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Stillwaters  

 

Originally established in 1950 as a fly fishing club, Stillwaters now hosts 2 residences on their own exclusive 12 

acre lake and 1/3
rd

 acre pond.  Situated on 18+ acres (surrounded by 500 acres of Massachusetts Fish & Wildlife 

property) the lake is graced with 4 gorgeous wooded islands.  One island sports its own rustic putt-putt golf course 

and another has a large pressure treated tent platform ready for nights around a campfire. The lake is fed by 

Plympton Brook and several springs.  Stillwaters could not have been more aptly named.  The moment you enter the 

gates you will understand why it was so named. 

It all started in the ‘40s with a small stone dam. An group of avid fishermen were looking for a place to get away 

and fish.  Members recorded the daily weather and their catch of the day in journals which are still with the property 

today. They take you back in time to when Stillwaters was just evolving into what it is now. 

 

The original stone dam was eventually replaced with an engineered concrete core earthen dam, constructed in 1950 

by a retired Army Corps of Engineers Engineer.  This allowed the large lake to form which now covers 

approximately 12 acres and is 12’ deep by the concrete spillway.  The remainder of the lake averages about 8’ in the 

center with 4 wooded islands:  



 

 Putt-Putt Island: The Island nearest to the home has a pressure treated dock on the opposing shore. This 

beautiful wooded island has been groomed to create an 18 piece sculptural emplacement that functions as a 

delightful mini golf course. The sculptures in steel and stone are the work of Robert Cabral and are 

negotiable. An idyllic hammock stretches between two trees to create the ultimate place to read doze. 

 Long Island: Located on the far north end of the lake this long and narrow island is called Long Island.  

Just north of it is where Plympton Brook babbles into the main body of water. A dock is place at the very 

secluded far end and provides easy access to the large pressure treated wooden deck , perfect for placing 

your tent. This section of the lake is a lovely private place for camping or picnicking. This area is as 

secluded feeling as any remote lake in the Adirondacks or White Mountains. 

 Wolfe Island: This roughly 2 acre island is totally wild and un-groomed.  A large esker forms a ridge 

along one edge creating a 

natural, high and dry 

camping spot. The expanses 

of open area beneath the 

hemlock and pine canopy 

are a delight to explore. It is 

named after Dick Wolfe the 

owner of Stillwaters prior to 

the current owner. 

 Road Island: The smallest 

of the wooded islands is 

situated in a corner of the 

lake not far from Locke’s 

Village Road. Hence the 

name, Road Island.  It is 

home to many critters 

including the amazing, semi 

aquatic vole which has been 

spotted diving into the water 

from low abutments, 

seemingly just for fun! 



The lake and pond were both stocked by the 

homeowner with seed small mouth bass, 

channel catfish and bluegills about 8 years ago. 

Both bodies of water teem with fish, frogs, 

newts and myriad other creatures. A disclaimer: 

the otter are also present at Stillwaters and they 

delight in devouring many of the mature fish. It 

is a joy to watch (and hear) them munching and 

that is more than adequate consolation. 

Excellent swimming, boating, canoeing, 

kayaking and paddle boating are enjoyed on the 

roughly 1/3 mile long lake. 

Also on the property is a roughly ¼ acre pond 

which sits at the foot of the slope of the dam 

adjacent to the buildings. It is about 14’ deep at 

the far end and fed by springs. Electrical power 

outlets are provided adjacent to both lake and 

pond for pumping water to create ice skating 

surfaces, lighting, etc. It is a favorite of the 

resident otters.   

 

Stillwaters is surrounded by 550 acres of Mass 

Fish and Wildlife land. This land is further 

surrounded by many more hundreds of acres of 

lightly populated property and eventually abuts 

the Wendell State Forest. Wendell is a large 

town geographically but has a small population. 

There are miles of trails for hiking, cross 

country skiing and snowmobiling within town. 

A delightful roughly 2 mile hiking trail loop 

begins at the end of the Lake. 

 

 

 



THe Main Res idence  
The red oak post and beam house was constructed 2002 by Housewright Philip Watson of Northfield, Mass.  Mr. 

Watson owns 250 acres of forest in Northfield and has his own sawmill. The building is made entirely of local 

wood; no plywood was used in the construction. All wood used in construction of this building was from his land 

and sawmill. Instead of plywood, the walls and sub floors are all hemlock boards. Radiant heat is provided to 4 

zones. The building is insulated with 8” of cellulose and the underside of the metal roof and all walls of the attic are 

insulated with closed cell foam.  The floor of the attic above the master suite has 16” of insulation.  

