
1Living on the Edge

Starting Out Right
HOW TO GROW AS A NEW BELIEVER
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What’s Inside?

If you have recently decided to trust Jesus as Lord and Savior of your life,

CONGRATULATIONS!

This decision is the most important one you will ever make. We’ve created this resource to help 
you START OUT RIGHT. If you’ve been following Jesus for a while, working through this material 
will help you understand the essential foundations of the faith.

I .     STEPS FOR BELIEVING IN CHRIST (PAGE 3)
A quick snapshot of God’s plan of salvation.

I I .    THE PATH (PAGE 6)
God’s way to achieve the life you’ve always wanted.

I I I .  PERSONAL BIBLE STUDY (PAGE 7)
Explore God’s Word to discover life-changing truth. 

IV.  TEN PROMISES EVERY BELIEVER SHOULD KNOW (PAGE 9)
Build your life on these fundamental Biblical teachings.

V. MY SPIRITUAL JOURNEY (PAGE 11)
Reflection questions to help you consider your new life in Jesus.

VI.  HOW TO READ AND UNDERSTAND THE BIBLE (PAGE 13)
A simple method for studying the Bible.

VII .  COMMON QUESTIONS FROM NEW BELIEVERS (PAGE 14)
A free online resource featuring short video answers from Chip.

VIII .  TWO SERMONS FROM CHIP FOR NEW BELIEVERS (PAGE 15)
Download two free sermons from Chip in MP3 format.

All Scripture references are from the New International Version (NIV) Bible unless otherwise noted.

info@lote.org   |   888.333.6003   |   PO Box 3007, Suwanee, GA 30024  
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Steps for Believing in Jesus

(1)  UNDERSTAND WHY GOD CREATED US

God delights in us. He’s not angry, vengeful, distant or uncaring. He created us because 
He LOVES us and wants us to ENJOY a personal relationship with Him.

“God had already decided that through Jesus Christ He would make us 
His children - this was God’s pleasure and purpose.”
Ephesians 1:5 (Good News Translation)

(2)  CONSIDER THE BENEFITS OF HAVING A REAL LIFE

The world promises much but delivers little. When our trust isn’t in God, we are often 
discouraged and disappointed. When we LOVE God and LIVE according to His purposes, 
we experience the abundant life we were designed to live. This life is much better than 
anything this world offers. Real life is found in a restored relationship with God.

“The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they 
may have life, and have it to the full.”
John 10:10

(3)  ADMIT YOU’RE NOT PERFECT

There is a reason why we don’t naturally have a relationship with God: we aren’t 
perfect. The Bible calls our imperfection “sin,” and it separates us from God because 
He is perfect. The only way for us to enter into a relationship with Him is to be perfect 
ourselves. But, on our own, perfection is impossible. No one is perfect by their standards, 
let alone God’s holy standard. 

“For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God...”
Romans 3:23



4 Starting Out Right

“Dear Jesus, thank you for making me and loving me, 
even when I’ve ignored you and gone my own way. I 
realize I need you in my life and I’m sorry for my sins. 
I ask you to forgive me. Please come into my life and 
make me a new person inside. I accept your gift of 
salvation. Thank you, Jesus, for dying on the cross for 
me. Please help me to grow closer to you. As much 
as I know how, I want to live only for you.”

A Sample 
Prayer of 

Faith in 
Jesus

(4)  BELIEVE THAT JESUS DIED FOR US AND DEFEATED DEATH

2,000 years ago, God came to earth as a man. Jesus lived a perfect life and paid the price 
for our imperfection. God’s love for us is immeasurable. He did everything we need, but 
can’t do on our own, to restore our relationship with Him. Jesus died for our sins so that He 
could offer us a free gift—we can’t earn it—we can only accept it by believing in Jesus. 

“But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still 
sinners, Christ died for us.” 
Romans 5:8

“Now, brothers, I want to remind you of the gospel I preached to you, … For 
what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ died for 
our sins according to the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised 
on the third day according to the Scriptures...” 
1 Corinthians 15:1-4 

(5)  LIVE YOUR LIFE FOR JESUS

After you’ve accepted God’s free gift of salvation through faith, set Him apart as Lord. 
Say, “goodbye” to your old life and begin your new one. Build your life on God’s Word and 
follow His purpose for your life.

“What this means is that those who become Christians become new 
persons. They are not the same anymore, for the old life is gone. A new 
life has begun!”
2 Corinthians 5:17 (NLT)

“Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into 
practice is like a wise man who built his house on the rock.”
Matthew 7:24
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If you have accepted Jesus as Lord and Savior of your life, we urge you to tell 
someone who can help you in your faith journey.

If You Believe, You Belong!

HAVE YOU SAID THESE THINGS TO GOD?
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THE PATH REQUIRES: THREE PRACTICES (B.I .O.)

