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Welcome from the Director 
 

 
 

 

In the early days of September 2019, more than 270 members of the Jesuit family of Jesuits 

West Province gathered for several days at Santa Clara University. In his opening address, our 

Provincial, Rev. Scott Santarosa, SJ said, and I quote:  

 
“Are there enough injustices against the people we love to consider flexing our Jesuit muscle again and regularly. 

The beloved is there before us: the immigrant, the gang member, the hungry, the incarcerated, the single mother 

separated from her deported husband. Are we offering to the beloved all the gifts we are truly in possession of? 

Can we also offer our power?”  

 

Given our national reality, we add to Fr. Santarosa’s address: “the violence, racism and 

injustices of those whose lives are lost to atrocities committed against black lives in this 

country” and “those impacted by COVID-19 especially the most vulnerable among us.” In those 

early days of September at the dawn of a new academic year, we never could have imagined all 

the things that we have seen and are experiencing as a country. 

 
“Thus, as this world changes, so does the context of our mission; and new frontiers beckon that we must be 

willing to embrace.” – Jesuits at their 2008 General Congregation 

 

An integral component of our formation, the service and justice program invites students to 

experience “what it means to labor with and for others in building a more just world.” During 

each of their four years, students will engage in “an articulated sequence of service and 

reflection opportunities that lead them to experience a sense of solidarity with the poor and 

marginalized.” Our new reality has challenged us to reimagine what service and justice looks 

like. Although the “work” changes, the mission of our institution remains the same.  

 

At the Center for Service and Justice, our mission is to respond to our global reality to form 

transformative, dynamic, contemplative young people through service and advocacy experiences 

across diverse mediums in order to help foster compassion and a spirit of generosity so as to view 

the world with open hearts and a critical conscious––challenging them to become people for and 

with others seeking a faith that does justice.  
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Our updated handbook and new tabs on our webpage (Encounter; Educate; Engage) will 

provide a variety of service and justice opportunities, advocacy and other information for all 

students and families. From virtual educational and “e-mmersion” experiences to curated 

grade-level specific programs to a family service program where parents and guardians can 

participate in service while supporting their Cub; there are opportunities for everyone to serve 

in a manner that is safe and meets the expected service and justice components each young 

person is required to fulfill in order to be in good standing for receiving a diploma from Loyola. 

 

Information concerning each of the grade level requirements will be posted in three distinct 

areas: 1) Canvas: Loyola’s student information system; 2) this webpage under the 

tab Encounter; and 3) in the monthly principal’s newsletter. In addition, the tabs 

labeled Educate and Engage will list other opportunities for service and justice.  

 

The term magis, Latin for “more,” is a Jesuit value. Chris Lowney (2003), author of Heroic 

Leadership describes magis as that which “captures a broader spirit, a restless drive to imagine 

whether there isn’t some even greater project to be accomplished or some better way of 

attacking the current problem”. Perhaps we have an opportunity to accomplish a different and 

even greater project as a result of our pandemic. We invite you to become a part of how we 

accomplish this.  

 

 

AMDG, 

 

Dr. Jesse Rodriguez 

Director 

 

 

Video Message to the Class of 2024 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1u5KeVnC0L39mlSzZJ2mT-vG1MHIQlUhczLML5RhTm7k/edit
https://youtu.be/WDTLbAUE8P0