 

 

 

The main entrance 

is a unique arts and 

crafts style post and 

beam porch 

featuring full length 

tree sections as the 

top beams. The 

bark is in place for 

a truly distinctive 

touch. An arched 

fieldstone walkway 

punctuates the 

cedar chip covered 

area between the 

deck and the steps 

to the lakeside. The 

home features many 

built in amenities, 

all crafted with 

local oak, cherry 

wood and select 

pine.  



The main 

gathering room 

provides a 

gorgeous view 

of the lake and 

pond. It has 

floor to ceiling 

graduated 

shelving for 

books and 

curios and a 

hand crafted 

entertainment 

center with 

doors. The 

handles on the 

doors are 

crafted of burl 

wood taken 

from one of the 

islands. A 

propane 

fireplace is 

nestled at the 

base of the 

entertainment 

center. A maple  

tree with several branches serves as the central post in this room.  This tree was taken from one of the islands and 

was debarked and then notched to fit as a post. A clever tree house platform is lashed in place with twine for cats to 

enjoy. This platform is easily removed and no holes were drilled to create it.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



The kitchen features an L shaped counter set at 38 ¼” a tad higher than standard to avoid stooping when cooking.  

The cabinets are hand crafted of local cherry and pine. A stainless steel sink overlooks the pond.  A 4 burner 

propane stove featuring a smaller simmer burner and extra large high burner and oven is installed with a built in 

cherry wood framed microwave oven above.  The powerful fan ventilates to the outdoors. The cabinets around the 

microwave are cherry wood and provide storage for accessories in shelving and on top. A second wall adjacent to 

the refrigerator provides cabinet space, shelving for a toaster and toaster oven and display area. Mugs and glasses 

are stored on unique cantilevered shelving secured to a structural post and a large drawer a just below stores all 

plates and bowls. One can stand in front of the shelves and turn to reach into the dishwasher for convenient 

unloading. The built in corner cabinet in the kitchen is wired for a TV that is connected to the central system.  

Speakers are built into the ceiling of the kitchen for both TV and stereo enjoyment.  A dishwasher and rubbish 

compactor completes the scene. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



A walk-in pantry provides 2 walls of floor to ceiling shelving for 

storage. A counter matching the kitchen’s is built above cherry 

wood and pine cabinets. A designer red set sink is built into the 

counter. Curtains open beneath one section of the counter to 

provide easy access to recycle bins.   

 

The dining area is positioned in the front of the home with 

stunning views of the lake and pond from every seat at the table.  A 

movable 6’ 6” x 18 ½ ” x 38” hand crafted cherry wood, 

wainscoted sideboard, topped with rare black Vermont marble, 

featuring white fossils of shells, runs along the dining area. This is 

a great place for hot dishes when dining and can be moved to 

increase the dining area.  

 

Also located in the kitchen and dining room is a large recessed 

garden window that provides ample light and views as well as a 

source of year round herbs. A custom crafted Lucite base with 

plate glass top covers 2/3 of the area providing two layers for 

plants. The remaining area provides views of the pond and a place 

for plants up to 5’ tall. 

 

 



 
 

 

Also located on this floor is a “library closet”.  This clever use of space allows for a large number of books to be 

easily viewed.  The closet eliminates the need for a bookcase that would use up precious wall space that is better 

used for windows to view the nature surrounding the home.  Abundant rheostat controlled lights are placed 

throughout all areas of the home. The ½ bath on the main floor features a sink featuring green Vermont marble, 

herry wood and pine custom cabinets and has a generous closet. 

 

This level of the home opens onto a large deck overlooking the lake.  A 12’ counter features a cold water sink, two 

propane burners and a gas grill. The grill and burners are connected to the house’s 500 gallon propane tank. The L 

shaped deck offers a built in Shaker style bench along the entire front of the house providing comfortable lake 

viewing and conversation.  It is only steps from the deck to the shore of the lake.  

 



The master bedroom is located on the second floor with an open floor plan that includes a sitting area with a cherry 

wood floor. Two wooden sliders fill the wall that faces the lake and open onto a balcony that features an arts and 

crafts style baluster pattern.  Open the sliders and you can enjoy cool summer breezes and the delightful sounds of 

nature including coyotes howling, beaver slapping their tails and both barred and great horned owls.  An additional 

dormer window allows views of the north end of the lake. An accent “eyebrow” window sets above eye level and 

provides light and interest to the room. Immediately beneath the window is a propane fireplace/stove set on a cherry 

wood pedestal. 

