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Ephesians Sermon Series 
Supports Session 3: Resurrected 

Potential Sermon Title: Saved by Grace  
Through Faith 

Passage: Ephesians 2:1-10 
 

 
Connection to Session 3 
 
Paul narrowed the focus to the more personal experience of salvation, explaining how salvation 
applies to the individual. 
 
Introduction/Opening 
 
The very last phrase of chapter one refers to the Lord Jesus, as the “one who fills all things in 
every way” (1:23b). That is about as broad and comprehensive a statement can be. But then he 
says at the beginning of chapter two, “And you…” This is where he narrows the focus to each 
individual to whom he was writing. Christ is alive and reigning as head over everything (1:20-
22)! That’s a glorious declaration! But what about our own personal situation? Well, “you were 
dead in your trespasses and sins” (2:1). At some point, we each need to consider how our 
personal lives fit into God’s big plan of salvation. 
 
Outline 
 

1. Saved from What? (Eph. 2:1-3) 
a. Spiritual death (v. 1): Romans 3:23; Romans 6:23a 
b. A fleshly life (vv. 2-3a) 

We “previously lived…”  
Christians don’t live the same as they used to (Rom. 8:6-10). 

c. The wrath of God (v. 3b) 
John 3:18; Romans 5:9 
 

2. Saved by What? (Eph. 2:4-8) 
a. By God (vv. 4-5a) 

It’s nothing we earned, but it is the result of our union with Christ.  
b. By Grace (vv. 5b-8a) 

Salvation is a gift (Rom. 6:23b). Grace is not a thing that God gives us; it is the 
evidence of the graciousness of God. 

c. Through Faith (v. 8b) 
Salvation is not because of faith, as if our faith was so great that God was 
obligated to save us. Faith is the way that we receive God’s gracious gift of 
salvation 
 
 
 
 

 



© LifeWay Christian Resources   LifeWay.com/ExploreTheBible 
 
 

3. Saved for What? (Eph. 2:7,9-10) 
a. To display God’s grace (v. 7) 
b. To do good works (v. 10a) 
c. To fulfill God’s plan for our lives (v. 10b) 

Throughout Ephesians God’s plan is emphasized (1:4,5,9,10,11). It is at this 
point—with the good works each of us as individuals are to carry out—that the 
plan gets personal.  

 
Conclusion 
 
Have you been saved by grace through faith? If you are a Christian, then the answer is yes, 
because this is the only way salvation happens. And if you have been saved by grace through 
faith, then that means that you have also been saved for good works. We need to have these 
truths down pat so that they are easy to share. And the order and even the prepositions are very 
important: by grace, through faith, for good works.  
 
If you are not a Christian, now you know how God wants to save you, what He wants to save 
you from, and what He wants to save you for. He has done the work and offered the gift. You 
just have to receive it by faith and then let Him fulfill His purpose for your life. 
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