
Advent Family Devotions

The devotionals that follow are perfect for  
family or group time. Each week, you will  
have the chance to read, discuss, and pray  

over the devotionals as you remember  
Christ’s first coming in a whole new way.  
Enjoy this special time, courtesy of your  

friends at Explore the Bible!



HOPE

“Because of his great mercy he has given us new birth into a living 
hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead and 

into an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading.” 

1 Peter 1:3–4

Peter knew what it meant to receive mercy. This assertive, bold man would often speak 
before he thought through his words and often suffered the consequences. Time after 
time, Jesus corrected and even rebuked Peter, but Jesus always showed a redemptive, 
patient mercy in the process. This was central in Peter’s growth in Christ, and as he 
grew older and wiser, he came to realize the importance of keeping such a balance of 

grace-filled mercy and truth. 

But Jesus’ example was not just for a moment or a day. It was for eternity. “Because  
of his great mercy,” Peter wrote, “He has given us new birth into a living hope...”  
(verse 3). In mercy, Jesus brought salvation, an eternal hope for all who would  
receive Him. Mercy is, therefore, forever. 

This is the hope of Jesus—the gift of the Father to the world. He is our hope, our  
inheritance, our unfading eternity. As you think about how you can celebrate Jesus 
this week, consider the salvation that He offers to you, your family, and the world. 
Celebrate Jesus, the light of the world, your hope! 

Questions to ask:

How are mercy and hope related? 

Why do you think people in the world need hope? How is the hope of Jesus different?

Share some ways you can pray for people or people groups by name who need hope.



PE ACE

“Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
and peace on earth to people he favors!” 

Luke 2:14

The night was quiet, the shepherds far away from town and in the fields with their flock. 
It was no doubt a quiet place for all to rest. 

But quietness did not mean peace, because a new peace would be revealed with might 
and merriment. It was a new sight, and the shepherds could not believe their eyes: first, 
an angel appeared, and then, a great light shone that was so matchless that it could only 
be described as the glory of God. All of this was awe-inspiring, but there was more!

They heard new sounds to their ears. The angel spoke to them. To them! He told them, 
“Don’t be afraid” (verse 10), but how could they not? After all, the sights, the sounds, 
the shocking way that this moment split the night in half—it was just overwhelming! 
Yet as they heard the first words of the angel, more words would come that would 
soothe them, as he told them of the great news and joy of the long-awaited Savior.  
This news brought comfort, relief, and most of all, peace in the night. 

Peace is not always the external quietness; it is an internal praise of Christ and His 
Kingdom. The gathering of even more angels proved this point, as they appeared and 
proclaimed, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and peace on earth to people he  
favors” (14). In the middle of a quiet night broken by sights and sounds like no other, 
God was praised, peace was proclaimed, and the Savior was revealed to be the eternal 
peace for all who believe. 

Today, we have the benefit of remembering that historic and special night. We have 
peace with God in Christ (Romans 5:1), and we look forward to our eternal peace with 
Him. This week, as you celebrate the peace of Christ, remember the praises of the angels 
and the fact that one day, there will be an even greater gathering of Christ, His angels, 
and His people. 

Questions to ask:

What does it mean to say that quietness is not necessarily peace? 

How is the peace of Jesus different than the world’s peace?

Share some ways you can pray for people or people groups by name who need peace.



JOY

“When they saw the star, they were overwhelmed with joy.” 

Matthew 2:10

The Magi had traveled many miles to their destination in the hope to see a new King,  
a King that was like no other. Following a distant star in their western sky, they  
followed in faith to worship Him. No doubt that there was a joy in their hearts at its 
first appearing, a joy that was elevated as they got closer to Jerusalem. The words of  
the prophets of old and the excitement of seeing the new coming of the long-awaited 
One would only bring more joy to their hearts. What an amazing time! 

The joy of that moment and the joy of today have one thing in common: that person, 
Jesus Christ. Today, we see the King for who He is, Jesus Christ. And He is not only  
the King, but the Savior of the world, the purpose for living, the reason for existence, 
the hope of our hearts, and the joy of our souls. 

In fact, the Bible tells us that we are to do all things with joy, to have joy in our daily 
lives, and to make a merry melody in our hearts as others see the joy in us. This week, 
spend time with those whom you love and recount the joy in the events leading up to 
Jesus’ first coming. Even more, dwell on the joy that we will feel when He comes again, 
something prophesied of old and yet magnificently new as we see Him return.

Questions to ask:

How is the joy of the first coming related to the joy of His return? 

How is His second coming greater?

What is the source of our joy? Why does this go beyond our circumstances?



LOVE

“But you, dear friends, as you build yourselves up in your most  
holy faith, praying in the Holy Spirit, keep yourselves in the  

love of God, waiting expectantly for the mercy of our 
Lord Jesus Christ for eternal life.” 

Jude 20–21

Among the things that Jude commands in this passage, he tells his readers to build 
themselves up in the faith. Yet, how is this done? First, Romans 10:17 (CSB) tells us 
that “faith comes from what is heard, and what is heard comes through the message 
about Christ.” We come to faith in Christ, then we grow by studying His Word, praying, 
worshiping, and encouraging one another in daily life. 

But there is a reason why we would want to do this in the first place: because of love.  
In God’s Kingdom, it is His love that compels us, controls us, encourages us, helps us, 
and leads us to a better way than what the world offers. Jesus has given us a basic but 
often difficult assignment: to love God with all of our heart, soul, mind, and strength, 
and to love one another as ourselves. This love for God and people only comes if we are 
in the fellowship of God through His Son, Jesus Christ. This is why this passage from 
Jude is so wonderful. It’s all related and all about Him. 

This year, as you celebrate Christmas with your family, celebrate the love of Jesus that 
surrounds us. Find a way to show the love of Jesus to others in a radical way. Volunteer 
with your church or a ministry to people that displays the love of Jesus Christ. 

May God use you this year as you extend His love to the world!

Questions to ask:

In what ways are loving God and people easy? How is it difficult? 

How can you and your family display the love of Christ in an authentic way?

How can this love be extended beyond the present and to the rest of the year?


