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Shadow of modern warfare to fall across Brighton 
Under the Shadow of the Drone by James Bridle 

Brighton Festival, May 4 – 26 2013 

  
A chilling symbol of modern warfare will make an eerily silent appearance in the heart of 
an English city this week on 3 May. 
 
The people of Brighton will come face-to-face with the life-size silhouette of a rarely-
glimpsed contemporary killing machine – the drone. 
 
Artist James Bridle is behind the project, which will see him create a large-scale 
representation of the shadow of a military drone aircraft. The drone is on Madeira Drive on 
Brighton’s iconic seafront. It’s located 500m east from the Brighton Wheel.  
Map: http://is.gd/dronelocation 
 
Commissioned by digital culture agency, Lighthouse for this year's Brighton Festival, 
which runs from May 4 – 26, Under the Shadow of the Drone is designed to encourage 
people to imagine a military drone making a sudden incursion into the airspace of their 
own city. 
 
This reality is faced by people living in towns and villages in Pakistan, Afghanistan and 
Yemen which are the targets of drone attacks carried out by the US and UK military. 
 
One of the most potent weapons of contemporary warfare, drones are unmanned aircraft 
controlled remotely by operators thousands of miles away. 
 
They fly at altitudes ranging between 5,000 and 50,000 feet and are used for surveillance, 
as well as for missile attacks, which leave thousands of people dead. 
 
James Bridle strives to make these unseen, distant, destructive weapons more visible and 
Under the Shadow of the Drone brings the drone to the streets of a UK city. 
 
James writes: “Drones are just the latest in a long line of military technologies 
augmenting the process of death-dealing, but they are among the most efficient, the 
most distancing, the most invisible. These qualities allow them to do what they do 
unseen. 
 



“We all live under the shadow of the drone, although most of us are lucky enough not to 
live under its direct fire. But the attitude they represent – of technology used for 
obscuration and violence; of the obfuscation of morality and culpability; of the illusion of 
omniscience and omnipotence; of the lesser value of other people’s lives; of, frankly, 
endless war – should concern us all.” 
 
A columnist with The Observer, London-based artist James Bridle is also a writer and 
publisher and was Technologist in Residence at Lighthouse in 2012.  He has focused 
closely on the subject of the drone in his recent work.  
 
For his project Dronestagram, James uses the internet to post images of locations where 
US drone strikes have occurred, with the aim of bringing these distant places to the 
attention of the public and encouraging people to think about the activity of drones in the 
Asia and the Middle East. Dronestagram has attracted national and international media 
coverage, with articles appearing in The Guardian, The Daily Mail, the New Statesman, 
New York Magazine and many other publications. 
 
His New Aesthetic research project has inspired cultural debate and creative work around 
the world, online and off. 
 
Under the Shadow of the Drone is commissioned by Lighthouse as part of Brighton 
Festival. It is accompanied by The Air Itself is One Vast Library, an exhibition by 
contemporary artist, Mariele Neudecker, which explores the disturbing and often invisible 
technologies of war, bringing us face-to-face with weapons of mass destruction. 

 

More details about each project can be found at 

http://www.lighthouse.org.uk/programme/lighthouse-at-brighton-festival 
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Notes to Editors 

Under the Shadow of the Drone and The Air Itself is One Vast Library are commissioned 
by digital culture agency Lighthouse, in partnership with Brighton Festival and HOUSE. 
With support from Arts Council England and Esmée Fairbairn Foundation. 

 

Under The Shadow of the Drone 

www.lighthouse.org.uk/programme/james-bridle-under-the-shadow-of-the-drone 

The project is a life-size depiction of a Reaper drone, one of a number of such weapons in 
service with US and UK forces. The Reaper is used for surveillance and bombing missions, 
in the declared war zones of Afghanistan and Iraq, and in the undeclared wars of 
assassination taking place in Pakistan, Yemen and elsewhere.  

The drone outline is a particular shade of green known as chromakey green. It is selected 
for its links to digital technology, greenscreen special effects and computer vision.  

Bridle notes: 

"This green is the colour of the future; chromakey green; greenscreen; the colour onto 
which we project our hopes and fantasies. It is the colour of technologically-augmented 
vision; the bright green of digital cameras and machine vision; of laser targetting systems; 
of late evolution. This green is the least "natural" of colours; or rather, it is the colour of 
another nature, verdant and elusive, that we live within and alongside, but have barely 
begun to notice." 

 

Lighthouse 

www.lighthouse.org.uk  
Lighthouse is a digital culture agency based in Brighton, UK. By supporting artists and 
filmmakers, through commissioning, exhibition and professional development, they 
demonstrate that digital culture is about more than technology and tools; it is about ideas, 
emotion, learning, and aesthetics. In the past 18 months, they have presented or co-
produced solo shows by David Blandy, The Otolith Group, Kutlug Ataman, Semiconductor, 
Iain Forsyth and Jane Pollard, Lynette Wallworth, and Trevor Paglen, and shown work by 
Blast Theory, Invisible Flock, Rafael Lozano Hemmer and over two dozen other artists. 
Lighthouse manages the high-level film scheme, BFI Shorts, in collaboration with the 
British Film Institute, which has 17 major short short films in production at present. They 
also run the UK’s leading mentoring programme for filmmakers – Guiding Lights – which 
supports rising film talent by connecting them with some of the industry’s greatest names, 
including Sam Mendes, Alex Garland, Kenneth Branagh and Barbara Broccoli. 
  
 
James Bridle  
booktwo.org/about/ 
Bridle is an artist, writer, and publisher based in London, UK. His work, including A Ship 
Adrift commissioned by Artangel, and The Iraq War Historiography, has been shown in 
galleries and museums internationally, in the UK, Netherlands, USA, Switzerland, France 
and China, and viewed by hundreds of thousands of unique visitors online. His formulation 
of the New Aesthetic research project has spurred debate and creative work, online and 
off, around the world. His recent work, Dronestagram, which documents the locations of 
US drone-strikes, has been featured in The Guardian, The Daily Mail, New York Magazine, 



the New Statesman and dozens of other publications. Bridle also writes for publications 
such as Wired, ICON and The Observer, where he publishes a regular column, and is a 
partner at the Really Interesting Group, a design partnership based in East London. He 
speaks regularly at conferences worldwide, including South by South West in Austin, 
dConstruct in Brighton, and Lift in Geneva. 
James Bridle was creative technologist in residence at Lighthouse in 2012. 
 
Brighton Festival  
brightonfestival.org  
Brighton Festival is an innovative commissioning and producing mixed arts festival 
offering an ambitious programme which has won critical acclaim for presenting exciting 
site-specific work and encouraging artistic debate. Michael Rosen – celebrated poet, 
writer, broadcaster, and former Children’s Laureate – is the Guest Director of the 47th 
Brighton Festival which takes place from May 4 - 26. This year’s Brighton Festival holds in 
store over 370 performances and 154 events in 30 venues across the city. There will also 
be 27 unique Brighton Festival commissions, premieres and exclusives. 
In 2011 Brighton Festival took the art world by surprise, appointing Burmese democracy 
leader Aung San Suu Kyi as Guest Director, while other previous Guest Directors have 
included actress and human rights campaigner Vanessa Redgrave, renowned visual artist 
Anish Kapoor and the celebrated musician Brian Eno. 


