
08FAMILY CONNECTION

As You Go
These are simple questions to ask your students as you go home from church or go about your weekly activities. 

.01 WHAT ARE SOME GOALS AND DREAMS YOU HAVE?

.02 HOW DOES YOUR RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD SHAPE YOUR GOALS AND DREAMS? IF YOUR 
AMBITIONS ARE NOT SHAPED BY JESUS, WHAT MIGHT NEED TO CHANGE?

Family Devotion 
Consider following up with your student later in the week with the following summary and discussion questions.

We were created to live for God’s glory (Isa. 43:7), so when we are ambitious only for our own advancement or glory, 
we will see our ambitions begin to corrupt our hearts. As followers of Christ, we always need to consider what is 
motivating us. Selfish ambition corrupted Absalom’s heart, destroyed his relationship with David, and dishonored the 
God he was created to worship. Likewise, any hint of selfish ambition will corrupt our hearts and also dishonors God.

.01 HOW DO OUR MOTIVES HAVE AN IMPACT ON THE THINGS WE SAY AND DO EVERY DAY? 

.02 HOW CAN WE REDIRECT OUR MOTIVES FOR LIVING AWAY FROM OUR OWN REPUTATIONS 
TO THE GOOD OF OUR NEIGHBORS AND THE GLORY OF GOD?

Pray: Set aside some time this week to pray for those in leadership, both in your church as well as those in local and 
national government. Pray for Christian leaders in these positions, that they would humble themselves before God 
and walk in repentance as they serve. Pray also for yourself, that God would help you root out selfishness so that you 
might humbly seek Him and walk in repentance.

Summary: 2 Samuel 15:10-16,24-30

Discussion Questions

Evaluate Ambition

Continue reading the Book of 2 Samuel and check out the Bible 
Reading Plan online and in the Personal Study Guide if you don’t 
already have a plan. Also read the following stories that pertain 
to humility and discuss other examples in the Bible of those with 
humble hearts.

• 2 Chronicles 1:1,7-12; 6:12-21

• Luke 18:9-14

• John 3:22-30

Selfish ambition corrupts our hearts and 
dishonors God.