 

A built-in Queen sized bed is designed with a reclining headboard for comfortable reading in bed. On the angled 

wall/ceiling just above the bed are two recessed, rheostat controlled reading lights with easily reached knobs for 

adjustment. Television/stereo speakers are mounted into the walls on opposing sides of the bed with volume controls 

located near the controls for the bedside lighting. A ceiling fan is positioned above the bed.   

 

At the foot of the 

bed, and just 

behind a Y 

shaped post 

holding up the 

Cupola, is a built 

in bureau, the top 

of which doubles 

as an 

entertainment 

center. All of the 

outlets are 

provided for 

Satellite TV and 

access to the high 

powered FM 

antennae that 

lives atop the 

Cupola.  

 

A walk in closet 

features 3 levels 

of bars for 

hanging clothing, 

built in shelving 

and an attractive 

narrow L shaped shelf running along the walls 1’ below the ceiling. A “secret” hiding place is revealed when a 

section of the wainscoting is opened using a discrete lever.  

 

The master bath features dual sinks set into thick white Vermont marble. The cabinetry matches the cherry wood 

and pine seen throughout the residence. There is a walk-in shower and a lovely hydro spa with dual systems for 

bubbles from below and jets from the sides. This tub is set with a deck of teak taken from a ship wrecked off of 

Nantucket.  Just above the spa is an original 24” x 20” stained glass window crafted by Wendell artist Ina Peeples 

and designed by Robert Cabral featuring three dragonflies in flight. Several of the dragonflies’ wings extend into the 

room creating an eye catching effect. This window allows light to pass between the laundry/dressing area and the 

bathroom. A recessed light is situated in the laundry/dressing area shining specifically on the window. Ceiling fans 

and lighting are provided as is electric heat to boost the temperature. 

 

The sitting area is cozy and shares space with a built in desk replete with shelving and an L shaped curio shelf 

above. It is an ideal spot for the writer or for balancing the checkbook. A demi closet to the left of the desk opens to 

reveal ample shelving for storage. 

 

 



 
 

 

 

A laundry/dressing area is placed just off the master bedroom suite and features a large closet. A generous work 

surface is built in for folding laundry and a shelf is provided to hold an ironing board. A clever cedar shingled 

valence above the washer and drier has curtains to conceal the appliances. 

 

Climb up the stairs from the laundry area you will enter “The Cupola”.   An 8’ cube that sits atop the master 

bedroom suite and overlooks the 

lake and pond. At roughly 30’ 

off the ground, the view is 

expansive, silent and impressive. 

Watching a Great Blue Heron fly 

by at eye level, or ducks swirling 

in to land and slide across the 

pond, is something to treasure.  

Deer often graze on the opposite 

shore and the most picturesque 

of the islands is in full view. The 

cupola is a great place to sit 

alone or with a few close friends 

to savor nature from a unique 

and memorable angle. It is 

heated with baseboard electric 

heat and has ceiling speakers 

tied to the master bedroom 

sound system.  It also has 

adjustable recessed lighting and 



rows of valenced lighting along the floor line (also adjustable) to provide unlimited options to match the changing 

ambient light. A wonderful benefit of the cupola is the chimney effect it offers when the windows are open in the 

summer and it sucks air from all of the lower levels. The rush of air is impressive and welcome. An attic with two 

access doors on a landing in the cupola stairs provides another source of ventilation. A window in the eave is 

equipped with a thermostatically controlled, powerful fan capable of drawing hot air from the entire attic space. This 

helps to prevent the buildup of heat in warmer months. 

  

The ground floor of the residence serves as the entrance point from the driveway and parking area.  It enters into an 

open floor plan with a rugged Vermont slate floor and a custom crafted red oak “boot bench” with a seat that lifts for 

boot storage.  This area features extensive shelving and Shaker Pegs reminiscent of an early American school 

house’s cloak room.  

 

The slate entryway opens into an open floor plan bedroom 

that overlooks the pond.  A stone patio welcomes you to 

walkout to pathways that surround the area.  A full bath 

with a unique floor plan provides useful flexibility and 

privacy options when entertaining.  It has custom cabinets 

crafted of cherry wood and a Vermont marble countertop. 

A generous floor to ceiling storage cabinet is located in this 

bathroom 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Also located on this level is a convenient food and supplies 8’ x 6’ storage room.  It has room enough for a chest 

freezer and second refrigerator.  It also has the following features: 

 Electric outlets supported by the generator.  

 Custom welded 14” diameter 4’ deep iron safe is embedded into the concrete floor.  This safe provides total 

security for storing valuables in a secure dry environment. The safe is included.  

