
Post Harvest Recovery

Stella Maris Seaplant 
Extract
Post harvest is 
a crucial time to 
ensure a healthy 
and sizable crop in 
the next season. 
Like other types 
of plants, cranberries may be thought to be at a weak 
point at this time, trying to recover from the stresses of 
harvest itself, extended hot and dry spells and nutrient 
stress. It is at this time that perennial plants develop the 
buds that produce next year’s crop. Timely applications 
of Stella Maris seaplant extract have been shown to 
improve not only fruit bud development, but also overall 
plant health, root growth, and definitely maximize the 
natural resistance plants develop to drought, salinity 
and temperature stresses. Late season root activity is 
important for establishing nutrient reserves that are 
necessary for early spring growth. An overall healthier 
plant has the potential to store more carbohydrates and 
nutrients for next year. By doing so, this sets the stage 
for achieving maximum fruit set and size.

Plant Nutrition

Late Season Foliar 
Applications on 
Cranberries
Many perennial fruiting crops benefit from late season 
foliar nutrient applications. Cranberries are a good 
example of a crop that shows significant benefits such 
as reduced winter stress and improved early plant 
development in the spring from late season foliar 
nutrient applications.

Late in the season there is an opportunity to replace 
key nutrients that are removed with the harvest and to 
support the plant as it prepares for winter. Phosphorus, 
Potassium and Magnesium will support the late season 
production and storage of carbohydrates; the plant’s 
natural anti-freeze and winter food supply. Fall foliar 
applications of Boron and Zinc will ensure that these 
nutrients are present in the spring when they are needed 
for bud break and early season leaf development when 
soils tend to be wetter and cooler, inhibiting nutrient 
uptake through the root system.

The most common approach to late season foliar nutrition 
is to make applications postharvest, while the leaves are 
still viable. However, in the case of commercial cranberry 
bogs, postharvest foliar nutrient applications may be 
hindered by damaged leaves and water logged bogs. Since 
successful foliar nutrient applications rely on functional 
leaves for uptake it may be more practical in certain 
circumstance to make late season nutrient applications 
just prior to the beginning of the harvest season.

The right form of nutrient ensures rapid, complete 
foliar uptake and better results. TigerClaw dextrose and 

lactose encased plant nutrients are rapidly absorbed 
and transported across cell membranes making them 
ideal foliar nutrient products. The following would be 
a consistent, high performance cranberry late season 
foliar nutrient program:

Product Rate

TigerClaw TopSet 
(9% B and 0.5% Mo)

0.5 L/acre

TigerClaw Zinc 10% DL 1.5-2.0 L/acre

TigerClaw Magnesium 
3% DL

1 L/acre

3-18-18 or equivalent 2 L/acre

Guest article from Rick deJong, Agro-K Corporation

Organic-Based Technology

NEW! CranFish 
2-10-10 Liquid Fish 
Fertilizer
About a year ago TerraLink Horticulture Inc purchased 
BioFert Manufacturing Inc, acquiring in the process 
access to a wide variety of organic and organic-based 
products and technology. The state of the art liquid and 
dry manufacturing facilities in Chilliwack are up and 
running, under stringent quality controls. As a result 
we are able to now offer cranberry producers BioFert’s 
CranFish 2-10-10, a much better and higher quality 
liquid fish fertilizer than we were able to offer in the 
past. This product isn’t imported; we make it right in the 
Fraser Valley – fresh every batch!
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Normally, suppliers of liquid fish fertilizers try to make a 
quick buck by trying to sell you a waste product. These are 
usually straight raw emulsions, often with no additional 
ingredients. CranFish 2-10-10 is an organic and natural 
fish-based liquid fertilizer specifically designed for use 
in cranberry production. It is a fully digested complete 
recipe, produced using a unique aerobic fermentation 
process that takes almost a month to “brew”. Only 
50% is fish, the balance added from digested plant, 
animal and mineral ingredients, including a range of 
micronutrients. CranFish 2-10-10 contains a broad 
range of amino acids from a wide variety of sources. 
It is fat free and highly absorbable, providing for clog-
free fertigation. The fat found in other fish elmusions 
is thought to possibly lead to anaerobic soil conditions, 
which could contribute to vine die-back. In addition 
to providing nutrients and minerals, CranFish 2-10-10 
also enhances microbial activity in the root zone. One of 
the best features of CranFish 2-10-10 is it’s low aroma. 
Because of the nature of the aerobic fermentation 
process during manufacturing, there is almost no fishy 
smell. In fact, it has a nice, pleasant aroma. This means 
you won’t have to worry about concerns over timing and 
scheduling of fertigation application.

