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Romans Sermon Series 
Supports Session 7: Raised! 

Sermon Title: Yes, This Really Happened 
Passage: Matthew 28:1-15 

 
 
Connection to Matthew 28  
 
In Matthew 28, we find some of Jesus’ closest followers discovering His empty tomb. They are 
flooded with emotions as they encounter the truth that He is risen. This sermon focuses on the 
imperatives of the angels and how these imperatives apply to believers today.  
 
Introduction/Opening 
 
Sometimes we are greeted with news that is so extraordinary we can hardly believe it. A surprise 
victory, a rescue, or long-lost siblings finding each other may garner our attention. We want to 
believe the stories, so we check other sources to confirm what we are hearing. We want to 
celebrate in the extraordinary as well!  
 
Easter brings us to news of an extraordinary event; it was so extraordinary that it happened only 
once in history. No one has duplicated it, nor will they. How are we to respond to this news—the 
news of Jesus’ resurrection? The imperatives of the angel in Matthew 28 give us clues.  
 
Outline 
 

1. Come (v. 6). 
The angel's first imperative was "come." Much might have stopped the women from 
coming.  
a. The place itself might have stopped them. They were in a graveyard.  
b. Fear of Rome might have stopped them. The stone had been sealed, but the seal was 

broken and the stone removed. Rome had been defied. They might be implicated in 
the crime.   

c. Their sin might have stopped them. Something mysterious and holy had taken place 
here. They might have reasoned, "This is sacred ground. We can't go closer." None of 
this stopped them.  

d. The word "come" is an invitation. Through the gospel, the Lord invites us to come to 
Him. The message of Easter is "come.”  Come to the One who will give you rest. 
Come to the One who died on the cross for you. Come to the One who conquered sin 
and death. Come to the One who can forgive. Come to the One who can give you 
peace. Come to the One who can give you eternal life. Come to the One who was 
dead but now lives. Come to Jesus!  
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2. See (v. 6). 
The second imperative was "see." What should we see when we look into the tomb?  
a. First, Jesus did in fact die for us.  
b. Second, we should see the horror of our sin, for it was our sin that put Him there  

(Isa. 53:5).  
c. Third, when we look into the tomb we are reminded that we too will die. The tomb 

speaks of our mortality and warns us that there is a life beyond this life for which we 
must prepare.  

d. Fourth, we must look into the tomb to see that Jesus is not in it. He is risen as He 
said. He has conquered death. In all the reports we have, whether in the New 
Testament or in other sources from that time, there is not one attempt to deny that the 
grave was empty.  

e. Finally, we should look into the tomb and learn that we will also rise, as Jesus did, if 
we have trusted Him. Jesus came to save His own and take them to heaven to be with 
Him. When we look at the tomb, we are assured that one day we will be with Him 
and will be as He is.  
 

3. Go and Tell (v. 7). 
This was the third and fourth of the angel's imperatives, and it reminds us there is work to 
be done. If we have come to the tomb, have seen that it is empty, believe that Jesus was 
raised, and then obeyed Jesus by going into the world, clearly we must speak of what we 
know. We must say to people, "He is not here; He has risen, just as He said."  

Conclusion 
 
On April 15, 2019, people gathered and watched in disbelief as the Notre Dame Cathedral in 
Paris was engulfed in fire. One of the images gave hope after the fire featured the golden altar 
cross. The cross remained standing. For Jesus, the cross was not the end of the story, for He has 
been raised from the dead and serves as an announcement  

that Jesus is God's Son and our Savior,  
that His death has been accepted by the Father as the payment for our sins,  
that those who believe on Jesus are in a right relationship with God,  
that there is power for victory over sin for all who belong to Jesus, and 
that those who trust Jesus Christ will themselves be raised from death to life and spend 
eternity in heaven with Him.  
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