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Welcome to the 1st ever Cozy Escape Book Awards Guidebook!

We’re so excited about this new event and hope that you are, too. The number one question we get asked 
by readers is what’s a good cozy to read so we thought we’d compile a list of the best cozies out there in all 
of our favorite cozy categories. 

While we made every effort to choose the best books, we do realize and want to acknowledge that there 
were a ton of amazing and fantastic cozies that didn’t make the list. Our process for choosing the books in 
this list were to find books that had

• Cute covers
• Interesting stories
• Fun concepts
• Adherence to cozy elements: No sex, gore, drugs, graphic violence, etc
• Feminist heroines 
• Zero fat shaming, no racist remarks, no stereotyped marginalized groups, etc.
• We also reviewed the book suggestions from the Cozy Escape Book Club members for book club - 

however, we did discount recommendations made by authors of their own book

We have read many of the books on the list but not all of them and sometimes went by descriptions and 
reviews to make a decision. 

We are super open to suggestions on changes to the process for next year and wanted to make this both 
fun + fair but not onerously administrative with formal bylaws and politics. We hope you enjoy reading 
through this list as much as we did making it. And if reading a long list isn’t your thing, then make sure to 
watch Courtny + Lisa’s BookTube channels where we posted videos about all 100 books - the playlist is 
called: Cozy Escape Awards.

XO - Lisa | Courtny 



What are the Cozy Escape Book Awards 
A fun way to celebrate our love of cozy mysteries with other readers, celebrate the hard work of so many 
amazing authors who help fuel our cozy addiction and formally acknowledge National Cozy Mystery Day: 9/15 
(which just also happens to be Lucky’s birthday!) 

Who is it for
Anyone who loves cozy mysteries

When is it
New videos go up on Courtny + Lisa’s channels September 1 - 10 and then we’ll host a LIVEstream on Courtny’s 
channel on Setpember 15 to celebrate National Cozy Mystery Day + announce the winners

Where can I find more information
All voting, videos and information will be posted on Lisa’s Events page at https://lisasiefert.com/events/
cozy-escape-awards/

How does it work
Courtny + Lisa will each post a new video September 1-10 on our channels to highlight a new cateory - there 
will be 20 categories in total. Make sure to subscribe to our channels so you don’t miss them: 
• Courtagonist Channel 
• Lisa Siefert Channel

How does voting work
You’ll be able to vote for your #1 choicefrom September 1-14 on our Patreon Page - it is 100% FREE TO VOTE. 
All voting posts are Public but you will need to sign up for Patreon (it’s FREE to sign up) so that we can ensure 
only 1 vote per category per person. Visit our Patreon Page and hit the FOLLOW BUTTON - it’s FREE.
===> https://patreon.com/cozyescape

https://lisasiefert.com/events/cozy-escape-awards/
https://lisasiefert.com/events/cozy-escape-awards/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCGli6OijbAYLXxGGrcU7HZg?sub_confirmation=1
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC4VY1KTWXqMODEh8F9hp4_g?sub_confirmation=1
https://patreon.com/cozyescape


Follow Lisa
on YouTube

book reviews | kitty cats | unboxings

subscribe 
new videos every Tuesday

https://rebrand.ly/lisalatte



Follow Courtny
on YouTube

book reviews | read alongs | writing vlogs

subscribe 
new videos every week

https://rebrand.ly/courtagonist

https://rebrand.ly/courtagonist


PUBLISHER KEY
Self-published = 35 books nominated

Kensington = 18 books nominated

Crooked Lane = 10 books nominated

Minotaur = 3 books nominated

St. Martin’s = 4 books nominated

Whiskered Mysteries = 2 books nominated

Berkley = 25 books nominated

Poisoned Pen (Sourcebooks) = 1 book nominated

Beyond The Page = 1 book nominated

Harper Teen = 1 book nominated

No Logo



Watch the replay on
 Courtny’s Channel

Mark your calendar for 
Cozy Mystery Day 9/15/2022

add to calendar 
Google calendar + iCal links 

https://lisasiefert.com/events

https://lisasiefert/events


All Voting is happening on the
Cozy Escape Patreon Page

 https://patreon.com/cozyescape

https://patreon.com/cozyescape
https://patreon.com/cozyescape


It’s 100% FREE 
Just hit the FOLLOW button

https://patreon.com/cozyescape
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1 | Restaurant Weeks Are Murder (A Poppy McAllister Mystery Book 3) by Libby Klein
Cape May, New Jersey, is the site of a big culinary competition—and the knives are out . . .
 
Poppy McAllister is happy about opening a Jersey Shore B&B—but working in a professional kitchen has 
always been her real dream. Now it’s coming true, at least briefly, as she teams up with her former fiancé, 
Tim—and his condescending partner, Gigi—during the high-profile Restaurant Week challenge. Poppy’s 
specialty is pastries, despite her devotion to a Paleo diet. But if anyone can make glorious gluten-free 
goodies, it’s Poppy.
 
Things get heated quickly—especially when some ingredients get switched and Tim’s accused of sabotage. 
Relatively harmless pranks soon escalate into real hazards, including an exploding deep fryer. And now one 
of the judges has died after taking a bite of Poppy’s cannoli—making her the chef suspect .

2 | Death of an Italian Chef (Hayley Powell Mystery Book 14)  by Lee Hollis 
The charming coastal town of Bar Harbor, Maine, has a fancy new Italian restaurant—and a nasty new 
murder . . .
 
As the food and cocktails columnist for the Island Times, it’s Hayley Powell’s job to stay on top of the latest 
eateries in town. Just in time for the summer tourist season, Chef Romeo, a successful restaurateur from 
New York City, has opened an establishment called—naturally—Romeo’s. But between his over-the-top 
temperament and his no-holds-barred diet, Chef Romeo may not live through the grand opening.
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When the chef actually does suffer a mild heart attack, he ends up sharing a hospital room with Hayley’s 
brother Randy, who’s there for gall bladder surgery. Chef Romeo has tasted Hayley’s cooking and asks her 
to take over his restaurant while he’s laid up. But this temporary gig may turn permanent, after the chef dies 
from complications. Only thing is, Randy tells a different story. He might have been sedated, but Hayley’s bro 
swears he saw someone come into their room and put Romeo out of his misery. Now it’s up to Hayley to find 
the person who had no reservations about killing the chef . . .
3 | Arsenic and Adobo (A Tita Rosie’s Kitchen Mystery) by Mia P. Mansala
The first book in a new culinary cozy series full of sharp humor and delectable dishes—one that might just be 
killer....

When Lila Macapagal moves back home to recover from a horrible breakup, her life seems to be following all 
the typical rom-com tropes. She’s tasked with saving her Tita Rosie’s failing restaurant, and she has to deal 
with a group of matchmaking aunties who shower her with love and judgment. But when a notoriously nasty 
food critic (who happens to be her ex-boyfriend) drops dead moments after a confrontation with Lila, her life 
quickly swerves from a Nora Ephron romp to an Agatha Christie case.

With the cops treating her like she’s the one and only suspect, and the shady landlord looking to finally 
kick the Macapagal family out and resell the storefront, Lila’s left with no choice but to conduct her own 
investigation. Armed with the nosy auntie network, her barista best bud, and her trusted Dachshund, 
Longanisa, Lila takes on this tasty, twisted case and soon finds her own neck on the chopping block…

4 | Assault and Pepper (A Spice Shop Mystery Book 1)by Leslie Budwitz
After leaving a dicey marriage and losing a beloved job in a corporate crash, Pepper Reece has found a new 
zest for life running a busy spice and tea shop in Seattle’s Pike Place Market. Her aromatic creations are the 
talk of the town, and everyone stops by for a cup of her refreshing spice tea, even other shopkeepers and 
Market regulars. But when a panhandler named Doc shows up dead on the store’s doorstep, a Seattle Spice 
Shop cup in his hand, the local gossip gets too hot for Pepper to handle—especially after the police arrest 
one of Pepper’s staffers, Tory Finch, for murder.

Tory seems to know why she’s a suspect, but she refuses to do anything to curry favor with the cops. 
Convinced her reticent employee is innocent, Pepper takes it on herself to sniff out some clues. Only, if she’s 
not careful, Pepper’s nosy ways might make her next on the killer’s list…

5 | Pork Pie Pandemonium: Albert Smith’s Culinary Capers Recipe 1 by Steve Higgs
When a retired detective superintendent chooses to take a culinary tour of the British Isles, he hopes to find 
tasty treats and delicious bakes …

… what he finds is a clue to a crime in the ingredients for his pork pie.

His dog, Rex Harrison, an ex-police dog fired for having a bad attitude, cannot understand why the humans 
are struggling to solve the mystery. He can already smell the answer – it’s right before their noses.

He’ll pitch in to help his human and the shop owner’s teenage daughter as the trio set out to save the shop 
from closure. Is the rival pork pie shop across the street to blame? Or is there something far more sinister 
going on?

One thing is for sure, what started out as a bit of fun, is getting deadlier by the hour, and they’d better work 
out what the dog knows soon or it could be curtains for them all.
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1 | Muffin But Trouble (A Merry Muffin Mystery Book 8) by Victoria Hamilton
In the new Merry Muffin Mystery from the author of Muffin to Fear, baker Merry Wynter must confront a 
spiritual guru who may be up to something far from heavenly . . .

With plans for a new performing arts center at Wynter Castle taking up all her time, baker Merry Wynter has 
been all but unaware of the fringe group compound near her small town—until a street preacher accosts her 
with taunts of doom and damnation. Worried that some of her close friends may have been lured in by the 
group and its charismatic leader, Merry begins digging into the ministry—and soon suspects they may have 
ties to the recent death of a young woman and the disappearance of many others.

With her rebellious teen friend Lizzie at her side, Merry steps in to confront the eerily submissive community 
and its misguided members, skeptical of their supposed spiritual leanings. When another young woman 
vanishes and Merry realizes the lives of people close to her are at stake, she will stop at nothing to uncover 
the group’s sinister secrets before the murderous ministry can strike again . . .

2 | Murder at the Christmas Cookie Bake-Off (A Beacon Bakeshop Mystery Book 2) by Darcy Hannah
Tucked away inside an old lighthouse in Beacon Harbor, Michigan, bakeshop café owner Lindsey Bakewellis 
ready to make her first Christmas in town shine bright. But her merry plans crumble fast when murder 
appears under the mistletoe . . .
 
With the spirit of the holidays wafting through the Beacon Bakeshop, Lindsey thinks she has the recipe for 
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the sweetest Christmas ever—winning the town-wide cookie bake-off. Unfortunately, striving for a picture-
perfect December in Beacon Harbor is a lot like biting into stale shortbread. Low on staff and bombarded by 
visits from family, Lindsey can barely meet demands at work, let alone summon the confidence to face fierce 
competition . . .
 
Self-appointed Christmas know-it-all Felicity Stewart is determined to take the top spot in the bake-off, 
and she’s not afraid to dump a little coal in everyone’s stocking to do it. Just as the competition heats up, 
everything falls apart when the judge is found dead—and covered in crumbs from Lindsey’s signature cookie!
 
Solving a murder was never on Lindsey’s wish list. But with her reputation on the line during the happiest time 
of the year, she’ll need to bring her best talents to the table in order to sift out the true Christmas Cookie culprit

3 | Mocha, She Wrote: A Bakeshop Mystery (A Bakeshop Mystery, 13) by Ellie Alexander
Summer has ushered in a new season in the charming hamlet of Ashland, Oregon. Torte is bustling with 
tourists taking in star-drenched shows at the Elizabethan, setting out to hike in the surrounding Siskiyou 
Mountains, and sampling the bakeshop’s summer lineup of raspberry lemon tarts and mint mojito cold 
brews. Jules and the team are buzzing with excitement when they learn that Andy, Torte’s head barista, has 
been selected to compete in the West Coast Barista Cup.

The prestigious competition draws coffee aficionados from up and down the coast to Ashland. The winner 
will not only claim to be best-in-brew, but also be awarded a hefty cash prize. Andy’s nervous about his 
chances, but Jules is confident that her star barista will shine. However, things take a grim turn when head 
judge Benson Vargas spits out Andy’s first offering, claiming it to be the worst thing to ever touch his lips―
and hours later, is found dead clutching Andy’s creamy latte. Suddenly Torte’s favorite barista becomes the 
number one suspect. There’s no roast for the weary. Jules will have to sleuth out whodunit to clear Andy’s 
name and catch a killer before she ends up with one foot in the grounds.