Before God Daily (through prayer, scripture, and reflection)
In Community Weekly (authentic and significant relationships with other believers)
On Mission 24/7 (serving others in the name of Jesus and sharing about him)

The PATH to the Life 
You’ve Always Wanted

THE PATH IS A PERSON: JESUS

Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one 
comes to the Father but through Me.”
John 14:6, NASB

THE PATH IS SIMPLE: LOVE GOD, LOVE OTHERS

And He said to him, “ ‘YOU SHALL LOVE THE LORD YOUR GOD WITH 
ALL YOUR HEART, AND WITH ALL YOUR SOUL, AND WITH ALL YOUR 
MIND.’ This is the great and foremost commandment. The second is like 
it, ‘YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF.’ On these two 
commandments depend the whole Law and the Prophets.” 
Matthew 22:37-40, NASB

THE PATH BEGINS WITH: A SPIRITUAL BIRTH

Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water 
and the Spirit he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.”  
John 3:5, NASB

THE PATH LEADS TO: SPIRITUAL MATURITY

We proclaim Him, admonishing every man and teaching every man with 
all wisdom, so that we may present every man complete in Christ. For 
this purpose also I labor, striving according to His power, which mightily 
works within me. 
Colossians 1:28-29, NASB
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Personal Bible Study
EXPLORE GOD’S WORD TO DISCOVER LIFE-CHANGING TRUTH.

What is the Christian Life Like?

2. ADOPTION INTO GOD’S FAMILY

Without God, we are spiritual orphans. Through faith in Jesus, we are adopted into 
God’s family.

“Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he 
gave the right to become children of God—children born not of natural 
descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God.“
John 1:12

1. A WEDDING CELEBRATION

A wedding is a great celebration of life; it’s also a lifelong commitment. The Chrisitan life 
is similar: we experience great joy in Christ, and we are called to serve Him.

“For the Maker is your husband—the LORD Almighty is his name—the 
Holy One of Israel is your Redeemer; he is called the God of all the earth.“
Isaiah 54:5

“The Kingdom of Heaven is like a king who prepared a wedding banquet 
for his son.“
Matthew 22:2

3.  FRIENDSHIP WITH JESUS

Jesus is our savior and lord. As savior, He helps us because we can’t help ourselves. 
As lord, we are called to follow and obey Him. Jesus also calls us friends, which 
means we can enjoy a personal relationship with Him.

(Jesus speaking) “I no longer call you servants, because a servant does 
not know his master’s business. Instead, I have called you friends, for 
everything that I learned from my Father I have made known to you.” 
John 15:15
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What’s So Great About This 
Relationship?

1. FORGIVENESS FOR OUR PAST

In Christ, our past doesn’t define us. We can give up our regret, guilt, and shame 
because of Jesus.

“If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins 
and purify us from all unrighteousness.”
John 1:9

2.  PURPOSE FOR OUR PRESENT

Everyone craves significance. The world makes big promises, but in the end, it 
always leads to disappointment and discouragement. True meaning is found only in 
God; He has a purpose for our lives!

“Your Word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my path.”
Psalm 119:105

“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the LORD, “plans to 
prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.” 
Jeremiah 29:11

3. HOPE FOR OUR FUTURE

We can let go of our worry and anxiety because we know the future is secure. 
Because God is in control, we don’t have to be. Instead, we can trust Him because 
He loves us.

…faith and knowledge resting on the hope of eternal life, which God, 
who does not lie, promised before the beginning of time.
Titus 1:2

This is a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance: (and for this 
we labor and strive), that we have put our hope in the living God, who is 
the Savior of all men, and especially of those who believe.
1 Timothy 4:9-10
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Ten Promises From The Bible 
Every Believer Should Know

1. IF YOU BELIEVE, YOU BELONG IN THE FAMILY OF GOD.

Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he 
gave the right to become children of God-- children born not of natural 
descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God.
John 1:12-13

3. NOTHING CAN SEPARATE BELIEVERS FROM GOD’S LOVE.

For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor 
demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither 
height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate 
us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Romans 8:38-39

5. GOD ANSWERS THE PRAYERS OF BELIEVERS.

Until now you have not asked for anything in my name. Ask and you will 
receive, and your joy will be complete.
John 16:24

2. BELIEVERS HAVE THE HOPE OF ETERNAL LIFE.

And this is the testimony: God has given us eternal life, and this life is in 
his Son. He who has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of 
God does not have life.
1 John 5:11-12

4. GOD HAS A GREAT PLAN FOR EVERY BELIEVER’S LIFE.

For I know the plans I have for you,’”declares the LORD, ‘plans to 
prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.”
Jeremiah 29:11
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6. BELIEVERS AREN’T TEMPTED BEYOND WHAT THEY CAN HANDLE.

