
 
 
60 years since the discovery of DNA's structure, 500-year-old genetically 
altered man offers a novel approach to engaging with art and science 
 
An exhibition launching as part of the London Science Festival [23-30 Oct] 
offers a new approach to engaging with the history of DNA - 60 years since 
its discovery. 
 
Helix is London Science Festival’s flagship arts-science collaboration, 
created by Adam Rutherford, geneticist, broadcaster and author of 
Creation: The Origin of Life/The Future of Life; digital artist David Blandy 
and illustrator Daniel Locke.    
 
An interactive digital graphic novel experienced using touch screen devices, 
it tells the story of DNA from the perspective of a 500-year-old man kept 
alive by genetic therapy. The piece, including drawings, sketches and 
storyboards that demonstrate its evolution, will be on show at London’s 
GV Art from 24-30 Oct. 
 
Helix is the product of a residency at the digital culture agency Lighthouse 
during which Rutherford, Blandy and Locke explored how art and science 
could illuminate the story of DNA for contemporary audiences. 
 
Adam Rutherford explains: ‘Helix is a narrative that reflects humankind’s 
eternal obsession with the acquisition of non-human traits. These are 
present in all cultures from the very earliest figurative art. But in the 20th 
century, in the era of DNA and molecular biology, the expression of this 
interest became a reality with the advent of genetic engineering and now 
synthetic biology.  
 
‘David, Dan and I were interested in a long view of chimeric organisms, and 
how in the modern era, biotechnology will affect our lives.’ 
 

http://www.londonsciencefestival.com/
http://www.lighthouse.org.uk/programme/david-blandy-helix
http://www.apple.com
http://adamrutherford.com/
http://www.penguin.co.uk/nf/Book/BookDisplay/0,,9780670920440,00.html
http://davidblandy.co.uk
http://daniellocke.com/home.html
http://www.gvart.co.uk/
http://www.lighthouse.org.uk


David Blandy continues: ‘As a collaboration, we were interested in 
exploring the relationship between nature, culture and the future of life so 
it seemed fitting that we created it using hand-drawn images and placing 
them in a digital space. That digital technology has allowed us to combine 
graphic novel and animation techniques in an interactive way, enhancing 
the impact of the story to an extent that would be difficult to achieve by 
any other means.’ 
 
Honor Harger, Director of digital culture agency, Lighthouse, said: ‘2013 is 
the 60th anniversary of the discovery of DNA's structure by Crick, Watson, 
Franklin and Wilkins. To coincide with this anniversary, Helix has been 
commissioned, using the fascinating story of the discovery of DNA as a 
central motif. Helix takes the form of a digital graphic novel, exemplifying 
the interconnectedness of ideas and people. It examines the parallels 
between the historical story of how DNA was discovered, the development 
of synthetic biology, and the evolution of ideas.’ 
 
Meroë Candy, Senior Arts Adviser at the Wellcome Trust also commented: 
‘The discovery of DNA 60 years ago is arguably one of the most significant 
advances in the history of science and is shaping the way we think about 
the future of humanity. We are therefore delighted to be supporting Helix, 
a project that sets this discovery within its historical and cultural landscape 
in such an original way.’ 
 
Helix was commissioned by Lighthouse, supported by the Wellcome Trust 
and Arts Council England and made possible by Storythings, a creative 
agency working with new ways of storytelling, who created the web 
version of Helix from the collaborators’ original texts and drawings.  
 
For further information, interviews and images, please contact Chloe 
Barker, PR Consultant on 07921 866109 or at  
chloegudrun@live.co.uk 
 
 

  
 
 

http://www.wellcome.ac.uk
http://www.artscouncil.org.uk/
http://storythings.com


Notes to Editors 
 
About Lighthouse 
 
Lighthouse is a digital culture agency based in Brighton, UK. By supporting 
artists and filmmakers, through commissioning, exhibition and professional 
development, they demonstrate that digital culture is about more than 
technology and tools; it is about ideas, emotion, learning, and aesthetics. In 
the past 18 months, they have presented or co-produced solo shows by 
David Blandy, The Otolith Group, Kutlug Ataman, Semiconductor, Iain 
Forsyth and Jane Pollard, Lynette Wallworth, and Trevor Paglen, and 
shown work by Blast Theory, Invisible Flock, Rafael Lozano Hemmer and 
over two dozen other artists. Lighthouse manages the high-level film 
scheme, BFI Shorts, in collaboration with the British Film Institute, which 
has 17 major short short films in production at present. They also run the 
UK’s leading mentoring programme for filmmakers – Guiding Lights – 
which supports rising film talent by connecting them with some of the 
industry’s greatest names, including Sam Mendes, Alex Garland, Kenneth 
Branagh and Barbara Broccoli. 
 
www.lighthouse.org.uk 
 
About London Science Festival 
 
London Science Festival was founded with the mission to engage the 
public in all things scientific, from natural science to science in its most 
cultural and interdisciplinary contexts. We collaborate with leading 
scientists, artists, museums, universities and independent organisations, to 
open science up to those who fund it - and to allow individuals’ access to 
research which they can use to make informed decisions about their life.  
 
www.londonsciencefestival.com 
 
About the Wellcome Trust 
 
The Wellcome Trust is a global charitable foundation dedicated to 
achieving extraordinary improvements in human and animal health. It 
supports the brightest minds in biomedical research and the medical 
humanities. The Trust’s breadth of support includes public engagement, 



education and the application of research to improve health. It is 
independent of both political and commercial interests.  
 
www.wellcome.ac.uk 
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