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New York, February 14, 2011 –Shankar Ma-
hadevan, the iconic singer and composer, and 
Clood On, a provider of virtual learning software, 
are ushering in a new era for classical and mod-
ern Indian music instruction with the launch of 
the Shankar Mahadevan Academy ( www.shan-
karmahadevanacademy.com). The Academy 
helps Indians in the U.S. to strengthen their con-
nection with India’s culture and heritage by mak-
ing it easy to access high quality music instruction 
from the convenience of home for the first time.

Courses will be offered in a variety of styles in-
cluding Hindustani, Carnatic, Bollywood, folk and 
devotional to appeal to both serious aspirants as 
well as those who want to explore their artistic 
inclinations for fun. In fact, the whole premise of 
the online classroom is built around a “fun” con-
cept so as to make the process of learning both 
enriching and interesting. However, this is not 
done at the expense of the instructional element 
– all teachers will be selected and endorsed by 
Shankar Mahadevan, and the Academy provides 
a structured, high-quality curriculum with certifi-
cation.

 “The traditional process of learning classical 
music can be too serious and intimidating for 
many people who want to learn. Our objective 
with the Academy is to make music learning a fun 
and rewarding journey for all, without compromis-
ing on the quality of the curriculum and instruc-
tion.  I’m excited to see more people –both adults 
and children - share in my love of learning Indian 
music,” said Shankar Mahadevan.

The technology behind the Academy is espe-
cially suited for such a venture. Developed by 
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Clood On, a provider of virtual learning software 
founded by executives from Yahoo! and Dell, it is 
designed to making structured curriculum-based 
education more interactive and tailored to each 
person’s abilities.  Central to learning at the Acad-
emy is the OM Book™, or Online Music Book, a 
unique tool that allows students to practice and 
learn on their own time, and at their own pace, 
before attending weekly virtual classes with their 
teacher.  

“The technology developed by us for the Acad-
emy – especially the OM Book - is intended to 
make this process of music learning fun and con-
venient, and to make it accessible to thousands of 
Indians in the U.S., who until now had little or no 
options,” said Sridhar Ranganathan, co-founder 
and CEO of Shankar Mahadevan Academy.

About Shankar Mahadevan Academy
Shankar Mahadevan Academy was founded 

under the guidance and leadership of the award-
winning composer and singer Shankar Mahade-
van.  The Academy brings high quality Indian mu-
sic education online for the first time.  Shankar’s 
vision for the Academy is to share his love for 
music with people across the globe and to make 
learning music easy and fun.  Now students have 
an easy way to learn music in the convenience of 
their own home, at their own pace.  The Academy 
is a joint venture between Shankar Mahadevan 
and Clood On, a provider of virtual learning soft-
ware founded by executives from Yahoo and Dell.

www.shankarmahadevanacademy.com
For press enquiries and interview opportunities, 

contact: Adeebah Khan (732 476 8077).

Bringing high quality music learning 
into the convenience of homes 

across the country for the first time.

IAMC Pays Tribute to Mahatma Gandhi on Death Anniversary
By a Staff Reporter

The Indian American Muslim 
Council paid a public tribute to 
Mahatma Gandhi Jan. 30, the an-
niversary of his assassination. In 
a public statement, the organiza-
tion urged Indians to rise above 

communal politics and remember 
India’s tolerant ethos. 

“Tragically, the hate and bigotry 
that manifested itself on that mo-
mentous day continue to be per-
petuated in the form of religious 
extremism and radical communal 
politics,” said IAMC president 

Shaheen Khateeb. 
“Now, more than ever, we 

need to join hands and commit 
ourselves to ensuring that it is 
Gandhiji’s legacy of compassion, 
love and justice for all that shapes 
this nation’s future.” he added.

The IAMC is the largest ad-
vocacy organization of Indian 

Muslims in the United States, with 
10 chapters across the nation. 

For more information, visit www.
iamc.com.

MILPITAS, Calif. — Mayor Jose Estevez attended an event in recognition of India’s Republic Day hosted by the 
Bay Area Youth Vaishnav Parivar Jan. 29. Estevez recognized the efforts of vice chairman Subodh Toparani, and 
the city of Sunnyvale presented a proclamation to secretary Ravi Desai. Nearly 600 guests were in attendance 
and enjoyed a varied cultural program put on by the organization.

Republic Day Celebration Attracts 
Milpitas Mayor

Punjabi Cultural Society Of 
Chicago Honors Community 

Leaders
By a Staff Reporter

SCHAUMBURG, Ill. — The Pun-
jabi Cultural Society of Chicago 
held a dinner reception Feb. 5 at 
India House Restaurant in honor 
of Mayor Al Larson and Consul 
General of India Mukta Dutta 
Tomar. The event featured pre-
sentations for over 60 audience 
members and PCS leaders, said a 
press release.

PCS expressed their desire to 
integrate Tomar into the com-
munity so that Punjabi Americans 
could learn about salient citizen-
ship issues. In her presentation, 
Tomar applauded the efforts of 
PCS and answered questions 
about the Overseas Citizenship 

of India.Larson spoke about Scha-
umburg’s growing ethnic diversity, 
noting that 17 percent of the city’s 
population is Indian.

Event leader Rajinder Singh 
Mago screened a film, “Cultural 
Safari,” depicting aspects of the 
Sikh American diaspora, followed 
by a presentation, “Who Are the 
Sikhs?”  In further efforts to 
educate the community about citi-
zenship and visa issues, PCS will 
host an open information session 
about OCI in Palatine Mar. 6.

PCS is a non-profit organization 
promoting Punjabi culture in the 
greater Chicago area. 

For further information, visit 
www.pcschicago.org

KOLKATA (PTI) — Shantanu 
Moitra, composer for hit films 
such as “Parineeta,” announced 
Feb. 10 his ambassadorship for 
a government campaign to in-
crease public awareness about the 
Sunderbans, the world’s largest 
mangrove forest and home to the 
endangered Bengal tigers. 

“We need to create an interna-
tional buzz about the Sunderbans, 

its uniqueness and the daily strug-
gle of its dwellers,” he said.

Moitra is composing a song for 
the campaign and coordinating a 
benefit concert. Additionally, he is 
collaborating with India’s Forest 
Department on a movement to 
include the Sunderbans among 
the seven natural wonders of the 
world. 

Bollywood Musician Spearheads 
Conservation Campaign


