
Session 11: Promises  
 Suggested Week of Use: May 12, 2019 

Core Passages: Mark 13:24-37 
 

 
 
 
 
News Story Summary 
 
Following the Notre Dame cathedral fire on April 15 of this year, many Parisians grieved the 
impact of the fire on their lives and communities. One reporter said the artifacts of Notre Dame 
were reminders of the souls of the people. Many of the artifacts were saved and will be returned 
to the cathedral. This caused Nigerian editor, Sarah John, to reflect on the thousands of stolen 
African artifacts that have been housed in France and other parts of Europe for many years. Even 
though last year, a promise was made to return the artifacts to Africa, they remain in France. 
Sarah said, “I have been mourning the fracture of their [Parisians’] souls—they, too, should 
mourn the fragmentation of mine.” 
 
(For more on this story, search the Internet using the phrase “Notre Dame return of Africa’s 
soul.”) 
 
 
Focus Attention  
 
To supplement the Focus Attention ideas, share the news story summary. Explain that Sarah 
John made a point that stolen African art, which is housed in France, also represents the souls of 
its people. However, the African art was not returned to Africa as promised. Ask: What 
difference does it make when a promise is made by someone, but the promise is not kept? 

Challenge 
 
To supplement the Reflect idea in Summarize and Challenge, remind the group of the news story 
summary. Explain that Sarah John represents a group of people who continue to hope for the 
return of stolen African art to their country, while the Parisians have hope because of the 
assurance their art will be returned to the Notre Dame cathedral. Ask: What is the difference 
between hope that something will return (Africans) and hope because something will return 
(Parisians)? Share with group members that we have the solid assurance that Jesus will one day 
return. Complete the step as written. 
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