BioFert’s CranFish 2-10-10 is available in 1,000 litre 
shuttles or 20L pails for added convenience.

Weed Control

NEW! Devrinol 
2-XT Liquid 
Herbicide
The label for Devrinol 2-XT liquid from United 
Phosphorus, Inc has been registered. In cranberries 
Devrinol 2-XT can be applied as a broadcast foliar 
application or by chemigation. One application per 
year is permitted in late winter or early spring. This new 
liquid formuation will be much more efficient to handle 
and apply. As for previous formulations of Devrinol, this 
new liquid product is registered in cranberries for control 
of grass weeds. Refer to the label for specific weeds. 
Other restrictions remain the same as well:

• Devrinol 2-XT is recommended for use on mineral 
soils only (less than 10% organic matter).

• Only one application per season.
• Devrinol 2-XT does not control established weeds. 
• Foliage and/or refuse litter covering the surface 

of the soil may interfere with the quality of weed 
control. 

• Do not apply to frozen ground.
• Chemigation to cranberry bogs may be applied 

through a solid-set overhead sprinkler irrigation 
system.

Insect Control

Rimon 10 EC
A 10% emulsifiable concentrate insect growth regulator, 
Rimon 10 EC was registered in cranberries several 
months ago for control of black-headed fireworm, 
cranberry spanworm, sparganothis fruitworm, 
cranberry fruitworm and cranberry tipworm in Canada. 
Rimon 10 EC can be applied via sprayer or chemigation.

Rimon 10 EC is an insect growth regulator. Unlike many 
modern insecticides that attack the insect nervous 
system, Rimon’s mode of activity as an insect growth 
regulator is disruption of deposition of the insect’s 
cuticle, which causes the insect’s death during molting 
(transition of one growth stage to the next one). If the 
target insect has completed its molts, it no longer has 
any effect. Rimon 10 EC is used to control lepidopteran 
and beetle insect pests in a variety of crops.

Poisonous Weeds

Watch Out for 
These!
Cranberry bogs lend themselves to some weeds that may 
not be seen in fields of other small fruit plantings. This is 
because of, perhaps, a slightly more moist environment, 
a lack of rows and a somewhat wilder setting for fruit 
production than, say, blueberries and raspberries. Two 
of these weeds are particularly toxic so you should be 
aware of them.

Water Hemlock
It is a bit weird to think that this weed is related to 
parsley, but Water Hemlock is one of the most toxic 
plants in our region. It thrives in wet environments 
such as riparian zones and low areas. It is probably more 
likely to be found on dikes than in the bogs themselves; 
at least at the edges. It is a large, robust plant that can 
grow up to about 2 meters. It has hollow, jointed stems, 
and long, oval and coarsely saw-toothed leaves. It has 
small flowers in clusters at the very tops of the plants. A 
distinguishing feature is an enlarged or bulbous taproot, 
with hollow chambers in it that contain cicutoxin, 
an extremely dangerous poison. A similar plant, Cow 
Parsnip, does not have saw-toothed leaves, is a bigger 
plant and no bulbous root. If you come across Water 
Hemlock, there are usually few enough you can pull 
by hand – with gloves of course, long sleeves and eye 
protection! Dispose of the plants by composting them.

Giant Hogweed
Like Water Hemlock, Giant Hogweed has white flowers 
at the tops of the plants – and that is where the 
similarity ends. Giant Hogweed is a bold and striking 
plant, absolutely huge – and very dangerous. It also 
likes to grow in undisturbed areas, ditches and moist 
areas. It can grow up to 5 meters in height, with flower 
heads over a meter in diameter. The leaves might also 
grow more than a meter in diameter, and shiny, deeply 
divided like a maple leaf with coarsely saw-toothed 
edges. The stems are hollow with purple blotches and 
have bristly hairs on them. The danger from Giant 
Hogweed is in the plant sap, which contains toxins that 
cause severe and painful burns upon contact with skin in 
the presence of sunlight. The scars from resulting welts, 
rashes and blisters can be so bad they may persist for 
several years. The sap can cause blindness if in contact 
with eyes. If you think you have one or more of these  
plants on your farm, call the BC Ministry of Agriculture 
for assistance in removing them.
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