
POETRY READING 
 

Contestants’ Names: ____________________________________Code: ___________ 
 

Title of Selection: _______________________________________________________ 
 

Round: _________   Section: ________   Length of Performance: ________ 
 

Criteria marked with a “+” are positive factors in my decision. 
Criteria marked with a “–“ are areas in need of improvement. 
 

    +/-                       Specific comments begin below and continue on reverse side. 
 1. The introduction should name the selection and ALL authors and give the 

audience all necessary background information as well as establish the mood 
of the work. 

 

 2. There should be a unity to the program as a whole, made clear by the 
introduction and transitional material.  

 3. The reader should demonstrate an awareness of the imagery and sound 
devices in poetry by paying special attention to pause and change of pace.  

 4. Eye contact should be direct and comprehensive. There should be eye contact 
during the introduction, transitions and sufficient familiarity with the script to 
provide opportunity for eye contact.  

 5. Facial expression should be natural, appropriate, and aid communication.  
 6. The contestant should have vocal variety to facilitate and enhance 

communication by changing should change pitch, pace or rate, tone and pause 
for dramatic effect or clarity. 

 7. Articulation, enunciation, and vocal variety should enhance communication. 
 8. Bodily suggestion may be used.  Although body language is not prohibited, it 

should be used with restraint. (IHSA RULE BOOK) 
 9. The script will be held; No properties or visual aids allowed. (IHSA RULE BOOK) 
 10. The student has selected material appropriate to his abilities.  
 11. The time limit for the event is 8 minutes. The introduction/ material not 

original to the text should not exceed 15% of the performance time. (IHSA 
RULE BOOK) 

 12. Material and performance of the material should be appropriate for H.S. 
competition.   

 13. Appearance of the speakers should be pleasant/ not distract from the action. 
 

 
Judge’s Signature: ______________________________________Judge’s Code: ____________ 

RANK: 
 

_____________ 
(1ST, 2ND, 3RD, Etc. 

--NO TIES) 
 


	Contestants’ Names: ____________________________________Code: ___________

