
  

Introduction 

Leader: Welcome! We gather today to celebrate 
and give praise to God and to ask the Holy 
Spirit to guide us in our efforts to help young 
people hear and embrace the gifts of the older 
generation we have gathered here today. We 
pray that both the young and the old hear and 
embrace the Good News of our Lord, Jesus 
Christ, so that we all may learn to see with eyes 
that find God in every aspect of our lives. 

Opening Song 

Leader: Please join us in our opening song: 
________________________.  

Suggestion: “Make Me a Channel of Your Peace 
(Prayer of St. Francis)” or another song familiar 
to the group 

Reading 
(adapted from 1 John 4:7–9, 11–12) 

Reader: A reading from the First Letter of John.  

My dear friends, let us love one another, since 
love is from God, and everyone who loves is a 
child of God and knows God. Whoever fails 
to love does not know God, because God is 
love. This is the revelation of God’s love for us, 
that God sent his only Son into the world that 
we might have life through him. My dear friends, 

since God loved us so much, we too should love 
one another. No one has ever seen God, but as 
long as we love one another, God remains in us, 
and his love comes to its perfection in us. 

The Word of the Lord. 

All: Thanks be to God. 

Prayer of the Faithful 

Leader: Let us turn now to God with all our 
needs. The response to each intercession is: Lord, 
hear our prayer. 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 

Leader: Let us pray for the Church. That 
everyone who follows Jesus might grow in loving 
one another as he has loved us. We pray to the 
Lord. 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 

Leader: Let us pray for the world. That God will 
give all his children the grace they need to live in 
Christ’s love and peace. We pray to the Lord. 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 

Leader: Let us pray for people who suffer without 
love or without a family. That God will send 
them hope and welcome them with the love of 
Jesus. We pray to the Lord.   

All: Lord, hear our prayer.
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This event can be used as an opportunity to gather families together to recognize and honor the gifts 
and wisdom of the generations. 

Prayer Service to Celebrate Families
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Leader: Let us pray for our families. That God 
will take care of our brothers, sisters, parents, and 
grandparents, and all our family members, and 
help all of us to live in his love and peace. We 
pray to the Lord. 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 

Leader: Let us pray for ourselves. That each of 
us will grow as followers of Jesus and make our 
community a place of his love and peace. We pray 
to the Lord.  

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 

Leader: Let us pray for all our needs—those in 
our hearts and for all those in our community. 
We pray to the Lord.  

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 

Leader: And now, let us turn to God the Father 
with love and trust, using the words that Jesus 
taught us: 

All: Our Father… 

Closing Prayer 

Leader: Good and gracious God, send forth your 
Holy Spirit, so we may remember to see you in 
all people and in all things. We ask this through 
Christ, our Lord.  

All: Amen. 

Closing Song 

Leader: Please join us in our closing song: 
________________________. 

Suggestion: “Here I Am, Lord” or another song 
familiar to the group 
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Activities
Choose one or both of the activities to have your families complete together.

Activity 1 | Sharing the Wisdom of Time with My Family

Provide a copy of Sharing the Wisdom of Time for each family in advance of the event.

Leader: Many elders from around the world were interviewed to help compile stories of work, 
struggle, love, death, and hope. Work together to tell your family story featuring one or more elders. 
Complete the Sharing the Wisdom of Time with My Family worksheet.

Activity 2 | Create a Family Scrapbook

Provide several weeks’ notice to families to bring in photos, recipes, prayer cards, maps, flags, the 
family crest, and mementos like ticket stubs, dried flowers, or program books to compile a family 
scrapbook. Also invite families to bring scrapbook supplies including a journal or scrapbook, scrap-
book pages, colorful paper, adhesive, ribbon, scissors, and colored pencils or pens.

You can purchase these items and charge the families a fee, but since each family is unique, you may 
wish to have each family purchase their own.

Leader: Many people have a baby book or a baby photo album, but most families don’t have a 
scrapbook dedicated to the entire family. Use this as an opportunity to design your own family 
scrapbook.
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My name: ______________________________________________

My siblings’ names: ______________________________________

My parents’ names: ______________________________________

My grandparents’ names: __________________________________

______________________________________________________

Names of important elders in our family: ______________________

______________________________________________________

Important values our elders have taught us: ____________________

______________________________________________________

One thing I like to do with my family is: _______________________

______________________________________________________

One dish or recipe that my family makes that I really like is: 

______________________________________________________

One tradition my family has is: ______________________________

______________________________________________________
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One prayer my family prays is: ______________________________

______________________________________________________ 

One thing I’ve learned from someone older in my family is: ________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

One thing I wish I knew how to do that someone older in my family 
can do is: ______________________________________________

______________________________________________________

One trait (character or physical) that has been passed down in my 
family is: ______________________________________________

______________________________________________________

One word or phrase that describes my family: __________________

______________________________________________________
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