
© LifeWay Christian Resources   LifeWay.com/ExploreTheBible 

Sermon Series 
Supports Session 7: Reconciled 

Sermon Title: Being Brought Back Together 
Passage: Genesis 33:1-15 

 
 

Connection to the Passage 
 

The last time Jacob and Esau were together, Jacob stole Esau’s birthright and blessing with the 

aid of their mother. Esau threatening to kill him, so Jacob fled. Is reconciliation possible between 

these two enemy-brothers? With God all things are possible. 

 

Introduction/Opening 
 

Reconciliation is easy to define but difficult to implement. To reconcile means to bring back 

together two things that have been separated. We reconcile our bank accounts. We reconcile our 

calendars with actual events that are taking place. But to reconcile two people is a challenge. The 

good news of the gospel reminds us that since we have been reconciled to God the Father 

through God the Son (2 Cor. 5:18) it is possible for us to be reconciled with those from whom we 

have been separated especially when that separation came as a result of sin and selfishness. 

    

Outline 
 

1. Jacob’s Fear (33:1-3) 

a. Reconciliation is difficult because of our fears. 

b. Often, time is a good partner to reconciliation. Time allows tempers to cool and 

perspective to be regained. 

c. Fear of what might be often keeps us from extending a hand or crossing the isle to 

build and rebuild relationships. 

d. Don’t let fear keep you from reconciling. 

 

2. Esau’s Graciousness  (33:4-7) 

a. In a remarkable moment of grace and mercy, Esau runs to meet this brother, 

embracing and kissing Jacob. 

b. God had done a work of grace in Esau’s life. Jacob humbled himself before Esau. 

c. When reconciliation works we must understand that God is working in both parties. 

We cannot simply believe that God is giving us a heart for reconciliation. We must 

pray that He will give others the same heart. 

 

3. I Have Enough (33:8-9) 

a. In what may be one of the most remarkable statements in this saga, when Jacob 

attempts to give Esau gifts from his herds (Gen. 32:13-21), Esau say that God has 

blessed him with enough and he does not need these gifts. 

b. While gifts were involved, no gifts can buy reconciliation. 

c. Reconciliation comes about when we are satisfied in God’s grace, realizing that God 

is enough. 
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4. Seeing the Face of God (33:10-11) 

a. Jacob tells Esau that to see him and be accepted by him is like seeing the face of God. 

b. When enemies are reconciled it’s as if they see the face of God. 

c. The gospel reminds us that we have seen in Jesus Christ the grace and truth of God 

(Jn. 1:14, 17-18; 2 Cor. 4:6). 

 

5. Building Trust Over Time (33:12-15) 

a. Even after this remarkable meeting with Esau, Jacob is not totally sure that Esau is 

genuine. Esau desires to have his brother travel with him to Seir, a mere four miles 

away. Instead, Jacob chooses to travel to Succoth some one hundred miles from their 

meeting point, even though he has women, children, and hundreds of young animals. 

b. Reconciliation is punctual (at a particular moment) and is progressive (over time). 

c. Reconciliation is possible, but not easy. It takes time and many moments like Jacob 

and Esau experienced. We should not get disappointed if after our initial time of 

reconciliation there is further work to do. 

d. Our reconciliation to God through Jesus Christ is both punctual and progressive. We 

can be reconciled to God in a moment, but it may take years to work out all that 

salvation means in our lives (Phil. 2:12). 

 

Conclusion 
 

Reconciliation is possible because of the gracious work of God in our lives. Reconciliation 

requires risk, forgiveness, humility, and time. Just as we have been reconciled to God in Christ, 

we can be reconciled to each other by the power of the gospel. 
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