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Session 11: Living with Opposition 
 Suggested Week of Use: August 11, 2019 

Core Passage: Titus 1:1-5,10-16 
 

 

News Story Summary 
 
Recently, NASA celebrated the 50th anniversary of the first landing on the moon, which 
occurred on July 20, 1969. While many people commemorated and celebrated the event, some 
people voiced their continued belief that the moon landing was a massive hoax using special 
effects and trick photography.  
 
These conspiracy theorists claim a number of items as evidence, such as supposed 
discrepancies in photos, conditions on the moon making a moon walk untenable, and previous 
blunders by NASA. They see these as proof that the landing had been faked.  
 
These nay-sayers say the motive behind the hoax was to get continued funding for NASA’s 
space program and to avoid humiliation for its failures. Others believe the landing was faked as 
a way to help the U.S. government divert attention from the unpopular Vietnam War.  
 
(For more on this story, search the Internet using the phrase, “moon landing hoax lives on”.) 
 

Focus Attention 
 

To supplement the Focus Attention idea, highlight the recent commemoration of the landing on 
the moon. Share a summary of why some still believe the landing to be a hoax. Ask: Why do you 
think some people refuse to believe the moon landing occurred? How do you tell a truth from a 
lie or a hoax? Say: Today, the Bible study will focus on true and false teachings. Be thinking 
about how you know if something is a true teaching from Scripture. 
  
Challenge 
 

To supplement the Summarize and Challenge idea, close by recalling the story about the 
anniversary of the moon landing and those who continue to believe it to be a hoax. Emphasize 
that people who don’t believe the moon landing occurred are unwilling to accept the volumes 
of evidence that point to the landing. Ask: What evidence do you rely on to accept Scripture as 
God’s Word? To believe Jesus was an actual historical figure and not a myth? To believe in the 
resurrection? Challenge the group to think about what reasoning they would give for their faith. 
Point out how having evidence to support your beliefs can uphold the truth and counter false 
teaching. Then close in prayer. 
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