 3 tiered cherry wood wine rack 

 Floor to ceiling metal racks 

 

The boiler/mechanical room is also located on this level.  It features:  

 Buderus propane furnace with 4 zones of radiant heat  

 Command board for house wide sound and internet access  

 Large hot water storage tank-powered either by electricity or as it is currently configured, by heat 

exchanger from the hot water boiler  

 Extensive “berm” type water filtration system remove excess iron and manganese from the 350’ drilled 

well’s water supply 

 Alarm for the pump septic system  

 A super deluxe cat door leading to a sheltered area on the lower porch. The finest cat door available with 

two swinging silicone doors. Each door is two ply and hollow in the center for insulation. Magnets inside 

the bottom of the doors are positioned to snap the doors shut after the kitty passes by.  

 Relay for an 8 KW Generac Guardian generator that is wired into the electric and propane systems for 

automatic service when the power stops. A 500 gallon propane tank provides ample storage for outages. 

 Satellite infrastructure is installed for both television and Internet 

 A whole house surge protection device 

 

There are also professionally installed lightning rods on the top of the cupola and ridge of the rooftop provide 

grounding and protection from lightning strikes. 

 

All of the stonework in the yard including the patio, stone steps and curl planter was crafted by John Dresser, a 4
th

 

generation Northfield Stonemason. The stones were taken from his family’s quarry in Northfield. This quarry closed 

in 1900 but many lovely pieces remain and several pieces used here show drill and blast markings. A special 4’ 

pointed pillar piece was planted on end for an accent. The unique main staircase connecting the ground level to the 

lake front is hourglass 

in profile for easy 

access top and bottom. 

A railing is provided 

on one side and it is 

bracketed by mature 

junipers. The stone 

steps on the opposite 

side of the building 

are flanked by, on the 

one side mature lilacs 

and succulents, and on 

the other a two tiered 

kitchen herb garden. 

This stonework was 

also done by Mr. 

Dresser as was the 

demi stone wall 

leading to graduated 

stone steps down 

toward the pond. A 

faux “well” shaped 

planter terminates the 

demi wall. 



The guest house  
The Guest House was constructed in 1950 and remodeled in 2004. It has 3 bedrooms and 1 bathroom.  The living 

room has a quaint fireplace that was fully cleaned and restored during the remodel.  It now sports a new rodent proof 

cap with rubber gasket seal. The chimney has a matching green metal collar rising up from the roof to prevent any 

leakage. The fireplace is 100% functional and draws nicely. 

 

The former dining room in this home was converted to a standing office space with built in counters running along 

both walls with handsome Baltic birch plywood slider doors beneath. A designer fluorescent light is mounted on the 

ceiling.  This room could easily be converted back into residential space or kept as a comfortable work space/office 

from which to run a business. 

 

A quaint kitchen offers a stainless steel sink, 

counters, cabinets and hookup for an 

electric stove.  A large walk in pantry off of 

the kitchen offers a second source of egress, 

cabinets, countertops and a large storage 

closet with built in shelving. 

 

A valve system accepting compressed air is 

installed in an easy to access ceiling box in 

the bathroom to drain the entire house of 

water. This is handy if one does not wish to 

use this building during all or part of a 

winter. An insulated, windowed door 

separates the former kitchen area from the 



office space so the sink supply lines may be 

drained solely in the kitchen. 

 

The 2004 remodel included a new metal roof 

and blown in insulation throughout.  A 

demand propane heater provides hot water to 

this building and it is amply heated by one 

wall mounted propane heater in the living 

room. Picture windows overlook the pond and 

wildlife is a regular part of the view.  

 

 

 

Attached to the guest house is a one car garage that has 

been converted into a deluxe, insulated and heated two-

room workshop/studio.  A well sealed modern overhead 

door provides easy access for large projects. Abundant 

modern fluorescent lighting is a feature as are abundant 

grounded wall outlets. The room with the overhead door 

has a 210 outlet to provide power to large power tools 

including welders.  An 18” fireproof knee wall surrounds the room for safety and the work benches have steel 

edging for welding. Both rooms have iron piping for compressed air and a small back room provides outlets and 

space for two compressors and a vacuum system. This room also has built in storage shelves and room for steel 

shelving. The studio room features a propane wall heater that was approved by the County Plumbing Inspector.  Its 

built in thermostat is very effective and this room is delightful even in the coldest parts of winter.  

 

  



Other good things 

to know about 

stillwaters  
 

A quaint garden shed is located adjacent to the perennial garden and is entirely constructed of pine from Stillwaters’ 

trees. The unique construction does not use 2 x 4’s instead using pairs of boards. The shed features a steeply pitched 

metal roof matching the houses, lighting, ample storage, an electric shallow well pump drawing lake water into a 3 

zone irrigation system for the surrounding gardens and the back exterior offers a sheltered potting table crafted of 3’ 

antique native pine. Shelves and Shaker pegs are built in above and below the bench for storage. 

