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Numbers; Deuteronomy Sermon Series 
Supports Session 7: God Expects   

Sermon Title: “On Jordan’s Banks” 
Passage: Numbers 33:1-49 

 
 
Connection to Numbers 32:20-32 
 
In this final section of Numbers the people prepared for war when they entered the 
promised land. As they prepared for war Moses reminded them of where they came from. 
Moses explicitly mentioned being commanded by God to write down Israel’s journey. He 
retold how God had been with His people throughout the wilderness wandering.  
 
Introduction/Opening 
 
To say that people enjoy learning about their roots is an understatement. There are 
numerous companies that exist today making millions of dollars telling people about their 
roots and where they come from. Numerous people are searching out their family’s 
history in order to better understand themselves. As the people of Israel prepared to enter 
the promised land, Moses reminded them of what God had done for them and where they 
came from. In this retelling of the wilderness wandering, Moses testified to what God had 
done for Israel in his lifetime. It is important for us to look back on our own lives and be 
reminded of God’s providential grace in our lives. Although this might seem like a boring 
travel itinerary, this is actually the family history of all those who have placed their faith 
in Jesus Christ.  
 
Outline 

1. God Commissioned Moses to Write (Num. 33:1-2) 
a. Moses was commissioned by God to write down “the starting points for 

the stages of their journey” (v. 2).  
b. This list was to be a reminder of how God’s mighty hand led them out of 

Egypt and His mighty hand directed them through the wilderness for forty 
years.  

2. Reminder: God Conquered Egypt (Num. 33:3-8) 
a. God “executed judgment” against Egypt’s gods. 

i. Upon hearing this the people would be reminded of how God 
saved the Israelites from slavery in Egypt and showed His power 
over Egypt through the plagues and the Red Sea crossing.  

ii. This travel log is meant to be a reminder of God’s deliverance and 
the freedom they received.  

3. Reminder: God Provided for Israel (Num. 33:9-14) 
a. God miraculously provided water for His people. This is why Marah, 

Elim, and Rephidim are mentioned here.  
b. God miraculously provided victory for His people. At Rephidim God gave 

them victory over the Amalekites. 
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4. Reminder: God Judges Sin (Num. 33:15-39) 
a. Kibroth-hattaavah was where the events of Numbers 11 took place. Fire 

rained down upon the people because of their complaints. 
b.  Kadesh was where the people refused to enter the promised land  

(Num. 13-14).  
c. Mount Hor was where Aaron went to die because he and Moses were 

guilty of striking the rock (Num. 20:27).  
5. Reminder: God is True to His Promises (Num. 33:40-49) 

a. God promised He would lead the people out of Egypt, they would wander 
in the wilderness, and one day they would enter the promised land. 

b. God had done what He said; He had brought them to the border of the 
promised land, and now they must prepare to enter.  

 
Conclusion 
Throughout this whole list—for over forty years—God provided, protected, and guided 
His people. They have now arrived on the banks of the Jordan River, and it is time for 
them to cross over and conquer the promised land. When we look back on our history 
certainly there are times of grief where we have sinned and failed God. But praise God 
that our past is not what God judges us on but on whether or not we believe and trust in 
His Son who leads His people through this life in order that they might enter the true 
promised land—eternity with Him. 
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