4 | Pancakes and Corpses (Peridale Cafe Cozy Mystery Book 1) by Agatha Frost
Soon to be divorced Julia South never expected to be caught up in solving a murder, until she discovered 
the body of her cafe’s most awkward customer. With a new smug Detective Inspector in town who 
underestimates her every move, Julia makes it her mission to discover the real murderer, before her village 
friends are dragged into the frame, and more bodies are discovered.

5 | Cherry Pie Or Die (Baker Street Cozy Mysteries Book 1) by CeeCeeJames
A traumatic life event sends Georgie Tanner back to her hometown to start over at thirty-one-years-old 
and a certified hot mess. Gainesville, Pennsylvania is as American as apple pie, steeped in rich Revolutionary 
history, Amish settlements, ghost stories, and colonial manors, and Georgie’s new job as a historical 
tour guide gives her a safe, no pressure place to begin again. Nothing could go wrong in such a sleepy, 
picturesque little town, right?

Her first guided tour of the Three Maidens’ Manor battle site and museum proves her deathly wrong. When 
the power goes out mid-commentary, she has enough to handle keeping everyone calm. Until the power 
returns and she discovers she now has not only six panicked guests, but a mysterious dead guy to deal with.

Which one of them committed murder? And, more importantly, why is she the next target?
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1 | Claws for Alarm: A Cat Café Mystery (Cat Cafe Mystery Series Book 5) by Cate Conte
In Claws for Alarm, the fifth book in Cate Conte’s delightful and cat-filled series, it’s the heart of the busy 
season, and JJ’s House of Purrs is booming—until a killer is let off the leash.

Maddie James has finally given in to her friend Katrina’s pleas to open up her cat cafe to more than ten 
felines: they’re now up to fifteen purring friends. In fact, JJ’s House of Purrs is making such a splash that 
she’s getting national attention. The East Coast Animal Rescue League is quite interested in the cafe, and so 
Maddie accepts a request to meet with Jillian Allen, the executive director. Jillian shows up at the cafe and 
asks Maddie if they can partner on a fundraiser to support the local rescue efforts—and she offers up her 
celebrity endorser and her celebrity cat to sweeten the deal. Maddie, caught up in the prospect, offers up her 
sister Val to help plan the event.

But when Val shows up for a site visit at the venue, she finds Jillian strangled with a fancy cat leash—a piece 
of swag they were intending to use for the fundraiser—leaving Maddie with a lot of questions to answer. Was 
her death a tragic one-off event, or is there something more sinister going on? Maddie has to figure it out 
fast, before anyone else in the rescue community is jeopardized.

2 | Hooked on a Feline (Magical Cats Book 13) by Sofie Kelly
Librarian Kathleen Paulson and her inquisitive cats find themselves in a jam when a musician turns up dead, 
in the newest installment of this New York Times bestselling series.

It’s summer in Mayville Heights, and Kathleen Paulson and her detective boyfriend Marcus, are eager to 
attend the closing concert of the local music festival. The concert is a success, but then one of the band 
members is discovered dead shortly after it. At first it’s assumed the death is a robbery gone wrong, but 
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Kathleen suspects foul play—and she’s certain that she, along with her trusty side-cats, Owen and Hercules, 
can help solve the murder.

Before his death, Kathleen had noticed the victim in the library researching his genealogy, and when she and 
Marcus take a closer look at the man’s family tree, they begin to think a previous death of one of his relatives 
now seems suspicious. The more Kathleen thinks about it, the more this murder feels like it could be an 
encore performance. Kathleen and her cats will need to act fast and be very careful if they want to stay off of 
a killer’s hit list.

3 | The Whole Cat and Caboodle (Second Chance Cat Mystery Book 1) by Sophie Ryan 
Meet secondhand shop owner Sarah Grayson and her rescue cat, Elvis, in the first novel in the New York Times 
bestselling Second Chance Cat Mystery series...

Sarah Grayson is the happy proprietor of Second Chance, a charming shop in the oceanfront town of North 
Harbor, Maine. At the shop, she sells used items that she has lovingly refurbished and repurposed. But her 
favorite pet project so far has been adopting a stray cat she names Elvis.

Elvis has seen nine lives—and then some. The big black cat with a scar across his nose turned up at a local 
bar when the band was playing the King of Rock and Roll’s music and hopped in Sarah’s truck. Since then, 
he’s been her constant companion and the furry favorite of everyone who comes into the store.

But when Sarah’s elderly friend Maddie is found with the body of a dead man in her garden, the kindly old 
lady becomes the prime suspect in the murder. Even Sarah’s old high school flame, investigator Nick Elliot, 
seems convinced that Maddie was up to no good. So it’s up to Sarah and Elvis to clear her friend’s name and 
make sure the real murderer doesn’t get a second chance.

4 | A Killer Read (Ashton Corners Bookclub Book 1) by Erika Chase
For the first meeting of the Ashton Corners Mystery Readers and Cheese Straws Society, six friends gather 
in Molly Matthews’s old Southern mansion-including Lizzie Turner, a reading specialist with a penchant for 
mysteries. But the mystery book club meeting becomes the scene of an actual murder when a stranger 
is shot-and nobody knows who the victim is, or how Molly’ antique gun came to be used as the murder 
weapon.

Then Lizzie begins finding mysterious manuscript chapters in her mailbox. As she and the book club members 
try to read between the lines, Molly surfaces as the next name on the killer’s list...

5 | Till the Cat Lady Sings (Bought-the-Farm Cozy Mystery Book 4) by Ellen Riggs
Are there some mysteries only a clever cat can solve? There’s a handsome new guy at Runaway Farm and 
Keats isn’t happy about the competition. The bossy border collie wants to be Ivy’s one-and-only partner in 
crime-solving. Cats are unwelcome here.

When a curmudgeonly cat-sitter targets Ivy with slanderous claims, however, a curious cat may be exactly 
what’s needed to help sort out the truth from the lies. And when a Clover Grove resident gets their final cut in 
her family’s new salon, Ivy needs all hands—and paws—on deck to defend the Galloway name.

The ginger feline won’t take no for an answer anyway. Not from Ivy, not from Keats. He’s determined to join 
the murder investigation and it turns out there are people to see and places to go that elude even the most 
ambitious canine. Can the furry rivals make peace in time to save Ivy from another stinking murderer in farm 
country?



© 2021 

Cozy Escape
Awards

2021
Category #4 | D O G

1 | Sprinkles and a Situation (Dogs & Donuts) by Emmie Lyn
A donut a day doesn’t keep disasters away. I’m Ellie Hart, and when a dog walking job falls in my lap, it looks 
like my luck has changed. Changed for the worst, that is, when the first thing I do is stumble upon a body.

And the new detective in town happens to be the most eligible bachelor around. And my new boss’s 
grandson. I’ve signed on for way more than I’d ever wanted.

With my job on the line, my black Lab at my side, and donuts in hand, my only choice is to follow the clues. 
But when footprints lead to evidence that doesn’t add up, I kick my natural nosiness into high gear.

My life is a complete mess, but with my new passion for sniffing out clues, I might just solve this dirty whodunit 
before the wrong person is arrested.

Grab yourself a huge helping of this clever new cozy mystery series. You’ll fall in love with Ellie Hart, her dog, 
and the cast of characters who keep her on her toes!

2 | Dog Eat Dog: An Andy Carpenter Mystery (An Andy Carpenter Novel, 23) by David Rosenfelt
Lawyer Andy Carpenter and his golden retriever, Tara, work to free a man who risked it all to help a dog in 
need

Lawyer Andy Carpenter and his wife, Laurie, enjoy walking their dogs, Tara and Sebastian. By this point in their 
marriage, it’s routine. When out for one of their strolls, their simple ritual isn’t so simple anymore. Across the 
street, a man is mistreating his dog. Three things happen at once: Andy yells, Laurie runs to stop the abuse, 
and so does a closer passerby, who so thoroughly beats the owner that both are arrested when the cops 
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arrive.

Andy scoops up the dog and takes him to the Tara Foundation, the dog rescue organization that’s always 
been his true passion. Meanwhile, at the police station, the passerby is identified as Matthew Jantzen, 
and he’s wanted for murder. Andy and Laurie are struck by the fact that Jantzen, a man on the run, would 
nevertheless intervene to help a dog, and decide to find out more.

3 | A Killer Plot (A Books By the Bay Mystery series Book 1) by Ellery Adams
In the small coastal town of Oyster Bay, North Carolina, you’ll find plenty of characters, ne’er-do-wells, and 
even a few celebs trying to duck the paparazzi. But when murder joins this curious community, the Bayside 
Book Writers are there to get the story...

Olivia Limoges is the subject of constant gossip. Ever since she came back to town-a return as mysterious 
as her departure-Olivia has kept to herself, her dog, and her unfinished novel. With a little cajoling from the 
eminently charming writer Camden Ford, she agrees to join the Bayside Book Writers, break her writer’s block, 
and even make a few friends...

But when townspeople start turning up dead with haiku poems left by the bodies, anyone with a flair for 
language is suddenly suspect. And it’s up to Olivia to catch the killer before she meets her own surprise 
ending.

4 | Daisies for Innocence (An Enchanted Garden Mystery Series Book 1) by Bailey Catrell
The Enchanted Garden behind Elliana Allbright’s perfume shop draws people of all ages with its fragrant 
flowers and lush greenery. But when the magical serenity is interrupted, it’s up to Ellie to sniff out a killer.
 
Ellie’s life has blossomed in Poppyville, California, since she opened Scents & Nonsense, a custom-made-
perfume store. Her skills with aromas and botanical essences—some from her very own garden—seem 
almost…supernatural. Her perfumes can evoke emotions,  bring about change, or simply make people happy. 
Customers are flocking to the store to buy her wares or just to sit in her beautiful garden, sip tea and enjoy 
homemade cookies. 
 
But she smells trouble when she learns that her part-time assistant Josie is dating her ex. And before she can 
tell the young woman to beware of his charms, she finds Josie dead in the Enchanted Garden. Now the prime 
suspect in Josie’s murder, Ellie must search for the real culprit in Josie’s past—because it’ll take a miracle to 
nip this problem in the bud....

5 | Murder at the Pet Expo (Wagging Tail Cozy Mystery Book 10) by Cindy Bell
An animal loving sleuth. A shocking murder. Will Nikki, Sonia, and their clever canines track down the 
murderer? Sonia is so excited when her gorgeous Chihuahua, Princess, gets picked to be featured in a dog 
calendar. A famous animal photographer is taking the photos at the pet expo a few towns over. So Nikki, 
Sonia and their lovable pooches go on a special trip. They cannot wait to enjoy the fun outing.

But their plans come to a grinding halt when someone ends up dead. Nikki and Sonia along with their lovable 
pups lend a helping paw to try to solve the murder quickly, so that the calendar photoshoot can go ahead 
and Princess can get her moment in the spotlight. But the victim was not exactly an agreeable person and 
had more foes than friends. Nikki and Sonia try to untangle a web of suspects and clues in order to get to the 
truth.

It’s a race against time to collar the murderer before all the suspects disappear.
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1 | The Attic on Queen Street (Tradd Street Book 7) by Karen White
After the devastating events of the past few months, the last thing Melanie Trenholm wants is to think about the 
future.  Why, when her husband, Jack, has asked for a separation—a separation that might have been her fault?  
Nevertheless, with twin toddlers, a stepdaughter leaving for college soon, a real estate career to resume and a 
historic home that is still being restored, Melanie doesn’t have much time to wonder where it all went wrong—but 
that doesn’t stop her from trying to win her husband back.
 
Their relationship issues are pushed aside, however, when longtime nemesis, Marc Longo, comes to them with a 
proposition:  allow their Tradd Street house to be used as the filming location for the movie adaptation of Marc’s 
bestselling book, and he will help Jack re-establish his stalled writing career. Despite Melanie’s hesitation, Jack 
jumps at the chance.  But Melanie’s doubts soon prove to be well founded when she uncovers ulterior reasons for 
Marc wanting to be back in their house—reasons that include a hidden gem so brilliant that legend links it to the 
most infamous jewel of all, the Hope Diamond.
 
But Melanie has an unexpected ally in protecting the house and its inhabitants—the ghost of a Civil War era girl 
warns her of increasing threats to her family. But she’s not the only spirit who is haunting Melanie.  A malevolent 
ghost seems determined to stop Melanie from investigating the decades-old murder of a friend’s sister, and this 
spirit will stop at nothing to protect its secrets—even from beyond the grave. Melanie and Jack must work together 
to find the answers before evil spirits of past and present destroy everything they love.

