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Sermon Series 
Supports Session 10: Accept It 

Sermon Title: Bad Motives, Great Outcomes 
Passage: Genesis 37:5-11, 19:27 

 

 

Connection to the Passage 
 

Life is filled with people with all kinds of motives included some people with evil and wicked 

motives. Yet, God is always at work in the circumstances of life (Rom. 8:28) so that what others 

may mean as evil, God intends for good (Gen. 50:20). 

 

Introduction/Opening 
 

When God begins to do something new He raises up a dreamer; someone who can see what God 

desires to do before others see it. But many people do not like visionaries. Dreamers are often 

laughed at and ridiculed. They are not trusted since they see things yet to happen. Yet, God 

raised up Joseph so that he would be used of God save a family and, thereby, the nation of Israel. 

    

Outline 
 

1. A New Vision Invites Hatred (Gen. 37:5-8) 

a. Joseph prophesied that his brothers would worship and served him. 

b. He tells his brothers about this dream which lead to hatred. 

c. While humility is needed, when God does a work in us and through us not all people 

will be excited about this work; they may respond negatively.  

d. Yet, we must serve God no matter what. 

 

2. A New Vision Invites Jealousy (Gen. 37:9-11) 

a. Jospeh dreamed another dream with the sun, the moon, and eleven stars bowed down 

to him and worshiped him. 

b. Once again, Jospeh told his brothers of his dream. Rather than anger, Joseph’s 

brothers become jealous. 

c. Jealousy is deadly, but God can even work through hatred and jealousy. 

d. God began to work through the hatred and jealousy of Joseph’s brothers in order to 

form a new people with a new identity.  

 

3. A New Vision Invites a Threat (Gen. 37:19-24) 

a. Joseph’s brothers, save Reuben, wanted kill him. They even concocted a story for 

Jacob that Joseph was killed by a wild animal. Rueben intervenes and suggests that 

they not kill Joseph, but they put him in a pit. 

b. Dreams and visions are often a threat to those who first hear those dreams and 

visions. 

c. When God does something new it is often perceived as a threat.  

d. Jesus was a threat to the religious leaders of His day and Christians can often be a 

threat to a sinful world. Yet, God is at work in and in spite of these threats. 
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4. A New Vision Invites Suffering (Gen. 37:25-27) 

a. Rather than kill Joseph, they sold him into slavery. Yet, even here God was at work 

because Joseph’s slavery in Egypt would eventually be used by God to free Israel and 

defeat the nation of Egypt. 

b. God works through even the most evil of situations in order to accomplish His 

purposes. 

c. What appeared to incarcerate Joseph would eventually produce freedom for God’s 

people. 

d. Jesus Christ came to set us free (Jn. 8:31-32). 

 

Conclusion 

 

When God begins a new work, He often does it through an idea, a dream, or a new vision. At the 

same time, when God does something new not all people will be happy and embracing of God’s 

new work in us. In fact, some of those who may resist God’s work in us may be those closest to 

us. Yet, God is at work through the hatred, jealousies, threats, and even the efforts to hinder or 

incarcerate God’s work. God is more than able to work through these issues, around these issues, 

and even in spite of these issues. What many intend for evil, God can turn it to good (Gen. 

50:20). 
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