8 Harvey, 
near his estate enjoyed Sir Edward's gifts of sandwiches, lemonade and prizes provided for annual 
picnics. His generosity in allowing Boy Scouts and Girl Guides to hold summer camps on his grounds is 
also remembered. 

 



 
Sir Edward Kemp M.P. for East Toronto and federal cabinet member during World War 1. Knighted in 1917 while serving in England as    
Minister of Canadian Overseas Military Forces. Kemp built the grand cottage "Missisquoi" at Sandy Point on Pigeon Lake in 1913 and          

visited and entertained there frequently until his death in J929. (Courtesy National Archives of Canada P A 7878). 

 
 

 
 


