
© LifeWay Christian Resources   LifeWay.com/ExploreTheBible 

Sermon Series 
Supports Session 8: Protect and Save 

Sermon Title: When God Protects the Innocent 
Passage: Genesis 1:27; Matthew 5:21-22 

 

 

Connection to the Passage 
 

Every person is endowed by their Creator with the stamp of God’s image. Therefore every life is 

precious and needs to be protected, from cradle to the grave, from the youngest to the oldest, 

from the able and the disabled. Every human life has value. 

 

Introduction/Opening 
 

The measure of the maturity of a culture is their treatment of the weak and needy. Cultures that 

devalue people self-implode over time. Cultures that demonstrate value for humanity flourish. 

However, how a culture determines the value of people also impacts that culture’s future. A 

culture can care for their poor and needy without affirming the value of each person. The issue is 

what drives us to action. Two people can care for the same needy person, but do so with very 

different motives. Seeing others as bearers of the image of God changes why we act.   

    

Outline 
 

1. Made in His Image (Gen. 1:27) 

a. We are created beings, made for God for His glory. We are not evolved animals or a 

higher order animal. We are humans with a soul, a mind, and a conscience.  

b. We are made in God’s image with moral, spiritual and relational capabilities that 

make humans different from the rest of God’s creation. This difference was illustrated 

by Adam’s futile search for someone like him with whom to share his life (Gen. 

2:20). 

c. We are made male and female, both carrying the image of God. 

d. Life is precious because God we are made in His image and for His glory. 

 

 

2. Life Must be Protected (Matthew 5:21) 

a. Jesus said in Matthew 5:21 that life is made to be protected as He mentions the sixth 

commandment, do not commit murder (Ex. 20:13). 

b. In general, murder is a violation of God’s law and is offence against God Himself. 

c. Abortion and other unnatural, premature ways we take the lives of people are sinful. 

d. Life is meant to be protected. 

 

3. Life Must be Respected (Matthew 5:22) 

a. Murder is not the only way life can be disregarded – disrespecting a person’s life by 

bullying or name-calling is a serious sin. 

b. Jesus said that anger at another person is a way we disrespect a person. Anger can 

lead to self-destruction and the destruction of another person (Prov. 20:2; 22:3; 29:22; 

2 Cor. 12:20; Gal. 5:20).  
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c. Jesus said insulting another person who bears the image of God is a serious violation 

of God’s law. 

d. Labeling someone a fool places the name-caller in a position of God’s judgment.  

e. We are to respect the life of a person even if that person is sinful and wayward. 

 

4. Life Must be Redeemed (Matthew 20:28) 

a. Though created in God’s image, humans are sinners in need of forgiveness and new 

life. 

b. Jesus Christ entered the world to save sinners, giving His life as a ransom for many. 

He died on the cross so that the image of God in us might be restored and recreated 

by the power of God. 

 

Conclusion 
 

We are made in God’s image. We are no accidents or cosmic incidents, but are deliberate and 

wonderful creations of God. As such, life is to be protected and respected. Ultimately, God 

desires to redeem our broken lives, restoring in us the beauty of His image recreated in us by the 

power of the gospel of Jesus Christ. 
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