
Session 1: Calls  
 Suggested Week of Use: March 3, 2019 

Core Passages: Mark 1:9-20 
 

 
 
 
 
News Story Summary 
 
George H. W. Bush, the 41st president of the United States, died recently at age 94. A review of 
his life revealed heroic actions he took as a 18-year-old naval aviator. During World War II, 
Bush was slated to fly in a strike over Chichi Jima, a Japanese island. Two other comrades flew 
with him. Before they reached their target, their plane was hit. Though he was choking on smoke 
that filled the cockpit, Bush dropped bombs on his target. Without regard to his own safety, he 
told his comrades to parachute out of the plane. Subsequently, he parachuted out as well and 
crashed into the ocean. He was soon picked up by a 311-foot submarine. For his actions, Bush 
received the Distinguished Flying Cross for heroism under fire.  
 
(For more on this story, search the Internet using the phrase “George HW Bush war hero.”) 
 
 
Focus Attention  
 
To supplement Introduce in the Focus Attention idea, share the news story. Explain that 
President George H. W. Bush’s heroic war-time actions were largely unspoken until his death. 
Ask: What does this say about him as a person? To supplement Direct in the Focus Attention 
idea, ask: Do you think President Bush exhibited any of the essential characteristics for a hero?  
 
 
Challenge 
 
To supplement the second State in the Summarize and Challenge idea, remind the group of the 
news article. Ask: How can the heroism of individuals like President George H. W. Bush 
compare to how we view Christ? Explain that if the heroism of flawed humans is honored, then 
the heroism of our perfect Savior, Jesus Christ should be honored even more so. Encourage the 
group to regard following Christ as important and necessary. Challenge them to be a 
Christ-following hero to someone who does not know Jesus as Lord and Savior. 
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