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               Ephesians Sermon Series 

   Supports Session 1: Rejoice 
Sermon Title: To the Praise of His Glorious Grace 
   Passage: Ephesians 1:1-14 

 
 
Connection to Session 1 
 
The Book of Ephesians deals with the glorious realities of the grace of God, the body of Christ, 
and the fullness of the Spirit. It is one of the most densely packed writings in the entire Bible. 
Paul emphasized the richness of God’s grace, the richness of God’s blessings in Christ, and the 
richness of our inheritance as His children in a section that can be read aloud in less than two 
minutes!  
 
Introduction/Opening 
 
When was the last time you used the word “glorious”? There are some hymns that use that word, 
and we may use it to describe the weather on a warm and sunny day. Occasionally, an excited 
sports fan may use the word to describe some great play or great victory: “Did you see that 
comeback? It was glorious!” It is probably best that we do use the word sparingly; it doesn’t 
seem to describe, unfortunately, many of our everyday experiences. But when we come to the 
extraordinary truths of Ephesians chapter one, that’s when the word “glorious” fits like no other 
word. If, or when, we begin to grasp just how glorious God’s grace is and how glorious His 
whole plan of salvation is, then we might find ourselves using the word more often and noticing 
more and more ways that God is still demonstrating His glory around us and in us. 
 
Outline 
 

1. The Recipients of God’s Grace (Eph. 1:1-2) 
a. The Apostle Paul: He was “an apostle of Christ Jesus by God’s will,” which 

means, in part, that it was God’s sovereign and gracious choice. Paul didn’t apply 
for the job, and he didn’t deserve it. He often used the word “grace” when he 
described his calling (Eph. 3:2, 8; Rom. 1:5; 1 Cor. 15:9-10; Gal. 1:15-16). 

b. The faithful saints: They were called “faithful,” which emphasizes active 
obedience. They were called “saints” (holy ones) which emphasizes their settled 
standing “in Christ.” 

 
2. The Riches of God’s Grace (Eph. 1:3-13) 

a. Paul identified aspects of our salvation emphasizing the secure results of 
salvation, which God (Father, Son, and Holy Spirit) has accomplished and applied 
by His grace alone, through faith alone, in Christ alone. Union with Christ (“in 
Christ” or “in him,” vv. 1,3,4,6,7,9,10,11,12,13)  

b. Our election/predestination (vv. 4-5,10-11), adoption (v. 5), redemption (v. 7), 
revelation (vv. 8-9), inheritance (vv. 11,14), and sealing (v. 13) show the riches of 
God’s gracious salvation and the wealth of reasons to rejoice in God’s grace, 
which God “lavished on us in the Beloved One” (v. 6). 
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3. The Reasons for God’s Grace (Eph. 1:4,6,12,14) 
We could never be holy and blameless before Him apart from His grace (cf.Jude 
24). God’s sovereign, saving grace is always tied to God’s purpose for how we 
should live out our lives after experiencing His grace (Eph. 2:10; Rom. 6:1-4; Gal. 
5:13; Titus 2:11-14). His grace brings praise to His glory (vv. 6,12,14) 
 

4. The Response to God’s Grace (Eph. 1:1-14) 
a. Become one of his people 

The words “us,” “our” and “we” are used 15 times in these 14 verses. The riches 
are only for those who are “in Christ”—true Christians. 
Anyone can be “in Christ” if he or she accepts the gospel message as the word of 
truth and truly believes in Jesus for salvation (v. 13).   

b. Praise His glorious name 
This is the purpose of God’s plan of salvation and should be our purpose as well.  

 
 
Conclusion 
 
If someone told you today that you have thousands of dollars in your bank account that you 
didn’t realized you had, you would probably shout for joy. Spiritually speaking, in Christ, Paul is 
telling us here that we are more richly blessed than we can imagine. We need to rejoice in these 
truths and praise God for His glory and His grace. If you are feeling spiritually impoverished 
today, God wants to lavish upon you the many blessings of His grace. Come to Christ because 
that’s where His glorious grace is found. 
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