
© LifeWay Christian Resources   LifeWay.com/ExploreTheBible 

Sermon Series 
Supports Session 12: Opportunity 

Sermon Title: When Opportunity Knocks 
Passage: Genesis 41:15-21; 33-40  

 

 

Connection to the Passage 
 

Joseph survived the bitterness and hatred of his brothers and the false accusations of Potiphar’s 

wife, yet he remained in jail. Joseph’s ability to dream and interpret dreams will now be used to 

save a nation. God gives Joseph an opportunity and Joseph responds with obedience and 

integrity. 

 

Introduction/Opening 
 

God creates opportunity for us. When God opens doors, He expects us to walk through them 

with courage and obedience. But sometimes opportunities come our way disguised as 

difficulties. We must act with prayer and wisdom, as well as expediency. Joseph, seemingly on 

the downward part of life’s journey, was in prison. Yet, because of his God-given ability to 

interpret dreams Joseph was given the opportunity that would eventually set the stage for God to 

rescue His people.  

    

Outline 
 

1. Opportunity and Dependance on God (Gen. 41:14-16) 

a. When no one else could interpret Pharaoh’s dreams, Joseph was summoned. Rather 

than this being a moment of arrogance and pride, Joseph tells Pharaoh that he will 

attempt to help with two truths in mind: 

i. It is God who gave Joseph the ability to interpret dreams. 

ii. He will give only the interpretation God gives.  

b. God gives us opportunities to serve Him and others. These are not opportunities for 

arrogance and pride, but of a deep dependence on God. 

 

2. Opportunity and God’s Purposes (Gen. 41:17-21) 

a. God gives us opportunities for His purposes. While we may be given remarkable gifts 

and even be given public attention, in the end, the opportunities that come our way 

are for the purpose of bringing attention and glory to God.  

b. Joseph revealed that the two dreams represented seven years of abundance that will 

be followed by a seven years of severe famine. 

c. The message was clear: Pharaoh must prepare his people and his nation for this 

coming crisis.  

d. Joseph counseled Pharaoh to select a wise man to prepare the nation for this crisis. 
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3. Opportunity and the Wisdom of God (Gen. 41:33ff.) 

a. Joseph is raised to the position of second in command to Pharaoh. Yet, he continues 

to lean on God’s wisdom. 

b. Joseph is a man from a different nation among a nation with many gods. Yet, God 

raises him up to save a nation. 

c. When God opens up an opportunity for service He does so not to bring attention to 

us, but to the God we serve. 

d. We must be wise in our circumstances, and we must be wise in spite of our 

circumstances. 

 

4. Opportunity and Salvation (Gen. 41:37-56) 

a. God raised Joseph up so that God might bring Himself glory by eventually humbling 

this great but idolatrous nation. 

b. Further, God raised up Joseph so that God might save the fledging nation of Israel. 

c. Ultimately, God raised up Joseph for the humbling of Egypt, the saving of Israel, and 

so that all would know that there is one God, the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 

 

Conclusion 
 

God gives His people opportunities. He is the One who creates opportunity and then calls us to 

walk through those open doors of opportunity. But He expects us to do so with humility and a 

constant dependence in God’s power and wisdom. In the end, the opportunities God creates are 

for the purpose of salvation. God gives us opportunities for service so that sinners may see and 

know Jesus Christ as their personal Lord and Savior. 
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