2 | Synchronized Sorcery (Witchcraft Mystery Book 11) by Juliet Blackwell
As witch and vintage store owner Lily Ivory steps into her new role as leader of the Bay Area’s magical 
community, she’s faced with a mysterious death of magical proportions...
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Strange things are happening in Lily Ivory’s San Francisco. First, she finds a vintage mermaid costume which 
dates from the 1939 San Francisco’s Treasure Island World’s Fair – and which gives off distinctly peculiar 
vibrations. Next, she stumbles upon a dead man in the office of her predecessor, and as the community’s 
new leader, she feels compelled to track down the culprit. Just when Lily thinks things can’t get any stranger, 
a man appears claiming to be her half-brother, spouting ideas about the mystical prophecy involving San 
Francisco and their family...

When the dead man is linked to the mysterious mermaid costume, and then yet another victim is found on 
Treasure Island, Lily uncovers ties between the long-ago World’s fair and the current murders, and begins to 
wonder whether the killer might be hiding in plain sight. But unless Lily can figure everything out in time, there 
may be yet another body floating in San Francisco Bay.

3 | The Skeleton Haunts a House (Family Skeleton Mystery Book 3) by Leigh Perry
Sid the Skeleton bones up on clues to solve a Haunted House homicide in this mystery from the author of The 
Skeleton Takes a Bow… What holiday could bring more warmth to a skeleton’s chest cavity than Halloween? 
And when you’re a living skeleton who’s not supposed to be seen outside the house, it’s a welcome chance 
to get some fresh air and rub bony elbows with people. That’s why Sid doesn’t mind wearing a full-body dog 
suit and going as Scooby-Doo along with Georgia Thackery’s Velma to the Halloween Howl.

Sid can’t wait to go through the Haunted House—but he gets rattled for real when a genuine dead body 
is discovered. Trapped inside as the police quickly seal off the crime scene, Sid makes no bones about 
dropping the dog suit and posing as an actual skeleton. This murder is a skull-scratcher, but as long as Sid 
is on the inside, he might as well case the joint to figure out who used the cover of darkness to commit the 
perfect crime…

4 | Wicked Wishlists (A Witch’s Thrift Shop Book 3) by Astoria Wright
When ordinary Alice Adelcraft met wizard Sebastian (Baz) Delvaux, he nearly hexed her for wandering into 
Magic Row. But, now that she’s pretending to be a witch, Alice has gotten to know him and the rest of the 
magical community. She’s even starting to like Baz, maybe more than she should considering he’s engaged 
to a witch from a prominent magical family. Rich and powerful wizards like Baz live in their own social circles, 
but he’s shown himself to be different. That’s why she can’t believe it when he is accused of murdering his 
uncle for his fortune. Can she prove his innocence without exposing her lack of magic? Or will she discover 
that on Magic Row, secrets are everywhere?

5 | Spelling the Tea: A Magical Tea Room Mystery (The Magical Tea Room Mysteries Book 1) by Erin Johnson 
Welcome to the coziest, vampire-owned tea room in Bath! It’s steeped in magic and mystery. You’re 
supposed to support your guy, right? Even if it means moving away from the watery source of your witchy 
magic and suffering through five years of writer’s block? Minnie Wells thought so, until her soon-to-be-ex left 
her high and dry for another woman. Now, she’s back in Bath, with the magic of the town’s enchanted springs 
flowing through her veins, ready to explore her newbie witch powers and pen her novel. Bath inspired her 
favorite writer Jane Austen, after all. Why wouldn’t it work for her?

Only catch is, once the divorce is final, Minnie will be deported back to the US (and she’ll lose her powers 
all over again) unless she can convince the haughty (and handsome) vampire owner of a struggling tea 
room to hire her. As if her cup didn’t already runneth over with trouble, an employee drops dead during her 
interview. Now Minnie’s got to solve the murder to clear the cafe’s name, while figuring out a way to bring in 
more customers. With the help of her vampire roommate and black cat familiar, she’s hot on the killer’s trail. 
But when the murderer sets Minnie in their sights, she’ll have to tap into her own inner strength (and magic) 
to save herself, and bring the killer to justice.
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1 | Knot Ready for Murder (A Quilting Mystery Book 9) by Mary Marks
The ninth installment in the hit Quilting Mystery series by Mary Marks finds sleuth Martha searching for her 
fiancé’s ex-wife.

One loose thread threatens to unravel Martha’s wedding plans: the groom-to-be married a pregnant teen to 
save her from scandal thirty years ago—and the marriage was never annulled. Now Crusher’s wife Hadas is 
coming to LA, along with his sister Fanya. But soon after she arrives, their houseguest goes missing, with her 
room ransacked and a chloroform-soaked cloth left behind. Could her apparent abduction be connected to 
her brother’s unsolved death from a hit-and-run six months ago? Martha and her quilting cohorts must find 
the pattern to solve the twin mysteries and determine if Crusher is still married—or now a widower . . .
 
Praise for Mary Marks and Knot of this World

2 | One for the Hooks: A Crochet Mystery by Betty Hechtman
These are the dog days of August, but you won’t catch the Tarzana Hookers crochet club napping. While 
Molly Pink knits together an idea for a new project, Miami Wilson busily converts a house she inherited into 
a rental property. But Miami is left shorthanded when Sloan Renner, the woman helping her clean out the 
house ends up dead under a pile of smelly seafood.

A large drone had flown over the property discarding mollusk shells all over the backyard. Was it an 
accident? An ill-fated prank by neighbors up in arms about a rental house in their cul-de-sac? Witnesses 
clam up when Molly’s ex, homicide detective Barry Greenberg, tries to get information, but he thinks Molly 
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may be able to get them to open up to her.

When Molly learns about Sloan’s seafood allergy, she suspects that the woman’s death was no accident. Can 
she bait the hook to catch the culprit, or will the killer keep raising shell?

3 | Sew Deadly (A Southern Sewing Circle Mystery Book 1) by Elizabeth Lynn Casey
Ever since she moved to Sweet Briar, South Carolina, Yankee librarian Tori Sinclair has been the talk of the 
tiny town. But she’s been so busy at work, winning over the sewing circle, and trying to forget her cheating 
ex that she hasn’t even had time to baste together a pillow, let alone mind local gossip. Then she finds the 
hometown sweetheart dead at her back door...

Everyone believes the police investigator, who’s just fixin’ to link Tori to the murder in a love triangle gone bad. 
To clear her name, Tori will have to rely on her new sewing sisters and stitch together the truth- or be darned.

4 | Murder, She Knit (A Knit and Nibble Mystery Book 1) by Peggy Erhart
Since her only daughter left for college, widow Pamela Paterson has kept busy as associate editor of a craft 
magazine and founder of the Knit and Nibble knitting club in quaint Arborville, New Jersey. Now, she’s trying 
out a new hobby—solving murders!
 
Pamela is hosting the next Knit and Nibble meeting and can’t wait to liven up her otherwise empty home with 
colorful yarn, baking, and a little harmless gossip. She even recruits Amy Morgan, an old friend who recently 
moved to town, as the group’s newest member. But on the night of the gathering, Amy doesn’t show. Not 
until Pamela finds the woman dead outside—a knitting needle stabbed through the front of her handmade 
sweater . . .
 
Someone committed murder before taking off with Amy’s knitting bag, and Pamela realizes that only she can 
spot the deadly details hidden in mysterious skeins. But when another murder occurs, naming the culprit—
and living to spin the tale—will be more difficult than Pamela ever imagined . . .

5 | Assault and Batting (The Taylor Quinn Quilt Shop Mysteries Book 1) by Tess Rothery
A fatal accident. Sisters suspecting murder. Can they unravel a tangled thread of clues before the killer 
strikes again?

Taylor Quinn loves her goofy boyfriend and her job in the city. But when her mother is killed, she rushes home 
to take over the family’s small-town quilt shop.  Discovering her young sister blames herself for their mom’s 
death, her whole world begins to unravel. Desperate to help her sister, Taylor vows to prove everyone’s 
innocence.

In way over her head, Taylor’s investigation pulls a thread of shifty suspects, a tight knot of envy, and a 
patchwork of gossip. But as she stitches the evidence together, she unwittingly reels in the killer’s attention…

Can Taylor sew up the case before everything comes apart at the seams?
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1 | Punch Pastries + Poison (A Cape Bay Cafe Mystery Book 10) by Harper Lin
Fran throws Matt a birthday party at the cafe and invites all of Cape Bay to attend. Halfway into the party, 
many of the guests become sick, and some end up in the ER.

Fran fears the cause was food poisoning, but Detective Mike Stanton informs her that it was actual poison—
someone at the party intentionally poisoned the pastries or punch.

Did the perp mean to target one person or to hurt as many people as possible? Did they want to shut down 
the cafe and destroy her business? Was it someone she knew or a sick stranger? Whoever it was, Fran had 
likely met the culprit at her party. And that makes her shudder.

When another partygoer ends up dead days later, Fran is on high alert. She must find the murderer before 
anyone else gets hurt.

2 | Decaf Deceit (Comics and Coffee Case Files Book 4) by Christine Zane Thomas
Grounds for murder… At Kapow Koffee, business is brewing with cats, comic books, and triple iced upside-
down caramel macchiatos. Oh, and there’s a dapple dachshund in the mix too.

Turns out, being a successful entrepreneur is exhausting! Owner Kirby Jackson is in desperate need of a 
break from routine.

Part of that routine includes serving his favorite patron Detective Felicia Strong every morning.
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But Kirby’s positive that she’s dating the wrong guy.

When Kirby and Felicia stumble upon the body of a local PI who met his bitter end on the sandy shores of 
Gaiman Island, they’ll have to work together to solve the rabbit hole of a mystery. Will the case bring them 
closer or further apart?

3 | One What Grounds (Coffeehouse Mystery Book 1) by Cleo Coyle
Clare Cosi used to manage New York City’s historic Village Blend coffeehouse, until she opted for quieter 
pastures and a more suburban life. But after ten years away she’s back in action and back to the grind, 
serving up steaming hot caffeine one cup at a time.

With a sprawling rent-free apartment directly above the coffeehouse, her cat Java by her side, and plenty of 
redecorating ideas, Clare is thrilled to return to work—until she discovers the assistant manager dead in the 
back of the store, coffee grounds strewn everywhere.

NYPD Detective Mike Quinn finds no sign of forced entry or foul play and deems the whole thing an accident. 
But despite the attractive investigator’s certainty, Clare isn’t convinced. Now, if she wants to get to the bottom 
of things she’ll have to do some sleuthing of her own—before anyone else ends up in hot water...

4 | A Scone To Die For (Oxford Tearoom Mysteries ~ Book 1) by HY Hanna
When an American tourist is murdered with a scone in her quaint English tearoom, Gemma must solve the 
mystery with the help of the four nosy Old Biddies and a mischievous little tabby cat named Muesli. Armed 
with her insider knowledge of Oxford University, she sets out to investigate and finds herself apron-deep in 
a case involving long-buried secrets from the past. But between her bossy, matchmaking mother and the 
return of her old college flame as the handsome CID detective leading the investigation, Gemma soon has 
her hands full and her head spinning... and that’s before her tearoom ends up in the papers for all the wrong 
reasons!

Murder is bad for business, especially when customers think your scones are more deadly than delicious. 
With the body count rising and her tearoom going bust, can Gemma find the killer before things turn to 
custard?

5 | Espresso and Evil (Peridale Cafe Cozy Mystery Book 6) by Agatha Frost
When a coffee shop opens in the village, Julia is surprised when her customers flock to the new business, 
leaving her café almost empty. A failed protest against the corporate chain store leaves Julia wondering if 
her cafe can survive, but she suddenly has bigger fish to fry when the owner of the coffee shop is poisoned, 
and she is framed for his murder.

As Julia attempts to clear her name, she is stopped in her tracks when an unwanted familiar face arrives in 
Peridale. Her past and present crash together, threatening to jeopardise her blossoming relationship with 
Barker. Julia’s history is back to haunt her, and she is forced to deal with the consequences of her actions 
before its too late. Somebody is trying to frame Julia for her rival’s murder, but can she juggle her most 
challenging case yet with her complicated love life before she loses more than just her café?

