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Sermon Series 
Supports Session 9: Assurance 

Sermon Title: When God Gives a Name 
Passage: Genesis 35:1-15 

 

 
Connection to the Passage 
 

God was not done changing Jacob. Jacob is about to get affirmation of the name he earned at 

Bethel. To do so, he must return to Bethel.  

 

Introduction/Opening 
 

Some places carry special significance to us. Returning to the place where we went on that first 

date, received good news, or had a life-changing encounter seem to make that experience come 

alive. Retuning also holds us accountable for commitments made at that location. We should not 

live in the past, but we can certainly reflect and learn from it as we look forward.  

 

God has at His disposal every means possible to bring about a change in us. God uses His power, 

a variety of people, interesting places, and situations in order to bring us to the place He wants us 

to be. God sent Jacob back to Bethel in order to affirm the direction of Jacob’s life.  

    

Outline 
 

1. Assurance and the Return to the Past (Gen. 35:1-4) 

a. God told Jacob to head to Bethel. This was the place where Jacob had previously met 

God at a critical moment in his life (Gen. 28:18-22).  

b. In addition, Jacob told everyone in his household to prepare for this meeting with 

God. They were to put away any idols, purify themselves, and put on a new set of 

clothes. 

c. Meeting God requires preparation: repentance, prayer, and humility. 

d. Jacob and his family worshiped God as they moved forward. Worship and assurance 

accompany each other. 

 

2. Assurance and the Protection of God (Gen. 35:5-8) 

a. As Jacob moved toward Bethel, a terror or fear fell upon all who observed Jacob and 

his family to the degree that they would not bother them. 

b. God assures His people of His presence by protecting them. 

c. It was at Bethel that God protected Jacob prior to his meeting with Esau and it was 

here that Jacob’s heart was broken as he buried Deborah, Rebekah’s faithful nurse. 

d. God assures us in His protection of us, even in our sorrows. 
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3. Assurance and Identity (Gen. 35:9-15) 

a. Assurance is not rooted in our circumstances, but in our identity. 

b. Knowing who we are is essential to the assurance of God. God altered and affirmed 

Jacob by giving him a new name and a new identity. 

c. No longer called Jacob, he would now be called Israel. God reaffirmed all the 

promises made to Abraham to Israel. 

d. God’s promises included an identity, a place, and a consummate purpose. 

e. God brings us assurance by reminding us that He is with us and that we have a role to 

play in His purposes. His presence is our assurance.  

f. We are what we are by God’s grace in Jesus Christ; this is our identity (1Cor. 15:10). 

 

Conclusion 
 

God gives assurance to His people. As Jacob moved forward in his life, God assured him through 

worship, purposes, and identity. God will do the same for us. In Jesus Christ we are able to truly 

worship God, discover God’s purposes, and establish our identity.   
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