Session 13: Finding Strength
Suggested Week of Use: May 27
Core Passage: 2 Corinthians 12:7b-10; 13:2-8

News Story Summary
The Ainsworth Restaurant partnered with chef Jonathan Cheban to create 24K Gold Chicken
Wings. The item is available at two of the restaurant’s New York City locations. The food item
is described as being gold-dusted, 24-hour brined, gold coconut butter-chipotle honey, (and)
gourmet bleu cheese. The 24K wings can be purchased in orders of 10, 20, and 50, with the order
of 10 costing $45. Brian Mazza, the owner of the restaurants, stated that they added the menu
item because they wanted to create a never before done item that no one had ever seen or tasted.
(For more on this story, search the Internet using the term “24K Chicken Wings”.)
Focus Attention
To replace the illustration activity under Focus Attention, share about news story about the
chicken wings being served coated with 24K gold dust. Conduct a poll, asking group members if
they would try one of the wings if given the opportunity. Lead the group to discuss why some
may be intrigued by the menu item. Ask: What makes this food item tempting? Why might a
person pay for the opportunity to eat this item? Emphasize responses that point to trying
something new or different. Highlight how the promise of a new experience can be found behind
many temptations. Complete the step as written by asking the group to discuss the most common
weaknesses or temptations faced by believers. Point out any identified that include the promise
of a new experience.
Challenge
To begin the Summarize and Challenge suggestion, remind the group of the news story about the
24K gold chicken wings. Ask: What would be the test this food item would need to pass to be
considered a success? After allowing the group to share, ask: For the believer, what would the
test he or she would need to pass to be considered a success? Complete the step as written,
reviewing the statements printed under Apply the Text.
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