Book 6 in the Peridale Cafe Cozy Mystery series! Can be read as a standalone but will be enjoyed more as 
part of the series. A light, cozy mystery read with a cat-loving and cafe-owning amateur female sleuth, in a 
small English village setting with quirky characters. Written in British English. No cliffhanger, swearing, gore or 
graphic scenes! Contains mild peril.
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1 | Killer Research (A Library Lover’s Mystery Book 12) by Jenn McKinlay
Spring is livening up Briar Creek after a long, cold winter, and newlyweds Lindsey and 
Sully could not be happier. Even though the upcoming mayoral election is getting 
heated, everything else in town is coming up daffodils...until a body is found.

Ms. Cole, a librarian and current candidate for town mayor, is shocked when she opens her trunk to discover 
a murder victim who just so happens to be a guy she dated forty years ago and the founder of the baking 
empire Nana’s Cookies. As the town gossip mill turns, a batch of rumors begins to circulate about Ms. Cole’s 
rebellious youth, which--along with being a murder suspect--threatens to ruin her life and her budding 
political career. But Ms. Cole is one tough cookie who will not go down without a fight.

Has the campaign for mayor turned deadly? It is up to Lindsey, Sully, and the rest of the crafternoon pals to 
see how the cookie crumbles and figure out who is trying to frame Ms. Cole for murder and why.

2 | A Deadly Chapter: A Castle Bookshop Mystery by Essie Lang
Wake up on a houseboat, moored in scenic Alexandria Bay, New York. Ride the gentle waves to work at quaint 
Bayside Books, where you spend your days supplying literature and conversation to the charming locals 
and seasonal tourists. Sounds pleasant, doesn’t it? Except bookseller Shelby Cox has already sleuthed two 
murders from Bayside Books’s home base on Blye Island, one of New York State’s famed Thousand Islands. 
And this time, mayhem knocks right on Shelby’s waterside door when she finds a body lodged between the 
side of her houseboat and the dock, his skull shattered.

The victim is no local, but Shelby can’t shake the feeling she’s seen him before. Twice, in fact--that’s how 
many times he’s dropped into Bayside Books asking about an enigmatic woman who lived on Blye Island 
many years before. The last time? The day before he was found. But the poor man obviously was killed 
elsewhere, so who brought him down to the bay, and why?
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When the victim’s daughter hits town demanding answers, Shelby takes the case, despite Police Chief Tekla 
Stone’s usual reservations. But she uncovers more suspects than there are pages in War and Peace, and 
Shelby can expect no peace--except the peace of the grave--unless she can turn the page on this grisly 
mystery.

3 | Crime and Poetry (Magical Bookshop Mystery Book 1) by Amanda Flower
Rushing home to sit by her ailing grandmother’s bedside, Violet Waverly is shocked to find Grandma Daisy 
the picture of perfect health. Violet doesn’t need to read between the lines: her grandma wants Violet back 
home and working in her magical store, Charming Books. It’s where the perfect book tends to fly off the shelf 
and pick you...

Violet has every intention to hightail it back to Chicago, but then a dead man is discovered clutching a 
volume of Emily Dickinson’s poems from Grandma Daisy’s shop. The victim is Benedict Raisin, who recently 
put Grandma Daisy in his will, making her a prime suspect. Now, with the help of a tuxedo cat named 
Emerson, Violet will have to find a killer to keep Grandma from getting booked for good...

4 | A Deadly Edition (Blue Ridge Library Mysteries Book 5) by Victoria Gilbert
The pursuit to acquire a rare illustrated book turns deadly, and on the eve of her upcoming wedding, library 
director Amy Webber is drawn into a web of treachery and betrayal that could derail her happy day--and 
maybe just claim her life.

Planning a wedding can be murder--sometimes literally. At a party celebrating their upcoming nuptials, 
Taylorsford, Virginia library director Amy Webber and her fiancé Richard Muir discover the body of art dealer 
Oscar Selvaggio--a bitter rival of their host, Kurt Kendrick.

Both had been in a heated battle to purchase a rare illustrated volume created by William Morris’s Kelmscott 
Press, so suspicion immediately falls upon Kurt. Amy knows that Kurt has a closet-full of skeletons from his 
past--but she can’t believe he’s guilty of murder.

Amidst an avalanche of wedding preparations, Amy begins an investigation with the help of her aunt Lydia 
Talbot and the new mayor of Taylorsford, Sunshine “Sunny” Fields. Much to Lydia’s
dismay, her boyfriend, art expert Hugh Chen, becomes convinced of Kurt’s guilt and launches an 
investigation of his own. As the case hits painfully close to home, the stakes become impossibly high--and 
the danger all too real.

5 | Murder by the Book (A Beyond the Page Bookstore Mystery 1) by Lauren Elliot
Addie Greyborne loved working with rare books at the Boston Public Library—she even got to play detective, 
tracking down clues about mysterious old volumes. But she didn’t expect her sleuthing skills to come in so 
handy in a little seaside town . . .
 
Addie left some painful memories behind in the big city, including the unsolved murder of her fiancé and her 
father’s fatal car accident. After an unexpected inheritance from a great aunt, she’s moved to a small New 
England town founded by her ancestors back in colonial times—and living in spacious Greyborne Manor, on 
a hilltop overlooking the harbor. Best of all, her aunt also left her countless first editions and other treasures—
providing an inventory to start her own store.
 
But there’s trouble from day one, and not just from the grumpy woman who runs the bakery next door. A car 
nearly runs Addie down. Someone steals a copy of Alice in Wonderland. Then, Addie’s friend Serena, who 
owns a nearby tea shop, is arrested—for killing another local merchant. The police seem pretty sure they’ve 
got the story in hand, but Addie’s not going to let them close the book on this case without a fight . . .
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1 | Yews with Caution (Flower Shop Mystery Book 19) by Kate Collins
It’s April in New Chapel, and Abby and her husband, Marco, are off to buy shrubs for their new house. But 
the owner of the local landscaping company is nowhere to be found. Abby’s best friend, Nikki, meanwhile, 
believes she unwittingly helped a group of her hospital coworkers conspire to kill the man.

After the police get involved, Nikki becomes a suspect. Abby digs deeper for clues to save her friend only to 
discover bushels of folks bearing a deep-rooted hatred for the two-faced business owner. Marco attempts 
to help Abby with the case but soon falls critically ill. Now Abby must find the real culprit on her own before 
everything goes to pot…

2 | Murder in a Scottish Garden (A Scottish Shire Mystery Book 2) by Traci Hall
In the charming Scottish shire of Nairn,sweater shop owner Paislee Shaw must root out a garden variety killer. 
 
Paislee’s custom sweater and yarn business, Cashmere Crush, is the sole support for not only the single mum 
and her ten-year-old son Brody, but also her eccentric Gramps and Wallace, their black Scottish terrier.So 
when her landlord, Shawn Marcus, serves her an eviction notice and then pulls a disappearing act, she’ll go 
to any lengths to find the man and reason with him.
 
Shawn is heir to the Leery Estate, which Brody’s class will be visiting on a field trip. So Paislee volunteers to 
chaperone in the hopes of tracking down Shawn and killing two birds with one stone. Unfortunately, the only 
one killed is a man Paislee sees falling out of the hedges after being shot. It’s not her missing landlord, but 
Lady Leery’s nephew, Charles Thomson. Gruff DI Mack Zeffer is on the case, but Paislee also has a stake in 
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flushing out the shooter. With suspects sprouting up like weeds, Paislee may need to hedge her bets until she 
can determine who is trying to lead her down the garden path . . .

3 | Thistles and the Unthinkable (Port Danby Mystery Book 16) by London Lovett
It’s wedding week in Port Danby! Lacey is busy helping Lola get ready for the big day. Nerves, tensions, and 
jitters are in the air. And so are parents, literally. Everyone is arriving soon in the small town to help Ryder and 
Lola celebrate their nuptials. All is running smoothly until a member of the wedding band winds up dead. 
Now, Lola needs to look for another band and Lacey must toss aside some of the wedding preparations for a 
murder investigation.

4 | Flowers and Foul Play (A Magic Garden Mystery Book 1) by Amanda Flower
Reeling from the loss of her fiancé and flower shop, Fiona Knox is surprised to find that her newfound 
inheritance—her late grandfather’s magical estate—comes with a murder mystery too

Florist Fiona Knox’s life isn’t smelling so sweet these days. Her fiancé left her for their cake decorator. Then, her 
flower shop wilted after a chain florist opened next door. So when her godfather, Ian MacCallister, leaves her 
a cottage in Scotland, Fiona jumps on the next plane to Edinburgh. Ian, after all, is the one who taught her to 
love flowers. But when Ian’s elderly caretaker Hamish MacGregor shows her to the cottage upon her arrival, 
she finds the once resplendent grounds of Duncreigan in a dreadful shambles—with a dead body in the 
garden.

Minutes into her arrival, Fiona is already being questioned by the handsome Chief Inspector Neil Craig and 
getting her passport seized. But it’s Craig’s fixation on Uncle Ian’s loyal caretaker, Hamish, as a prime suspect, 
that really makes her worried. As Fiona strolls the town, she quickly realizes there are a whole bouquet of 
suspects much more likely to have killed Alastair Croft, the dead lawyer who seems to have had more 
enemies than friends.

5 | Gardenias and a Grave Mistake (Diana Flowers Floriculture Mysteries Book 1) by Ruby Loren
Flowers, favours, and a cake with a body in it… what a way to start a wedding! Diana already regrets saying 
yes to her neighbour’s ridiculous wedding flower demands, but when she discovers a body in the middle of 
the multi-tiered centrepiece… it’s really taking the cake!

The man in the cake has been murdered. Diana suspects that one of her neighbours may be the killer. And 
she already knows that some of them are keeping skeletons in their closets. Sometimes literally.

Murder would send most people running for the hills, but Diana has a blossoming business to think about.

She needs to get to the bottom of her neighbourhood’s dark past, or her new cut flower business could suffer 
a blight! You’ll love this funny British cozy series with its floral inspiration, because everyone loves a fierce 
female sleuth with a nose for a mystery.
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1 | Death by Flamenco: An Easter Murder in Seville by Jennifer S. Alderson
When a renowned travel writer is killed during a flamenco workshop, tour guide Lana Hansen is one of the 
Spanish police’s prime suspects. Can she sleuth out the killer’s true identity and dance her way out of a jail 
sentence before her group’s tour to Seville is over?

The Travel Can Be Murder Cozy Mysteries are heartwarming stories about making friends, traveling, and 
celebrating new experiences. Join tour guide Lana Hansen as she leads tourists and readers to fascinating 
cities around the globe on intriguing adventures that often turn deadly.

2 | SKELETON IN SCOTLAND: A World Traveler Cozy by Carolyn L. Dean 
A sudden trip abroad. Another tangled mystery. A missing woman. A tangle of lies. A trail that leads to a 
hidden life.

When her boss’ friend is suddenly missing in Scotland, Jennifer Peetman is hot on the trail! With her French 
bulldog companion, Orly, she goes from her cozy home in Cornwall to the wilds of coastal Scotland, trying to 
track down the truth. The more she digs, the more lies and twists she finds.

Is it just a fluke that she’s the only one who seems to be interested in what happened to the missing woman? 
Or is it a cover-up for murder?

3 | A Crime of Passion Fruit (A Bakeshop Mystery Series Book 6) by Ellie Alexander
Torte--everybody’s favorite small-town family bakeshop--is headed for the high seas, where murder is 
about to make a splash. . . 
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Jules Capshaw is trying to keep her cool as Torte gets set to make its transformation from quaint, local 
confectionary café to royal pastry palace. Meanwhile, Jules’s estranged husband Carlos is making a 
desperate plea for her to come aboard his cruise ship and dazzle everyone with her signature sweets. She 
may be skeptical about returning to her former nautical life with Carlos but Jules can’t resist an all-expense-
paid trip, either. If only she knew that a dead body would find its way onto the itinerary...

Now, instead of enjoying tropical drinks on deck between whipping up batches of sea-salted chocolates 
and flambéing fresh pineapple slices in the kitchen, Jules is plunged into dangerous waters. Her investigation 
leaves her with more questions than answers: Why can’t anyone on board identify the young woman? And 
how can she help Carlos keep passengers at ease with a killer in their midst? Jules feels like she’s ready to 
jump ship. Can she solve this case without getting in too deep?

