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THE LEGEND OF SANDY POINT 

Sandy Point is a small peninsula that juts out into Pigeon Lake from the east (Harvey) shore. Beautifully 
situated with a grove of ancient oak trees, this idyllic point was an obvious spot for a summer home or 
resort. In 1913, the site was purchased by Sir Edward Kemp, a Toronto industrialist and politician. Kemp 
had made a fortune in the sheet metal business in Toronto, and in 1900 entered politics. He became a 
cabinet minister in the Borden Government after 1911, eventually succeeding Sir Sam Hughes as Minister 
of Defence in 1916. So sterling was his political record during the war that he was knighted in 1917 for 
meritorious service to Canada and the war effort. Sir Edward was appointed to the Senate after the war. 

The Kemp family built a magnificent stone mansion at Sandy Point to serve as their summer home. A golf 
enthusiast, Sir Edward designed a private 9-hole golf course on the site. The estate was named Missisquoi 
after his home town in Quebec. The Kemp Family entertained many distinguished guests at Missisquoi 
over the years, including 2 prime ministers & numerous foreign dignitaries: many which brought their own 
staffs with them! The visitors were landed in Bobcaygeon & conveyed to Missisquoi by boat. 

The Kemps were very generous with the local residents. Each year they provided lunch for the local school 
children at their annual picnic. The local boy scouts were always welcome to camp on the property. In 
August 1929 Sir Edward died suddenly at Missiquoi celebrating his 71st birthday. Local legend maintains his 
ghost still haunts the majestic old stone mansion. 

The estate was later sold to Louis Cost, an Egyptian and then Lou Cadesky who dabbled extensively in 
Hereford cattle. Cadesky purchased a number of farms in the Lakehurst Oak Orchard area and became a 
famous breeder of polled Herefords: following in the footsteps of another famed farmer from the area, 
Mossom Boyd. The estate was eventually purchased by speculators who planned a housing complex 
complete with golf courses and a marina. The complex has yet to materialize, but the old stone house still 
nestles among the ancient oaks at Sandy Point. 
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