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Sermon Series 
Supports Session 13: Reconciliation 

Sermon Title: Together Again 
Passage: Genesis 45:1-15 

 

 
Connection to the Passage 
 

Jacob has been called and renamed, sons have been born and raised, and Joseph rose to the top as 

the one through whom God’s people would be preserved. Yet, Joseph, once sold and forgotten 

by his brothers, must be reconciled to his brothers so that the twelves tribes of Israel may be once 

again unified for the glory of God. 

 

Introduction/Opening 
 

Bring two things back together that were at one time been joined together presents challenges. 

We think of the challenges faced in reconciliation between husbands and wives, parents and 

children, siblings, co-workers, and races and nations. Reconciliation can be hard, but most things 

worth the effort come with a price.   

 

The basis for reconciliation is our reconciliation with God the Father through God the Son, Jesus 

Christ, by the life-changing power of the Holy Spirit.  

    

Outline 
 

1. Reconciliation and Humble Emotion (Gen. 45:1-3) 

a. Through a series of events, Joseph was brought face to face with his brothers. Joseph 

was moved with deep emotion when confronted with his brothers after many years of 

separation. 

b. How was it possible for Joseph to have a tender heart for his brothers, even though 

they had been separated from him by their own sin? God allowed Joseph to not let his 

heart become jaded and hardened. 

c. Reconciliation requires a tender heart. 

 

2. Reconciliation and God’s Purposes (Gen. 45:4-8) 

a. As Joseph was being reconciled to his brothers, he was able to explain to them the 

purposes of God. God had been working through the misguided actions of the 

brothers. 

b. Reconciliation is only possible when we see through and beyond the circumstances of 

life and look to the eternal purposes of God. 

c. Too often when we are separated from others we only look at the offense that 

separated us from them. God calls us to see through and beyond these circumstances 

and try to see the hand of God. 

d. Joseph was able to say, when it was all said and done, that it was God not them who 

had sent him to Egypt. 
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3. Reconciliation and Salvation (Gen. 45:9-15) 

a. Joseph told his brothers that God was on the move and that they were to gather up the 

rest of the family and return to Egypt. The brothers came to Egypt looking for food 

during a server famine. Because God had given Joseph wisdom to prepare Egypt for 

this famine, he could be a part of God saving his family and reconciling him to his 

brothers and father. 

b. In the end, reconciliation is another word for salvation. 

i. We have been reconciled or brought back together to God through Jesus 

Christ. 

ii. Joseph was reconciled to his brothers for the saving of a nation. 

iii. And when we are reconciled to friends and family members it is for the 

purpose of bringing glory to God and as a testament to our reconciliation to 

God through the gospel. 

 

4. Reconciliation and Relationships (Gen. 45:15) 

a. Verse 15 notes that Joseph and his brothers talked with each other. Rather than 

talking at each other or about each other, Joseph and his family talked with each. 

b. When we are reconciled with others, the purpose is two-fold: forgiving of sins 

committed between two or more people, and for the building of a new relationship. 

c. The church is the company of the reconciled, to God and each other. 

 

Conclusion 
 

Reconciliation is a part of God’s purposes in our lives. He wants to be reconciled to us through 

faith in Jesus Christ, but He also wants us to be reconciled, if at all possible, to others. Grace, 

forgiveness, and mercy are required for reconciliation and serve as a testimony of the gospel.  
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