
Session 8: Saves  
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Core Passages: Mark 15:27-39 
 

 
 
 
 
News Story Summary 
 
Only a small patch of grass divides one community from others in the Tampa Bay Area of 
Florida. The patch of grass sits between two sections of unconnected road, both deadends but 
designed to me connected by a bridge. Residents in that area who want to travel to Pasco County 
must venture through winding residential streets, making the 4 mile drive in 20 to 25 minutes. 
Finishing the connection of the two roads believe this would bring growth in the area while some 
residents are concerned about excessive vehicles traveling through the local elementary school 
zone which is on part of the street not connected. Pasco County leaders have recently issued a 
short survey to get feedback on bridging the gap between the communities.  
 
(For more on this story, search the Internet using the phrase “bridging the gap between 
communities Pasco.”) 
 
 
Focus Attention  
 
To supplement the Define idea in Focus Attention, share the news story. Point out that Pasco 
County leaders are trying to bridge a gap between their county and other counties. They want 
growth, while some residents want safety. Ask: What argument would you use for either side? 
How can a bridge be built both literally and figuratively? Complete the step as written. 

Challenge 
 
Following the Reflect idea in Summarize and Challenge, remind the group of the news article. 
Share that the leaders and residents of the Bay Area need a physical bridge for travel to one of 
their communities. Explain that people need a bridge that connects them to Jesus. Emphasize that 
some may be resistant to Jesus, failing to recognize the advantage of following Him and 
choosing to focus on what might change as a result. Proclaim that what is gained by trusting in 
Jesus far outweighs anything that might be lost. Complete the step as written.  
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