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Numbers; Deuteronomy Sermon Series 
Supports Session 3: God Requires  

Sermon Title: “I Only Struck the Rock” 
Passage: Numbers 20:1-13  

 
 
Connection to Numbers 20:1-13 
 
The Israelites had been wandering in the wilderness for forty years and most of the 
previous generation has died in the wilderness as God promised. The time had come for 
them to go and enter the promised land. This section begins the third travel narrative after 
the exodus. In this section they are in desperate need of water in the wilderness. Instead 
of trusting in God to provide, this new generation complains. The Lord again provides 
water from a rock. Here we see why Moses and Aaron would be unable to enter the 
promised land.  
 
Introduction/Opening 
 
It seemed like such a small matter. Moses struck the rock instead of speaking to it and 
because of that he was unable to enter the promised land. For all the difficulties Moses 
had to endure—grumbling, wilderness wandering, rebellion—it seems as if striking a 
rock instead of speaking to it was minor. However, at the heart of Moses’ action of 
striking the rock was a failure to follow the command of the Lord. God told Moses to 
speak to it, but Moses struck the rock. He failed to fully obey the directives of God.  
 
Outline 

1. Death (Num. 20:1) 
a. As the people began their journey toward the promised land, Moses’ sister 

Miriam died. Miriam was a leader of the women of Israel and a prophetess 
(Ex. 15:20). Her death was reported with modest details. 

b. Moses loved Miriam and her death had an effect on him. One could see 
how her death could have affected Moses’ judgment when he struck the 
rock. However, Moses could not use his grief as an excuse to fail to obey 
God.  

i. In times of great loss, and even depression, do we turn to God as 
our refuge or do we turn against Him in anger?  

2. Rebellion: Again! (Num. 20:2-5) 
a. Although this was a new generation, they continued in the sin of their 

forefathers. They grumbled and complained against God despite all that 
He did to provide for them and the previous generation.  

i. What might our grumbling today be teaching the next generation?  
3. Promised Provision (Num. 20:6-9) 

a. Despite the people complaining, God appeared to Moses and Aaron and 
promised to provide water for the people and their livestock (v. 8).  

b. In Exodus 17, the previous generation needed water and God told Moses 
to strike the rock. Here, God specifically told Moses to speak to the rock. 

c.   
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4. Moses’ Disobedience (Num. 20:10-11) 
a. Moses and Aaron called the people to gather before the rock. 
b. Instead of speaking to the rock as God said, Moses struck the rock.   

5. Moses and Aaron’s Verdict (Num. 20:12-13) 
a. God told them that they would not lead the people into the promised land 

because they disobeyed His command to speak to the rock. God said that 
Moses striking the rock was because he “did not trust me to demonstrate 
my holiness in the sight of the Israelites” (v. 12). 

i. Some have said the reason Moses struck the rock was because of 
anger and that is why God punished him. While this may be 
partially true, Moses’ action of striking the rock was actually due 
to his lack of trust in God.  

b. God takes disobedience to His word seriously. For most of his life Moses 
was faithful to do what God commanded him to do. Here Moses failed to 
trust the Lord and likely acted out of anger and frustration.  

i. Our sinful actions have consequences. We must realize that sin is 
no small matter to God.  

ii. Even what might be described as a “minor sin” is an affront to the 
one true God who is perfectly holy.  

 
Conclusion 
 
Although Moses striking the rock instead of speaking to it seems like a minor detail, it 
was a faithless act. In striking the rock in Numbers 20, he was directly disobeying God. 
We must take God’s Word seriously. Moses did not know it at the time, but from the rest 
of Scripture it is known that this rock here was actually a picture, of Jesus Christ. Paul 
writes, “All were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea. They all ate the same 
spiritual food, and all drank the same spiritual drink. For they drank from the spiritual 
rock that followed them, and that rock was Christ” (1 Cor. 10:2-4). In John 4 and 7, Jesus 
says that He is the fountain of living water. God was using their need for physical thirst to 
point them to their need for spiritual drink that could only be quenched in His Son Jesus 
Christ, who offers living water.  
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