No temptation has seized you except what is common to man. And God 
is faithful; he will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear. But 
when you are tempted, he will also provide a way out so that you can 
stand up under it.”
1 Corinthians 10:13

8. GOD WILL COMPLETE THE WORK HE BEGINS.

Being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry 
it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.
Philippians 1:6

10. GOD’S LOVE IS UNCONDITIONAL; IT CAN’T BE EARNED OR LOST.

But when the kindness and love of God our Savior appeared, he saved us, 
not because of righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy. He 
saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit...
Titus 3:4-5

7. BELIEVERS ARE A BRAND NEW CREATION.

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, 
the new has come!
2 Corinthians 5:17

9. BELIEVERS HAVE GOD’S PROTECTION.

Put on the full armor of God so that you can take your stand against the 
devil’s schemes.
Ephesians 6:11
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1. WHY DID YOU DECIDE TO PUT YOUR FAITH IN JESUS AS THE LORD AND 
SAVIOR OF YOUR LIFE? WHAT FACTORS WENT INTO YOUR DECISION?

2. WHO WERE THE PEOPLE WHO WERE MOST INFLUENTIAL IN YOUR 
DECISION? HOW DID THEY HELP?

3. WHAT ATTRACTED YOU TO THE PEOPLE YOU JUST MENTIONED? WHAT ARE 
SOME OF THE QUALITIES YOU RESPECT OR ADMIRE ABOUT THOSE PEOPLE?

4. HOW WOULD YOU DESCRIBE YOUR RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD RIGHT NOW?

My Spiritual Journey
REFLECTION QUESTIONS TO HELP YOU CONSIDER YOUR NEW LIFE IN JESUS

Our spiritual roots grow when we reflect on how God is moving in our lives. This section is designed to 
help you consider your spiritual journey of faith in Jesus. 

Work through the following questions slowly, at your own pace. It’s not a race, and you don’t have to 
finish all of them in one sitting. Don’t let the questions limit you; they’re meant to serve as a springboard. 
If you “wander” from these questions, that’s OK! 
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5. PICK FIVE WORDS THAT YOU FEEL BEST TO DESCRIBE WHO GOD IS? NEXT 
TO EACH WORD, WRITE WHY YOU CHOSE IT.

6.  IN YOUR OPINION, WHAT ARE SOME THINGS YOU CAN DO TO DEEPEN YOUR 
RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD? IF YOU’RE STUCK, CONSIDER THIS: WHAT WOULD 
YOU DO TO DEEPEN A FRIENDSHIP?

7. WHY DO YOU THINK GOD WANTS YOU TO BE IN HIS FAMILY?

8. WHO ARE SOME CHRISTIANS YOU KNOW AND RESPECT AND COULD TALK 
TO ABOUT YOUR FAITH?

9. WRITE DOWN SOME “BIG TIME” QUESTIONS YOU HAVE ABOUT GOD, JESUS, 
THE BIBLE, LIFE, ETC. 

10. WHAT DO YOU HOPE AND EXPECT YOUR NEW LIFE TO LOOK LIKE NOW 
THAT YOU’RE A CHRISTIAN?

11. THE BIBLE SAYS, “THEREFORE, IF ANYONE IS IN CHRIST, HE IS A NEW 
CREATION, THE OLD HAS GONE, AND THE NEW HAS COME!” (2 CORINTHIANS 
5:17, NIV) WHAT ARE SOME OF THE “OLD THINGS” IN YOUR LIFE THAT YOU 
HOPE TO LEAVE BEHIND?
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How to Read and 
Understand the Bible

THE “2PROAPT” METHOD

PRAY 
Ask God to speak to you.

PREVIEW
Read through the passage quickly for an overview.

READ
Read the passage a second time slowly and contemplatively.

OBSERVE
Go back and underline keywords/phrases. Circle things that are repeated.
Highlight the most meaningful verse.

APPLY
Choose one specific way to put into practice the truth you have discovered.

PRAY
Ask God for power and wisdom to follow through with your application.

TELL: 
Share with at least one person your new insight, truth, or application.
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Common Questions
from New Believers

Check out these short videos from Chip that answer 
the following questions:

How can I have a personal relationship with God?

Why is it so hard to surrender my life to Christ?

I’ve received Jesus, but why doesn’t my life seem any different?

How do I begin reading the Bible?

What about my friends who don’t believe?

How can I overcome addiction and give my life to God?

http://bit.ly/lote-new
click or copy & paste the following address into your browser

You can find 
this resource 

online: WATCH NOW
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Two Free Sermons from Chip
for New Believers

http://bit.ly/lote-new2

Stream or download two free sermons from Chip for new 
believers (50MB download):

LISTEN NOW