4 | Title Wave (A Booktown Mystery Series Book 10) by Lorna Barrett
While her bookstore, Haven’t Got a Clue, is rebuilt following a devastating fire, Tricia Miles and her sister, 
Angelica, decide to book a cruise for some much needed R & R. Naturally they choose a mystery lovers 
cruise, where they can ponder whodunit in deck chairs while sipping colorful drinks and soaking up some 
rays.

But the fun is cut short when a fellow passenger is murdered for real. Is the killer a famous mystery author, 
one of her fans, or a member of the ship’s crew? As Tricia tries to find the killer before they reach port, she 
may be cruising for a bruising...

5 | Exposed in Edinburgh: A Travel Cozy Mystery (The House Sitters Cozy Mysteries Book 1) by Scarlett Moss
They’ve turned in their badges. But when their Scottish adventure is dampened by a blackmailer, will they 
step up and save the day?

Joan and Alen Arny can’t wait to trade everyday life for the exotic. And after retiring from their work in the 
sheriff’s office, they happily fly from their Texas home to the land of kilts and bagpipes. But before they can 
explore the city, their newest neighbor begs them to quash the scandalous secret that has his tartan in a 
twist.

Without access to any of their usual resources, the Arnys have to wrack their minds for ways to squeeze 
villain-hunting onto their bucket list. But when they alternate local cooking classes and sightseeing with on-
the-side sleuthing, they’re followed by a mysterious stranger…who suddenly turns up dead.

Can the ex-pat American couple crack the case in a country where even the English language is 
inscrutable?
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1 | Jane Darrowfield, Professional Busybody by Barbara Ross
Jane Darrowfield is a year into her retirement, and she’s already traveled and planted a garden. She’s 
organized her photos, her recipes, and her spices.  The statistics suggest she has at least a few more 
decades ahead of her, so she better find something to do . . .
 
After Jane helps a friend with a sticky personal problem, word starts to spread around her bridge club—and 
then around all of West Cambridge, Massachusetts—that she’s the go-to girl for situations that need discreet 
fixing. Soon she has her first paid assignment—the director of a 55-and-over condo community needs 
her to de-escalate hostilities among the residents. As Jane discovers after moving in for her undercover 
assignment, the mature set can be as immature as any high schoolers, and war is breaking out between 
cliques.
 
It seems she might make some progress—until one of the aging “popular kids” is bludgeoned to death with a 
golf club. And though the automatic sprinklers have washed away much of the evidence, Jane’s on course to 
find out whodunit . . .

2 | Arsenic + Adobo by Mia P Mansala
When Lila Macapagal moves back home to recover from a horrible breakup, her life seems to be following all 
the typical rom-com tropes. She’s tasked with saving her Tita Rosie’s failing restaurant, and she has to deal 
with a group of matchmaking aunties who shower her with love and judgment. But when a notoriously nasty 
food critic (who happens to be her ex-boyfriend) drops dead moments after a confrontation with Lila, her life 
quickly swerves from a Nora Ephron romp to an Agatha Christie case.
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With the cops treating her like she’s the one and only suspect, and the shady landlord looking to finally 
kick the Macapagal family out and resell the storefront, Lila’s left with no choice but to conduct her own 
investigation. Armed with the nosy auntie network, her barista best bud, and her trusted Dachshund, 
Longanisa, Lila takes on this tasty, twisted case and soon finds her own neck on the chopping block…

3 | The Cider Shop Rules (Cider Shop Mystery Series Book 3) by Julie Anne Lindsey
The Fall Festival is in full swing. Civil War reenactors from three counties are partaking in Blossom Valley’s 
tribute to John Brown. Blue Ridge Mountain foliage is in full bloom. And best of all is Jacob Potter’s pumpkin 
farm where his hay rides, piglet races, pumpkin picking and corn maze are time-honored draws for locals 
and tourists alike. That’s why it’s such a shock when Mr. Potter is found dead, hidden under a tarp in the back 
of Winnie’s pickup truck. This certainly betrays Potter’s reputation as one of the town’s most popular citizens. 
Fortunately, when it comes to solving a murder, no one has a patch on Winnie. Now, all eyes are on her to do 
it. Unfortunately, that includes those of the killer who’ll do anything to keep an orchard full of secrets buried.

4 | Pride and Premeditation (A Jane Austen Murder Mystery Book 1) by Tirzah Price
When a scandalous murder shocks London high society, seventeen-year-old aspiring lawyer Lizzie Bennet 
seizes the opportunity to prove herself, despite the interference of Mr. Fitzwilliam Darcy, the stern young heir 
to the prestigious firm Pemberley Associates.

Convinced the authorities have imprisoned the wrong person, Lizzie vows to solve the murder on her own. 
But as the case—and her feelings for Darcy—become more complicated, Lizzie discovers that her dream job 
could make her happy, but it might also get her killed.

5 | Tall Tails Secret Book Club (The Secret Library Cozy Mysteries 1) by CeeCee James
Looking for a mystery that makes you feel good even as it leads you through a ton of clues? A mysterious 
mansion, a suspicious death, and a cat too smart for its own good…

When Laura Lee took the summer job as a housekeeper at the old Thornberry Estate, she knew it was a 
creepy place, but she had no idea how creepy. Mrs. Fitzwater warned her to keep her mind on her work and 
her nose in her own business, but one thing after another leads her astray, between the manor giving up 
its puzzles as she goes about her work, fun secrets to share with the clever ladies in her book club who are 
always up for a mystery, and a cat that seems to know more than she does.

The death of a chauffeur just outside the estate gates changes everything and suddenly creepy turns to 
deadly as Laura Lee finds herself in the middle of a murder investigation. When the police seem unable to 
solve the crime, can Laura Lee and her intrepid club find the killer before the killer finds Laura Lee?
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1 | Dying for a Double (Laurel McKay Mysteries Book 8) by Cindy Sample
Heads turn when Laurel McKay Hunter gets a gig as an extra in a movie filming near her home. Why? Laurel’s 
a dead ringer for the female lead. The next day the actress vanishes from the set.

The frantic director recruits Laurel to double for the missing woman while she uses her off-screen 
investigative talents to search for her. Despite having zero acting experience, Laurel reluctantly steps in. Then 
she stumbles over a dead body on the set. Is the murder connected to the actress’s disappearance?

Laurel chases clues as the action moves from the historic Gold Country to sun-kissed Malibu beaches to the 
glamorous and sometimes seedy Hollywood scene. The intrepid detective quickly discovers all that glitters is 
not gold. Can she find the actress and catch a killer before it’s too late? Or will her final role be playing dead?

2 | Killer Surprise: A Deadline Cozy Mystery by Sonia Parin
After several delays, postponements and reschedules, Eve’s parents are finally coming for a belated 
Christmas lunch and Eve is determined to give them a perfect Christmas feast. Everything is set for the family 
reunion at Eve’s Seabreeze Inn and she has everyone organized. Or, so she thinks.

When Detective Jack Bradford knocks on her door, Eve immediately goes into denial. There’s been a death 
on the island and she might be indirectly involved. Despite her reluctance to snoop around, Jack trusts her 
instincts. The more she learns, the more she realizes the truth could be staring her in the face.

3 | Mysterious Merchandise (Witch’s Thrift shop Mystery Book 1) by Astoria Wright
Black Cats, Magic Lamps, Witches, and Thrift Shops: What more could you want in a cozy?

When Alice Adelcraft follows a black cat down an alleyway, she finds a street that wasn’t there yesterday. 
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The sign reads “Magic Row,” and the stores have names like “Spellbinders” and “A Witch’s Thrift Shop.” Most 
intriguing (and terrifying!) of all is the dead body Alice finds behind a dumpster. She’s seen enough of the 
world to know that if she doesn’t stand up for the teen wizard orphan accused of the murder, no one will help 
prove his innocence. But, stepping into the Magic Row community means posing as a witch, and being found 
out means facing a hex so terrible only a rare person would risk it. Will Alice’s choice become the biggest 
mistake of her life or the best discovery of her lifetime?

4 | Andorra Pett and the Oort Cloud Cafe (Andorra Pett Series Book 1) by Richard Dee
Andorra Pett has left her old life behind. But has she only swapped one set of problems for another? Running 
a café on a space station seemed like a good idea at the time, then the bodies started turning up.

Andorra’s on the rebound. Her only thought is to get as far away from her cheating ex as possible. With her 
best friend Cy in tow, she takes a job running a diner on a mining station, it just happens to be orbiting Saturn.

Surely running a café couldn’t be that hard - even though Andorra is accident-prone and can’t make toast 
without a recipe and a video. What could possibly go wrong on a space station?

As well as the bodies, her new home is full of secrets and there are plenty of dubious characters to contend 
with.

While learning to bake and get used to life in space, Andorra has a murderer to catch!

5 | The Sweet Scent of Death (The Jill Cooksey Mysteries Book 1) by Leslie St. James
In the hilarious, award-winning, romantic mystery The Sweet Scent of Death, PR account executive and 
transplanted Southerner Jill Cooksey is trying to launch a new fragrance for her client and prove to herself 
and everyone around her that she’s not a complete failure. Otherwise, she’s heading home to Virginia. 

After a glamorous launch event in New York’s Central Park, a young starlet turns up dead behind the Waldorf 
Astoria Hotel, throwing the PR campaign into jeopardy and Jill into a waking nightmare. To save a friend 
(who may or may not be guilty), appease her client (who happens to be in love with her friend), and keep 
her career (so she can pay the rent), Jill must stop a killer while turning around a public relations disaster. 
In over her head, Jill enlists the help of her network of friends in the PR business (a.k.a. her PR Posse) and a 
cop-turned-reporter she’s not sure she can trust (but to whom she can’t say no). Together they stalk the 
killer through Manhattan, Queens, and the Bronx, all the while encountering gun-toting gypsy cab drivers, 
psychotic society reporters, and obsessive-compulsive late-night TV hosts. 

From the Cathedral of St. John the Divine to the seediest strip club in the outer boroughs, Jill tries to piece 
together the truth while keeping herself alive and her client happy. Fans of Janet Evanovich, Penny Reid, Zara 
Keane, and Jana Deleon will fall in love with Jill Cooksey and her hysterical adventures!
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1 | Tart of Darkness by Denise Swanson
Right when Dani thinks she’s hit a dead-end in her career, she unexpectedly inherits an enormous empty 
mansion in a quaint college town. This gives her the perfect opportunity to pursue her true passion—cooking! 
So Dani opens Chef-to-Go, preparing delicious, ready-made meals for hungry students attending the 
nearby university, as well as providing personal chef services and catering events for the local community. 
To help support her new business, she opens her home to a few students, renting them rooms and becoming 
almost like a big sister figure in their lives.

But Dani’s sweet new life has a measure of darkness in it: when the friend of one of her boarders is murdered, 
Dani becomes a primary suspect! She’ll have to scramble to clear her name, solve this culinary mystery, and 
save her business before the killer reappears—perhaps to silence the new chef forever.

2 | Kitty Confidential by Molly Fitz
This talking cat has a murder to solve... But will his new human agree to play Watson to his Sherlock?

I was just your normal twenty-something with seven associate degrees and no idea what I wanted to do with 
my life. That is, until I died… Well, almost. As if a near-death experience at the hands of an old coffeemaker 
wasn’t embarrassing enough, I woke up to find I could talk to animals. Or rather one animal in particular.

His full name is Octavius Maxwell Ricardo Edmund Frederick Fulton, but since that’s way too long for anyone 
to remember, I’ve taken to calling him Octo-Cat. He talks so fast he can be difficult to understand, but seems 
to be telling me that his late owner didn’t die of natural causes like everyone believes.

Well, now it looks like I no longer have a choice, apparently my life calling is to serve as Blueberry Bay’s first 
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ever pet whisperer P.I while maintaining my façade as a paralegal at the offices of Fulton, Thompson & 
Associates.

I just have one question: How did Dr. Dolittle make this gig look so easy?
3 | Apple Cider Slaying (A Cider Shop Mystery Book 1) by Julie Anne Lindsey
Apples are at the core of the family business run by Winona Mae Montgomery and her Granny Smythe. But 
this year’s crop is unseasonably ripe with murder . . .
ONE ROTTEN APPLE
 
Blossom Valley, West Virginia, is home to Smythe Orchards, Winnie and her Granny’s beloved twenty-five-
acre farm and family business. But any way you slice it, it’s struggling. That’s why they’re trying to drum up 
business with the “First Annual Christmas at the Orchard,” a good old-fashioned holiday festival with enough 
delicious draw to satisfy apple-picking locals and cider-loving tourists alike—until the whole endeavor takes 
a sour turn when the body of Nadine Cooper, Granny’s long-time, grudge-holding nemesis, is found lodged 
in the apple press. Now, with Granny the number one suspect, Winnie is hard-pressed to prove her innocence 
before the real killer delivers another murder . . .