 

 
 

The perennial garden was professionally laid out and features islands designed within mulch covered walkways. The 

islands are configured so a gardener can by leaning forward on one hand, reach the center of any island.  

Consequently, every square inch is easy to access and cultivate. The perennial garden, vegetable garden and berry 

gardens each have separate irrigation zones. Water is drawn from the lake into the irrigation system by a pump 

beneath the garden shed. Lake water is far superior to city water or even well water as it contains substantial natural 

food for plants. The pump and irrigation systems are easily drained at the end of each season using compressed air. 



The soil is 2’ of Connecticut River Valley’s finest and has been organically fertilized exclusively. The liquid from 

the septic tank is pumped uphill to a leach field that is cleverly disguised well beneath the perennial garden. The L 

shaped hook vent at the end of the system is tucked discretely beside the arbor connecting the flower and veggie 

sections. It is invisible.  

 

A two car carport provides space for 2 vehicles and is located just inside the gates.  It is walled on three sides and 

features extensive storage shelves and cabinets. 

 

A professional quality kennel is built into the breezeway between the guest house and main residence. A metal roof 

covers 1/3 of the run including the custom crafted dog house. The dog run is heavy duty chain link, 6’ tall x 6’ wide 

and 24’ in length. The floor is cast concrete for easy maintenance. A hose and faucet is located a few feet away. The 

custom crafted “doggy condo” was made entirely from Stillwaters pine. The 5’10” x 34” x 47” structure is super 

insulated and provides a generous dog house suitable for large breeds. The dog house remains dry under all weather 

conditions. The upper level of the house provides storage space for dog gear and food. The door to this section 

features a hand crafted pine handle made of Stillwaters pine. 

 

A half court Beach Volleyball court is located adjacent to the lake.  It features 6”x6” posts for the net and 4’ of sand. 

The sand is currently obscured by a soft mossy surface. 

 

Blueberries!  Yes, blueberries! Stillwaters is famous for its abundance of wild blueberries. Bushes ring the lake with 

delicious blueberries that are easy to access from canoe, rowboat or paddleboat.   

 

Privacy: A four hundred foot native pine stockade fence provides dramatic visual and sound separation from the 

lightly traveled adjacent road. Ranging in height from 12’ by the basketball hoop to 8’ along the road this distinctive 

buffer features full 12” wide Wendell pine boards.  A professional quality hoop is mounted on the carport eave. The 

massive, wind-proof gate features custom wrought iron and bronze closures. The fence provides privacy throughout 

the grounds and is excellent for keeping pets and kids safe. It is also a comfort at night to securely close the gate. A 

locked door also connects the carport to the road for quick access. Ample room is available in front of the carport 

and along the fence for a dozen visiting vehicles. 

 

The dam 

The current dam consists of a concrete archway and spillway which 

were constructed first (see photos) then massive amounts of earth 

were excavated and moved to form the robust dam 34’ wide at the 

top. The dam runs some 800’ in length and the top of it serves as 

lawn. A 6’ square spillway opening drops to a 50’ long archway 

roughly 8’ tall x 6’ wide. A 12” PVC siphon with an iron valved  

gatehead provides an option for lowering the water level. The dam 

and spillway are in excellent condition and several engineers have 

commented that it is among the best built private dams in New 

England. All required inspections are current and reoccur roughly 

every 5 years.  Massachusetts DCR is the regulating agency and the 

National Dam 

ID  MA00517. 

 

 

Construction of the dam - circa 1950  



The town of wendell  
Wendell is a small community of 900 souls.  The heart of the town is its quaint, prototypical New England town 

common.  Each August the locals gather on the common for Old Home Day, an event not to be missed.  In the last 

few years a modern town Office Building and a new library were added to the area of the common.  The Wendell 

Free Library offers a wide range of activities and events for all ages and is referred to locally as “Wendell 

University”. The Wendell Town Hall hosts the annual town meeting as well as numerous events and concerts such 

as the famous Wendell Full Moon Coffee House which features local and regional talent. The Swift River School is 

located just over the border into New Salem and provides grade school kids from both towns with an excellent 

education in a warm and supportive environment. The funky Wendell Country Store provides convenient groceries, 

wine and beer.  The Déjà Vu Pub offers hearty fare, microbrews on tap, live entertainment and good cheer.   

 

 

Stillwaters-  

A bird’s  eye view  

 

Stillwaters 
210 Lockes Village Road 

Wendell, MA 01379 
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