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Sermon Series 
Supports Session 11: Tempted 

Sermon Title: Run with Conviction 
Passage: Genesis 39:3-12; 19-21 

 

 
Connection to the Passage 
 

God’s plans to create and then save a people for Himself were well underway. The God of 

Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob was on the move, working through a variety of means to accomplish 

His divine purposes. Jospeh, the youngest of Jacob’s sons, will face many temptations and trials 

as God put him in a position to save Israel. 

 

Introduction/Opening 
 

Temptation is a hurdle every Christian must face as they seek to serve Jesus. A trial is something 

that can strengthen our faith and cause us to lean on the Lord for support and wisdom. But if a 

trial is mishandled, then it can morph into a temptation that can lead a person into sin that is 

harmful to himself and to all those around him. In the end, if believers fail to deal with 

temptation in an effective manner, God’s reputation is marred and so is that of God’s people.  

    

Outline 
 

1. The Temptation of Being Blessed (Gen. 39:3-6) 

a. God blessed Joseph, lifting him out of incarceration and placing him in a position of 

authority in Potiphar’s house.  

b. Joseph was a man of truth, commitment, faithfulness, and integrity. 

c. We must be careful that our strengths do not become places of weakness. 

  

2. The Nature of Temptation (Gen. 39:7-10) 

a. Joseph was blessed with good looks. Potiphar’s wife appears to be a neglected and 

bored woman, making for a dangerous combination. 

b. Her temptation of Joseph was relentless, consistent, and constant. 

c. Joseph’s rejection of her temptation was equally relentless, consistent, and constant. 

d. Overcoming temptation begins by realizing our weaknesses, understanding the 

consequences imbedded in temptation, and by trusting the Lord. 

 

3. When the Tempter is Rejected (Gen. 39:11-12 [13-18]) 

a. When Potiphar’s wife couldn’t take Joseph by temptation, she decided to take him 

through rejection and destruction. She falsely accused him of raping her. Rape is a 

serious sin. Being falsely accused of such a sin is equally dangerous. 

b. When we choose not to reject sin, we may be accused of being too righteous, too 

high-brow, or better than ‘all the rest of us.’ 

c. The attitude of being too good to be tempted must be rejected as well. Thinking that it 

will not happen to us is the first step of it happening to us.  

d. Joseph ran from temptation and so must we. 
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4. Trusting God with Your Reputation in Temptation (Gen. 39:19-21) 

a. Many times we can avoid temptation. God will provide a way out (1 Cor. 10:13). 

b. But sometimes we will be falsely accused, just as Joseph was falsely accused by 

Potiphar’s wife. 

c. What do we do in these situations? We depend in God, we leave our reputation in His 

hands, and we continue to live with integrity. 

d. Things will be said of us that are not true (Mt. 5:11-12). Yet, we entrust ourselves to 

God. He knows our hearts and He will bring us through. 

e. As in the case of Joseph, time usually reveals the truth. Eventually God will vindicate 

His own. 

  

Conclusion 
 

Temptation is real. We face them every day. How we handle temptations is based largely on our 

personal integrity that comes from a dynamic relationship with Jesus Christ. When we face 

temptation, God will give us a way out. But even when we reject sin, we are never out of danger. 

We must continue to trust God when facing temptations and relying on God’s faithfulness even 

when we are misunderstood, misrepresented, and falsely accused. We can depend on God to 

bring us through and to vindicate us in the long run. He alone is out way through and out. 
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