4 | A Study in Murder (A Victorian Book Club Mystery Book 1) by Callie Hutton
A mystery author is charged with murder--and the plot thickens faster than anyone can turn the pages--
in USA Today bestselling author Callie Hutton’s new series debut, perfect for fans of Rhys Bowen and Ellery 
Adams.

Bath, England, 1890. Mystery author Lady Amy Lovell receives an anonymous letter containing shocking news: 
her fiancé, Mr. Ronald St. Vincent, has been dabbling in something illegal, which causes her to promptly break 
their engagement.

Two evenings later, as Lady Amy awaits a visit from Lord William Wethington, fellow member of the Bath 
Mystery Book Club, her former fiancé makes an unexpected and most unwelcome appearance at her house. 
She promptly sends him to the library to cool his heels but later discovers the room seemingly empty--until 
she stumbles upon a dead Mr. St. Vincent with a knife in his chest.

Lord Wethington arrives to find Lady Amy screaming and sends for the police, but the Bobbies immediately 
assume that she is the killer. Desperate to clear her name, Lady Amy and Lord Wethington launch their 
own investigation--and stir up a hornet’s nest of suspects, from the gardener who served time in prison for 
murder to a vengeful woman who was spurned by St. Vincent before he proposed to Lady Amy.

Can they close the book on the case before the real killer gets away with murder?

5 | Murder, She Barked: A Paws & Claws Mystery by Krista Davis
The Sugar Maple Inn in Wagtail, Virginia, is the country’s premiere vacation hot spot for pet owners who can’t 
bear to leave their furry friends behind. But this tourist town smells trouble when a killer goes on the prowl...

Holly Miller’s life has gone to the dogs. She has no job, her boyfriend’s former flame is sniffing around, and 
a scruffy but loveable Jack Russell Terrier is scattering crumbs all over her borrowed car. Just when she 
thought things couldn’t get worse, a troubling phone call about her grandmother sends her rushing home to 
the family inn on Wagtail Mountain.

The staff—and a frisky Calico kitten named Twinkletoes—adopts Holly and her new dog on arrival.  But 
someone in this friendly town is bad to the bone. One of the employees at the inn has been killed in a hit-
and-run accident—which is looking anything but accidental. Now Holly and her furry companions will have to 
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1 | Fatal Fried Rice: A Noodle Shop Mystery by Vivien Chien
Lana Lee runs her family’s Chinese restaurant in Cleveland’s Asia Village like nobody’s business. When it 
comes to actual cooking, however, she’s known to be about a step up from boiling rice. So Lana decides to 
go to culinary school on the sly—and prove that she has what it takes in the kitchen after all. But when course 
instructor Margo Chan turns up dead after class, Lana suddenly finds herself on the case, frying pan in hand.

Since she was the one who discovered the body, Lana must do double duty in finding the killer and clearing 
her name. Now, with or without the help of her boyfriend Detective Adam Trudeau, Lana launches her own 
investigation into Margo’s life and mysterious death. Doing so leads her on a wild goose chase to and from 
the culinary school—and all the way back to the Ho-Lee noodle shop, where the guilty party may be closer 
than Lana thinks.

2 | Mistletoe, Moussaka, and Murder (A Kebab Kitchen Mystery Book 5) by Tina Kashian
Not even her impending nuptials can keep Lucy Berberian, manager of her family-owned Kebab Kitchen, 
from the Jersey Shore’s annual Polar Bear Plunge. But her dive into the icy ocean is especially chilling when 
she finds a fellow swimmer doing the dead man’s float—for real . . .
 
Who would kill a man in cold blood during Ocean Crest, New Jersey’s most popular winter event? When Lucy 
learns the victim is Deacon Spooner, the reception hall owner who turned up his nose—and his price—at her 
wedding plans, she can’t help wondering who wouldn’t kill the pompous caterer . . .
 
Perhaps the culprit is the wedding cake baker whose career Deacon nearly destroyed? Or the angry bride 
whose reception he ruined? With her maid of honor, Katie, busily planning Lucy’s wedding without her, Lucy 
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will have to get to the bottom of this cold-hearted business in time for Kebab Kitchen’s mouthwatering 
Christmas celebration—and before her hometown’s holiday spirit washes out to sea . . .

3 | Mimi Lee Gets A Club (A Sassy Cat mystery Book 1) by Jennifer Chow
Mimi Lee is in over her head. There’s her new Los Angeles pet grooming shop to run, her matchmaking 
mother to thwart, her talking cat Marshmallow to tend to—oh, and the murder of a local breeder to solve...
now if only Mimi hadn’t landed herself on top of the suspect list. 

Mimi Lee hoped to give Los Angeles animal lovers something to talk about with her pet grooming shop, 
Hollywoof. She never imagined that the first cat she said hello to would talk back or be quite so, well, catty—
especially about those disastrous dates Mimi’s mother keeps setting up. 

When Marshmallow exposes local breeder Russ Nolan for mistreating Chihuahuas, Mimi steals some of her 
cat’s attitude to tell Russ off. The next day the police show up at Hollywoof. Russ has been found dead, and 
Mimi’s shouting match with him has secured her top billing as the main suspect. 

Hoping to clear her name and save the pups Russ left behind, Mimi enlists help from her dreamy lawyer 
neighbor Josh. But even with Josh on board, it’ll take Mimi and Marshmallow a lot of sleuthing and more than 
a little sass to get back to the pet-grooming life—and off the murder scene.

4 | Arsenic + Adobo by Mia P Mansala
When Lila Macapagal moves back home to recover from a horrible breakup, her life seems to be following all 
the typical rom-com tropes. She’s tasked with saving her Tita Rosie’s failing restaurant, and she has to deal 
with a group of matchmaking aunties who shower her with love and judgment. But when a notoriously nasty 
food critic (who happens to be her ex-boyfriend) drops dead moments after a confrontation with Lila, her life 
quickly swerves from a Nora Ephron romp to an Agatha Christie case.

With the cops treating her like she’s the one and only suspect, and the shady landlord looking to finally 
kick the Macapagal family out and resell the storefront, Lila’s left with no choice but to conduct her own 
investigation. Armed with the nosy auntie network, her barista best bud, and her trusted Dachshund, 
Longanisa, Lila takes on this tasty, twisted case and soon finds her own neck on the chopping block…

5 | A Deadly Inside Scoop (An Ice Cream Parlor Mystery Book 1) by Abby Collette
Recent MBA grad Bronwyn Crewse has just taken over her family’s ice cream shop in Chagrin Falls, Ohio, 
and she’s going back to basics. Win is renovating Crewse Creamery to restore its former glory, and filling 
the menu with delicious, homemade ice cream flavors—many from her grandmother’s original recipes. 
But unexpected construction delays mean she misses the summer season, and the shop has a literal cold 
opening: the day she opens her doors an early first snow descends on the village and keeps the customers 
away.

To make matters worse, that evening, Win finds a body in the snow, and it turns out the dead man was a 
grifter with an old feud with the Crewse family. Soon, Win’s father is implicated in his death. It’s not easy to 
juggle a new-to-her business while solving a crime, but Win is determined to do it. With the help of her quirky 
best friends and her tight-knit family, she’ll catch the ice cold killer before she has a meltdown...
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1 | Reading Between the Crimes (A Jane Doe Book Club Mystery 2) by Kate Young
What better time than Halloween to dig into a bracing discussion of a diabolical murder mystery? And what 
better choice for the Jane Doe Book Club than Agatha Christie’s Crooked House? Lyla Moody and her friends 
are soon embroiled in debate over whether the heroine’s actions are particularly believable. But not long 
after the meeting, sleepy Sweet Mountain, Georgia, is rocked by a murder that uncannily echoes the novel in 
question.

When Lyla and her grandmother arrive at the charity event that Lyla’s mother is hosting, they barely have 
time to hang up their fall jackets before they stumble upon a body in the library. Leonard Richardson, it 
seems, was robbed and then hit over the head with a brass candlestick--which throws suspicion on Harper 
Richardson, his young widow and a friend of the Jane Does.

Lyla and the rest of the Jane Does pool their prodigious intellects to clear Harper’s name. Peculiarly, all of 
the clues seem to have been lifted directly from the plot of Crooked House. But as Lyla probes the pages of 
Christie’s classic whodunnit for hints on catching the killer, she uncovers secrets from her mother’s past--
secrets that suggest that Lyla’s own house may be crooked as well.

2 | A Pairing to Die For (A Colorado Wine Mystery Book 2) by Kate Lansing
A young winemaker is over a barrel when her new boyfriend is accused of murder in this delightful cozy 
mystery. It’s fall in Boulder, Colorado, and the leaves aren’t the only things changing. Parker Valentine, owner 
of Vino Valentine, is finally settling in to her winery and her new relationship with Reid Wallace, a local chef. 
But their delicate pairing is endangered when Reid’s estranged family comes into town to celebrate the 
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opening of his new restaurant.

Reid and his family are immediately at loggerheads, given their often acidic temperaments, but Parker still 
wants to make a good first impression. However, her efforts might be in vain when Reid’s sous chef is found 
dead in the alley behind the restaurant, and Reid is implicated in the murder. In order to save Reid, Parker will 
have to find the real killer, even if the truth is difficult to swallow.

3 | Scene of the Climb (A Pacific Northwest Mystery Series Book 1) by Kate Dyer-Seeley 
Portland, Oregon, is the perfect fit for someone like Meg Reed. It’s a city with a small town feel, where she can 
crash on the couch of her best friend Jill, now that she’s graduated from journalism school. . .

But a girl needs a job, so Meg bluffs her way into writing for Northwest Extreme magazine, passing herself 
off to editor-in-chief Greg Dixon as an outdoor adventure enthusiast. Never mind that Meg’s idea of sport 
is climbing onto the couch without spilling her latte. So when she finds herself clawing to the top of Angel’s 
Rest--a two-thousand-foot peak--to cover the latest challenge in a reality TV adventure show, she can’t 
imagine feeling more terrified. Until she witnesses a body plummet off the side of the cliff. Now Meg has a 
murder to investigate. And if the climbing doesn’t kill her, a murderer just might. . .

4 | Spells and Shelves (Library Witch Mystery Series Book 1) by Elle Adams
Bookshop assistant Aurora “Rory” Hawthorn thinks reality will never be as interesting as fiction. Content to 
spend her time escaping into a good book to escape her micromanaging boss, the very last thing she 
expects is to be cornered by a group of terrifying strangers hunting down a journal that belonged to her late 
father.

It turns out Dad was keeping a secret or two… most importantly, that he was a wizard, and that Rory has 
a hidden magical family she’s never met. When her witchy relatives invite her to live with them in their 
enchanted library, it’s literally a dream come true.

Until she stumbles upon a dead body hidden behind a bookshelf. Juggling a new family and job would be 
enough of a challenge without also having to deal with a murder mystery, cranky familiars, and the attention 
of the local reaper -- even if he is the hottest guy in town.

It’s up to Rory to embrace her new witchy powers to help catch a killer before she loses the new life she never 
knew she wanted.

5 | Falling into Magic (Destiny Falls Mystery & Magic Series Book 1) by Elizabeth Pantley
An accidental journey through a magic mirror. A portal to an enchanted land. A mysterious family she never 
knew she had. Hayden’s life is upended with the wonder of Destiny Falls. But it is tainted by the danger that 
brought her here and that threatens her newfound family. Can Hayden and her sassy sidekick remove the 
threat, so that she can begin her magical new life in this captivating world?

…When Hayden was a child, she lost her cat. Adults told her the cat ran away, but she knew the truth. The 
mirror had taken her. She knew because the mirror gave her a glimpse of an alternate world and had nearly 
pulled her in, so she was certain the cat had suffered that fate.

Twenty years later, Hayden discovers the secret of the mirror when she is thrust into it. She learns of an 
enchanted world she never knew existed, and a family she never knew she had.

But danger brought her here, and it followed her. Now, Hayden is on a mission to remove the threat, so that 
she can begin her magical, meaningful new life in this enchanted world.
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1 | Far and Away (The Godmothers Book 7) by Fern Michaels
The best of friends, Toots, Ida, Mavis, and Sophie have been there for each other through thick and thin. Now 
Sophie needs the rest of the Godmothers to help her through something they’ve never faced before . . .  There 
are no secrets between best friends. At least, Teresa “Toots” Loudenberry has always believed that to be 
the case. In the decades since she, Sophie, Ida, and Mavis met in Catholic school, they’ve shared all the joys 
and hardships of their colorful, extraordinary adventures. But right now, Toots can tell that Sophie is hiding 
something.

Sophie wishes she could confide in Toots. But she can’t reveal her hunch about her home’s history and the 
unhappiness that still seems to linger there. There’s too much at stake, including the safety of Toots’ daughter 
Abby and her twin girls. But though Toots, Ida, and Mavis are all entering new phases in their lives—and love 
lives—they won’t let Sophie face this challenge on her own . . .

2 | Wreathing Havoc (A Garden Squad Mystery Book 4) by Julia Henry
There’s nothing like autumn in picturesque Goosebush, Massachusetts, but beneath the season’s sun-
dappled foliage, Lilly Jayne and her Garden Squad must investigate a shadowy murder mystery after a 
theater owner’s sudden death sows as much drama behind the scenes as on any stage . . .
 
Lilly Jayne typically spends the harvest season baking festive pies and crafting colorful wreaths to enter 
in the library’s annual fundraising contest. But this year, autumn opens on a somber note when beloved 
local theater owner, Leon Tompkin, dies unexpectedly. His memorial sets the scene for a mini reunion of The 
Goosebush Players’ best and brightest alumni, including Hollywood star, Jeremy Nolan . . . until someone 
plucks Jeremy from the spotlight, permanently.
 
Now, as dedicated theater volunteer, Scooter McGee, falls under suspicion, Lilly and her Garden Squad must 
spring into action. They quickly discover a cornucopia of potential suspects in Jeremy’s murder. Was it an 
embittered ex . . . or a jilted lover? A rival thespian . . . or an overly ambitious artist? Lilly rakes through the piles of 
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clues, but if she doesn’t uncover the real killer soon, more than autumn leaves will be dropping in Goosebush . . .
3 | That Old Witch! (Coffee Coven’s Capers Book 1) by M.Z. Andrews
There’s a new squad in town…

Seniors, Phyllis Habernackle and Char Bailey are witches with a problem. Dealing with the recent loss of 
one of their oldest and dearest college friends, the women discover the dearly departed has bequeathed 
her estate to them! Unfortunately, she didn’t leave it only to them. She also left it to two other old witches. 
Decades ago, the five women had been inseparable while together attending the Paranormal Institute for 
Witches, situated high in the beautiful Appalachian Mountains in cozy, Aspen Falls, Pennsylvania. But thanks 
to a betrayal no one saw coming, they’ve been feuding ever since.

Now the four witches, along with one geriatric mother, must come together to discover what tore them apart 
all those years ago and unravel a new mystery that is bigger than any of them could have ever anticipated. 
Will it pull them closer together? Or will the wedge that kept them apart for decades widen and ruin their 
friendship forever?

4 | Brownies and Bloodshed (A Peridale Cafe Mystery Series Book 19) by Agatha Frost
Dot South and Percy Cropper are finally getting married! With a secret theme up their sleeves, the 
octogenarians are intent on making the day the most spectacular wedding Peridale has ever seen. They 
planned everything to the last detail, but they didn’t prepare for Percy’s cruel older brother’s murder in the 
middle of the wedding reception.

The responsibility to solve Ian Cropper’s murder falls on Julia South-Brown’s shoulders, but her grandmother’s 
ruined wedding isn’t the only thing she has on her plate. Her bankrupt father, stepmother, and baby brother 
are living in her small cottage and wreaking havoc, her husband is heading down a surprising new career 
path, and to top it all off, she’s ten-weeks pregnant and struggling with her mood and bladder.

The local gossips all point their fingers at Percy, but with the whole Cropper family in the village for the event, 
Julia has more than enough suspects to prove her new grandfather’s innocence, even if she isn’t the only 
one on the case. Who is the mysterious and handsome American sniffing around the village in the wake of 
Ian’s murder, and can he be trusted? Everyone in the Cropper family has a clear motive for wanting Ian dead, 
but can Julia pinpoint the culprit before her newly gained family falls apart beyond repair?

5 | Post-op and Potions: (Midlife Medicine Book 1) by Amorette Anderson
On her fiftieth birthday, Grace uttered a plea to the universe. As the saying goes, ‘be careful what you wish 
for’...

For the first time in years, traveling nurse Grace Littleton is out of work. Her on-again off-again boyfriend is 
with a younger woman, and her only son has just jetted off to Europe. Alone, unemployed, and unsatisfied, 
Grace is on a search for something more.

A magical village in the Vermont countryside seems to hold some answers…

...and a few major problems to boot. Hypnotized squirrels attacked an elderly gentleman in town. Who 
brainwashed the critters? Then there’s the devilishly handsome bookstore owner who won’t give Grace the 
time of day.

With her pit bull Lucky at her side, Grace tackles the problems one by one -- not because she wants to, but 
because she really has no other options. For Grace, the end of the line is in Covenstead, Vermont.



© 2021 

Cozy Escape
Awards

2021
Category #17 | W R I T E R S  

1 | A Scone of Contention: A Key West Food Critic by Lucy Burdette
Key Zest food critic Hayley Snow and her groom, police detective Nathan Bransford, chose Scotland for their 
long-delayed honeymoon, hoping to sightsee and enjoy some prize-winning scones. But their romantic duo 
swells to a crowd when they’re joined by Nathan’s family as well as octogenarian Miss Gloria.

Nathan’s sister Vera takes the women on a whirlwind tour of some of Scotland’s iconic mystic places as 
research for a looming book project. But the trip takes a deadly tartan turn when a dinner party guest falls ill 
and claims she was poisoned. And then the group watches in horror as a mysterious tourist tumbles to his 
death from the famous Falkirk Wheel, high above the Forth & Clyde canal.

Vera and her friends deny knowing the dead man, but after observing their reactions to the fall, Hayley is 
not convinced. With one person dead, a second possibly poisoned, and the tension among Vera’s friends as 
thick as farmhouse cheese, Hayley fears her long-awaited honeymoon might end with another murder.

Far away from home, surrounded by unfamiliar faces, eccentric characters, and a forbiddingly gorgeous 
setting, Hayley must call on all her savvy to keep a killer from striking again and then escaping Scot free.

2 | Finlay Donovan Is Killing It: A Mystery by Elle Cosimano
Finlay Donovan is killing it . . . except, she’s really not. She’s a stressed-out single-mom of two and struggling 
novelist, Finlay’s life is in chaos: the new book she promised her literary agent isn’t written, her ex-husband 
fired the nanny without telling her, and this morning she had to send her four-year-old to school with hair 
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duct-taped to her head after an incident with scissors.

When Finlay is overheard discussing the plot of her new suspense novel with her agent over lunch, she’s 
mistaken for a contract killer, and inadvertently accepts an offer to dispose of a problem husband in order 
to make ends meet . . . Soon, Finlay discovers that crime in real life is a lot more difficult than its fictional 
counterpart, as she becomes tangled in a real-life murder investigation.

3 | A Dark and Stormy Mrder (A Writer’s Apprentice Series Book 1) by Julie Buckley
Lena London’s literary dreams are coming true—as long as she can avoid any real-life villains...
 
Camilla Graham’s bestselling suspense novels inspired Lena London to become a writer, so when she lands 
a job as Camilla’s new assistant, she can’t believe her luck. Not only will she help her idol craft an enchanting 
new mystery, she’ll get to live rent-free in Camilla’s gorgeous Victorian home in the quaint town of Blue Lake, 
Indiana.
 
But Lena’s fortune soon changes for the worse. First, she lands in the center of small town gossip for 
befriending the local recluse. Then, she stumbles across one thing that a Camilla Graham novel is never 
without—a dead body, found on her new boss’s lakefront property.
 
Now Lena must take a page out of one of Camilla’s books to hunt down clues in a real crime that seems to 
be connected to the novelist’s mysterious estate—before the killer writes them both out of the story for good...

4 | Writing All Wrongs (A Books by The Bay Series Book 7) by Ellery Adams
After Olivia and Chief Rawlings enjoy a brief honeymoon on Palmetto Island, they’re joined by the rest of the 
Bayside Book Writers for the Coastal Carolina Crime Festival. The festival’s highlight is Silas Black, celebrity 
screenwriter and television producer, who is currently working on a popular television show in North Carolina.
 
As the festival gets under way, a trickster seems to be bringing famous local ghost stories to life. But when 
the body of a woman close to Black is found on the beach, Olivia and her friends must deduce who on the 
island could resort to murder—before the sands of time run out for someone else…

5 | Publishable By Death (St. Marin’s Cozy Mystery Series Book 1) by ACF Bookens
Change is hard in a small Southern town, especially when it brings a side of murder.

All Harvey Beckett wants to do is help the residents of St. Marin’s find the perfect book for that moment, 
snuggle with her hound dog Mayhem, and be ignored by her cat Aslan. But when the small, waterside town’s 
newest resident discovers the body of the community’s persnickety reporter in her bookshop storeroom just 
before her grand opening, Harvey can’t help trying to solve the crime, even when it might cost her business 
and her life. The more questions Harvey asks, the more secrets she uncovers.

Will Harvey and her friends be able to solve the murder of the town reporter without her becoming a victim 
herself?
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1 | Mrs. Morris and the Vampire (A Salem B&B Mystery Book 5) by Traci Wilton
It’s B&B owner Charlene Morris’s second Halloween in Salem, Massachusetts, and one she won’t soon forget 
when a self-proclaimed vampire is murdered . . .
 
Charlene’s bed and breakfast is fully booked with guests wanting to experience Salem’s wildest holiday—
especially the annual Witch Ball, held at the historic Hawthorne Hotel. At the dance, actual witch and winery 
owner Brandy Flint has her back up over her daughter Serenity’s new beau—it’s bad enough he’s a decade 
older, he also claims to be a vampire from Romania.
 
As for Charlene, with handsome ghost Dr. Jack Strathmore haunting her B&B, she has developed an open 
mind regarding the supernatural. But her mind is blown when the clock strikes midnight, the lights flare and 
dim, and the vampire vanishes—leaving behind only his cape and a wooden stake with a thick red substance 
on the sharp tip. The next morning, a naked man washes up on the shore with a hole punched through his 
chest, and Detective Sam Holden has a homicide on his hands. Now Charlene and Jack must put their heads 
together to find out who staged the trick to stake a vampire . . .

2 | Peaches and Schemes: A Georgia B&B Mystery by Anna Gerard
Nina Fleet might be new to the innkeeping business, but she’s savvy enough to know that Cymbeline’s 
tourists aren’t enough to keep her fledgling bed and breakfast going. And so, Nina decides to tap into the 
destination wedding market by taking a booth at the Veils and Vanities Bridal Expo. The twice-yearly event is 
sponsored by the town’s two wedding pros: Virgie Hamilton, the sixtysomething owner of Virgie’s Formals, and 
Roxanna Quarry, a Gen X event planner and Nina’s new friend. But everything goes wrong during the expo’s 
fashion show, when Roxanna comes tumbling out of an oversized prop wedding cake, strangled to death by 
her own scarf.
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Virgie is arrested for the crime, thanks to Nina’s statement to the police about having overheard the woman 
accusing her partner of embezzlement. Meanwhile, the situation grows tense with her sometimes nemesis 
and current tenant, the dashing out-of-work actor Harry Westcott. Harry is concentrating on plugging his 
most recent side hustle ...but he’s not too busy to break the news to Nina that her ex-husband is engaged to 
be married again.

Certain that Virgie’s only offense is a bad temper, Nina decides to do her own investigating. First, however, 
she and Harry retrieve Roxanna’s now ownerless dog, planning to foster him until a new home can be found. 
But local gossip soon convinces Nina that others beside Virgie might have had reason to murder Roxanna. As 
Nina gets close to the truth, she’s putting her own life at danger. And when Virgie vanishes after being bailed 
out of jail by an unknown benefactor, Nina fears that if she can’t find the dress shop owner in time, tying the 
knot will take on a whole new meaning for them both.

3 | Booked for Death (A Booklovers B&B Mystery book 1) by Victoria Gilbert
Nestled in the historic waterfront town of Beaufort, North Carolina, Chapters Bed-and-Breakfast is a reader’s 
paradise. Built in 1770, the newly renovated inn hosts a roster of special events celebrating books, genres, and 
authors. It’s the perfect literary retreat--until a rare book dealer turns up dead in the carriage house during a 
celebration of Golden Age mystery author Josephine Tey.

The victim’s daughter points the finger at forty-two-year-old widow and former schoolteacher Charlotte 
Reed, who inherited the B&B from her great-aunt Isabella. Charlotte is shocked to discover that the book 
dealer suspected Isabella of being a thief who founded Chapters on her ill-gotten gains. Charlotte has 
successfully learned the B&B business in a year, but nothing has prepared her to handle a death on the 
premises.

Armed with intelligence and courage and assisted by her vibrant older neighbor, a visiting author, and 
members of a local book club, Charlotte is determined to prove her innocence and to clear her great-aunt’s 
name. But the murderer is still at large, and equally determined to silence anyone who might discover the 
truth behind the book dealer’s death. Now, Charlotte must outwit an unknown killer--or end up writing her 
own final chapter.

4 | Murder in the Cookbook Nook (A Book Retreat Mystery Book 7) by Ellery Adams
Six chefs are preparing to compete in an outdoor tent at Storyton Hall in Virginia for prizes that will boost their 
careers—but is there someone who can’t stand the heat? It looks that way when one of the contestants is 
found dead in a pantry packed with two centuries’ worth of cookbooks, among other treasures and rarities.
Could there be a connection to other recent events in town, like tampering with the costume of a local 
mascot? Jane isn’t sure, but after someone serves a second course of murder, the kitchen must be closed 
and the killer must be found . . .

5 | Murder on the Rocks: Gray Whale Inn Mysteries, No. 1 by Karen MacInerney
Innkeeper Natalie Barnes has traded in Texas heat for Maine’s tangy salt air and risked her life savings on the Gray Whale 
Inn, a quaint bed and breakfast on bucolic Cranberry Island. She loves her new life of picking blueberries, watching the 
lobster boats putter around the island, and whipping up buttery muffins and other rich breakfast treats for her guests... 
until Bernard Katz checks in.

The overbearing land developer plans to build a resort next door... right on top of a colony of endangered black-chinned 
terns. Worried about the birds--not to mention the sweet little town and the Gray Whale Inn’s survival--Natalie speaks 
out at the town meeting, letting the whole island know what she thinks of the entitled developer. But the town board sides 
with Katz, greenlighting the resort... and the possible end to both her Maine island paradise and the inn she’s gambled 
everything to buy. Just when it seems like things can’t get any worse, Natalie finds Katz dead on the cliffs next to the inn. 
Now the police--and much of the island--are convinced the recent Texas transplant is a murderer.
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1 | Slashing Through the Snow: A Christmas Tree Farm Mystery by Jacqueline Frost 
Reindeer Games Christmas Tree Farm is going into the B&B business, and Holly White is looking forward to 
her new role as innkeeper. Even better, Mistletoe, Maine’s sheriff, Evan Gray, has deputized his little sister Libby 
to help Holly wrap presents for Mistletoe’s toy drive. But a cold wind ruffles the cheery holiday decorations 
when a new guest checks in: Cleo, a vicious B&B critic, who could make or break the new inn. And the short 
December days turn even darker when Evan and Libby find Cleo’s dead body in the gift-wrapped toy 
donation box.

The suspect list is longer than Santa’s naughty list, and local resident Cookie is on it, since her fingerprints are 
all over the murder weapon, a metal nutcracker that she gave to Holly. So is Libby, who recently moved to 
town from Boston in less-than-savory circumstances. But cranky Cleo was an oh-holy-nightmare to lots of 
the townsfolk, such as Evan’s reporter friend Ray; Christopher, the inn’s former contractor; and confectioner 
Bonnie, whose Gum Drop Shop was a direct target of Cleo’s scathing prose.

To figure out the killer’s identity and clear Cookie’s name, Holly and her friends brainstorm at The Hearth, the 
farm’s café, while her mother keeps them fueled with Christmas goodies fresh from the oven. But if they can’t 
put the culprit on ice, Holly may never see another Christmas.

2 | The Twelve Jays of Christmas: A Meg Langslow Mystery by Donna Andrews
Meg and Michael’s annual holiday celebration is well underway, with a throng of out-of-town relatives 
staying at their house. Hosting these festivities is a little harder than usual—they have to relocate all the 
events normally held in their library, currently occupied by Roderick Castlemayne, the irascible wildlife artist 
who’s creating twelve paintings of birds to illustrate Meg’s grandfather’s latest nature book.
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Still, the celebrations continue—and the entire family rejoices to learn that Meg’s brother Rob and his 
longtime fiancée Delaney have finally decided to tie the knot. Unfortunately, they decide to do this in the 
middle of Meg and Michael’s annual New Year’s bash, dashing their mothers’ hopes of planning the wedding 
to end all weddings.
Delaney’s mother sneaks into town so she and Meg’s mother can secretly plot a way to talk the happy 
couple into having a big bash. Hiding her only adds to Meg’s holiday stress—it’s almost a full-time job fending 
all the visitors who want to confront Castlemayne—reporters, bill collectors, process servers, and several ex-
wives in search of unpaid alimony.

Then someone murders Castlemayne in the middle of a blizzard and sets loose the birds he was painting. 
Can Meg help the police crack the case before the killer strikes again? Can she keep Christmas merry in 
spite of the body in the library? Can she negotiate a compromise between Rob and Delaney and their 
disappointed mothers? And can she recapture the twelve escaped jays before they begin nesting in the 
Christmas tree?

3 | A Skeleton Stuffs Stockings (A Family Skeleton Mystery Book 6) by Leigh Perry
Dr. Georgia Thackery is back home with her parents after finding a new adjunct position at Bostock College. 
Everyone is excited for their first family Christmas with nothing to hide. Why? Because Georgia’s daughter 
Madison is now in the know about Sid, their walking, talking family skeleton.
 
But their Christmas cheer is interrupted when the Thackerys’ dog Byron goes missing on a cold December 
night. When he’s finally found, he has a femur clutched between his jaws—and Georgia and Madison race 
to apologize to Sid for letting the dog gnaw on him yet again. Except that all of Sid’s bones are present and 
accounted for…
 
This bone is from somebody else, and when they trace Byron’s trail to an overgrown lot nearby, they find the 
rest of the skeleton. It’s the normal kind, not moving or telling jokes, and when the police come to take charge, 
they’re sure it was murder, and one of Georgia’s adjunct friends could be implicated. With tensions stirring at 
the college and everyone hiding a secret or two, Sid and Georgia must uncover the truth before the ghost of 
a Christmas past strikes again.

4 | Snowmen and Sorcery (Spellbinder Bay Mystery Book 4) by Sam Short
There’s not much that’s cosier than a family Christmas holiday in a traditional log cabin set in a Scottish highland town. 
It’s uniquely special for Millie Thorn. It’s her first Christmas with the father she’s recently found out existed, and her new 
sister. She can’t wait to spend the Christmas period with a family she never knew she had!

Reuben is going with them too, of course. A good witch would never leave her familiar behind, and Millie wasn’t going 
to leave the mischievous, talking cockatiel at home while she went to Scotland for Christmas. Even if the bird had 
insisted that he’d be fine on his own with a stocked pantry and the TV remote control. Before they’ve even reached their 
destination, problems arise, and Millie is forced to use powers she never imagined she could harness . . .

5 | Sleigh Spells by Bella Falls
Aurora Hart hates everything Christmas, but how could she turn down the opportunity to serve one year of probation in 
Holiday Haven versus a full sentence for her crimes? Saddled with a talking squirrel roommate, Aurora is doing her best 
to keep a low profile as she bides her time. Everything is going fine…until Santa’s sleigh gets stolen.Now, all eyes are on 
her and the other town Humbugs, and it’s up to Aurora to keep her behind from ending up back in jail. With the help of a 
very important person from the North Pole, she finds herself hot on the trail of the real culprit. But it will take her having to 
do something she’s never done before—accepting new friends and their assistance. Only then will Aurora be able to turn 
not only her own life around but also Christmas for the entire world!Will Aurora be able to solve the mystery of who stole 
Santa’s sleigh in time? Or will the culprit get the final sleigh?
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1 | Murder in Connemara (A Home to Ireland Mystery Book 2) by Carlene O’Connor 
Former New Yorker and interior designer Tara Meehan is eagerly anticipating the grand opening of 
her architectural salvage shop Renewals in her newly adopted home of Galway. She’s in the midst of 
preparations when heiress Veronica O’Farrell bursts in to announce she’s ready for some renewal of her own. 
To celebrate one year of sobriety, she’s invited seven people she wronged in her drinking days to historic 
Ballynahinch Castle Hotel in neighboring Connemara to make amends in style.
 
But perhaps one among them is not so eager to pardon her past misdeeds. Veronica is found lying in the 
ruins of manor house Clifden Castle with an antique Tara Brooch buried in her heart—the same brooch Tara 
Meehan admired in her shop the day before, posting a photo with the caption: #Killerbrooch. Now she’s a 
prime suspect, along with Veronica’s guests, all of whom had motives to stab the heiress. It’s up to Tara to pin 
down the guilty party . . .

2 | Death of an Irish Mummy (The Dublin Driver Mysteries Book 3) by Catie Murphy
Squiring a self-proclaimed heiress around Dublin has got limo driver Megan Malone’s Irish up—until she finds 
the woman dead ...  American-born Cherise Williams believes herself to be heir to an old Irish earldom, and 
she’s come to Dublin to claim her heritage. Under the circumstances, Megan’s boss Olga at Leprechaun 
Limos has no qualms about overcharging the brash Texas transplant for their services. Megan chauffeurs 
Cherise to the ancient St. Michan’s Church, where the woman intends to get a wee little DNA sample from the 
mummified earls—much to the horror of the priest.
 
But before she can desecrate the dead, Cherise Williams is murdered—just as her three daughters arrive to 
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also claim their birthright. With rumors of famine-era treasure on the lands owned by the old Williams family 
and the promise of riches for the heirs, greed seems a likely motive. But when Olga surprisingly becomes the 
Garda’s prime suspect, Megan attempts to steer the investigation away from her bossand solve the murder 
with the help of the dashing Detective Bourke. With a killer who’s not wrapped too tight, she’ll need to proceed 
with caution—or she could go from driving a limo to riding in a hearse . . .

3 | All Butter Short Dead (Oxford Tearoom Mystery Book 1) by H.Y. Hanna
Gemma ditches her high-flying job and returns to Oxford to follow her dream: opening a traditional English 
tearoom serving warm buttery scones with jam and clotted cream... Only problem is--murder is the first 
thing on the menu and Gemma is the key suspect! And the only people Gemma can turn to for help are four 
nosy old ladies from her local Cotswolds village - not to mention a cheeky little tabby cat named Muesli. Who 
was the mysterious woman Gemma met on the flight back from Australia and why was she murdered? Now 
Gemma must find the killer, solve the mystery and clear her name if she’s to have her cake--and serve it too.

4 | Cupcakes and Casualties (A Peridale Mystery Series Book 11) by Agatha Frost
The residents of Peridale don’t like change, so when the famous actress, Candy Bennett, rolls into the village 
to demolish a historic cottage, things don’t go as smoothly as she would have hoped. With the ‘Peridale 
Preservation Society’ protesting her plans to build a modern home on the land, things quickly turn sour. Days 
into the project, Candy’s lead builder, Shane, is murdered and the task to solve the mystery once again falls 
into Julia’s lap.

Did one of the protestors kill the builder to make a statement, or was he murdered by someone from within 
his own team? With the preservation society, the actress, the architect, and the builders all keeping secrets, 
Julia soon has her hands full gathering evidence, but it’s a familiar-looking new arrival in the village that 
commands her attention. Julia’s life is torn apart when she learns of the stranger’s true identity, but will she 
be able to focus on the challenging case before another body turns up? The only certainty is that Julia’s life 
will never be the same again.

5 | The Meerkat Murders (Kea Wright Mysteries Book 2) by RJ Corgan
After an old friend calls in a favor, geologist Kea Wright joins a team of biologists studying meerkats in Africa. 
Seduced by the expedition’s luxurious accommodations, state-of-the-art equipment, and daily baskets of 
fresh muffins, Kea begins to wonder if she picked the wrong field of research. Until people start dying...
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